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ur leadership at St. Christopher’s has made a steadfast commitment to a concept called “Church for a
Lifetime” - something of a double entendre, if you will. The church is a place of rest and nourishment for
each soul from the moment we arrive in this world to the time of departure. The church will always be there
for each soul as long as the institution itself is focused on all the generational and demographic groups it
serves. St. Christopher’s has thankfully been the church for a lifetime of multiple generations, and it is our
collective responsibility to fortify its lifetime ability to serve the many generations to come…

In this transformative year of 2017, St. Christopher’s is actively renewing and refreshing parish life and
liturgical ministries to ensure due attention to each person at every point in their life journey. I am very
proud of the outstanding work of volunteers participating in various committees, faithfully carrying out this
critical work. Thankfully we are already seeing the fruits of the labors:
•
•
•
•

Caring Ministry
Mission & Outreach
Communications Team
Altar Guild

•
•
•
•

Evangelism & Discipleship
Fellowship & Hospitality
Child/Teen/Emerging Formation
Flower Ministry

•
•
•
•

Living Compass (Wellness)
Stewardship/Legacy
Lay Eucharistic Visitors
Acolyte/Chalice/Lector/Usher

The energy created by the many new people engaged in these ministries has clearly added to our Sunday
worship attendance, as you can see by an analysis of the Summer weeks year over year. Very exciting!
Thank you all for your part in building
the faith family of St. Christopher’s.
With your ongoing support of time,
talent, and resources, we will continue
to fortify your Church for a Lifetime!
In Christ,
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Summer Attendance
15 Weeks prior to Kickoff Sunday
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Thoughts from the Senior Warden

M

y husband and I just finished an 18 month construction project, an addition to our
home of 42 years. During this time, we lived at our cottage, about an hour away, and we
have just returned home. It is great to enjoy the new, fresh, updated and accessible master
bedroom suite, but what is truly wonderful is to be home. There is something comforting
about being at home, where we have shared our lives with each other, raised our children,
and created a lifetime of memories. We just feel like we belong here.
Eight months ago, Fr. Geoffrey Ward came to us, bringing with him vision, leadership, enthusiasm, compassion and balance. He told us he felt like he was coming home; and as we work together (Rector, Vestry,
Wardens and Congregation) to build our church for a lifetime, we too feel like we are coming home.

As Fr. Geoff has said, “The church is a place of rest and nourishment for each soul from the moment we
arrive in this world to the time of departure.” We are experiencing a sense of belonging and feeling respected
and valued. There is a tremendous energy here, and a commitment from leaders who have stepped up to chair
and work on committees to renew and refresh our parish life and liturgical ministries.
Creating a home requires that we journey with others and form safe and nourishing relationships. In the past
months we have welcomed back friends of St. Christopher's who we missed terribly while they were gone. As
we develop new ministries, like our Emerging Church/Contemporary Worship Center, we hope to be in relationship with those new to St. Christopher's—to welcome them in into the house of God—our home.
This year has been a year of transformation for St. Christopher's. We are actively renewing and refreshing our
ministries to include each of you at every point of your life’s journey. Isn’t it wonderful to be home!
Mary Cady Thickens, Sr. Warden

N

2018 Pledge Campaign

ovember is planning and budget month for the vestry!
There are so many wonderful events and opportunities going on
at St. Christopher’s. What determines our plans? Your
contributions! We kick off the 2018 annual pledge campaign
the week of November 12 when we will mail pledge packets.

