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Women of Light
November Outreach Opportunity

“Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions
and in truth.” - 1 John 3:18

Looking for a way to reach out to other women in our community and share 
Christ’s love? Join t. David’s Women of Light as a volunteer at the Downtown
Women’s Center (442 S. San Pedro Street, Los Angeles, CA 90013, www.dwcweb.org)

Saturday, November 12, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
We will be assisting staff members by sorting donations, helping to prepare for the holiday

season or whatever they may need that day. This is a wonderful opportunity to bless so many
women and families with our helping hands and to bless one another as we join our sisters in Christ
serving the Lord.

The mission of the Downtown Women’s Center is to provide permanent supportive housing
and a safe and healthy community fostering dignity, respect, and personal stability, and to advocate
ending homelessness for women. DWC is committed to providing every individual woman with the
personal support she needs in order to acknowledge her self-worth and dignity.

For those who would like to carpool, we will be departing from the church parking lot at 9:00
a.m. sharp on Saturday, November 12. Please RSVP at the Welcome Desk or to Laurie Leney at
booleney@yahoo.com.

Second Sunday Study:
The Outward Disciplines

Foster, Celebration of Discipline, pp. 77-126

Simplicity and Solitude 
are two Spiritual Disciplines we will be discussing

on Sunday, November 13
in the Discipleship Room
All are welcome to attend

“First-timers” are welcomed, too!
With Fr. Bill

http://www.dwcweb.org
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Downtown Women’s Center
Hygiene Kit Drive

As part of the Women of Light outreach
at the Downtown 
Women’s Center, 

we will be collecting toiletries 
to be donated to the center. The DWC hands out hygiene
kits to the more than 2,500 women who visit their center
each year. If you are unable to attend the outreach, this
would be a great way to share our many blessings with
women all over Los Angeles.

Donations can be dropped off in a designated box in
the narthex or brought directly to the DWC for the
outreach event on November 12.

List of Requested Donation Items:
- all items should be new/unopened
- travel size is ideal, but they do take full sizes to be shared

shampoo/conditioner
body wash
soap
toothbrush
toothpaste
comb or small brush
sunscreen
chapstick or lip balm
deodorant
band-aids
anti-biotic ointment or wipes

Harvest Festival
Thanksgiving Day

November 24 at 10:00 a.m.
So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not

grudgingly or out of necessity; 
for God loves a cheerful giver.

2 Corinthians 9:7
by Deborah Chase

Last month, I asked you to look deep inside and think 
of those that are desperately trying to find their 
next meal. We are not in that

place, but I am sure that we
encounter at least one person in 
need each day, whether driving 
or walking by them. 

This is just a gentle reminder to pick one or two
extra cans each time that you go to the store, so that one of
these folks can have a meal. Remember that unless there is
an organization sponsoring a Thanksgiving feast, our
homeless brothers and sisters go hungry. Canned
vegetables, soups, beans, meats (chicken and tuna), boxed
and canned milk, small individual cereals, Ravioli and
sausages, are some example of the food needed. Bring your
bag/s of groceries with you to our Thanksgiving Day
Service on November 24 at 10:00 a.m.

Please let me know if you have any questions. If you
are going out of town or will not able to attend the
Thanksgiving Day service, I will be happy to accept your
donation early.

May we all love and serve those who are in need.
Thank you in advance for your generosity.

Save a Child,
One Cup at a Time

Support La Esperanza de Jesus Orphanage in Honduras.
Help Mike and Kim Miller shape the lives of the

children spiritually and emotionally.
Buy Hope Farm Coffee for home, office or a gift.

For details see Alex or Deborah on Sundays.
Pre-orders email outreach@gmail.com
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Legal News

The latest news we can report to all of you about the
lawsuit that the Episcopal Church and the Diocese of
Los Angeles had brought against St. David’s is that

the October 19 court date (status of the case and the setting
of dates) was postponed until
November 30. The date for the
judge to hear the Motion for
Summary Judgment against
St. David’s is still set for
December 14, but this also may
get postponed. As of the

beginning of November we have also heard that the same
Motion for Summary Judgment has now been filed against
All Saints’, Long Beach. The hearing for their motion is
scheduled for January 2012.

