St George’s Anglican Church | Malvern

Day of Pentecost
15 May 2016
(Last Sunday of Easter; also called Whitsunday)
Sentence. God’s love has been poured into our hearts by the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
Romans 5.5

The Descent of the Holy Spirit icon based on a 15 century Russian icon

Collect
O God, who in smoke and fire upon Mount Sinai
gave the law to Moses,
and who revealed the new covenant in the fire of the Spirit:
grant, we pray, that, kindled by that name Spirit
which you poured forth upon your apostles,
we may fulfil with joy your commandment of love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
A Reading from the book of the Acts of the Apostles

Jewish tradition held that the Law was given on this day of Pentecost, the spring
barley harvest seven weeks after Passover. John the Baptist had promised ‘a
baptism of the Holy Spirit and fire’ and now it comes in the form of the flames which
rested on the heads of those gathered in Jerusalem. The story that everyone heard
the good news in their own language undoes the effect of the mythic tower of Babel
story in Genesis 11.1-9 when the nations were scattered and no longer understood
each other’s tongue. Paul calls both the gift of the Spirit (Rom. 8.23) and Jesus ‘first
fruits’ (1 Cor. 15. 20, 23). The first sheaf of the harvest was raised aloft in public to
signify that the harvest was God’s and the first fruits, like the first born, considered
holy, that is belonging to God. This is rich imagery in understanding the meaning of
Jesus’ resurrection as the ‘first fruit’ of God’s harvest of humanity from death.

When the day of Pentecost had come, the disciples were all together in
one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there
were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem.
And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because
each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed
and astonished, they asked, "Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt
and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs--in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God's deeds of power." All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, "What does this mean?" But others
sneered and said, "They are filled with new wine." But Peter, standing
with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, "Men of Judea
and all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to
what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only
nine o'clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the
prophet Joel: 'In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour
out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men
shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will
show portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below,
blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord's great and
glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be
saved.'
Acts 2.1-21

Reader
ALL

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 104 vs 26-36 at 8am APBA pp 331-332
This whole psalm is a hymn to the Creator and prays for the restoration of the
originally intended harmony of God’s creation. Then, in that new creation, even the
feared sea monster Leviathan becomes a harmless sportive creature of God.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.

Paul assures Christians (Jews and Gentiles alike) that those who live by faith are heirs
to the promises given to Abraham (the covenant with Abraham was for the good of all
peoples), that is to say, heirs to all that God promises, and has now done for
humanity through Jesus Christ.

All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not
receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a
spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ it is that very Spirit
bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if
children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact,
we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
Romans 8.14-17

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us,
And bear much fruit to your glory.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
ALL
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
says the Lord,
will teach you everything and remind you of all that I said.
ALL
Alleluia, alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you.
ALL
And also with you.
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to John.
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
This passage speaks of the believer’s relationship with the now glorified Christ. For
him to go, through death and resurrection, into the glory of his full humanity is to
prepare a place for our glory in him. Jesus takes humanity to God and his ascension
makes God’s global mission through the gift of the same Spirit that led Jesus in life,
now possible. God’s mission in the world is no longer limited by time and geography –
but may be by our failures!

Philip said to Jesus, ‘Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can
you say, “Show us the Father”? Do you not believe that I am in the Father
and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my
own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works.

Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; but if you
do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very truly,
I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do
and, in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to
the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I will do it. ‘If you love me, you will keep my commandments.
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to
be with you for ever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know
him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. ‘I have said
these things to you while I am still with you. But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you
everything, and remind you of all that I have said to you. Peace I
leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them
be afraid.
John 14.8-17,25-27
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week
Trinity Sunday
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31 Psalm 8 Romans 5:1-5

John 16:12-15

Prayers for the Week. O God, who taught the hearts of your
faithful people by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit: grant
us by the same Spirit to have a right judgement in all things, and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; through the merits of Christ
Jesus our Saviour, one God now and forever. Amen.
Unlocked Spirit, you are the breath of peace; no door keeps you out:
invade our warring confusion, disarm our defences and shape us to
live as a people of forgiveness, through Jesus Christ, the word of
reconciliation. Amen.

Pray for the Faithful Departed.
We remember before God:
Anne Nicholls, Margery Johnson, Peter Olney, William Hardy
priest, Betty Glover, Jess Slattery, Lily (Pat) Boughton,
Samuel Richard Crescwick Wood, Gwladys May Reilly, Janet
Alexander, Colin Cruth, Sheila Burgess, Ethel Cameron, Ian
Harry (Toby) Cumming whose anniversaries occur this
week.
Commemoration of the week.
May 19 Dustan, archbishop of Canterbury (909-988).
Dunstan was a Benedictine monk at Glastonbury and in 939
became Abbot of his community. Dunstan’s principal
achievement was restoration of monastic life after its
destruction by the Danish invasions. In 960 he was made
archbishop of Canterbury and was instrumental in
reforming the Church of England, largely through the monastic
orders.

Commissioning for living in the strength and power of the Spirit of God.
The people’s candles are lit from the paschal Candle and the priest says
For fifty days we have celebrated the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ over
the powers of sin and death. We have proclaimed God’s mighty acts and we
have prayed that the power that was at work when God raised Jesus from the
dead might be at work in us.
As part of God’s Church here in Malvern I call upon you to live out what you
proclaim.
Empowered by the Holy Spirit, will you dare to walk into God’s future,
trusting him to be your guide? By the Spirit’s power, we will.
Will you dare to embrace each other and grow together in love? We will.
Will you dare to share your riches in common and minister to each other and
to any in need? We will.
Will you dare to pray for each other until your hearts beat with the longings of
God?
We will.
Will you dare to carry the light of Christ into the world’s dark places?
We will.
Today we have remembered the coming of God’s power on the disciples
and we invite that same Spirit to drive us out into the wild places of the
world.
The president blesses the people, saying,
May the Spirit, who hovered over the waters when the world was created,
breathe into you the life that God alone gives. Amen.
May the Spirit, who overshadowed the Virgin when the eternal Son came
among us, make you joyful in the service of the Lord. Amen.
May the Spirit, who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost, bring
the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. Amen.
And the + blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.
Filled with the Spirit’s power, go in the light and peace of Christ.
Alleluia, alleluia. Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia.

