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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

7 August 2016

Sentence Watch and be ready, for you do not know on what
day your Lord is coming.
Matthew 24.42,44
Collect
God of promise, you take from us our dead complacent hearts
and kindle a new flame: take from our hands the burden of
worthless things, and make them ready to receive a greater gift:
the love of a Servant King, through Jesus Christ, the Son of Man.
Amen.
A reading from the book of Genesis.
This is the covenant God makes with Abram, whose name later changes to
Abraham. Abram is an exemplar of faith because he trusts God to be and
do what God promises. Eventually Isaac is born to Abraham and Sarah
and the promise to make him ‘father of a multitude’ is seen in the
generations that follow, among whom Christians are included by faith.

The word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.’ But
Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue
childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ And
Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the Lord came to
him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own
issue shall be your heir.’ He brought him outside and said, ‘Look
towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’
Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ And Abram
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as
righteousness.
Gen. 15.1-6

Reader
All

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 33.13-21. APBA, p. 253
This psalm celebrates God’s choosing a people, the old Israel to show to
the nations who God is.

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.
In this passage the great figures of the Hebrew scriptures are shown as
witnesses to faith, culminating in Jesus, worthy of our imitation.
Faith is trusting God to keep God’s promises concerning the future. We see the
‘down payment’ of those promises in being shows the resurrection of Jesus
to transformed life.

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not
seen. Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we
understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that
what is seen was made from things that are not visible. By faith Abraham
obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive
as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been promised, as in a
foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. For he looked forward to the city that has
foundations, whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received
power of procreation, even though he was too old—and Sarah herself
was barren—because he considered him faithful who had promised.
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants
were born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and as the innumerable
grains of sand by the seashore.’ All of these died in faith without having
received the promises, but from a distance they saw and greeted them.
They confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth,
for people who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. If they had been thinking of the land that they had left
behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not

ashamed to be called their God; indeed, he has prepared a city for them.
Hebrews 11.2-3, 8-16

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us,
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Who is greater, says the Lord.
I am among you as one who serves.
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to St Luke
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus urges his followers to be watchful for signs of God’s coming and so
faithful in living with hearts fixed on true treasure and looking ahead to the
completion of God’s purpose.
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your
Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions,
and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an
unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth
destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. ‘Be
dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting
for their master to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door for him as soon as he comes and knocks. Blessed are those
slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and
serve them he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and
finds them so, blessed are those slaves. ‘But know this: if the owner of
the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not
have let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour.’
Luke 12.32-40

Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week
Mary, Mother of our Lord
Isaiah 61.10-62.3 Song of Mary APBA, 425 Galatians 4.4-7 Luke 2.1-7
Prayer for the Week Grant to us, Lord, we beseech you, the spirit
to think and do always such things as are right, that we, who cannot do
anything that is good without you, may by you be enabled to live
according to your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Leonard Glasson, Daisy Corless,
Clarice Warne, John Wailes, Alice Lyons, Radcliffe Lewis, Kathleen
Deans, Gladys Jenkins whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the week August 8 Dominic, priest and friar (c.1170-1221). Founder of the
Order of Friars Preachers or the Black Friars, later called the Dominicans,
founded to be centres of sacred learning, a feature of the Dominicans ever
since.
August 9 Mary Sumner, founder of the Mothers’ Union (d. 1921).
August 10 Laurence, deacon and martyr at Rome (d. 258). Martyred
during the Roman persecutions and legend is that he was roasted on a
gridiron (hence his symbol in art). Showed great concern for the poor.
Our Brotherhood of St. Laurence is named after him.
August 11 Clare of Assisi (1194-1253). Founder of the Order of the Poor
Clares. Born in Assisi and greatly influenced by the preaching of Francis of
Assisi. Her remains are in Assisi. She had Francis’ simplicity, joy, love of
nature and holiness.
August 11 John Henry Newman, cardinal and theologian (1801-1890).
Leader of the Church of England’s Oxford Movement. His sermons and tracts
were very influential on religious life in England and beyond. Received into
the Roman Catholic Church in 1845. Wrote many theological and literary
works. August 13 Jeremy Taylor, bishop and spiritual writer (1613-1667).
His best known book is Holy Living and Holy Dying.

MALVERN CARER SUPPORT GROUP OPEN TO ALL PARISHIONER CARERS
Are you providing unpaid care for someone in the community? If so
you may be interested to know that Caulfield Community Health
Service (CCHS) facilitates the Malvern Carer Support Group for
carers who reside in Malvern and surrounding areas. This group is
provided by CCHS because we recognize that caring can be
rewarding but also challenging.
The group meets monthly and is currently seeking new members.
Most members are caring for a spouse or an aged parent who has a
chronic illness or dementia. The group is facilitated by a Social
Worker. There is no cost required to attend the group except gold
coin donation to cover afternoon tea.
What Happens In The Group?


Individual sharing of carer experiences



Facilitator provides support and information



Social outings occur several times per year
 Guest speakers provided as requested
Meeting details: When: 1 st Wednesday of the month from
1.30-3.30pm (except January)
Where: St. George’s Anglican Centre (North Room)
How to attend the group: Please contact facilitator
Sue Bottomley on 9076 6869 before attending the group.