Please continue to pray to Almighty God daily for a
Godly resolution to this matter and that Christian hearts
and minds prevail. Please pray for our attorneys Lynn
Moyer, Wicks Stephens and Kent Bridwell, who are
working in earnest to defend us. We place all things in the
hands of God and our eyes are set on His glory.

A New Processional Cross

On Sunday, November 13 during 
the 10:30 a.m. service we are 
going to be dedicating a new 

Processional Cross in memory of our 
dear sister Marguerite (Marge) Hanson 
who so faithfully served our church for so 
many years as Directress of the Altar Guild. 
On this day her family will be with us for the dedication.
Please plan on being present to honor her memory.

Through Conflict
To Connection
A New Marriage Seminar

“Falling in love is easy. 
Staying in love . . . that’s the skill.”

On Saturday, November 19 from
9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. we will
be offering a new one-day

marriage Seminar at St. David’s titled
“Through Conflict to Connection.” 

“Meet three couples as they are
guided through conflict by leading
Imago therapists. The documentary style DVD takes us on
a fascinating voyage of discovery, as we learn about each
couples story, and see how their past lies at the heart of
conflict. As they are coached in the Imago process, each
couple works towards understanding, reconnection and
transformation.”

You may register in the Parish Hall after the service
or you call the Church office. All are welcome, there is no
cost for this seminar. 

Confirmation
Sunday, January 15

Q. What is Confirmation? 
A. Confirmation is the rite in which we
express a mature commitment to Christ,
and receive strength from the Holy
Spirit through prayer and the laying on
of hands by a bishop. 

Book of Common Prayer

Bishop Thompson will be at St. David’s on Sunday,
January 15, 2012 to lay hands on those wanting to
be confirmed in the Faith. For those participating, a

Confirmation Retreat will be held on Saturday, 
January 7. For information or to sign-up, please see 
Fr. Bill or contact him through the church office.

Monthly Prayer Night
Friday, November 11 at 7:00 p.m.

Join us on Friday, November 11 from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. for our monthly Prayer Night. The time we
spend together is extremely blessed by the tangible presence of the Lord and by the intentional 
gathered community of those desiring to be intercessors for others and for one another. Join us and come 

prepared to bow down before the Lord in prayer.
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Church
Attendance

by The Rev. Jose Poch

This is offered to you so that you are aware as to how
you are doing on evangelism, invitations and our own
church attendance in 2011. I would like to challenge

all of us at St. David’s to have a goal for a 10% growth in
church attendance every year, including this year. That
means if we have an average Sunday attendance of
120-130 persons, by the end of the year we would have
added 12-13 new people at St. David’s. These are not
impossible numbers, are they? Not if we all do our part. I
would like to think that 100 of us could bring 10 new
people to our church. This will be our annual challenge.
Join me in this.

Third Service,
 Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.

The goal of this new service is to
reach out to the local community of
St. David’s and provide an

expression of worship that is rarely
found anywhere else in Los Angeles. It
offers a chance to worship and
experience high church liturgy in a way
that each of your senses participates in
the worship of Christ. As such, the

service introduces the singing of the psalms, hymns,
incense, bells, and not to mention the chanting of the mass
by our beloved priests! The service is open to whoever
would like to attend.

New Members and
New Cursillistas

Presented on
Covenant Sunday

Adding to the joy of our
Covenant Sunday
celebration on October 30

was welcoming three new
members to St. David’s and four
new Cursillistas. Those who just

completed the Membership Class and joined St. David's
were Fr. Bill Blomquist, Nate Freeman and Mariah Hamdi.
The recent Cursillo Weekend was attended by Alex and
Deanna Falo, Fr. Steve Kennedy and Suzy Prieto. Praise
God!

With Our Sympathy

During the past couple of months a few of 
our members and friends found 
themselves dealing with the death of a

loved one:

Verl Adams, the brother of DiAnne 
Charves and the uncle of Deborah Charves
Arlan Burnham, the grandfather of 
Nate Freeman
B. Rice, the mother of Peggy Rice
Mary Daley, the grandmother of Fr. Charles Myers

Please continue to keep the families in your prayers as they
go through the mourning process.
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Pastor’s Bible Study
Sunday, November 6 &  20

at 1:00 p.m.

