St George’s Anglican Church | Malvern

Last Sunday after Epiphany – Transfiguration 7 February 2016
Sentence And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and
truth.
John 1.14

Collect
O God, glorious and faithful, you reveal the beauty of your face
to those who seek you with a sincere heart:
strengthen us in faith to embrace the mystery of the cross,
and open our hearts to its transforming power,
so that, clinging in love to your will for us,
we may walk as followers of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
A reading from the book of Exodus.
You will hear this event referred to by Paul (once Rabbi Saul) in his letter
to Corinth, today’s reading from the Christian scriptures. To speak plainly,
what Moses does is both strange and unclear except to convey that Moses had a
unique encounter with God and shone with the authority of God’s chosen
lawgiver.

Moses came down from Mount Sinai. As he came down from the
mountain with the two tablets of the covenant in his hand, Moses did
not know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking
with God. When Aaron and all the Israelites saw Moses, the skin of his
face was shining, and they were afraid to come near him. But Moses
called to them; and Aaron and all the leaders of the congregation
returned to him, and Moses spoke with them. Afterwards all the
Israelites came near, and he gave them in commandment all that the
Lord had spoken with him on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished
speaking with them, he put a veil on his face; but whenever Moses went
in before the Lord to speak with him, he would take the veil off, until he
came out; and when he came out, and told the Israelites what he had
been commanded, the Israelites would see the face of Moses, that the
skin of his face was shining; and Moses would put the veil on his face
again, until he went in to speak with him.
Exodus 34.29-35

Reader
All

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 99
Kings in the ancient near east were responsible for justice. For the
psalmist God’s justice rather than any military might best expresses
God‘s strength. The holy mountain is Jerusalem.
A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians.
Paul, the faithful Jewish man, has come to put his trust in the everlasting
covenant God has made through Jesus Christ. He contrasts the permanent glory
of this covenant with that of the earlier one by which he lived and made though
Moses, the glory of which fades. Paul imples that his own people have become
more accustomed to the veil than the glory and are failing to see God’s
transformation of everyone into the likeness of Christ. Those who do, look in a
mirror and see, not themselves, but God’s unfading glory constantly available to
them.

Since, then, we have such a hope, we act with great boldness, not like
Moses, who put a veil over his face to keep the people of Israel from
gazing at the end of the glory that was being set aside. But their minds
were hardened. Indeed, to this very day, when they hear the reading of
the old covenant, that same veil is still there, since only in Christ is it
set aside. Indeed, to this very day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies
over their minds; but when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed.
Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
freedom. And all of us, with unveiled faces, seeing the glory of the Lord
as though reflected in a mirror, are being transformed into the same
image from one degree of glory to another; for this comes from the
Lord, the Spirit. Therefore, since it is by God’s mercy that we are
engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. We have renounced the
shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to
falsify God’s word; but by the open statement of the truth we
commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God.
2 Cor. 3: 12 - 4: 2

Reader
ALL

May your word live in us.
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
From the cloud came a voice: this is my Son,
my Chosen, listen to him.
ALL
Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you.
ALL
And also with you.
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.
Jesus’ true identity has not yet been fully understood by the disciples in Luke’s
telling of the story. Now, on the mountain where he has gone to pray, the disciples
hear who Jesus is and see him in the context of God’s earlier covenants and
revelations, which Moses and Elijah represent. Peter tries to capture and
domesticate the experience but Moses and Elijah speak of Jesus’ glory being
revealed in Jerusalem and only through the suffering of the cross. When Jesus
descends the mountain his first act is one of compassion for a father and only son,
another manifestation of God’s glory.

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the
mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two
men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were
speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with
sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two
men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said to
Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings,
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he
said. While he was saying this, a cloud came and overshadowed them;
and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from the cloud
came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!’ When
the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in
those days told no one any of the things they had seen. Lk 9.28-36.
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Bible Readings next week First Sunday in Lent Yr C
Deuteronomy 26.1-11 Ps. 91.1-2, 9-16 Romans 10.4-13 Luke 4.1-15

Prayer of the week until Ash Wednesday.
Almighty God, you have given your only Son to be for us both a
sacrifice for sin, and also an example of godly life: give us grace that
we may
always thankfully receive the benefits of his sacrifice, and also daily
endeavour to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through
the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.
Prayer from Ash Wednesday, for the season of Lent.
Almighty and everlasting God, you hate nothing that you have made,
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent: create and make in
us new and contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins,
and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of you, the God of
all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.
A contemporary prayer for Lent.
Lord our God, you alone do we worship, only your word gives life.
Sustain your Church on our Lenten journey. When we walk though
the desert of temptation, strengthen us to renounce the power of
evil. When our faith is tested by doubt, illumine our hearts with
Easter’s
bright promise. We ask this through Christ, our pattern and our
hope, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
holy and merciful God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Peter Howard, Katina Eliot,
Marjory Werner, Violet Newton, Geoffrey Parsons, Catherine Horne,
Jessie Willers and Ninette Duncan whose anniversaries occur this
week.

Commemorations of the week. Ash Wednesday only.
From Joan Chittister, The Liturgical Year.
Lent gives the lie to isolation. We are not alone. We walk
with the church throughout the world on this journey to
renewal. We walk too, with the One who has gone before
us to bring us home again….Ash Wednesday call us back
to the paths from which we have strayed,
refocuses our attention on both the way and the goal of
our journey through life.

