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Peace on earth, goodwill to all
Paul Smejkal, Senior Warden

“Not quite two thousand years ago
the emperor decreed that all the
world must be enrolled… let no
one fail to heed.
Throughout the earth the rich,
the poor, the young, the very old,
all traveled to their towns of birth
so they could be enrolled.”
Patricia, lived life with a passion.
What mattered most to Patricia was
love—the unconditional love that
she saw in the story of Christ’s
birth. And so, as Patricia welcomed
children into her life she started a
family tradition. On Christmas Eve,
the family would gather for dinner,
sing carols and read a book, “The
Baby Born in a Stable” by Janice
Kramer, published in 1965.
“In Bethlehem they found the
inn and knocked upon the door.
My rooms are filled! the owner
yelled, I haven’t any more!
When Joseph told him quietly of
gentle Mary’s plight; that she would
have a baby soon, perhaps that
very night…”
As the years passed and the
children grew older the Christmas
Eve tradition continued, dinner,
music and reading the book and
the children loved it, even if the
language was a little dated and
the rhyming a bit corny.
“The angel spoke: Fear not!
Behold! I bring you news of joy!

In Bethlehem this very night was
born a baby boy!
Who is the Savior, Christ the
Lord; He’ll win over death and sin.
Upon a manger bed He lies, behind
a lowly inn.”
It seemed as if in the blink of an
eye the children grew to adulthood,
they graduated from high school
and entered their adult lives. As
those children left the house Patricia
game them each one gift, a copy of
the book, so that even if they were
not together on Christmas Eve, they
could read the story… together…

“And suddenly a multitude of
angels filled the sky, their voices
glorifying God and praising Him
on high!
And ‘Peace on earth, good will
to all’, resounded through the air,
It seemed there must have been at
least a million angels there!”
This year, thirteen years after
Patricia passed away, her oldest
grandchild, Rachel, received a
graduation present… a book…
“The Baby Born in a Stable”.
Peace on earth, good will to all
from the Smejkal family.

Who in the
world is this?
Care to make a guess?
Answer on Page 27
This little beauty is someone
that we all know and love.
She is practically an octopus
considering all the tasks she
handles at the same time for
all of us … Oh Oh!! Have I said
too much?
Find the answer to this easy
riddle on Page 27.

A Big Thank You!

to The Rev. Nick and Edna

All of us at St. David’s are grateful for your
thoughtful caring for us during Katherine’s
absence. I am especially grateful for your
sermons. I found them thought provoking,
interesting and entertaining as well. Each
Sunday I went home with some new ideas to
ponder and I appreciated that. Thank you both
so much for making the trip from Rochester
each Sunday.
Warm Regards,
Gervaye Parent

St. David’s Facilities
Available for Rent
On September 3, 2017, St. David’s was honored to
host the Marriage of Martha Grave and Adam Dodge.
The ceremony was held in the Peace Garden and the
reception was held in the undercroft. Martha works for
the non-profit IOCP (Interfaith Outreach Community in
Partnership) in Plymouth as a community organizer for
low-income people. Adam works at the Apple Store at
Rosedale as an inventory and logistics department lead.
Do you or someone you know need a fine and accessible
venue for your next event? The kitchen and undercroft
are well supplied and can serve as “The Place to Be”
for many types of occasions. We even have an in-house
caterer available. The meeting rooms are frequently
used by various organizations, but there is room on
the calendar for more. Think of St. David’s next time
you are hatching up your meeting or social plan.
Please contact David Pearson at:
marymann625@gmail.com to inquire or
make your reservations.

DoveTales
2

If you have suggestions for items to be covered in DoveTales, or
photos that we might use, please send them to Gervaye Parent at
GJP1963@yahoo.com. Thank you.
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Saturday, December 9 | 9 am - 1 pm | St. Mark’s Cathedral
An Advent Retreat jointly sponsored by St David’s and St Mark’s
What does it mean to wait for
Jesus? What might Mary and
Joseph have been thinking after
Gabriel’s extraordinary visit? Join
us as we search the Cathedral and
our own souls for meaning of this
sacred season.

Meditations led by the Rev.
Lindsay Hardin Freeman and
Michael Summerfield. Prayers,
discussions, labyrinth walks, quiet
space in the Cathedral. End the
day breaking bread together over
lunch.

All adults are welcome (no
childcare) and rides from
St. David’s are available. Please
contact the Rev. Guy Drake at
gadrake@comcast.net or call
Beth at the church – 952-935-3336
for a ride by December 6.

Las Posadas Returns this Advent Season
Las Posadas is a long-standing
Mexican ritual of re-enacting Mary
and Joseph’s search for lodging
on the way to Bethlehem. In this
tradition, young people, dressed as
Mary and Joseph, travel from house
to house in the weeks leading up to
Christmas and ask for a room for the
night. This practice is a wonderful
way to share the news about the
upcoming arrival of Jesus with an
entire community.
Many faith communities across
the world participate in a Posada
ritual similar to the Mexican tradition. During Advent, nativity figures
of Mary and Joseph travel from home
to home. The Holy Family’s journey
ends on Christmas Eve, when they are
brought to the church. By serving as
innkeepers to Mary and Joseph during
their journey, each host receives an
opportunity to open up their hearts
and their homes, and provide a warm,
comforting welcome for their guests.
Many innkeepers share a favorite
Christmas tradition with Mary and
Joseph, and others create new
traditions with their guests.
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weary travelers into the love and
warmth of your home. Offer prayers
for them, as well as hospitality and
comfortable surroundings.
Innkeepers are asked to take
photos of the Holy Family during
their stay. The photos will be posted
on the St. David’s Facebook page.
By doing this, the entire congregation can participate in the journey
of Mary and Joseph as they travel to
Las Posadas is now part of our
Bethlehem. We all will be witness
Advent traditions at St. David’s.
to the warm, generous St. David’s
Members of St. David’s sign up to
be innkeepers for a few days during welcome Mary and Joseph receive
during each night of their journey.
Advent. Those that sign up will
Although we cannot go back in
receive notice of the dates when
time
and open our homes to Mary
they will be hosting the Holy Family.
and Joseph, by participating in Las
The previous innkeepers bring the
figures of Mary, Joseph and a donkey Posadas, we can take turns to show
to the next innkeepers in a small bas- how we would have cared for this
ket.The basket contains a journal for couple. This tradition is also a
recording your reflections about your visible sign of our care and concern
for those who are without homes and
time with Mary and Joseph or for
keeping a log of the experiences you security at the moment. We invite
you to take this couple into your
shared with the couple. The basket
lives and your hearts during Advent.
also contains a brief liturgy for your
To participate in Posada this
use, and a small candle to light during
the liturgy or whenever you choose. Advent, contact Patti Jurkovich at
patti.jurkovich@gmail.com.
We encourage you to welcome the
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The Advent Season
is a Season of Waiting
The following is a letter, written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer to
his parents, on November 29, 1943 from the Tegel prison
camp in Germany, where he was imprisoned for two years
prior to his execution for opposing Hitler, the Nazi’s and
their destruction of the church and marginalization of the
German people. He was hanged 5 days before the war ended
and 10 days before Hitler committed suicide.
Jesus stands at the door
knocking (Rev. 3:20). In total
reality, he comes in the form
of the beggar, of the dissolute human child in ragged
clothes, asking for help.
He confronts you in every
person that you meet. As long
as there are people, Christ
will walk the earth as your
neighbor, as the one through
whom God calls you, speaks
to you, makes demands on
you.That is the great seriousness and great blessedness of
the Advent message. Christ is
standing at the door; he lives
in the form of a human being
among us. Do you want to
close the door or open it?
It may strike us as strange
to see Christ in such a near
face, but He said it, and those
who withdraw from the
serious reality of the Advent
message cannot talk of the
coming of Christ in their
heart, either …

