ST. CHRISTOPHER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
River Hills, Wisconsin

ANNUAL REPORT for the year 2017
Presented at the Annual Meeting, February 11, 2018
St. Christopher’s Mission Statement
The mission of St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church is to share the Gospel joyfully
with everyone; offering a place in the heart of the North Shore where God’s love
is personally experienced. We are a sanctuary for spiritual growth, dedicated to
serving Christ in our daily lives.

The Annual Meeting for St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
February 11, 2018
10:15 AM after the 9 AM service
AGENDA

Opening Prayer
1. Call to Order – Mary Cady Thickens, Senior Warden
2. Approve Minutes from 2017 Annual Meeting
3. Presentation and election of Vestry Candidates
• Mary Beth Ansley—to be elected to a one-year term. (Class of 2019)
• Nels Harvey—to be elected to a three-year term. (Class of 2021)
• Will Piper—to be elected to a three-year term. (Class of 2021)
• Kathy Schwab—to be elected to a three-year term. (Class of 2021)
Explanation: Our Vestry, according to our by-laws, can be from six to nine members in size (not
including the Wardens.) This election will give us 9 Vestry members plus the two Wardens. In the
class of 2019, there is one opening. Mary Beth Ansley, whose class of 2018 expires this year, has agreed
to nomination to the class of 2019. Kathy Schwab, who was elected last year to fulfill an expired term
in the class of 2018, has agreed to nomination for her own term in the class of 2021.
4. Presentation and re-election of Wardens:
• Senior Warden: Kenneth (Kip) Jacobs
• Junior Warden: Mary Cady Thickens
Explanation: Kip Jacobs has served for two years as Junior Warden and has agreed to stand for
election as Senior Warden. Mary Thickens has served for two years as Senior Warden and has
agreed to stand for election as Junior Warden to work in a supporting role with Kip.
5. Presentation and Election of Deputies to the Convention of the Episcopal Diocese of
Milwaukee.
• Kip Jacobs
• Barbara Schmidt
• Mary Thickens
•
•
6. Introduction: Harry Ansley, Vestry Clerk and Charlie Koehn, Treasurer.
7. Remarks: Mary Cady Thickens, Senior Warden
8. “Our Story 2018” The Reverend Geoffrey F. Ward, Rector
9. Stewardship Campaign Trish Juranitch
10. 2018 Budget Charlie Koehn, Treasurer
11. Mission and Outreach: Laura Thurow
12. Recognition of Outgoing Vestry Member, Kathie Eilers
13. Adjournment
Closing Prayer

Minutes of the Annual Meeting
St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church
February 12, 2017
1. Call to Order:
Mary Thickens, Senior Warden, called the meeting to order at 10:15am and led the opening
prayer.
2. Approve Minutes from 2016 Annual Meeting:
Judy Scharfenberger moved that the minutes of the January 31, 2016 Annual Meeting be
approved as presented. Rick Thickens seconded. The motion carried.
3. Presentation and Election of Vestry Candidates:
• Kathy Schwab—to be elected to a one-year term (Class of 2018)
• Trish Juranitch—to be elected to a two-year term (Class of 2019)
• Charlie Koehn—to be elected to a three-year term (Class of 2020)
• Marisa Roberts—to be elected to a three-year term (Class of 2020)
• Bruce Holmes—to be elected to a three-year term (Class of 2020)
In presenting the published slate of candidates for election to the Vestry, Mary provided the
following clarifications:
• Kathy will fill an unexpired term in the Class of 2018
• Trish will fill an open (never filled) term in the Class of 2019
• Charlie and Marisa, appointed by the Vestry to fill Class of 2017 terms, will each now
stand for their own three-year terms
• Bruce will join Charlie and Marisa in the Class of 2020
Our Vestry, per our by-laws, can be from 6-9 members in size (not including the Wardens).
This election will give us a full slate of 9 members. Mary thanked them for serving.
Susan Hackl moved that the slate of candidates be elected as presented. Diane Eisen
seconded. The motion carried by unanimous acclamation.
4. Presentation and re-election of Wardens:
• Senior Warden: Mary Cady Thickens
• Junior Warden: Kenneth (Kip) Jacobs
Laura Thurow moved that the slate of candidates be elected as presented. Wendy Sopkovich
seconded. The motion carried by unanimous acclamation.
5. Presentation and Election of Deputies to the Episcopal Diocese of Milwaukee Convention:
•
Diane Eisen
•
Marisa Roberts
•
Wendy Sopkovich
•
Mary Thickens
Kathy Housiaux moved that the candidates be elected as presented. Rick seconded. The
motion carried by unanimous acclamation.
6. Introduction of the Clerk of the Vestry, Harry Ansley, and our Treasurer, Charlie Koehn:
Mary thanked them for their service and noted each would continue in their positions.
7. Remarks: Mary Cady Thickens, Senior Warden:
Mary reflected on the achievements and challenges of the preceding year, particularly:

