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The Curate’s Corner
The other day I went to the cinema and saw the movie “Dunkirk”. For those of you who
may not be familiar with the event, the movie is based on the real life evacuation of allied
troops from the beaches of Dunkirk in May – June 1940, escaping the ever advancing
German army. Throughout the movie, we see the mounting frustration, bewilderment
and despair as the larger naval evacuation ships are continually bombed and sunk by
German aircraft. The men who appeared so fortunate to get onto the ships, return to shore (if they are
lucky), exhausted and oil smeared, gaining no ground in their efforts to escape.
All in all, it is a logistical nightmare. Some officers are understandably incredulous when they hear the news
that smaller craft such as fishing boats are on their way to take part in the rescue. However, we begin to
recognise the value of having the small boats involved. While enemy planes are focused on destroying the
naval vessels, these boats are able to not only get closer to the shore, but take on the soldiers while the
enemy planes are otherwise engaged. To some degree it is their smallness and seeming insignificance which
enables them to get the job done. While attention is often focused elsewhere, the small boats continue to go
about their aim of rescuing as many of the stranded as possible.
I believe we can find some parallels within our own lives. In a world full of turmoil and political strife, we
often feel frustrated and helpless as we too watch events unfold we have no control over. However, just like
the small boats in the movie, we are in the unique position of being able to get close to the people in need.
It could be our reaching out to people, seemingly insignificant and often unnoticed, that may in fact be the
lifeline they need to begin the journey that hopefully leads them to the ultimate rescuer, our
Lord Jesus.
Jacqui Smith

St George’s Annual Parish Lunch
On Sunday 30th July we held the Annual Parish Lunch. After many previously successful such events over
many years, the Mother’s Union members handed over the running of the lunch to the parish. This was by all
accounts a hard act to follow!
At the Vicar’s invitation, Mr Angus Trumble, Director of the National Portrait Gallery in Canberra, agreed to
be our speaker. He gave a most interesting and eloquent address beginning with his recollection of his
family’s earlier association with St George’s as parishioners. He spoke of the history and development of the
Gallery and its diversity in the selection of portraits on display.
Through the continuing generosity of our regular caterer, who provided us with a delicious roast lunch, we
were able to raise over $1400 for the parish. The Mother’s Union members ran a successful raffle during the
lunch, also raising $309 for the projects they support.
There was certainly a great sense of camaraderie and fellowship amongst the people who attended and all
agreed it was a most enjoyable event.
I would like to thank the Hospitality Committee members, Jenny Newton, Warden, and especially our
parishioners who attended and gave generously to raise funds for St George’s Parish and the Mother’s Union.
Meg Winter
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St George’s Activities Group Outing
On Thursday 18 June, three members of our Activities Group visited the
McClelland Sculpture Park at Langwarrin. After walking the Labyrinth
and an enjoyable lunch in the café, we had a one hour tour of some of
the park in the seven seater motorised buggy, with an excellent volunteer
driver and guide. They have some wonderful art works on display, made
so much more interesting with the guide to show us around and explain
so much. Lots more to see there, so another visit will be planned again
one day. Please keep an eye out for more St George’s group outings and
come along.
Charles Tegner (Activities Group Co-ordinator)
The Birdman’s Wife by Melissa Ashley.

Book Review

This interesting book is about Elizabeth Gould, the wife of the well- known ornithologist John Gould.
In the early nineteenth century women were not expected to have their own career but to be a wife,
mother and supporter of their husband in his life and career. Elizabeth, naively at the age of sixteen,
married John Gould and has eight living children between 1829 and her death at 37 years old in 1850.
She also produced, in a decade long career, 650 hand-coloured lithographs of some of the world’s most
beautiful bird species. She was a gifted water-colourist and left all her children, except her oldest son, Henry, to
travel for two years with her husband to Australia in 1839, on an expedition to collect Australian fauna and bird life.
The killing of the many animals and birds or capturing and placing them in captivity, for purposes of preserving
them for taxidermy so they can be recorded, worried and often upset Elizabeth. On the long and difficult journey to
Australia an albatross was captured and placed in a cage on the deck of the ship. Elizabeth eventually released the
albatross as she could not bear the beautiful creature to be confined any longer.
It is reflective of Elizabeth’s passion for nature that she was able to devote time to her work. While also running a
household for a loving, but driven and difficult husband, who did not always appreciate the time and effort she
gave to him and his public endeavours.
I thought God was very present in this book. Elizabeth Gould ran her family and household on a religious basis by
conducting daily prayers and Bible readings, and they attended church on Sundays. They also conducted Church
services on board ship, and all prayed together when there was a particularly bad storm during their journey.
Elizabeth had conflicted thoughts about the beautiful birds which she painted and the way in which they were
killed for the purpose of science. She also struggled with her role as a wife, mother and artist and in her pioneering
expeditions in the Australian bush. Her love of all these aspects and her courage, physically and spiritually made
this book a very interesting one, as she was a modern woman way ahead of her time.
Melissa Ashley has written her story and brought together all its different aspects in depicting her talent, strength
and courage so that Elizabeth Gould, herself and her beautiful depictions of birds have never been properly
recognised or known. They can now be appreciated in this inspirational book.
Andrea King

Mark your calendars!
Book Group:
Food Collection Sunday:
Mothers Union:
Knitting Group:

Funerals

Monday 14th August North Room at 2pm
Sunday 27th August and Food Collected at 8am for St Alban’s & 10am for St Mark’s
Tuesday September 5th North Room at Noon
Tuesday September 12th North Room at 10:30am
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Marcus Edwin Manders
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