Christ is knocking. It’s still
not Christmas, but it’s also
still not the great last Advent,
the last coming of Christ.
Through all the Advents of
our life that we celebrate
runs the longing for the last
Advent, when the word will
be: “See, I am making all
things new” (Rev. 21:5)
The Advent season is a
season of waiting, but our
whole life is an Advent season,
that is, a season of waiting for
the last Advent, for the time
when there will be a new
heaven and a new earth.
We can and should also,
celebrate Christmas despite
the ruins around us … I think
of you as you now sit together
with the children and with all
the Advent decorations – as in
earlier years you did with us.
We must do all this, even more
intensively because we do
not know how much longer
we have.

Listen! I am standing at the door,
knocking; if you hear my voice
and open the door, I will come in
and eat with you and you with me.
– Revelation 3:20
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Greening
of the Church –
December 24 or
December 23
Have you ever wondered how the
Sanctuary is transformed in time for
Christmas Eve? It takes a dedicated
group of volunteers who give a few
hours of their time to put up and
decorate the tree, and to hang the
window garlands and candles in
the windows. This includes adding
greenery to the artificial “greens”
in the windows and placing the
poinsettias. This task is usually done
after the final Sunday service before
Christmas Eve.
We ask that you check the bulletins
for the correct date, as the church
program shows December 24th
and any change will be made after
Katherine returns. We need ablebodied men, women and children
who can join us in this fun activity.
If you are interested in helping, please
contact Gretchen Lord. There will
be lunch (soup/chili) provided for all
volunteers.
We keep the “greenery” up until after
the wise men come on Epiphany and
then need volunteers to pack away
for next year.
Thank you to all who have helped in
the past and any newbies as this
makes our church a beautiful place
to greet Jesus’ birth.
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Don’t Miss the Craft Bazaar
and Bake Sale
On Sunday, December 10th, following
both the 8:00 am and 9:30 am
services a bountiful array of craft
items and yummy baked goods will
be on display, in the undercroft,
ready for you to purchase and
enjoy. This event is, of course,
a fund raiser for the parish and
who better to contribute to while
at the same time getting the good
stuff!!

Crafters and Bakers get out your
needle and thread, and your
measuring spoons and create something great to bring to the sale. All
baked goods need to be plated in the
size in which they will be sold. The
volunteers will price them for you.
Please deliver all your wonderful
contributions to the Undercroft
between 10:00 am and 12:00 pm on
Saturday, December 9th.

What Reminds
You of Christmas?
By Ernestine Northover

A holly wreath hung on the door,
Or presents strewn across the floor,
Tall Christmas tree with baubles bright,
Which fills our hearts with such delight.

Calling all Senior
High and Middle
School People!!!
It’s a COOKIE BAKE!!! And I suspect a little cookie
eating will go along with this activity. Come and
join in the baking of cookies and making of holiday
cards on Wednesday evening, December 13th.
These goodies will be taken by St. David’s carolers to
homebound St. David’s parishioners on
December 17th. All Youth are encouraged to join in.

DoveTales

§ Volume 6 § Winter § 2017

Carols sung out in the snow,
A Snowman built with eyes aglow,
Crackers pulled, a song to sing,
Candles lit, and bells that ring.
Roasted turkey, which tastes divine,
Rich, fruit cake, with an iced design,
No, the most important reminder of all,
Is the birth of a babe in an Ox’s stall.
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Christmas Services
and Office Hours
Sun., Dec. 24: Fourth Sunday of Advent
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with Choir
		 Greening of the Church

The First
Call for Help
at St. David’s

Sun., Dec. 24: Eve of the Nativity
		 (One Service Only)
4:30 pm Holy Eucharist/Kid’s Choir/music
Mon., Dec. 25:
		
		
10:00 am

The Nativity of Our Lord
(One Service Only)
Office Closed for Christmas
Holy Eucharist

Tues., Dec. 26: Office Closed for Christmas
Sun., Dec. 31: First Sunday after Christmas
8:00 am Holy Eucharist
9:30 am Holy Eucharist with Choir
Mon., Jan. 1:	Office Closed in Observance
of New Years

St. David’s Book Club
By Carol Stender

We had our first book club meeting in October.
We read and discussed Louise Erdrich’s
The Round House. Well, we kinda’ discussed
the book—the conversation took on a life of its
own and the discussion was very wide ranging
and fascinating. All opinions were heard and
respected. This is the nature of a good book
group—active listening and thoughtful
speaking. We were led by our intrepid new
“Queen” Cathy Schwichtenberg. Cathy had
many notes prepared for the meeting but I
don’t think we got to many of them as the
discussion seemed to just naturally flow.
Cathy will be selecting the next book for the
February 27th meeting. If you can’t make that
date, there will be one more to follow on April
24th. All are welcome. The meetings are at
church and start at 6:00 pm. If you have any
questions contact Cathy at 612-710-2203.
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952-767-0891
The “First Call for Help”
phone number, known as the
Pastoral Care Phone Line
number is 952-767-0891.
Even now when Katherine is
back, this is the right number
to call for all pastoral needs,
such as Eucharistic visits,
personal visits, prayer shawls
or the need to be in contact
with clergy.

Regular Vestry
Meetings:
All are
welcome!
Regular vestry meetings are
held on the third Monday of
each month, at 7:00 pm, in
the Library at St. David’s.
Everyone is welcome to
attend these meetings.
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She’s Back!!!

Welcome Home Katherine
We Have Missed You!
We hope your time away was filled with blessings
On Sunday, January 14th, Katherine
and the parish will celebrate our
mutual growth, renewal and the
transformative power of God
that has taken place during her
absence. Please watch the Sunday

bulletins for more details. In the
meantime, you can be thinking
about interesting and/or amusing
things that happened during
Katherine’s absence that you
could relay at this event.

Wednesday Night Suppers
By Carol Stender

We adjusted the Wednesday night
supper schedule to reflect the youth
group meeting dates. Suppers are
served on the Wednesdays when
the youth meet—roughly every other
Wednesday. We have a few
“regulars” and several who come
to supper when they have time
or when the menu is appealing.
Suppers start at 5:45 pm allowing

Bell Choir members to have a quick
bite before their rehearsal. Serving
until 6:30 pm allows for the youth
and everyone else to enjoy a
meal and conversation. The
intergenerational nature of the
suppers is especially enjoyable
as good food and good interactions are the keys to community.
Suppers will continue in 2018 on

the every other Wednesday schedule beginning on January 10th. We
are always looking for additional
cooks—not a difficult task with
mentors ready to assist. We also
need a new coordinator (scheduler)
for the rest of the year. If you would
like more information or would
like to volunteer please contact
Carol Stender 952-444-0596.