•

A deliberate discernment process designed to maximize parishioner participation in
an environment where all felt safe in sharing their feelings and experiences; analyzing
feedback and building a profile of desirable characteristics resulting in calling Fr.
Geoffrey Ward to be the 8th rector of St. Christopher’s—his first day will be February
20, 2017 with his first services the following Sunday, February 26, 2017.

•

The ongoing effort to identify and select from among all available ways to best
leverage the Endowment Trust Fund, from ideas for increasing the principle balance
to ways to help decrease the deficit.

•

The special contributions of:
 Katie Madlung for nurturing the future of the church;
 John Beardsley for bringing Christian Rich to St. Christopher’s;
 Gust Olsen for his knowledge and patience.
• The continuing need to attract new members and to nurture individual spirituality.
Mary closed by offering her thanks to all who supported her and Kip throughout the year.
8. Remarks: Kip Jacobs, Warden:
Kip thanked Mary for her steady and compassionate leadership before reviewing:
• Building and Grounds costs were elevated due to the decision to complete certain
repairs to avoid catastrophic problems and even higher future costs, including:
 Modifications to the air conditioning condensation collection system to
prevent overflows;
 Water damage repairs due to a punctured roof membrane;
 Thermostat replacement for better temperature control.
• The Garden was very well supported by the parish, with produce donated to The
Gathering for use in their meal programs.
9. Stewardship Campaign Analysis & Presentation of 2017 Budget:
Charlie reflected on his learning curve during his first 10 months as Treasurer, and provided
the following brief overview:
• 2016 was generally a good year for pledges, gifts and Endowment Fund growth;
• Despite lower income projections, the budget benefitted from the absence of Rectorassociated costs;
• The Endowment Fund ended the year up more than $100,000, closing at $1.9 Million.
• The 2017 budget was presented, as approved via on-line vote by the Vestry on
February 11, 2017.
Charlie and Kip both noted that they were looking to Fr. Geoff to lead growth efforts in
stewardship, legacy planning and the Endowment Fund.
In the ensuing general discussion, Rick Thickens thanked the Vestry, noting that he believes
that the church is now in a better place. Wendy Sopkovich complimented Mary on her
successful scheduling of supply priests throughout the discernment period.
10. Adjournment:
There being no further business to discuss, Kip moved that the meeting be adjourned. Diane
seconded. The motion carried and the meeting was adjourned at 11:00am, after Mary led the
parish in a closing prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Harry Ansley, Clerk

Meet the Vestry
Mary Cady Thickens
In 2015 Mary Thickens retired from a 44-year career in Nursing and Nursing Management.
Most of those years were spent in critical care and for 16 years, Mary was the Director of
Ambulatory Care at Community Memorial Hospital in Menomonee Falls. During her
Tenure she developed and implemented a Family-Centered Care program. Receiving statewide and national attention, the program provided options for family presence during all
emergency care, including resuscitation. Mary and her husband Richard have 42 years of
membership at St. Christopher’s. She is particularly pleased that their children and
grandchildren are also part of the St. Christopher’s family. Mary has twice served on the
Vestry and she twice served as Senior Warden. She has chaired one search committee and
one discernment committee. She enjoys serving as acolyte for Sunday worship as well.

Kenneth “Kip” Jacobs
Kip has been involved at St. Christopher’s most of his life. He was confirmed at St.
Christopher’s and serves as an acolyte and lector at the 8:00am service. Kip and his wife Jill
have three grown children and are watching their family grow as grandchildren arrive. They
have two grandchildren; a 4 year-old and a 4-month old, and twins arriving in the spring. Kip
enjoys teaching at USM, gardening, cooking, traveling, fishing, golf and projects. He has
once served on the vestry in the past and starts his third year on the vestry, where he is one
of the wardens.