Fr. Jose invites all members of 
St. David’s to join him on the 1st and 
3rd Sunday of each month for the 

Pastor’s Bible Study.
The study is held in the Discipleship 

Room from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. and we are 
currently studying the Book of Acts of the Apostles with the
idea of helping all of us apply what we will learn from the
Early Church and the work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of
the Disciples to our 21st Century Church context. Join us; just
bring your Bible and writing materials. You will be blessed!

Attention All Space Fans

This year is the 75th Anniversary
of the Beginnings of the Space
Age in America.

The film, Explorer One will be
shown Thursday, November 10th at
9pm on KCET. This documentary
relives the beginning of the space
age with the launch of Sputnick and
America’s successful response with
JPL’s Explorer 1 satellite. This film
covers America’s launch of its first orbiting satellite on
January 31, 1958.

The film, Destination Moon will be shown on
Thursday, November 17th at 9pm on KCET. This one hour
documentary tells of JPL’s historic exploration of the solar
system!

There are various videos on You Tube regarding this
historic time and showing various rockets and launches.

A New Church
in Santa Clarita?

Afriend of Fr. Jose and a new clergy member
of the Diocese of Western Anglicans, 
Fr. Jim Obermeyer, who now 

resides in Arizona with his wife Betty, is 
planning to relocate to Santa Clarita, where 
he lived before going to Arizona for several years and where
he had planted a church before.

Fr. Jim and Fr. Jose have been in conversation for
several months now about planting a new Anglican Church in
Santa Clarita. Fr. Jim and Betty still have many friends in that
area who have been asking him to return. We ourselves know
many people in Santa Clarita, some of our own members
commute to St. David’s from Santa Clarita and we also know
of several old members who no longer attend our church who
live in that area as well as friends and acquaintances. The
point of Church Planting in that area is not to cut our own
membership at St. David’s but rather to open our heart to the
possibility of a new church to the extension of God’s
Kingdom there.

Fr. Jim and Betty will be at St. David’s to preach,
celebrate and meet with potential persons interested in a
Church Plant in Santa Clarita, on Sunday, November 13,
during the 10:30 a.m. service. We would like to ask all of
our members who now live in Santa Clarita and surrounding
areas to please plan on attending this day to meet the
Obermeyers. We also want everyone who has friends, family,
neighbors and acquaintances in that area to please invite them
to come to church that Sunday. Fr. Jim and Betty will also
invite their friends. Let’s see if we can give this potential new
church a good push. Please pray that the Lord would be
pleased with these plans and with St. David’s involvement in
it.
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The 17:17 St. David’s Men’s Group
by Spencer Johnson and Tom Leney

The Church Picnic turned out to be a
great hit for St. David’s on 
October 23 with great weather,

good food and lots of games and
wonderful fellowship. It looked like the
picnic would be in jeopardy, but God
provided a new excellent location at the
last minute that also provided trees for
shade and lots of parking—praise Him
who provides all to His flock!! We want

to thank everyone who helped set up, clean up, transport
and blow up the children’s bounce house—without your
help, we could not have brought together an outstanding
event for St. David’s—thank you!

Gr eat  Turkey Cook- Off!!!
Once again we have answered the call of Hope of the
Valley Rescue Mission and we are calling all men of 
St. David’s to arms!!  We have been challenged to deliver
20 cooked turkeys to feed the hungry and homeless of the
San Fernando Valley. Last year, St. David’s provided
23—20 pound turkeys for the Mission. We have
committed to have the men of St. David’s cook only
twenty 20 lb. turkeys which will allow us to provide the
main entrée for hundreds of people.  

Since we are usually involved in church and family
functions on Thanksgiving Day, this gives us an
opportunity to do something positive for those most in
need and we can still enjoy the day with our God, family
and friends. 