Thanks to All Who Attended
“Body and Sold”
October 14th, a big crowd of
people showed up to see the
play put on by Chain Reaction
in St. David’s undercroft. The
play seeks to create a chain
reaction by raising awareness
of juvenile sex trafficking in our
communities. Their portrayal of
true stories of survivors of sex
trafficking was sobering and
thought provoking.
Following the play a presentation and Q&A by a local police
officer who works in this area
was also very informative.
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Let’s become part of the
solution at St. David’s:
1. Contact one of Chain
Reaction’s partners to find
out what you can do to
help: Cherish all Children,
Cornerstone, Trades of Hope,
Breaking Free, Tubman and
Passageways.
2. Write to your local legislators.
3. Spread the word and raise
awareness to others.
4. Learn more … start by
checking out Chain Reaction’s
Resources page.
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Music at St. David’s
Music @ St. David’s
2017-2018 Season
Huldra vs. Huldah

New Choir Members
Welcome!
Have you wanted to give CHOIR a try, but not ready
for the full commitment? Here’s your chance!
Come join us Wednesday, November 29th and prepare
to sing with us through Advent and Christmas.
NOW LET US SING!

Sunday, March 4, 3 pm
A Huldra is a forest spirit from Norwegian
folk lore. Norwegian composer, Edvard
Grieg was inspired to set the folk lore
based poetry of Henrik Ibsen to song.
Grieg composed six songs for voice and
piano. He borrowed from these songs to
create his one and only string quartet in g
minor. Huldah, Erika, Valerie, and Ruth will
perform this epic string quartet for your
enjoyment along with Haydn Op. 2 no. 5
and Beethoven’s Grosse Fugue.

From Bach to Bartok

Friday, April 13, 7 pm
We finish off our season with selections
from Bach’s Art of Fugue, Schulhoff’s 5
Pieces for String Quartet and Bartok’s
incredible String Quartet No. 2. Bartok’s
quartets are some of the most difficult
pieces of chamber music ever written.
What a way to end an amazing season!

Soup & Song
Caroling
Sunday, December 17th
We’ll gather in the Undercroft after the
forum for homemade soup, fresh bread,
and a few carols. Then we’ll head off in
our vehicles to sing for some of our most
beloved St. David’s parishioners who
can’t make it to church.
ALL AGES are welcome!
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Talent Night
Kids Choir
@ Christmas

Singing & Ringing

January 26th
6:30 pm

Because we will only have
ONE SERVICE on December 24th,
there will be NO PAGAENT this
year. Instead, Kids Choir will sing
and ring at the 4:30 pm service.
Kids will practice songs following
the 9:30 am Eucharist each Sunday
in Advent starting November 26th.
Please contact
Meg @ 763.473.0151 or
cornkeys@yahoo.com if your child
would like to participate!

JAM
SESSION

Jam Session: Definition: A relatively
informal gathering of amateur
and/or professional musicians,
who desire to gather and share
music together in a casual setting.
The emphasis is on fun, music
and sharing musical gifts
Bring your voice, your guitar, some
drums or maybe even that kazoo!
Grab whatever you want. Once
winter arrives, let’s start jamming,
meeting informally to make some
music. This is just a warning to you
to sharpen up your musical chops.
More information to follow.
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Mark your calendars –
you won’t want to miss this!

OPEN CALL FOR
ACTS AND AUDIENCE
Come perform OR witness the talents
of your St. David’s family members.
We’ll provide the pizza, salad, ice cream,
and family friendly entertainment.
You bring $8/adult or $5/kid to donate
and hands ready for
nonstop exuberant clapping.
Sign up in the Undercroft or contact Meg @
763.473.0151 or cornkeys@yahoo.com.
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Three Pretty Interesting Guys
(None of them Drake)
The Three Kings Journey
to Worship Jesus

We know that Jesus was born in
Bethlehem and that following His
birth wise men came from the east to
worship Him and to bring Him gifts.
Can you imagine what Mary must
have thought about this unusual and
astonishing event? It would seem that
she had much to ponder following
this visit. The very fact that they were
described as “wise” lends credence to
the story of the birth of Jesus and its
importance to the world.
It is estimated that these men may
have traveled from what is now Iraq,
Saudi Arabia, Iran or Yemen. We are
never told specifically when they
arrive to greet Jesus, but it took
them some time to travel to reach
where Jesus was. In addition,
Herod’s decree that all first-born
boys under the age of 2 years be
executed, suggests that their arrival
was approximately 2 years after the
kings first saw the star.

We Three Kings of Orient are …
The Bible does not say how many
there were, or that they were kings
even. We only assume that there
were three because there were
three gifts reported and we think of
them as kings because of prophesies
in the old testament which say kings
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will bow down to Him. (Isaiah 60:3,
Psalm 68:29, and Psalm 72:10).They
were definitely men of great learning because they knew something
of Astronomy and Astrology—both
regarded as sciences, which went
hand in hand then.They had seen a
new and unusual new star in the sky.
Today it is speculated that it could
have been a comet, a supernova, a
conjunction of planets or something
supernatural!!
On their way to see Jesus they
visited Herod who, feeling threatened
by the possibility of a new king of
the Jews, asked them to report back
to him when they found this new
king. He had evil plans for such a
usurper.
These travelers would probably
have been very rich and therefore,
held in high esteem in their own
society. When they traveled, they
would likely have had many servants
with them. Even though the bible
doesn’t name the men, western
religions have given them names:
Gaspar or Caspar brought Frankincense to Jesus, Melchior brought
gold, and Balthazar brought the
gift of Myrrh. Each of these gifts
is expensive and symbolic of
traditional gifts of the time to kings.

Gold is of great worth and would be
needed by Jesus’ family for the tough
road ahead and also symbolized the
fact that they believed Him a king.
Frankincense was used in worship
in the churches and demonstrated
that people would worship Jesus,
and Myrrh a perfume, it is said,
showed that Jesus would suffer and
die, for it was used to put on dead
bodies to make them smell nice.
Following their visit, the three
wise men, having been warned in a
dream, not to tell Herod where they
had found Jesus, traveled home by
a different route. We, too, once we
meet Jesus travel a different route.
We remember the visit of the
Magi with the observance of
Epiphany, January 6, which is the
day immediately following the
twelve days of Christmas.
Note: The text specifies no interval
between the birth and the visit, and
artistic depictions and the closeness
of the traditional dates of December
25 and January 6 encourage the
popular assumption that the visit
took place the same winter as the
birth, but later traditions varied,
with the visit taken as occurring up
to two winters later.
Volume 6 § Winter § 2017 §
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Epiphany Sunday Parish
Baby Shower Back
By Popular Demand!
Once again this Epiphany
Sunday, January 7th, St. David’s
will honor the gifts of the Magi by
celebrating a parish baby shower.
Our community partner, Reach
and Restore, will distribute the
items we collect to young mothers
moving into permanent housing
in the west Metro. Please bring
your contributions to the service
on that morning.

