St George’s Anglican Church | Malvern

First Sunday after Christmas

27 December 2015

Sentence Clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything
together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, and be thankful.
Colossians 3.14-15
Collect
God of community,
whose call is more insistent than ties of family or blood:
may we so respect and love those whose lives are linked
with ours
that we fail not in loyalty to you,
but make choices according to your will;
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.
A Reading from the first book of Samuel
One of Elkanah’s wives, Hannah, was childless. During an annual pilgrimage to
the temple at Shiloh, she has sought out Eli the priest; before him she has
vowed that if God granted her a son, she would dedicate him to the Lord.
Further, he would refrain from drink and not allow his head to be shaved
throughout his life. Eli interceded with God on her behalf and she has trusted
in God to grant her wish. After returning home, a son has been born to her and
Elkanah. When Samuel is old enough (probably aged three or four), she has
taken him to Eli, to serve in the Temple.

Samuel was ministering before the Lord, a boy wearing a linen ephod.
His mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each
year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice.
Then Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, ‘May the Lord
repay you with children by this woman for the gift that she made to
the Lord’; and then they would return to their home. Now the boy
Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favour with the Lord
and with the people.
1 Samuel 2.18-24, 26
Reader
All

For the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm 148 APBA page 378 at 10.00am TiS 94

The psalter ends with five hallelujah (“Praise the LORD”) psalms, of which this
is one. The psalmist invites the heavens to praise God, and bids all on the earth
to do so. Even inanimate objects (“sun and moon”) are to praise him.

The heavens shall praise him for creating them and making their existence
permanent. The list of created things proceeds from the lowest forms (“sea
monsters”) to the highest, humans.

A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians
The author has already begun to describe the true Christian life. In what
is probably an early baptismal instruction, he has called on his readers to
“Set your minds on things that are above”. Now he tells them, chosen by God
as they are, what virtues, what ethical qualities, are expected of them.
The primary quality for the Christian is “love”.

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with
one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must
forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds
everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your
hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever
you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Colossians 3.12-17
Reader
ALL

May your word live in us.
And bear much fruit to your glory.

Gospel Acclamation
ALL
Alleluia! Alleluia!
Reader
The Lord be with you
ALL
And also with you
Reader
A reading from the holy gospel according to St Luke.
ALL
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

This is the only passage in the Bible that tells of Jesus’ boyhood. He is 12 and
in another year, he will officially become a man (now celebrated by Jews in
the bar mitzvah). Joseph and Mary find Jesus among the teachers of the
Temple where he both listens and asks questions, and also answers their questions. We hear the first words of Jesus in Luke’s Gospel; for the first time Jesus’
father is named as ‘the Father’ – until now, Joseph has been called his father.
Note that the relationship between Jesus and ‘the Father’ requires obedience,
that is to say attentive listening.
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Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the
Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for
the festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the
boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it.
Assuming that he was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s
journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and
friends. When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to
search for him. After three days they found him in the temple, sitting
among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. And
all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said
to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I
have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, ‘Why
were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my
Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them.
Then he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was
obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her heart.
And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human
favour.
Luke 2.41-52
Reader
ALL

For the Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ

Bible Readings next week The Epiphany of our Lord transf.
Isaiah 60.1-6 Ps. 72.1-7,10-14 Ephesians 3.1-12 Matt. 2. 1-12
Prayer for the Week
Almighty God, you have shed upon us
the light of your incarnate Word:
may this light, kindled in our hearts,
shine forth in our lives;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.
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Pray for the Faithful Departed
We remember before God: Simonette Guest, Archelaus Richards,
Ellen (Nellie) Richards, Augusta Lesh, Margaret Stokes, Mildred
Budds, Alexandra McLaughlan and Norman Eastaugh whose anniversaries occur this week.
Commemorations of the week
December 28 Holy Innocents. The slaughter of the innocent
children described in Matthew 2.16-18.
December 29 Thomas Becket (1118-1170), Archbishop of
Canterbury, murdered in the Cathedral at Canterbury for his defence of the Church’s freedom from the monarch; his shrine was a
very important place of pilgrimage throughout the Middle Ages.
December 30 – Josephine Butler (1828-1906), social reformer,
especially her work amongst prostitutes. She was a woman of
prayer, taking as her model St. Catherine of Sienna.
December 31 – John Wyclif (1329-1384). English reformer,
teacher and scholar. He produced the first translation of the
complete bible into English (1380-1382) and a precursor of the
protestant Reformation.
January 1 The naming and circumcision of Jesus. (described in
Luke. 2.21)
January 2 – Basil of Caesarea (330-379). Bishop of Caesarea,
often called Basil the Great. A theologian of distinction, founder of
monasteries (nearly all the monks and nuns of the Greek Orthodox
church follow his Rule) and a bishop of great administrative ability.
A close friend of Gregory of Nazianzus (below).
January 2 – Gregory of Nazianzus. (329-389). Monk and Bishop
of Constantinople and also a theologian. He preferred the solitary
life of a monk rather than Episcopal honours.
January 2 – Eliza Hassall. CMS missionary in the Middle East.
(d. 1917)
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