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Sentence
Do not fear. The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who
gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew
you with his love.
Zephaniah 3.16-17
Collect of the day.
God of flood and fire,
calling us to turn from dead halls
echoing with greed:
may the gift of your Spirit
come to us from another place,
burning with life and a hope
that will not be quenched;
through Jesus Christ, the one who is to come. Amen.
A reading from the book of the prophet Zephaniah
Zephaniah promises comfort and consolation for those who wait patiently
for God to restore the people after a time of living through the consequences
of their failure to follow God’s ways.

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter Jerusalem!
The Lord has taken away the judgements against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst;
you shall fear disaster no more.
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion;
do not let your hands grow weak.
The Lord, your God, is in your midst,
a warrior who gives victory;
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he will rejoice over you with gladness,
he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing
as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you,
so that you will not bear reproach for it.
I will deal with all your oppressors
at that time.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home,
at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes, says the Lord.
Zephaniah 3.14-20
Reader
ALL

Hear the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm for the Psalm: A Song of Isaiah APBA, p391

This song concludes section one of the three ‘books’ of Isaiah. It is a song of
deliverance and thanksgiving.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians
Paul makes his final appeals to the Church at Philippi in this section. Do
you notice the familiar words of blessing in this passage?

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
Phil. 4.4-7
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Reader
ALL

May your word live in us
And bear much fruit to your glory

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia, alleluia.
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me:
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.
ALL
Alleluia, alleluia.
Reader
ALL
Reader
ALL

The Lord be with you
And also with you
A reading from the holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

John the baptizer warns against claiming privileged status with God through
natural birth. The way to a new relationship with God is so radical it is
called a new birth and comes through turning to God from the depths of our
being. This new birth is seen to be real when we love others as we love ourselves.

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, ‘You
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?
Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from
these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is
lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.’
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In reply he
said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who
has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.’ Even taxcollectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, ‘Teacher, what
should we do?’ He said to them, ‘Collect no more than the amount
prescribed for you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should
we do?’ He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning
in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah,
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John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with water; but
one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor
and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn
with unquenchable fire.’
So, with many other exhortations, John proclaimed the good news to
the people.
Lk 3.7-18
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Almighty God, you have made us and all things to serve you: come
quickly to save us, so that wars and violence shall end and your children live in peace, honouring one another with justice and love;
through Jesus Christ, your Son our Lord, who lives with you in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, once God, now and forever. Amen.
PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
We remember before God: Cecil Macnaughtan, John Lindley Daish,
George Matthews, Colin Harris, Lorna Hope Wroughton Fulton,
Gladys Lewis whose anniversaries occur this week.
BIBLE READINGS NEXT SUNDAY Advent 4 Yr C
Micah 5.2-5a Song of Mary, APBA, 425. Heb. 10.5-10 Luke 1.39-45
COMMEMORATIONS OF THE WEEK.
December 14 John of the Cross (1542-1591). John was a Carmelite
friar, a reformer of the Order with Theresa of Avila, and one of the
greatest poets and mystics that Spain has produced. He showed that
by a life of faith and love of God, a person may attain mystical union
with God. His writings remain enormously influential; he created the
phrase ‘the dark night of the soul’ which has passed into common use.
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Praying
It doesn’t have to be
the blue iris, it could be
weeds in a vacant lot, or a few
small stones; just
pay attention, then patch
a few words together and don’t try
to make them elaborate, this isn’t
a contest but the doorway
into thanks, and a silence in which
another voice may speak.

Mary Oliver
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