Gift Suggestions/
Critical Need Items:

• Newborn diapers up to size 3
(especially newborn)
• Baby Wipes
• Onesies and pants up to
one-year-old
• Small cotton blankets
• Socks/booties
• Towels and washcloths

• Feminine hygiene products
• Small baby toys
• Early learning toys
• Board books
• Car seats (w/gift receipts so
that they could be exchanged)
• Gift cards for Target, Cub, etc.
• Crib sheets
• Cribs and/or Pack n’ Play

• Nursing pads

The Epiphany: We Welcome the Three Kings!
Sunday, January 7 (Note: Only 1 service on the Epiphany)
9:30 am
The Prophets arrive…Holy Eucharist
and the Arrival of the Magi with Baby Shower
10:45 am
Forum: Epiphany Baby Shower –
Reach and Restore – Ronda Oliver

Ronda Oliver conducting the Epiphany
Sunday Forum And Epiphany Baby Shower
This year on Epiphany Sunday, January 7,
2018, we welcome Ronda Oliver from Reach
and Restore to conduct our Sunday Forum.
Ronda founded Reach and Restore originally
as a response to Hurricane Katrina, and it
has grown into a vital link in our community
for individuals and families moving into
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permanent housing from homelessness.
Our Epiphany baby shower that morning is
conducted each year to provide Reach and
Restore with much-needed items for young
mothers. Please plan to join us to hear ways
that we can do even more for this important
neighborhood organization.
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October Campus Cleanup Day
On Saturday, October 28th, 14 dedicated
workers showed up and worked so
hard that they accomplished every
single task that was on the task “wish”
list!! It is really something that they
accomplished this much. Bushes and
trees were trimmed, and, removed
plants and leaves generated 4 trailer
loads of material to be delivered to
the dump site.
Bob Triebenbach, our faithful
foodie prepared and served a
wonderful lunch which was
thoroughly enjoyed by all.
If you missed the date this time,
be sure to watch for the next clean-up
date in the spring, so you can join in
the fun. The whole community at
St. David’s is grateful to David Pearson,
who is the grand poobah-leaderorganizer of the team, and all the
rest who take such good care of our
spiritual home.
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Blessings and Bounty
Outreach Gala
Thank You!
Thank you to all those who contributed to and/or attended
last week’s Blessings and Bounty Outreach Gala. The final
numbers are still being calculated, but it looks like we raised
in the ballpark of $12,000. A special thank you goes out to
the committee members who worked tirelessly behind the
scenes to create a successful event: David Pearson,
Tom Edmond, Cathy Schwichtenberg, Gretchen Lord,
Karin Lindquist, Sarah Leigh, Kitsy Meyer, Kristin Smejkal,
Kimberle Lopac, Tom Lutz, Kathryn Zirbes and Don Deakyne.
Thank you also goes out to Laura Dickenson and her
team for the fabulous Italian-themed dinner, Dean Sather
for emceeing the event, and Boy Scout Troop 207 for
helping with cleanup. We put the “Fun” in FUNdraising
at St. David’s.
Please return lanyards and gift basket baskets so we may
use them at future events.
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Cornerstone
Endowment Fund News
As of October 31, 2017—
Total gifts to date: $94,626 Current value: $106,392
By Susan Taylor

The Endowment Fund is a longterm project intended to support
outreach ministries, and will take
years to make a significant impact.
It is not meant to replace, and
should not replace your regular
pledge contributions. Nor, are we
asking for ‘extra’ contributions to
be made regularly.
Our desired sources of
contributions are from assets
that parishioners have accumulated over time and no longer
need for their daily needs.
Common examples are appreciated investments, bequests in a
will or trust, insurance policies,
or other assets. The Cornerstone
Endowment Fund, with its longterm structure, was designed to
be able to accept more complex
giving like the strategy described
below.
				

Direct Donations of
Required Minimum Distributions

If you have assets in a traditional
IRA and are 70 and 1/2 or older,
you generally must take Required
Minimum Distributions (RMDs)
from the IRA, and these distributions are usually taxable as income. However, you can elect to
have your broker send the RMD
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directly to a charity of your choice,
and this may have tax advantages.
These contributions, known as a
qualified charitable distribution
(QCD), can be used to meet the
RMD limits for the year but the
distribution is not taxed and does
not count toward Adjusted Gross
Income on your tax return.
Benefits of this strategy:
• You get the tax benefit of the
charitable donation without
the requirement to itemize
deductions on your tax return.
• 	Because this strategy reduces the
adjusted gross income, it may also
help lower the tax rate applied to
social security benefits or other
income sources.
Note that this strategy can be used
with IRAs and some other accounts,
but not 401(k) accounts. Also, the
distribution must go directly from
the broker or manager to the charity;
taking the distribution yourself and
then writing a check does not have
the same treatment.
Example:
Let’s assume John Doe has a
traditional (non-Roth) IRA, and must
take an RMD of $2000 in 2017, and
his tax rate is 25%.

•	If he took the RMD directly,
John would have $2000 of
income from the RMD. He could
then donate the $2000 to a
charity. Although the donation is
tax-deductible, if John does not
have enough other deductions
for it to make sense to itemize
rather than take the standard
deduction ($6350 for single
taxpayers), he won’t get any
tax benefit for the donation.
•	If instead John made the donation via a QCD, his income
would be $2000 less, and he
could still take the standard
deduction. He would owe
$500 less in taxes (25% of the
$2000) compared to not using
a QCD.
Please note that the above
should not be relied upon as
individual tax or legal advice.
We encourage you to work with
a tax professional to discuss your
individual circumstances.
If you are considering a gift
to the Endowment Fund, please
talk to David Niles or Robbie
Stokes. Stay tuned for more
giving strategies in future issues
of DoveTales.
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Good Night Gardens. Sleep Tight.
The gardens have been put to bed for the
season after a very busy summer in bloom.
Enjoy the photo look back. We had a few
events in the Peace garden which kept the
gardeners on their toes keeping things tidy.
There was Morning Prayer as well as the
blessing of the animals and the best of all
was Martha and Adam’s wedding where
the weather totally cooperated. The youth
helped spread mulch … all 80 bags! It looked
wonderful. The other great gardeners to be
thanked for their hard work are Pat Anderson, Carol Johnson, Marty Scott, Elizabeth
Dolezal, David Pearson and Randy Lindquist.
There is plenty of space for more folks who
would like to help enhance the gardens so if
you feel so moved just give me a call! Timing
and time commitment is always flexible. –
Launa Tucker 952-935-1294

Happening In and
Around St. David’s
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Episcopal Church in Minnesota
Convention 2017: A Reunion
by Ann Carda

ECMN convention is a lot like a family reunion… there’s
the excitement of going and connecting with friends,
new and old. There’s the anxiety of wondering “where
do I fit in, in this big, diverse family of Episcopalians in
Minnesota?” There’s the joy of spending time around
the table (both physical and spiritual) deepening connections with fellow St. David’s delegates. And there
is always the hope of making new connections and
learning from other Episcopalians around our state. This
year’s convention was wonderfully every bit of that.

