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The Curate’s Corner
When Colleen asked me to write a “Curate’s Corner” for
September’s newsletter and I asked what I should write
about, she said, “Anything you have a bee in your bonnet
about”. I am assuming that was said in jest. However,
when I sat down to think about a topic, I realised that
there was currently so much happening in our world that
I could get a bee in the bonnet about.
When I am pastoral visiting, a common topic that people raise with me is their
fears that the world is “getting worse” and a desire to go back to the “good old
days”. I hear their anxiety about the state of the world and our communities.
People feel helpless, powerless and also ignored by those who wield political,
social and yes, even in some instances, religious power.
Where appropriate, I gently remind these people of the fact that we now live in a
global village. That we are more interconnected and media saturated than any
previous generation. A bomb explodes in Syria and the aftermath can be digitally
uploaded and viewed on our computer screens within minutes.
Compare that to the lack of immediate information and tyranny (or perhaps
blessing) of distance that previous generations encountered, for example, during
the First and Second World Wars. There were horrific atrocities and appalling
deaths on a massive scale. People no doubt despaired and wished for the good old
days as well. The difference is that this generation is constantly and
immediately bombarded with these disturbing images. Previous generations had
filters of technology and distance which are now vanishing.
Yet as Christians it is important to remember the spiritual dimension to the
world’s woes. The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it. God hasn’t given up
on his world and as his people we are not to give up on his work. To quote the
Talmud: “Don’t be daunted by the enormity of the world’s grief. Do justly now,
walk humbly now. You are not obliged to complete the work, but neither are you
free to abandon it”.

Jacqui Smith

Ed.10/2016

Mark your calendars!
 Food Collection Sunday

Sunday 25th September.
Food Collected at 8am for
St Alban’s and 10am for
St Mark’s
 First Sunday Breakfast
Sunday 2nd October 9am
between 8am and 10am
Services.
 Mother’s Union
Tuesday 4th October at
12 noon in the North Room
 Book Group
Monday 10th October at 2pm
in the North Meeting Room
 Shawl Knitting Group
Tuesday 11th October at
10:30am in the North Room
 Big ‘O’ party
For those celebrating
special birthdays.
Saturday 15th October
3pm—5pm in the
Parish Centre
 Spiritual Café
There will be no
Spiritual Café this month.
Back in October.

Baptisms


William George Mahoney child of James and Julianna Mahoney

11 September 2016

Funerals & Memorials
 Mary June Jackson

died 30 August 2016

Funeral

8 September 2016
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Jesus Rediscovered. Two opportunities over five weeks to explore the
Jesus of the gospels and the Jesus we make in our own image.
Last month I attended a rally in the CBD, protesting the incarceration of asylum seekers and refugees on
Manus Island and Nauru. During the march I carried a placard with the words written in bright colours,
“Jesus was a child refugee”. I was also wearing my clerical collar and as we progressed down Swanston
Street I could tell my placard (and probably my collar) was attracting a bit of attention.

As we reached Federation Square, a woman drew alongside me and mentioned how much she liked my
placard. I responded with something along the lines of, “Thank you, many of those espousing Christian
values in Parliament need to recognise that Jesus had more in common with the people they are locking
up than with white, middle-class men in Canberra”. The woman and her friend looked momentarily
surprised, then she grinned and said, “That’s right, after all Jesus was a radical hippie”. They then moved
off into the crowd.
After she had gone, I reflected upon the woman’s description of Jesus. While I’m sure she meant it as a
compliment, and I don’t know what her idea of “hippie” is, my first feeling was one of uncomfortableness.
While I could see some parallels, such as the rejection of many conventional social and stifling religious
views of their day, along with a message of love and peace: my idea of most hippies was that of a selfindulgent, drug enabled, laizze faire, dismissive approach towards society and those around them who did
not share their lifestyle or values (my apologies to any former hippies reading this, I am more than happy
to be proven wrong and rebuked for being so judgmental)!
From my reading of the gospels, Jesus lovingly, genuinely and passionately engaged with people from all
social strata while challenging all that subjugated and diminished humanity. Jesus gave peace, joy, hope
and rebuke in tangible, life changing ways. He didn’t just wander around Israel smiling beatifically
declaring, “Peace man” and “Go with the flow” (once again apologies for rampant stereotyping).
This conversation got me thinking about Jesus and how I perceive him. What social and cultural filters do
I apply when hearing his words, hearing about his deeds? Are the stories, about Jesus and the ones he
told, so familiar to me now that I am missing much of what he still wishes to teach me? Do I need ‘fresh’
ears? Am I alone in wondering this? I think not.

This is why I am proposing to run a bible study group entitled “‘Jesus Rediscovered’ - the man who
chopped history in half. Who he was, what he taught, and what that means for his followers today”,
taken from the excellent York courses of the Church of England http://www.yorkcourses.co.uk
I am planning to run one on Thursdays at 11.30am (after the Eucharist) and also one at night.
Please contact me via email or phone if you are interested and hippies are also welcome.
God bless, Jacqui
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