We need additional men volunteers to purchase a 
20 lb. turkey and cook it any time before the Sunday
before Thanksgiving. Ideally, we want the turkeys cooked;
the meat pulled off the bones, and put into large freezer
bags with the white meat and dark separated please. Once
de-boned, you can freeze the meat, and then transport it to
St. David’s Kitchen and place it in our freezer on any
Sunday or during the week (M-F, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.).
After you have put your turkey in the freezer, please let the
Welcome Desk know that you have completed your
mission and they will check off your name!!  

The Mission will accept our turkeys anytime during
the month before November 20, so you can start early and
take advantage of any turkey giveaways by our local

grocery stores. So far, we have accounted for 15 cooked
turkeys including Darlene Fray’s cousin and we need more
help from our men. 

If you have never cooked a turkey before, this is
your chance to learn and a 20 lb. turkey (no stuffing)
should be small enough to be easily and quickly cooked in
4-5 hours. Feel free to ask anyone for instructions (or
check Google).  Please sign up at the Welcome Desk and
take pity on Tom and Spencer as they will have to cook
whatever turkeys we are short to complete our
commitment. If you need help securing a turkey or if you
have any questions, please contact Tom Leney
(leneythomas@yahoo.com) or Spencer Johnson
(spenjohn@yahoo.com).

Tool Box M in ist r y
St. David’s started the 17:17 Tool Box Ministry to help
members of our church in need.  We are ready and
available to assist with various tasks such as handyman
work around the house / apartment – changing fire alarm
batteries, a ride to a doctor’s appointment, picking up
groceries, etc. If you are in need and would like some help,
or if you know someone from St. David’s that needs help,
please fill out a connection card during the Sunday Service
and explain what you want us to do or you can call Janet at
the Church office. One of our team members will contact
you to discuss your request. 

Upcoming Events (Mark your Calendars)
N ovem ber  2011

Gr eat  Turkey Cook- Off for  H ope of the
Valley Rescue M ission

D ecem ber  2011
Childr en’s Chr istm as Par t y and

Convalescent  H om e Singing

For further information or prayer requests, please contact
Spencer Johnson (spenjohn@yahoo.com ) or Tom Leney
(leneythomas@yahoo.com).
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Telling Our Story …
One Member at a Time

Don Eitner was born at
the Pasadena Hospital;
now known as the

Huntington. He attended
Loyola High School and
University in L.A. Don and
his wife, Sonja, have been

married for thirty-five years, and have a son. Don has three
other wonderful sons by his first wife, Carol.  They have
eleven grandchildren. Don’s hobbies include gardening; he
enjoys his cactus and time in the kitchen cooking

Don began a professional acting career in 1956 when
he starred in a pilot film for a television series, West Point.
He took a break from acting for a tour of duty in the Air
Force except that he wrote, produced, directed and edited a
30-minute morale film for the 442  Troop Carrier Wing.nd

He returned to acting in 1963 and has appeared in
more than 80 television shows, a dozen feature films and
eleven Equity productions. A year later he began teaching
and directing at the Melrose Theatre in Hollywood. His
career as a director began with the stage production of The
Diary Of A Madman and over the next decade he directed
more than 22 productions. Don then produced, directed,
and edited commercials for Robert Carlisle Productions. 

In 1974 Don founded the American Theatre Arts
Conservatory Theatre in Hollywood where he produced
the Pulitzer prize-winning play, The Gin Game, along with
Devour The Snow, which also went on to Broadway. With
Don as the Artistic Director, American Theatre Arts
produced more than fifty other plays and trained several
hundred actors.  

He moved the theatre company from Hollywood to
North Hollywood where he served as President of the

North Hollywood Cultural Center. However, his hope for
further development was not compatible with the direction
of the North Hollywood CRA redevelopment plans, and
American Theatre Arts was forced to close. Don was
recruited in 1992 to serve as General Manager and Artistic
Director of the Warehouse Theatre in Corsicana, Texas. In
this capacity his responsibilities were to expand the
community outreach. Don attended St. John’s Episcopal
Church in Corsicana, Texas.  When his contract was
successfully completed, he returned to his home in North
Hollywood. When he returned to California, he visited
various churches before he found St David’s. What
touched him was the warmth and caring that the
congregation displayed, as well as Father Jose’s Biblically
focused sermons. Don serves as a LEM, a reader, he trains
new readers, he counts and participates in the AIDS lunch
program.