Becoming Beloved Community
“Without new visions, we don’t know what to build,
only what to knock down” – Robin Kelley
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is probably best remembered
for his “I Have a Dream” speech and probably for good
reason. There’s something deeply human about dreaming… which is exactly what we were invited to do at
convention this year. Dreaming about ways that all of
us—in the Episcopal Church in Minnesota—can
participate in this kingdom work of promoting justice,
racial reconciliation and peace in our world. We were
introduced to Dr. King’s vision of the Beloved Community which, I’ll admit, I had never heard of before. It’s
beautifully summarized here by The King Center… “The
Beloved Community is a global vision, in which all people
can share in the wealth of the earth. In the Beloved
Community, poverty, hunger and homelessness will not
be tolerated because international standards of human
decency will not allow it. Racism and all forms of
discrimination, bigotry and prejudice will be replaced
by an all-inclusive spirit of sisterhood and brotherhood.
In the Beloved Community, international disputes will
be resolved by peaceful conflict-resolution and reconciliation of adversaries, instead of military power. Love and
trust will triumph over fear and hatred. Peace and justice
will prevail over war and military conflict.”
Clearly this is long-term commitment work. Sitting
around our table, we were invited to ask each other a
series of 4 sets of questions…
1. Telling the Truth
– Who are we? What things have we done and left
undone regarding racial justice and healing?
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2. Proclaiming the Dream
–H
 ow can we publically acknowledge things done
and left undone? What does Beloved Community
look like in this place? What behaviors and
commitments will foster reconciliation, justice,
and healing?
3. Repairing the Breach
– What institutions and systems are broken? How
will we participate in repair, restoration, and
healing of people, institutions, and systems?
4. Practicing the Way of Love
–H
 ow will we grow as reconcilers, healers, and
justice-bearers? How will we actively grow
relationship across dividing walls and seek
Christ in the other?
I invite each of you to reflect on these questions as
well… taking careful notice of how they make you feel.
Do you feel excited and inspired or are you left with a
feeling of sadness and hopelessness of how far we have
to go to reach this goal? Maybe a little of both? It was
helpful for me to sit quietly and take in the wide range
of emotions that this exercise stirred up in those around
my table.
Around our table of mainly St. David’s delegates was
also this quiet, unassuming couple from St. Cloud—
Nancy and Jason—who slowly began sharing little
stories about the work they do with the homeless. Little
things, like laundry… how does a homeless person clean
their clothes? They started meeting at a laundromat on
Tuesday evenings… bringing quarters and soap and food.
Out of this small gesture a community was born. They
also set up tiny food pantries (like the little libraries you
see on peoples’ lawns) where you can leave food if you
have extra or take some if you need it. Nancy and Jason
have already come to the Twin Cities to share their story
with a group of St. David’s parishioners who wondered
if we could do this in our neighborhood. I’m so thankful
for our annual gathering at convention that invites the
presence of the Holy Spirit to come and move among us,
inspiring us, daring us to dream about the world that is
possible through the work of God.
If you are interested in adding your energy in the
building up of any of these ideas that are very much in the
beginning stages, please email me at acarda21@gmail.com
and I’ll be sure to connect you with the right person.
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Finally, for those who are interested in the business
portion of convention, here are those details:
• 	St. David’s was represented by lay delegates
Paul Smejkal, David Pearson, Ann Carda and
Kevin Conley and clergy delegate Jennifer Allred.
Julia Handley attended as our youth representative
and Gervaye Parent as a guest representing the
Radical Hospitality team.
• 	For the fifth year in a row we passed a balanced
budget (our overall Administrative and Management
expenses decreased from 2017 to 2018).
• 	For the seventh year in a row we were able to keep
our Mission and Ministry Support flat (this is the
amount each parish pays to ECMN)
• 	We elected the following members to serve on
various committees at ECMN.

Standing Committee
Chris Commers – Trinity, Excelsior (3-year term)
Sue Grove – Christ Church, Austin (3-year term)
Alexis Roy – St. John’s, St. Cloud (2-year term)
Judy Shoulak – Holy Apostles, St. Paul (1-year term)
Debbie Brown – St. Mary’s, St. Paul (3-year term)
R
 amona Scarpace – St. John’s in the Wilderness,
White Bear Lake (3-year term)
Tom Cook – St. Stephen’s, Edina (1-year term)
Commission on Ministry
Paul Ehling – Calvary, Rochester (3-year term)
Lee Domenick – St. Luke’s, Minneapolis (3-year term)
Trustees
Tristan English – Christ Church, Red Wing
(3-year term)
Bill McNally – St. Christopher, Roseville (3-year term)
M
 ichael Reymann – St. Martin’s by-the-Lake,
Minnetonka Beach (3-year term)

St. David’s convention delegation showing off their labyrinth tatoos: David Pearson, Julia Handley,
Paul Smejkal, Jennifer Allred, Kevin Conley, Gervaye Parent, and Ann Carda.

Did You Know?
Sunday Morning Prayer Station
Did you know that a thoughtful
listener and prayer person is
available during distribution
of the Eucharist, during each
Sunday service? In the back of
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the church, the Narthex, you
will find the prayer station with a
fervent pray-er waiting to listen
and pray for you. Prayer Works!!
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An Interesting Tale of
Two Faith-Filled Fullers
By Gervaye Parent

Ann and Bill both have very
interesting life stories. Bill grew up
in the famous rural South Dakota
town of Flandreau and Ann was
born in a pub in England. There
have been many interesting twists
and turns in their lives, and all of
their unique life experiences have
left them with complete faith in
God and the power of prayer.
Bill confidently says,“All my
prayers have been answered.
Prayer works”.
Bill’s hometown of Flandreau,
South Dakota, is a beautiful small
town where his father owned a
retail appliance shop. In it he sold
and repaired all types of small
electrical appliances. His father
was a very smart man and was
completely self-taught all about
electricity.
Flandreau is famous because it
had a well-known Native American
High School which is the second
largest one in the USA. Bill
graduated from the local public
high school where he played sports
and was a drummer in the band.
After high school Bill, went to
college at the University of South
Dakota in Vermillion, where he
graduated with a B.S. in Business
Administration.
He was in ROTC and earned a
commission at graduation. Following
16 weeks of Officers Training School
in Georgia and Arkansas where it
was “hotter than heck”, in 1955
he shipped out to Nuremburg,
Germany where he served as
an officer and platoon leader in
heavy artillery.
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Some time after his Army days,
Bills mother died from cancer and
that inspired Bill to volunteer for the
Hennepin County Cancer Society. At
that time, he was an Area Governor
for The Speakers Bureau and had
an easy time getting members to
speak at cancer education meetings
with the public. All of that led to his
lifelong work with several charitable
organizations. He worked for the
March of Dimes, American Cancer

Society, both the Minnesota and
Wisconsin Cancer Society, The
Minnesota Heart Association, United
Way, and the Minnesota Epilepsy
League, often changing jobs due to
the limited length of government
grants as well as to advance his
career.
Ann was born in her grandma’s
bedroom above the pub that she
operated. Ann and her mother lived
with her grandma there while her
Volume 6 § Winter § 2017 §