MaryBeth Ansley
MaryBeth Ansley has been a member of St. Christopher’s for almost 18 years. During that
time, she has served on the vestry two previous times, was a member of two search
committees, served as Director of the Children’s Ministry and taught Sunday School.
MaryBeth and her husband, Harry, enjoy coordinating various events at St. Christopher’s.
They have one son, Jim, who lives in Houston and will be married January 20, 2019!. The
Ansley’s live in funky Riverwest with their dog, Thibideaux, and Ninja, the cat.

Dick Hackl
Dick and Susan Hackl joined St. Christopher's in 2007. This is Dick's second term on the
Vestry. In his first term, he served as Senior Warden. The father of two boys and Boppa to
GrandGirls Avery (4) and Emma (2), he is retired from the financial services industry
although still an active member of the board of directors of the firm he helped found 26 years
ago. He keeps busy with reading, traveling, volunteering, rock climbing, napping, cave
exploring, baseball and NCIS watching, and off-road dirt biking in addition to regularly
playing very efficient rounds of golf, attaining the same score in 14 holes that take Owen
Perry 18. Dick also enjoys small dinners with friends, vodka and other spirits, and saying
outrageous things to see if anyone is paying attention.

Nels Harvey
Nels Harvey first came to St. Christopher's in 1976 when he and his family moved to
Mequon. He was very active in the church, as an usher, a member of the Deanery, and as
Council Representative. After several years away, Nels Returned after his wife, Joyce, was
interred in the Memorial Garden. Nels retired as a Television Engineer for
WMVS/WMVT, Milwaukee. He then started a new career with Evans Associates, and
Evans Engineering Solutions, broadcast engineering firms in Thiensville, where he still is
active.

Bruce Holmes
Bruce joined St. Christopher’s in 2004 shortly after he and his wife Gila moved to Glendale
from Milwaukee’s East Side. He was attracted to the friendly people, the active children’s
ministry and a Rector at that time who was a fellow distance runner.
Bruce grew up in Lombard, Illinois (a western suburb of Chicago) and attended a small
Episcopal church where he has fond memories of his times with the high school youth group.
He attended the University of Illinois and moved to Milwaukee after graduating where he
began his career as an actuary at Northwestern Mutual. He has worked at Northwestern
Mutual for 31 years. Bruce enjoys spending time with his wife Gila and their two teenage
sons – Nick and Nate. He also continues to enjoy competing in long-distance running and
triathlons.

Trish Juranitch
Trish lives in River Hills with her husband Bob, and their son Raymond. Son Jackson,
resides in Florida, and daughter Laura, attends college in upstate New York. (Laura was a St.
Christopher’s nursery attendant for 6+ years!) Trish moved to Dallas for college and then
Chicago for graduate school and worked in the banking business. She moved back to the area
to work at Cedarburg Lumber, the family business. Trish was Vice President of Cedarburg
Lumber when the business was sold in 2005. Trish has since filled her time with volunteer
activities. She has served on the Board of Trustees at University School, ran several milliondollar fundraising campaigns and even an $80,000 rummage sale! Her latest passion is
assisting in getting juniors and seniors in high school internship positions to start their work
portfolios. Trish is a lifelong member of St. Christopher’s, taught Ark Sunday school classes
for seven years, was in one of the Adult Journey classes in the early 2000’s, serves at The
Gathering with Raymond and even played Mary in the pageant one year (Raymond was
baby Jesus!). Trish truly enjoys worshipping with her family and parents, Bill and Sue
Wernecke every Sunday.

Charlie Koehn
Charlie was born in Milwaukee, growing up on the East Side, the son of two professional
opera singers. He graduated from University School of Milwaukee and headed west to The
University of Arizona in Tucson for a degree in History and Economics. After graduation
Charlie began his career in finance as an order runner in the Chicago trading pits. Moving to
New York City for a promotion, Charlie met Sarah in Chicago a few days before. Romance

bloomed into marriage and life in Greenwich Village. Charlie has worked as an executive
with several firms in Global Markets & Investments including JPMorgan Chase, Prudential
Financial and most recently; Morgan Stanley. After moving back to Chicago, Charlie and
Sarah moved to Fox Point full time in 2015 with twins (Charlie) Harvey, Jacqueline (4) and
big sister Daphne (6). Charlie and Sarah have enjoyed the fellowship and spiritual journey at
St. Christopher’s since 2008.