Father Geoff and the Vestry have challenged all of us to turn in
a pledge card so we have 100% participation in our active parish. We’re also asking for an increase in pledges over last
year—25% if at all possible. Please return your pledge cards
by November 26 using the self-addressed, stamped envelope
included in your packet, or simply drop it off at the church.
Lois Degener recently traveled with the
Milwaukee Episcopal Diocesan Altar Guild
to Washington D.C. Pictured is the wreath
she placed on the Tomb of the Unknown
Soldier in Arlington National Cemetery.
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We look forward to your contributions to allow for a strong and
healthy parish and a fun and engaging 2018!
Trish Juranitch
Stewardship and Legacy Planning Committee Chair
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A View on Growth

S

ih-van-juh-liz-uh m

ince February, we have been in an exciting and
positive transition with our new rector. Fr. Geoff and
the Vestry are working on and implementing strategic
objectives that should provide long-term growth of
revenue to fund St. Christopher’s operations.
The numbers have tracked close to budget for most of
the year with a few divergences related to expense
timing (pay periods, quarterly bills) and have held
incredibly close to budget on the highly variable
buildings and grounds expense. From the September
30th reports, total Income was $252,851 vs. Budget
$263,118; under budget by a reasonable $10,267. We
were helped on the expense side as total Expenses were
$356,576. Year to date budget for expenses was
$386,348; under budget by nearly $30,000. The hurdle
for the Church are the deficits coming in at $174,000.
Good news came from the Endowment. Performing
strongly with the overall stock market, it added $76,978
to $2.14M in the Quarter (note as these are restricted
funds it is important not to rest on this.)

With a combination of generous pledging, development
of other income, special gifts and growth in members,
the deficit will be overcome. With the congregation
engaged, leadership in place and strategic plans for
growth we look forward to turning the debit into a
credit.
“Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing
with one another in love.”
Ephesians 4:2
“Whoever is patient has great understanding, but one
who is quick-tempered displays folly.”
Proverbs 14:29
Charlie Koehn, Treasurer

Welcome Postcard to New Residents

W

hat is the definition of evangelism? To
bring good news! The Evangelism committee
has just finished a welcome postcard in
collaboration with St. Mark’s, Christ Church,
and St. Boniface. It will be mailed monthly to all
new residents of the North Shore area. We are
thrilled to be working with our Episcopal
partners spreading the good news of our
welcoming Episcopal tradition!
Our next Reading Group meeting is November
15 where we will discuss Hillbilly Elegy by J.D.
Vance. Fr. Geoff and Valerie’s son Zach
recently completed a service trip to the
Appalachia, and mom will share pictures of his
trip. New readers are always welcome!
Don’t forget about Yoga class on Monday
nights! Dawn Jordan is our teacher, and she
comes to us with 20 years of experience teaching yoga. Her calming and welcoming demeanor
is truly a gift!

Diane Eisen and Carol DeSisti
St. Christopher’s Evangelism Committee

Yoga has helped alleviate my
chronic hip and shoulder pain.
After class, I feel like I’ve lost 5
lbs. of tension from my body.
-Valerie Ward
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Flower Ministry

F

rom floral creations of parishioners’ gardens
to lovely bouquets from Sendik’s, beautiful arrangements grace our altar on Sundays and
celebrate the Glory of God. The Flower Ministry
thanks all who have donated altar flowers this
year.
To everyone, please consider signing up on the
Flower Sign-up Sheet on the bulletin board as you
remember family and friends to memorialize,
celebrate or recognize with thanksgiving.
Looking ahead, the seasons of Thanksgiving,
Advent and Christmas will soon be here. The
Flower Ministry welcomes your participation as
we ready the church for these special upcoming
celebrations in the church year:
•

Saturday, November 18 at 9 am - decorate for
Thanksgiving

•

Saturday, December 23 at 10 am decorate for
Christmas – Greening of the Church

Several parishioners have already contributed to
the Flower Fund, and their generosity is greatly
appreciated. On-going donations are important to
sustain the Flower Fund, which helps defray costs
for those parishioners who would otherwise not be
able to provide flowers for the altar. The goal is
for every parishioner who would like to
participate in donating altar flowers for Sunday
morning services to do so.
The next Flower Ministry meeting will be held on
Thursday, December 7 at 1:30 pm. Please contact
to me at (414) 351-1051 if you would like to learn
more about the Flower Ministry!
Kathy Housiaux, Flower Ministry Chair

L

LEM

ay Eucharistic Ministry (LEM) is a new program
developed for St. Christopher’s members who are in
poor health, disabled, or recovering from surgery. The
LEM volunteers travel to bring the Reserve Sacrament
(Communion) to members who can’t come to church.
Our mission is to let these members know that they are
not forgotten and that God is with them. We hope to
make them feel an inclusiveness with St. Christopher’s
and our Sunday Eucharist celebrations.