DoveTales

father was away in the service. The
pub, called “The Rose”, was located
near the Air Base and the soldiers
frequented The Rose. Ann has fond
memories of when they would have
sing-a-longs with the soldiers as a
young girl. Her father came home
rarely and some years later, Ann’s
sister Barbara was born in the bed
and breakfast that her grandma
owned. After the war her father
was in a military police organization
which sent him to Malaysia.
He spent several years there and
eventually Ann, Barbara and their
mother went to Malaysia to live
as well.
After living there for a period of
time, Ann and Barbara returned, by
ship, to England to live with their
grandma. Ann was 15 at this time
and Barbara was 8 but her father
and mother, who had divorced,
stayed in Malaysia. Soon Barbara was
sent to live with her aunt Barbara,
also known as “Dinky” and Ann went
to live with a good friend, Mary and
her family who subsequently moved
to America and took Ann with them.
Ann seldom saw her parents or
a brother who had been born in
Malaysia.
When Ann got to America at the
young age of 19 she had no money
and so started looking for a job
immediately. She interviewed at

the American Cancer society, who
knew a good thing when they saw
her! They immediately hired her as a
receptionist/bookkeeper. Ann
worked there for 41 years -- from
1959 till 2000!! She was such a
strong contributor to the organization that she was promoted to
every single job in the organization.
Eventually, she taught various classes
all over the country; public relations,
how to organize state offices of
American Cancer Society and many
other courses, to employees and
volunteers. She worked with the
boards of directors in all Minnesota
counties and was highly successful
in raising money for the organization. She ended her career, retiring
from The American Cancer Society
as the Executive V.P. of the State of
Minnesota Cancer Society. What
an accomplishment this was
considering her challenging life
circumstances!
Bill says his mother’s death from
cancer led him to volunteer and
then ultimately led him to his
lifelong partner, Ann, because The
Cancer Society is where they
met. At that time, he was in the
Des Moines office and she was in
the Hennepin county offices. They
dated for a period of time, then took
a little break. He prayed for a good

woman to love and care for and was
directed by The Holy Spirit to call
Ann. He obeyed and is grateful
that he did. They rejoined their
relationship and shortly thereafter
were married at St. Mark’s Cathedral
in Minneapolis in 1958.
In 1970 Ann and Bill attended a
Cursillo weekend retreat and for
the next 10 years they worked
on Cursillos. The Cursillo, a short
course in Christianity which
originated in the Roman Catholic
Church, focuses on showing
Christian lay people how to become
effective Christian leaders.
Bill and Ann came to St. David’s in
1968. Bill has been on the vestry and
both have taught Bible Study. They
have traveled far and wide and still
enjoy going to Florida in the winter.
Ann’s mom, age 96, is in Australia
with her husband as is the brother
that Ann didn’t get to know well. Bill
and Ann have traveled to Australia to
visit and remain in touch with her
family there. Bill and Ann have
4 children and 3 grandchildren:
Beth who lives in Eden Prairie with
her husband Tony and their children
Luke and Katelyn, Douglas who lives
in Bemidji with his wife Jeri and
their daughter Lexie, Amy who
lives in Minneapolis and Billy who
lives in Excelsior.

Monday Morning
Contemplative Prayer
No experience necessary to join others for
Contemplative Prayer Monday mornings
from 9:00-9:30 am. We meet in the Conference
Room/Oratory, opening with a reflective
reading, meditating for twenty minutes and
then closing with prayer.
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Transportation
St. David’s helps coordinate rides for parishioners
who cannot drive themselves. If you would like to
help provide transportation for parishioners from
time to time or, if you have a transportation need,
please contact Tom Edmond at 952-936-0968.
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St. David’s Housing Committee
Update on Affordable Housing
By Carol Johnson

Thank you to all who have supported
both the Minnetonka and the
Plymouth affordable housing
proposals by writing letters,
making phone calls, and sending
emails. Organizational work of this
sort requires time for learning,
asking questions, listening, reflecting
and making connections.

Shady Oak Crossings
(tentative name) in Minnetonka
•	The Minnetonka Planning
Commission and the Minnetonka
City Council approved plans for
the 49 unit housing complex.
•	There will be 1, 2 and 3 bedroom
units, with rents ranging from
$800 to $1200/month.
•	There will be on site management,
an exercise room, resident
community room, underground
parking, and an outdoor play area.
•	Affordable means all units are
available to residents who make
60% of the average median
income.
•	The city of Minnetonka owns the
current strip mall property at the
intersection of Shady Oak Road
and Main Street.

•	The city will sell the land; Ron
Clark Construction would pay
for it through tax credits and will
learn if they are approved for the
financing by next October.
•	Construction must begin by 2020.
•	Benefits to the community:
1.	Removal of a blighted property,
clean up contaminated property,
treatment of surface water
run-off, additional sidewalks.
2.	This location has the many
necessary factors needed for
affordable housing: Access to
metro transit bus service,
walking distance to commercial
services, on arterial street,
good schools.
3.	It’s guaranteed affordable for
30 years.

Cranberry Ridge: Beacon Interfaith
Housing in Plymouth
•	Beacon has successfully built
17 affordable housing complexes
in the Twin Cities, benefitting
homeless teens, families with
children, and individuals recently
released from prison.
•	They focus on providing housing
for the people most in need of
support.

•	Interfaith Outreach staff (ICA
•	Ron Clark Construction is the
for Plymouth) will support the
developer; he has successfully built
families to have jobs, increase
affordable housing in the area.
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their income and provide other
supports as needed. They have
funding set aside for this purpose.
•	Common Bond will provide on
sight management.
•	Similar to Minnetonka Crossroads,
there will be 1, 2, 3 and a few
4 bedroom units.
•	Plans include a community room,
computer room, outdoor and
indoor play areas for children, and
underground parking.
•	Beacon would own the building
so it will always be affordable
housing.

So where is Beacon in getting
approval for Cranberry Ridge:
•	Beacon purchased the property
in the last year.
•	Close to 150 Beacon supporters
attended the Plymouth City
Planning Commission Meeting
on October 18.
•	Plymouth City Planning
Commission wants to keep it
zoned as business and office
and did not approve Beacon’s
application for a zoning change
to living units.
•	Some of the city concerns: would
like to see children’s play lot in a
different location, a fire lane
will need a variance, and public
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•	Cranberry Ridge meets all the
Collaborative flyers in St. David’s
access would be lacking to 3 lots
requirements to change the
Undercroft including the FAQ
adjacent to Cranberry Ridge. They
zoning from business/commercial
about Cranberry Ridge.
support affordable housing but feel
to living unit zoning. The Council
this is not the right location.
•	To see the quality homes that
has discretion whether to grant the
Beacon creates, request a tour
•	At the time of this writing,
changes and 50% of the time the
of Creekside Commons in
Beacon is making adjustments
city council votes differently than
Minneapolis by contacting:
to the site plan and will present
the planning commission
Elodie, elee@beaconinterfaith.
those changes at the Plymouth City
•	For more information, pick up
or or 651-789-6260, ext. 200 to
Council meeting on Tuesday,
Beacon Interfaith Housing
schedule a tour.
November 28.