! In 2002, Don was hired as Festival Director for the
annual NOHO Theatre and Arts Festival in North
Hollywood, CA. He continued doing this work for
three years.

! In 2004, he directed a revised version of The Diary
of a Madman at the Odyssey Theatre in West L.A.

! Don, in association with Jayne Taini, has written
Symbols - Enriching Personalization for the Actor, a
practical manual for actors.

! Don is an artist and loves drawing.  He hopes to have
a show of his work sometime next year.
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Agreeing with God
by Fr. Bill Blomquist

Zacharias was going about his duties
as he ministered to the Lord in the
Temple when Gabriel appeared and

informed him that he and his wife,
Elizabeth, were going to have a child.
Zacharias set his mind and heart to
disagree with the plans of God. He
was instantly muted, crippled in life

and expression.
Nine months later it was time for

Elizabeth to birth the Plan. (You see,
God’s plans continue along whether we agree with them or
not. It is us who suffer, not Him.) When the time came to
name the child Zacharias had come to the point where he
was able to align his mind and heart to the Plans of God.
That’s when everything changed for him.

“His name is John” (Luke 1:63). Immediately he was
able to speak. Even in spite of the others who were
questioning his agreement of the Plan he remained firm. In
addition, he was filled with the Holy Spirit and received
the gift of prophesy (Luke 1:67) - AND wrote a song of
praise to the Lord! It was evident that, over the course of
nine silent months, God had done a deep work in the heart
of Zacharias.

Things go well with us when we humble our hearts
and agree with God’s Plan. We may not like what we hear.
We may scoff at the absurdity of it all. But questioning
saints do nothing more than snare themselves in their pride
and refusal  give in. But as we agree with the Plan -
regardless of how irrational it seems - and sway to the
Greater Understanding we are immediately freed from our
bondage and filled with the Holy Spirit to proclaim the
mercy of God.

Has God brought you into a place that you have yet
to agree with? Bless him. Agree with him. Sacrifice the
logic of your mind and the hurt of your heart to the One
who knows all, loves you, and has a Plan. The childlike
embracing of the Plan will fill you with his Spirit and
enable you to become an instrument of mercy in the world
around you (Luke 1:72).

Surrender
by Esther Dharmaraj

An activity I have
so come to enjoy
was once as

terrifying as the night is
to a toddler– gorge
walking. I remember
quite vividly getting
ready to do it with a
group of campers at

Avalanche, India. We walked on the path beside the
babbling brook and at times we had to get our feet all
soaked and walk in the water. On one such walk we had to
climb a fairly steep rock and everyone except the very
efficient leader needed a helping hand to be hauled up.
When my turn came my legs froze, refusing to move.  I put
my hand into the hand of the leader and removed it many
times before I decided that I was going back to base camp.

I have always wondered why I wasn’t able to
complete the walk that day like everyone else in the group
had. Was it fear? While there was fear that I might fall,
that wasn’t the overriding reason for my heading back. It
was more than fear. It was a failure to let go, a failure to
trust and it was reluctance to relinquish control. 

If I had given up and given over, I might have
enjoyed myself like I have in subsequent times. 

That experience not so long ago was an example of
loss. A loss of something of more consequence than a mere
walk in the woods. 

Contrary to popular culture and more clearly than
our response oft indicates, Christ points to us that there is
much joy and peace to be enjoyed in the giving up, in the
surrendering, in the giving over of our hopes, dreams,
fears, aspirations than in our attempts at controlling and
holding on to the reins. 

