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The Curate’s Corner
Lent is fast approaching, that church season where we are encouraged to slow down, to focus
and reorient ourselves towards God’s kingdom. Lent is traditionally seen as a time of ‘giving up’
something. However, this Lent, I would encourage you to take something up. Perhaps something
of what has been written below about the Summer School may inspire you in what
Mark your calendars!
to take up. A book about the current state of Western Christianity, such as “That
Was The Church That Was: How the Church of England Lost the English People by
Tuesday 13 February
Andrew Brown and Linda Woodhead” (similar to the situation in Australia).
 Knitting Group 10.30am
Or sit quietly each day and listen to a piece from Bach’s St Matthew Passion.
 Shrove Tuesday Pancakes
Perhaps sign up for the daily on line readings from the Rule of St Benedict at
Churchyard Lawn
www.e-benedictine.com
6pm-7pm
So why not ‘take up’ this Lent:: a book, a piece of music, a daily discipline of walking  Parish Council Meeting
with St Benedict’s rule. I encourage you to find something to take up from the
7.30pm
resources listed below and reorient this Lent.
Wednesday 14 February
Online: ABM Lent 2018 – also has an excellent phone app
 Ashes to Go - Malvern
www.ssje.org - has an accompanying video
Station 7.30am
Check out www.paulinebooks.com.au for Lenten books you can purchase at Pauline
 Eucharist with Imposition
Books and Media, 7 Denmark Hill Road, Hawthorn East.
Jacqui Smith
of Ashes
10.15am & 7.30pm
Summer School 2018
The Very Revd Dr Andreas Loewe
Sunday 25 February
Andreas Loewe’s presentation at the 2018 St George’s Summer
School – demonstrating the genius of Martin Luther (1483-1546) and  Food Collection Sunday
of Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750) – was indeed a tour de force.
It is said that “without Luther there would have been no Bach”; and Tuesday 5th March
 Mothers Union Meeting
Andreas vividly explained that thesis, illustrating their entwined
Noon
lives with some sixty textual slides, many musical excerpts, and some portraits –
including that of Bach by the celebrated Elias Gottlob Haussmann.
Tuesday 13th March
Luther and Bach attended the same school at Eisenach, albeit two centuries apart.  Knitting Group 10.30am
There, and subsequently, each became fluent in several languages, notably Latin;  Parish Council Meeting
and both, as we saw, later studied the New Testament and other religious texts in
7.30pm
Greek and Hebrew. Hence Bach’s comfortable ecclesiastical path.
Luther’s immemorial 95 Theses, condemning Papal indulgences, propelled him as Sunday 25th March
one of the most influential figures in Western civilisation during Bach’s time; and  Holy Week begins
 Palm/Passion Sunday
Bach, a passionate Lutheran, followed in his way.
Thus, Bach, at 48 years old, received a copy of Luther’s German translation of the  Food Collection Sunday
Bible; and his own extensive marginal notes, some of which we saw, shaped the
theology of his later music. Luther’s insistence on the Bible as the
only source of religious authority stamped Bach’s musical work, as
we learned and as we heard.
As I said to Andreas, having absorbed his insightful address, I had
not realised how ignorant I was. I meant every word.
Clive Tadgell
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Summer School 2018
Associate Professor Andrew Singleton,
Sociologist, Deakin University.

The Revd John Stewart
St Benedict and his Rule

Andrew presented to us the results of two
research projects he has lead / been involved with:
“Making sense of the generational decline in
Anglican Identity” and “Remaking Spirituality: the religious and
spiritual lives of Australia’s teens”, data drawn from the
Australian Bureau of Statistics census 1989 to 2016. Between
1981 and 1996 those who identify as Anglican went from 26%
down to 18%.
The rapid Anglican losses between 2011 and 2016 census were
most significant amongst the younger generations. Andrew
said that young people are turning away from institutionalized
religion, but towards “spiritualism”. Clairvoyant sessions in
hotels are proving popular for example.
Young people assert their right to make up their own minds
about many things, including religion, spirituality, morality.
Diversity is part of their everyday experience and 22% say they
are “spiritual” but not “religious”. 91% believe multiculturalism
is good and 74% have a positive attitude towards Muslims. 84%
agree secondary school should allow students to openly
express any sexual gender orientation (13% identify as other
than heterosexual).
Andrew also reported that according to teens, computers and
i-pad’s are old hat and everything is now done on their mobile
phone’s! His session was terrific and highly
worthwhile, but left me feeling “old hat” myself.

The discussion with Rev. John Stewart
of the role of the rules St Benedict could play in
one’s life, helped me to reflect on a number of
aspects of them.
Especially of the need for stability and the need to
stay still and not to try and escape from where
you find yourself.
In this day of constant noise and communication
with social media, the need to be truly present at
the moment was reflected upon with more
understanding.
The need to journey on to be ready for change
and not to cling to the past was also reflected
upon, as was the need to listen, to hear and to be
heard in obedience to Christ the Word.
Overall, a very rewarding day summed up by
St Benedict’s words ..“listen carefully my son, to
the master’s instructions and attend to them with
an ear to your heart”..

David Powell

Jane Bawden

Baptisms
Louis John Slattery child of Brad and Danielle Slattery
Hugo Timothy Shepherd child of Chris and Olga Shepherd
 Sophie Clara Chapman child of James and Georgina Chapman
 Georgia Holly Brisco child of John and Beth Brisco

7 January 2018
14 January 2018
21 January 2018
4 February 2018




Weddings

Daniel Carrington Williams and Felicity Amanda French
 David Lee-Jin Kok and Bei Ye
 David Arthur Eddy and Pinkvana Thaworn


26 November 2017
2 December 2017
20 January 2018

Funerals & Memorials
 Rosanne Elizabeth Lowry
 Jenifer St John
 Joan Veronica O’Brien
 Patrick William Grutzner
 Nancy Treyvaud Paine
 Leonie Rose Thompson
 John Richard McPherson

died
died
died
died
died
died
died
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10 October 2017
16 October 2017
11 November 2017
24 November 2017
26 November 2017
10 December 2017
26 December 2017

Funeral 20 October 2017
Funeral 23 October 2017
Funeral 17 November 2017
Funeral 30 November 2017
Funeral 30 November 2017
Funeral 14 December 2017
Funeral 2 January 2018
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