If you would like to lean more about this ministry,
please contact Fr. Geoff or myself at (212) 203-0059.
Barbara Schmidt, LEM Chair

Caring Ministry

S

t. Christopher’s Caring Ministry is off to a great
start for this program year. It’s first priority is to provide hospitality during funeral and memorial services.
The team is also starting up a program to provide soup
and main-course meals for parish members that are
recovering from surgery, illness or childbirth. This is
where we will ask you, our parish family, for help. We
invite all cooks to create a soup or meal that can be
frozen and brought to members as needed.
Containers will be provided. Cooks will be asked to
attach a label with a list of ingredients and date of
preparation. Meals will be kept in our freezer and delivered to parishioners by Fr. Geoff, LEMs or Caring
Ministry members.

Launch date of this new program is still TBD, but we
will keep you posted! Please feel free to reach out to
me with any questions, we welcome your interest!
MJ Perry, Caring Ministry Chair

Upcoming service opportunities for The Gathering are Saturday, November
11, 2017, January 13 & March 10, 2018. Have fun while helping others! 8-12
volunteers (from ages 10+) are needed to help set-up, serve, and clean-up
from 9:45 am to 1:15 pm. To volunteer, contact Harry Ansley at (414) 7318350or at hfansley@yahoo.com.
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Happenings OUTSIDE the Church
Raymond
Juranitch
helps
with the
fall
cleanup.

ur “Love Grows” community garden
had a great growing season. The bounty of
tomatoes, peas, carrots, beets, yellow
squash, zucchini, peppers, cucumbers and
basil provided food for the Gathering and
members of St. Christopher’s, and by all!
The garden was planted in the spring in
May and several summer garden captains
faithfully weeded and water the veggies
every week. Thanks go out to Carol De
Sisti, Kathy Housiaux, Susan Hackl, Pete
Webber, Mike Ruf, and The Slater Family,
who kept things in great shape this summer. Look for basil seed packets to plant in
the future to keep things growing for this
“fruits of labor”

B

“ripe on the vine”

uilt in 1998, the labyrinth - our walking meditation and path of prayer received a major makeover this
summer. Overgrown by grass, the bricks of the labyrinth were weeded by hand through the generosity of an
anonymous person who has been using the it for nearly 19 years. This person’s spiritual journey gave us a
great gift – and for no cost other than it needed to be done. What a wonderful gesture of love for our
community; to pay it forward for others. This random act of kindness will be remembered long into the future.
Thank you so very much for setting an example for others to follow.

Before...

After!

Finally, as a result of the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel’s recent article on labyrinth and the random act of
kindness we received, we were contacted by an international, nonprofit organization dedicated to the labyrinth
experience encouraging us to list St. Christopher’s Labyrinth on the World Wide Labyrinth Locator Registry,
which is now in the capable hands of the Evangelism Committee. Stay Tuned!
Kip Jacobs, Jr. Warden
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St. Christophest Phestival
July 23, 2017

Photos: Mike De Sisti
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StC at Miller Park
August 13, 2017

Photos: Mike De Sisti
and Geoff Ward
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Kickoff Sunday
September 10, 2017

Photos: Mike De Sisti
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Celebration of New Ministry
October 3, 2017

Photos: Mike De Sisti
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St. Christopher’s Courier
7845 North River Road
River Hills, Wisconsin 53217–3025
Phone: (414) 352–0380 Fax:
(414) 352–0381
office@stchristopherswi.org
www.stchristopherswi.org

The Holy Eucharist
Sundays 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
Morning Prayer
Wednesdays: 7:30 a.m.
For pastoral needs or to arrange a personal visit with Fr. Geoff Ward,
please contact him through the church office or directly at:
Cell number: 1-214-616-4006
Email: fr.geoff@yahoo.com

Dated Material
This issue was mailed on November 6, 2017
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