During the month of October and November Nate
Freeman, Volunteer Youth Leader, will be teaching a four-
week series – Surrender. During the course of these
lessons our Youth will get to hear from others their age
about the struggles and triumphs involved in surrendering
to Christ. It also aims at driving home the point that only
through surrendering to God can we become the people
that He wants us to be.
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From the Mission Field
D iganta  M aity (Calcut ta , I ndia)

Dear Fr. Jose,

Respected Pastors/Ministry Leaders and friends,
Greetings in Jesus’ precious name from Calcutta,

India.
I am Diganta Maity doing ministry in Calcutta since

2002. The Lord has expanded our ministry up to Himalaya.
We run school of power ministry for the Christian ministry
leaders. Our focus is for Bhutan, Nepal, Tibet and
Bangladesh. This is our 8  year school of power ministry.th

We don’t charge any school fees for the participants to
attend. There are many pastors, Evangelists, Youth
Leaders, Church planters, Worship leaders working in the
rural and remote villages and slums. They have no
opportunity to receive Christian resources or training and
many leaders work for the Lord by faith. Finances is the
big hinderance for them to come to the training course. I
myself have come from remote village of West Bengal.
God has given me burden and vision to give leadership
training to those who are working in the remote area.

Our first school starts from October 10 to 15th

2011 at the Doors. To train 60 ministry leaders, food
(Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner) and lodging cost
$4,000(Four thousand US dollar)

Our second school begins from January 2  to 14nd th

2012 at Salgura, Baptist retreat house. To train 60
Ministry leaders, food (breakfast, Lunch and Dinner)
and lodging cost $4,000(Four thousand US Dollar)

Because of your prayer and financial support we can
complete our above training course.

Thank you very much for supporting school of
power ministry from past 7  years.th

If you have any question or enquiry please let me
know.

With much appreciation,
Diganta Maity, Director House of Revival Ministry

A N ote fr om  Ana Reid - -  H ondur as

Dear Fr. Jose and Members of Congregation,

Just wanted to take a moment to once again thank
you for your generous support. I am excited about the
mission and the work I will be doing at the Hope of Jesus
Children Home. It will include:

– coordinating visiting short-term groups.
– Develop Christian Ed. program/eucharistic min.
– help start dental clinic
– promote eco-friendly store program
– community relations

I am being
commission
ed on
Oct. 30th
and fly a
few hours
later to visit
family. The
schedule
time to land
in Honduras
is 
Nov. 15th, if
all goes as scheduled. You can keep track of me by visiting
www.anareid.com. I hope to have the webpage populated
with pictures and info soon. Many thanks and blessings.

With love, Ana
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Sudan Sunrise
(from a letter dated October 27, 2011)

Dear Friends of Sudan Sunrise,
I can’t describe to you the
honor it is for me to be

associated with a network of people
doing something so heroic: Southern
Sudanese, “Arab spring” Northern
Sudanese, and an amazing network of
supporters across the US and beyond
who are making possible our work in
education and reconciliation.

In June and July I was with a
team of “Arab Spring” Sudanese
Northerners (part of the “Girifna”
network and the wider “Youth Forum
for Peace”) who were ready to put
their lives at risk to take relief food to
Manute Bol’s hometown of Turalei.
When they learned that an attack on
the town had left 11 dead, they
remained undeterred in their plan to
get food to the people. Working
together with Sudan Sunrise the team
delivered a large truck packed with
$10,000 of relief food.

When the Youth Forum first
asked for 12 volunteers for this risky
effort, with the initial plan of trucking
food through a war zone, 70 young
people came forward! Some 200
volunteers in Khartoum stand by
ready to help build schools in South
Sudan as a way to fulfill Manute
Bol’s dream of 41 schools, grow
reconciliation and break the cycles of
violence.

Southern Sudanese teachers at
the school in Turalei, who have lost
family members at the hands of the
North, have volunteered, when the
time is right, to go to Darfur and other

marginalized areas in the 
North to help build schools 
and grow grassroots
 reconciliation.

The determination of the
teachers and students to 
change the future through 
education is no less heroic. In 
the face of famine, violence, 
and being understaffed and 
underpaid, these teachers have
pressed ahead without 
complaint. In April at the Turalei
school there were 340 students
crowded into six classrooms. By June,
that number had grown to 740
students because the County
Commissioner had assigned so many
of the returnees to the school.

Courage, dedication and
perseverance are in no short supply.

However, funding is!
When I was in South Sudan in

July, I frankly was not sure whether,
with the security situation, that it
would be prudent to be building
schools at this time. I now have no
doubts that the improved security
makes this the time to build and to
rededicate ourselves to the task of
building schools for children of
whatever tribe or religion.

