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Sentence
What shall I return to the Lord for all his bounty to me? I will lift
up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord, I will pay
my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.
Psalm 116.12-14
Collect
God of the borderlands,
you travel between the foreign and the familiar:
open our world to those we would exclude and despise;
heal and liberate us when we are outcaste
that we might learn to praise you name with hearts that are
whole; through Jesus Christ, the Rejected One. Amen.
A reading from the second book of Kings.
This story demonstrates God concern for the so called ’outsider’ the
foreigner Naaman. God cures him which is a shock to those who
imagine God cares only for Israel. It also shows that God is God beyond the land of Israel; that is, God of all the earth.
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great
man and in high favour with his master, because by him
the Lord had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty
warrior, suffered from leprosy. Now the Arameans on one of their
raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and
she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my
lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him
of his leprosy.’ When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his
clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or life, that this man
sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy? Just look and see
how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had
torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn
your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a

prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and
halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him,
saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be
restored and you shall be clean.’ But Naaman became angry and went
away, saying, ‘I thought that for me he would surely come out, and
stand and call on the name of the Lord his God, and would wave his
hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy! Are not Abana and Pharpar,
the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not
wash in them, and be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage. But
his servants approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had
commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it?
How much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash, and be
clean”?’
So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the
Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored
like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came
and stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all
the earth except in Israel; please accept a present from your servant.’
2 Kings 5.1-3, 7-15c
Reader
All

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 111 at 8am APBA, page 286, at 10am Hymn Book 36
This psalm is a composite of a hymn of praise, a communal thanksgiving and,
from v 12 onwards, a personal prayer. The psalm recalls God’s redemption of
the people from slavery in Egypt, the foundation for their relationship with God.

A reading from the second letter of Paul to Timothy
Paul charges Timothy to be willing to suffer for the sake for the gospel. Timothy
is entrusted with the deposit of faith and is to hand it on to the next generation.
Some scholars suggest that vv11-13 which Paul precedes with ‘The saying is
sure’ ‘if we have died… deny himself’ are an early hymn.

Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, a descendant of David—
that is my gospel, for which I suffer hardship, even to the point of being
chained like a criminal. But the word of God is not chained. Therefore I
endure everything for the sake of the elect, so that they may also obtain
the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, with eternal glory. The saying is
sure:

If we have died with him, we will also live with him;
if we endure, we will also reign with him;
if we deny him, he will also deny us;
if we are faithless, he remains faithful—
for he cannot deny himself.
Remind them of this, and warn them before God that they are to avoid
wrangling over words, which does no good but only ruins those who are
listening. Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by
him, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining the
word of truth.
Timothy 2.8-15
Reader
ALL

May your word live in us,
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Go and tell what you have seen and heard: the lepers
are cleansed and the poor have good news brought
to them.
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to St Luke
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
When Jesus began his journey to Jerusalem, a Samaritan village had not
welcomed him (9.53-55) and when the disciples wanted to respond violently,
Jesus held them back. Later in a parable, a Samaritan proves to be the true
neighbour (10.29-37. ) Now a Samaritan demonstrates a faith- filled response to
Jesus. All ten lepers, of whom nine are presumably Jews, receive healing but only
one fully experiences salvation through his gratitude.

On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between
Samaria and Galilee. As he entered a village, ten lepers approached him.
Keeping their distance, they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, Master, have mercy
on us!’ When he saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show yourselves to
the priests.’ And as they went, they were made clean. Then one of them,
when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud
voice. He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him. And he was a

Samaritan. Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not ten made clean? But the other
nine, where are they? Was none of them found to return and give praise
to God except this foreigner?’ Then he said to him, ‘Get up and go on
your way; your faith has made you well.’
Luke 17. 11-19
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week St Luke, evangelist and martyr transf.
Jeremiah 8.22-9.3
Psalm 145.10-18
2 Tim 4.9-17a
Luke 10.1-9
Prayer for the Week
Almighty God,
in your wisdom you have so ordered our earthly life
that we must walk by faith and not by sight:
give us such trust in your fatherly care
that in the face of all perplexities
we may give proof of our faith by the courage of our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Lester Triggs, Ian Johnson, Gwendolyn
Berriman, Harold Smith, Cecilia Furlonger, Philip Wood, Barbara Leila
Fordyce, Suzanne Davis, John Kingsmill, John Edington, George
Pepperell, Muriel Bennett, James Macindoe Guest whose anniversaries
occur this week.
Commemorations of the week
October 12 – Elizabeth Fry (1780-1845), Quaker, prison reformer, worked
for the homeless and many other disadvantaged people, as an expression of
her faith. One of the great women of English history.
October 15 – Teresa of Avila (1515-1582), Spanish Carmelite nun and
mystic. She wrote numerous mystical writings which have been influential.
She was a strong character, shrewd and of great practical ability. She greatly
enriched the practice of prayer in the church, especially in meditation and
mystic experience.
October 16 – Hugh Latimer (1485-1555) and Nicholas Ridley (15001333), Martyrs to the Protestant Reformation, executed (burnt at the stake in
Oxford) in the reign of Queen Mary. Ridley College Melbourne is named after
Nicholas Ridley.

POST COMMUNION HYMN

When will it be that the waiting will end

When will it be that the waiting will end,
health be restored for child, lover, or friend?
When will the shadow of death be dispelled,
sorrow be banished, and hope be upheld?
When will it be that the tears will be dried,
shed in our grief for the ones who have died?
When will the shock and the ache of loss fade,
scars of pain soften, new memories be made?
When will it be that the “why?” will be known,
questions distilled into strength to go on?
When will our journeys converge on their goal,
All that’s been broken at last be made whole?
Holy Eternal One, over to you
now we hand all that we can and can’t do.
Hopes, tears, and questions: we offer you these;
give us, in answer, a share of your peace.
words: © Elizabeth J. Smith