Families Moving Forward:

Working to End Homelessness
Supporting One Family at a Time
By Karin Lindquist

St. David’s has provided support
for this program for more than
20 years, serving as a host
congregation and advocating at
the legislature to raise awareness
of the need for affordable housing
in the Twin Cities with special
interest in the western suburbs.
Homelessness happens for
a variety of reasons and
parents with children are
most vulnerable. Sleeping in
a car, someone’s couch or
temporary shelter is often
crowded, stressful, and disruptive
especially for children. Families
Moving Forward works with
up to 12 families at a time
and will serve approximately
75 families in the year. While
congregations such as St. David’s
provide a room at night, the
program provides space for
storage, laundry facilities,
computer access, jobs and
housing search services. Their
success rate is high because
families are held accountable
to the program.
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From March 18-25, 2018,
St. David’s will offer shelter for
4-5 families. With the help of
neighboring parishes such as
Epiphany, Bethlehem Lutheran,
Blue Oaks and St. Martin’s bythe-Lake, we will welcome these
families offering dinners, snacks,
breakfasts and a safe place to
sleep.
We invite you to participate by
joining us in this work. Please
consider these actions:
• J
 oin our FMF Core Planning
Team – it’s fun and doesn’t
require big commitments!
• C
 ontact Karin Lindquist,
Carol Johnson, Phil Grave or
Paul Smejkal.
• D
 onate a Cub Foods Card to
our ministry.
• S
 ign up for set-up and
take-down needed Sundays
March 18th & 25th.
• B
 e an overnight host (we
always have 2 people and
you get your own room).

Save the dates:
March 18-25, 2018
St. David’s Will Host
Families Moving
Forward.
Be a part of this
worthy ministry!
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Who was
Martin
Luther
King Jr.?

“Injustice anywhere
is a threat to justice
everywhere.”

Martin Luther King Jr. took on many
“Darkness cannot drive
roles. He was a pastor, activist,
out darkness; only light
humanitarian, and most widely
can do that. Hate cannot
known for his work in the Africandrive out hate; only love
American Civil Rights Movement. He
is famously known for his “I Have a
can do that.”
Dream” speech, which he gave during
the March on Washington in January
leader Martin Luther. As a result,
of 1963. Another famous work is his
King Sr. changed his own name as
letter from the Birmingham Jail which
well as that of his 5-year-old son.
urges action consistent with what he
•	King was such a gifted student
describes as Jesus’“extremist” love—
that he skipped grades nine and
reminds one of St. David’s Radical
12 before enrolling in 1944 at
Hospitality efforts. This letter was
Morehouse College, the alma
the theme of the ECMN this summer,
mater of his father and maternal
“Building the Beloved Community.”
grandfather. He was 15.
The letter is powerful and worth the
time it takes to read it. One can easily •	After earning a divinity degree
find it online. It was written to his
from Pennsylvania’s Crozer
contemporaries, clergy people who
Theological Seminary, King
wanted him to tone down his ministry.
attended graduate school at
Some little known but interesting
Boston University, where he
facts about Martin Luther King Jr:
received his Ph.D. degree in 1955.
•	His birth name was Michael, but
his father, a pastor at Atlanta’s
Ebenezer Baptist Church, traveled
to Germany and became inspired
by the Protestant Reformation

24

•	According to the King Center, the
civil rights leader went to jail 29
times. He was arrested for acts of
civil disobedience and often on
trumped-up charges.

•	A decade before his assassination,
he narrowly escaped another
serious assassination attempt. At
a book signing a woman plunged
a long letter-opener into his chest
very close to his aorta.
•	His mother was also assassinated
when on June 30, 1974, as 69-yearold Alberta Williams King played
the organ at a Sunday service
inside Ebenezer Baptist Church,
Marcus Wayne Chenault Jr. rose
from the front pew, drew two
pistols and began to fire shots.
One of the bullets struck and
killed King.
•	George Washington is the only
other American to have his
birthday celebrated as a national
holiday. In 1983 President Ronald
Reagan signed a bill that created
a federal holiday to honor King.
The holiday, first commemorated
in 1986, is celebrated on the third
Monday in January, close to the
civil rights leader’s January 15
birthday.
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An Ash
Wednesday
Reflection
By The Rev. Jennifer Allred

Standing in front of the mirror at
school with several other girls, I
compared the Ash Wednesday
crosses on our foreheads: Jessica’s
was faint, Tracy’s was perfect, and
mine just looked like a blob. “It
figures,” I thought, that my cross
would be a blob while the popular
girls had much neater crosses on
their pretty foreheads. They were
the cool girls, and I was the nerdy
girl with frumpy shoes and a bad
Ash Wednesday cross.
We were six years old, in the
first grade, and we had just finished
the Ash Wednesday service at my
Episcopal School. Some might
say that we were young to be
contemplating our own mortality,
and I can’t really say how much we
understood at the time. At the very
least, we knew something important and meaningful had taken place
when the priest made the sign of the
cross on our foreheads. “Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you
shall return,” she said, as grainy bits
of ash fell down my cheeks. Some
ash got in one of my eyes, and then
I was afraid that I might sneeze, but
I managed to get back to my seat
without any major incidents. As a
first grader, I couldn’t imagine my
own finitude, but I could experience
the power of ritual in the context
of the community that shared this
beautiful, if mysterious, ceremony.
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We observe Ash Wednesday each
year to mark our passage into the
season of Lent, the forty days before
Easter when we are invited to reflect
on our mortality, the inescapable
impermanence of every aspect of
our lives, and what all of that means
for our spiritual condition. Ash
Wednesday reminds us that we are
human. And to be human is to be in
need. To be human is to fall short of
our goals, to lose our tempers, to be
resentful or discouraged or unkind.
It is to compare ourselves to others,
and always find ourselves better than
them, or else worse than them. It is to
forget that each and every one of us
belongs to God, and is made in God’s
image. To be human makes grace
necessary, and resurrection real.
On Ash Wednesday, we receive a
mark on our heads, not as a badge of
our holiness or a scarlet letter, but
as an admission of our limitations,
and a reminder to return to God.
The season of Lent invites us each
year into our personal deserts, where
like the actual desert, there are few
distractions or places to hide. We lay
ourselves bare before God, perhaps
by giving up something that detracts
from our spiritual focus, or by taking
up a new spiritual practice, because
we often find it all too easy to get
complacent, or to imagine that we
don’t really rely on God. Jesus knew
our hearts when he said, “I have
come to call not the righteous but