There are heroes standing ready
for this bold undertaking. But we need
your help.

The rainy season will soon be
over, and building can begin. It’s time
to complete Manute’s school in
Turalei (which now has twice as
many students!) And press towards

fulfilling his bold legacy of 41
schools.

We need your help, and in
particular we ask for your help to
make the dreams of these heroes a
reality.

Please drop me a line if you
would like to know more or would
like to explore how you could help.

With profound gratitude and
best wishes,

Tom Prichard, Executive Director
Sudan Sunrise
PO Box 77193

Washington, DC 20013-7193
(913)481-1459

info@sudansunrise.org
www.sudansunrise.org

P.S. Big news! You will notice a new
return address, as we move the Sudan
Sunrise home office to Washington,
DC! This is a bittersweet moment,
marking the end of an era, most
especially Janis Ricker’s irreplaceable
tenure as Sudan Sunrise’s Operations
Manager.
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From the October Newsletter
of CMJ USA

Dear Rev. Poch

Thank you for supporting CMJ USA! Your care and
compassion for the Jewish people encourage us as we
continue to equip local congregations to share the
transforming love of Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus the
Messiah) with their Jewish friends and neighbors.

In this newsletter, I want to share an exciting
opportunity that my husband and I had to share the Gospel
with a Jewish friend. I have also included a Messianic Erev
Shabbat blessing in Hebrew and in English for you to
incorporate into your own Sabbath celebration. I pray that
you will be blessed as you hear what the Lord is doing in
and through CMJ USA!

Shabbat Shalom!

A few weeks ago, we invited a Jewish friend to our home
to celebrate an Erev Shabbat (Friday evening which begins
the Sabbath) dinner. Sol (not his real name) is a very bright
man who describes himself as “not religious.” He was a bit
surprised when he saw the table set with the traditional

white cloth, two white candles, and two loaves of challah
bread covered with a linen cloth for the Erev Shabbat
meal. We are, after all, goyim, Gentiles!

He was even more surprised when I covered my head
with a white veil, lit the Sabbath candles, covered my eyes
and recited the prayer of blessing in Hebrew which the
Jewish mother of the household traditionally prays to
welcome the Sabbath. Sol knows that we are believers in
the Jewish Messiah, Yeshua, so I prayed a messianic
blessing, including the name of Yeshua. After the prayer,
my husband, Bruce, prayed the blessing over the wine and
then the bread. Good conversation carried us through
dinner as Sol shared about his family. He told us that his
sons were “religious” and were raising his grandchildren
as religious Jews.

After dessert, we shared how we had come to believe
in Yeshua and how He had transformed our lives. Sol said
that at one time he had been president of his Jewish
congregation but that his wife was into New Age and that
he was a Mason. Not an unusual place for many Jewish
couples inAmerica today. It was the beginning of very
good sharing which we trust will go on in future
encounters as we pray for Sol and his family to come to
know the one who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

As Sol was leaving, he said, “Oh, there was just one
thing missing from the Erev Shabbat meal. We men should
have been wearing our kippahs (head covering) during the
prayers!” “Sol, I thought you were going to bring those!” I
said. Next time I will remember the kippahs!

We at CMJ USA are busy teaching, sharing and
preaching in churches in cities across the USA to equip the
saints to do the work of ministry in their own areas. And
we are challenging ourselves to “practice what we preach”
– to demonstrate to our Jewish friends, like Sol, and to the
church that our Christianity is rooted in the Jewish Jesus
and cannot be fully seen apart from this rich Jewish
heritage! – Theresa Newell
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 Grow in Your Faith
  Deepen Your Love for the Lord

Strengthen Your Church Family Ties 

Wednesdays� 7:30 p.m. - Oak Park
818.346.3661
818.707.6973

Tom and Laurie Leney and
Spencer and Luisa Johnson
meets weekly
Study: Gospel of John

Thursdays� Noon - Studio City
818.506.8842
818.980.4634

John Mattingly and Don Eitner
meets weekly
Study: “Life and Letters of St. Paul”

