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The Vicar’'s Corner

This year the Christmas story looks more contemporary than
ever as we have seen the tens of thousands of people risk
everything to leave war zones and find safety in Europe. Who
has not been moved by the images of parents and children
walking hundreds of kilometres, hungry, tired and often
unwelcome. Mary and Joseph fled to Egypt with the infant
Jesus when they learnt that all boys under two were to be killed. Matthew’s
story is shocking. Often called ‘the slaughter of the innocents’ it tells of jealous
King Herod fearing a rival had been born in Bethlehem and stopping at
nothing to hold on to power. It is a story of terror, the abuse of authority and
the suffering of the most vulnerable. We do well to recall that this appalling
event is also part of the Christmas story and share at least some of what we
will spend on ourselves this year with those for whom Matthew’s story is a
present reality. One excellent way to do so is through the National Council
of Churches of Australia. www.actforpeace.org.au
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NEWSbytes

January Summer School for exploring the Christian
faith at St George’s 1 9-2 llanuary 2016 10am-3pm
Guest speakers on bible, beliefs and worship with
plenty of time for questions. Catered lunch included.
S50 per day, $120/3days. Scholarships available.
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More information at please visit our website at:
http://www.stgeorgesmalvern.org/#/bulletins/summer-school
or noticeboard in porch.
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Mark your calendars!

¢ This Sunday Advent 3
Visit of Bp Genieve Blackwell
St George’s new area bishop.
8am & 10am

+ Cabrini Hospital
Eucharist Tuesday

December 15th at 11am
All welcome. Cabrini Ch

¢+ Working Bee
Saturday December 1
9am—11.30am
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Working Bee
Wednesday Dece
in Parish Centre

¢ Christmas E
Service 5 pm
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Profile: Roscoe Howell m

1. What organisation/social concern are you involved in? My role concerns slavery, as defined in
international law and Australian law. | am the Founding Director of a charity called Slavery Links Australia.
We do research and publish information. We provide community education through workshops, academic
seminars and briefings to business and parliamentarians. Slavery Links is a secular group. We have worked
with other secular groups as well as Christian and Jewish faith communities. We have twice been the guest
of St Paul’s Cathedral, Melbourne, where we provided an exhibition in 2009 and 2013 (Go to
www.http://library.slaverylinks.org/exhibitions/ ). We have spoken at public forums. You can listen to a
short broadcast about slavery on the Radio National program ‘Ockham’s Razor’, to be found at:
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/ockhamsrazor/modern-day-slavery-not-just-chains/6685834
2. Why/how did you get involved? | first encountered the campaign against modern slavery in York, UK, in
2005. British people were preparing for the 200™ anniversary of the banning of the trade in African slaves
British territories, 1807. Some other, ancient forms of slavery were not dealt with by the British 200 years
ago. They persist in Australia’s region, there have even been cases of slavery in Australia. In 2008 the High
Court heard Tang’s case; and the Queensland Court of Appeal heard the case of Kovacs. These cases
concerned persons who had come to Australia as free people and been
enslaved in this country. Members of the Australian public witnessed the
enslavements but did not recognise what was happening. Other people have
been enslaved in our names, but indirectly. This happens when we Australians
buy (or receive Dividends from the sale of) products that were made using
forced labour.

3. How does your faith speak influence your social concern and vice versa?
Whenever | visit York, in England, | sit in the precinct of Clifford’s Tower and
reflect on two events. In 306 CE at York, a young Constantine was declared

a junior emperor by the local legions. In this sense, the City of York enabled
the Emperor Constantine to offer official recognition to Christians throughout the Roman world. Yet, in 1190
CE, Clifford's Tower witnessed the massacre and suicide of York's Jews following a pogrom by Christians.

| reflect on this pogrom and other ill-treatment or neglect of people who are vulnerable. | seek to encourage
those Christians who pray for faith also to act for change.

lit: International Labour Orgat
Work in Freedom series.
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e Funerals < Memorials
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