sinners.” (Luke 5:32) That’s really it!
On Ash Wednesday, we get a version
of the Christian story in short form.
First, the bad news: we’re human.
We are imperfect and fallible, and
we often fall short. We worry about
what other people think. We fret
over things we can’t control. But
then the Good News: Jesus came
for us! God is with us, in us, and
underneath the ground of our being
in every moment, and in every place.
Our brokenness, however difficult,
is a gift because it brings us back to
our Creator, over and over and over
again.
In the years after that Ash
Wednesday in first grade, Jessica’s
and Tracy’s popularity waned and
my nerdiness became a little less
obvious. We were never really close
friends, but the memory of ashen
crosses on our young faces still lives
in my heart today, and reminds me
that regardless of how the world
sees us, we are all God’s children:
human, imperfect, and miraculous.
So on Ash Wednesday, when we
receive ashes on our foreheads,
may we enter Lent with these two
intertwined truths in our hearts—
we are human, and we are in need.
Jesus came among us to share in our
human need, and showed us that
our humanness is the very thing that
puts us in need of God, the thing
that makes resurrection possible.
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On Tuesday, January 30, St. David’s volunteers will be
serving dinner at St. Gabriel’s Church in Hopkins. This
is a great opportunity to give back to our neighborhood
and provide families in need with a nutritious meal. We
need volunteers for cooking (3-3:30 pm), serving (5:15 pm)
and clean-up (5:45-6:30 pm).
If you can help out that Tuesday, please sign up in
the undercroft on Sunday or contact Guy Drake at:
gadrake@comcast.net

Welcome to St. David’s

Susan Sedlins
26

Diane Stuebner

Craig Warren
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Save the Date
Mark Your Calendars
DECEMBER
3 	First Advent
ICA Ingathering
Kid’s Choir Rehearsal
Welcome Back
Rev. Katherine Lewis
6 Choir Rehearsals
9 	Joint Advent Retreat with
St. Marks – “Expectancy
and Expectations”
Prayer Shawl Ministry
10 Second Advent
		 Kid’s Choir Rehearsal
		 Craft Bazaar
13 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Baking for Caroling
17 Third Advent
		 Soup and Song Caroling
		 Kid’s Choir Rehearsal
20 Choir Rehearsals
24 Fourth Advent Services
Greening of the Church
Christmas Eve Service
25 Christmas Day Service
		 Office Closed
26 Office Closed
31	Intergenerational
New Year’s Eve—Social Time
JANUARY
1 New Year’s Day – Office Closed
3 Choir Rehearsals
7 Epiphany Baby Shower
		 1 Service Only at 9:30 am
		 ICA Ingathering
		Reach and Restore – Ronda
Oliver
10 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
14 Social Time
15 Martin Luther King Day –
		 Office Closed
17 Choir Rehearsals
21	Understanding Our Budget
24 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
		Adult Confirmation/Reception
Reaffirmation Series
26 Talent Show
28 Annual Meeting
30 Loaves & Fishes
31 Choir Rehearsals
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FEBRUARY
4 ICA Ingathering
		Forum: Social Time
7 Choir Rehearsals
11	
Children in the Bible –
The Rev. Lindsay Freeman
13 Shrove Tuesday Dinner
18	
Lenten Series – Transforming
Leadership: Augustine of Hippo
19 President’s Day - Office Closed
21 Choir Rehearsals
25 Historical Eucharist
25 Book Club
28 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
		Adult Confirmation/Reception
Reaffirmation Series
MARCH
3	
Joint Lenten Retreat with
St. Marks
4 ICA Ingathering
		Lenten Series – Transforming
Leadership: Hildegard of Bingen
		Music at St. David’s –
Huldra vs. Huldah
7 Choir Rehearsals
11	
Daylight Savings Time Begins
(Spring Forward)
		Lenten Series – Transforming
Leadership: Martin Luther and
the Reformation
14 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
		Adult Confirmation/Reception
Reaffirmation Series
18 Families Moving Forward Set Up
18-25 Families Moving Forward
21 Choir Rehearsals
28 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
		Adult Confirmation/Reception
Reaffirmation Series
APRIL
1 Easter –
		
1 Service Only at 9:30 am
		
ICA Ingathering
		 Social Time
2 Easter – Office Closed
4 Choir Rehearsals
8	
Intergenerational Second
Sunday of Easter—Social Time

11 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
13	Music at St. David’s – from Bach
to Bartok
15	
Minnesota Teen Challenge
18 Choir Rehearsals
22 TBD – Basil Owen
		 Kids’ Choir Rehearsal
24 Book Club
25 Dinner
		 Choir Rehearsals
		 Youth Groups
		Adult Confirmation/Reception
Reaffirmation Series
29	
Parenting Anxious Children:
Traverse Counseling and
Consulting, Matthew Meyers,
MA, LFMT
		 Kids’ Choir Rehearsal
		Confirmation/Receptions at
St. Mark’s

Answer: Who in
the world is this?
This is our own Beth Harvey.
For 7 years Beth has handily
performed the many and
varied tasks that the smooth
operation of a parish requires,
and always with a smile and a
response of “Okay.” Be sure
to thank her when you get an
opportunity.
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St. David’s Episcopal Church
13000 St Davids Road
Minnetonka, MN 55305
Office: 952-935-3336
www.stdavidsparish.org

We Welcome You

Rector

St. David’s Episcopal Church is committed
to following Jesus’ example of practicing
radical hospitality, seeking to find God in all
people because they are of sacred worth.
We welcome all persons, regardless of
gender, race, ethnicity, age, physical
or mental capacity, education, sexual
orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic
or marital status. All are invited as full
participants in the life and ministries of
our community of faith.

Deacon

Vestry
952-270-6762 • paul_smejkal@hotmail.com

952-938-0140 • bjacobs38@comcast.net

Vestry Members
Tom Edmond
Julia Handley
Steve Johnson
Karin Lindquist

952-936-0968
612-839-6374
952-935-5043
612-251-2259

•
•
•
•

thomasedmond@ymail.com
jmilkyway7@gmail.com
twokat@centurylink.net
lindquist.karin@hotmail.com

Kitsy Meyer
612-386-8448 • kmhamgrp@aol.com
Cathy Schwichtenberg 612-710-2203 • casschwich@gmail.com
Dick Woellner
952-935-6187 • woell001@gmail.com

Treasurer
John Galich

612-812-5611 • jmgalich@gmail.com

Secretary
Kay Turner

Intern

The Rev. Jennifer Allred
601-874-0689
jenallred@gmail.com

Adjunct Clergy

The Rev. Leonard Freeman
952-476-6267
LandL30@aol.com

Adjunct Clergy

The Rev. Lindsay Freeman
952-476-6267
lhfreeman25@gmail.com
Meg Redmond
763-473-0151
cornkeys@gmail.com

Bookkeeper

Junior Warden
Bill Jacobs

The Rev. Guy Drake
612-590-8502
gadrake@comcast.net

Minister of Music

Senior Warden
Paul Smejkal

The Rev. Katherine Lewis
952-935-3336 ext. 11
klewis@stdavidsparish.org

952-693-5732 • kay.turner@hotmail.com

Shea Brendalen
952-935-3336 ext. 17
sbrendalen@stdavidsparish.org

Church Administrator

Beth Harvey
952-935-3336 ext. 10
bharvey@stdavidsparish.org

Facilities Manager
Adam Hovis
952-935-3336
adamhovis@live.com

DoveTales Editor

Gervaye Parent
952-448-9553
gjp1963@yahoo.com