Fridays� 7:00 p.m. - North Hollywood
818.762.1934

Bill and Marian Coburn
meets 1  and 3  Fridayst rd

H ouse Churches

Small Group Discipleship Opportunities

Pastor’s
Bible Study

1  & 3  Sundayst rd

1:00 to 2:30 p.m.
in the Discipleship Room
Study: The Book of Acts
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Birthdays and Anniversaries
Birthdays:
  4 Carol Waterman
  5 Bill LeRoy
  9 Rukevwe Okene
11 Eileen Allen
11 Jeni Tompkins
14 Louise Norman
19 Matthew Bosah
19 Brianna Dantzler
21 Elijah Bermel
25 Taylor Puskar
25 Lillian Santana
26 Spencer Johnson
27 Otmara Martinez
29 Don Eitner

Baptisms:
  1 Peggy Powell
  1 Chase Puskar
  2 Dan Pearson
  6 Deborah Charves
  6 Janet Moore
  7 Joshua Aguirre
  8 David Jacquin
  8 Richard Kawakami, Jr.
  8 Jillian Taylor
  9 Annette Curi
  9 Riguey Curi
15 Evelio Martinez, Jr.
15 Barbara Morales
18 Ken Thomas
19 Primi Esparza
29 Chauncey Medberry

Confirmations:
  3 Earl (Rod) Crossley
  3 Margaret (Peggy) Rice
  3 Janet Moore
  9 Hugh Palmer
15 Barbara Morales
17 Ana Cuadrado
17 Luis Cuadrado
17 Bill LeRoy
17 Evelio Martinez, Jr.

Marriages:
  2 Chip and Patty Puskar

November Prayer Needs
Healing:
Jorge Alamilla
Eileen Allen
Dante Babayan
Patricia Barrios
Umilo Belfonte
Bob Blough
Christopher Bolt
Cathie Boyce
Eli Boyer
Kent Bridewell
Bill Brooks
Patricia Brown
Garry Christie
Sharyon Cobe
Raymond Coty
Roger Coty
Anne DeMeri
Ethan Alfred Derick
Dan Di Vito
Frank Durham
Don Eitner
Randy Elliott
Danny & Rosie Fray
Daniel Fray
Forrest & Faye Greene
Carter Haney
Rev. Tom Heinzel
Harold Hyman

Virginia Johnson-Bish
Margaret Kent
Evan Leney
Beverly Long
Paul & Dorothy Lyons
Allison Maury
Kathy McCabe
Nancy McKee
Kim Medlock
Daniel Moran
Lindy Moran
Forrest Moyer
Louise Norman
Carol Proffitt
Chloe Quakenbush
Dorothy Rideoutt
Crystal Roberts
Harout Sarafian
Negin Sarooei
Karl Schanzer
Paul Sciarrio
Wanda Scott
Diana Sekovich
Ken Simmonds
Kathleen Smith
Fiona Smyth
Ransom & Anne Smyth
Marie Spagnola
Suarez family

Melissa Taggart
Christiane Thiel
Ken Thomas
Flossteen Tompkins
Vincent Tompkins
Prince Tyler
Kevin Wafer
Sally Wills
Cheryl Yaney
Daniel, Darlene & Danny
Lisa

Departed:
Verl Adams
Mary Daley
B. Rice

Serving in the Military:
Christopher Armas, Benjamin
James Bisetti, Aaron Hales,
Georgette Trezvant, Nataly
Yoncee

Serving in the Peace Corps:
Matthew Day

Organizations:
Sudan Sunrise; Barnabas
Fund; SOMA (Sharing of
Ministries Abroad); Anglican
Church in North America

(ACNA); Diocese of Western
Anglicans; Hope of the
Valley Rescue Mission; 
St. Michael’s in the City,
Pasadena

Sponsored Students at
Uganda Christian
University:
Stephen Kigozi,
Nakamoga Damalie

Missionaries to Honduras:
Mike and Kim Miller
Ana Reid

Missionaries to Kenya:
The Rev. Bryson and
Deborah Samboja

Missionary to India:
Diganta Maity

Missionary to Recife,
Brazil:
Gustavo Branco

Missionaries to Simbari, 
Papua New Guinea:
David and Shari Ogg

Missionary to Argentina:
The Rev. David Alenskis