Will Piper
Will Piper first set foot in St. Christopher’s shortly after he and his wife Jeni got engaged in
2005 and has been an active member of the parish ever since! You may see Will often
serving as an usher, greeter or lay reader at the 10:00 a.m. service which he attends regularly
with his family. Will teaches 5th grade World Cultural Geography at University School of
Milwaukee for the past sixteen years, focusing on teaching children about different people
and places around the world. Will’s interests include teaching, coaching, live music and
Milwaukee Brewers baseball. St. Christopher’s has always been a special place for Will and
his family and he loves the feeling of focus and rejuvenation he gets from attending church.

Marisa Awodey Roberts
Marisa joined St. Christopher’s in 2005. Currently Marisa serves on the Vestry, altar guild,
flower ministry, outreach ministry, acolytes and has served as a delegate to the diocesan
convention. Marisa was baptized, confirmed, and attended St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
in Madison. As an adult, she participated in other religious experiences including while
living in Sudan, Kenya, and with relatives in Lebanon. Marisa recently semi-retired after 32
years of teaching high school science (chemistry, biology, earth/space science, physics, and
engineering) and working as an adjunct professor at Concordia University of Wisconsin and
now substitute teaches at Whitefish Bay Middle/High School, Nicolet High School, and
tutors students in chemistry and biology. Before teaching, Marisa was Madison’s first female
garbage collector and first female firefighter for northern Nevada’s BLM wildland
firefighters. She worked as a wildlife technician for the DNR developing animal retrieval
and data collection methods for coyotes and bobcat. Marisa’s hobbies include birding,
gardening, travel, and spending time with family. In Bayside she serves as chair of the
village’s Architectural Review Committee.

Kathy Schwab
Kathy is active in the Milwaukee community as well as nationally. She is heading into her
14th season as the Senior Director of Marketing for the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club
where she and the marketing team are responsible for all marketing, advertising, branding,
promotional giveaways, and theme night efforts with a focus on both the total and
multicultural consumer market. Prior to marrying and moving to Milwaukee in 1999, Kathy
spent nearly ten years with The Bon-Ton Stores in York, Pennsylvania holding the title of
divisional vice president/creative director. After relocating to Milwaukee, she served as vice
president of account services for Zizzo Group Advertising & Public Relations from 2000-04,
where she led the strategic oversight and day-to-day management of the Milwaukee Brewers
account. Along with her Vestry and Mission & Outreach efforts at St. Christopher’s, Kathy

is a “Forty Under 40” award recipient through The Business Journal, serves on the steering
committee for The National Sports Forum, sits on the Medical College of Wisconsin’s cancer
board, is a member of TEMPO, and is passionate about making the world a better place. A
native of York, Pennsylvania, Kathy played Division III volleyball and graduated with her
B.A. in English/professional writing and a minor in business administration from
Elizabethtown College in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. Kathy resides in Fox Point,
Wisconsin and has been actively involved at St. Christopher’s since the day she and her
beloved late husband, Dick, found their spiritual home here in 2014.

Meet the Staff
The Rev’d Geoffrey F. Ward, Rector
Fr. Ward began his ministry at St. Christopher’s nearly one year today. Prior to St.
Christopher’s, he led St. Francis in Eagle River, WI to full union status with the convention
of The Diocese of Fond du Lac, seeded the needs-based ministry Caritas of Eagle River, and
established significant Ecumenical partner relations. Prior to that, Fr. Ward was priest
associate at Christ Church Cathedral in downtown Hartford, CT. There he assisted the
Dean in most matters of the Cathedral, and was intrinsically involved with their Urban
feeding ministries. For the past decade his role was known as a ‘tent-maker priest, (named so
after St. Paul, who earned a living as a tent maker) holding a secular position while being a
non-stipendiary resource to the church. His executive experience includes management of
the Pension Resource Center(sm), a MetLife company responsible for more than 17,000
qualified retirement plans. As subject matter expert on ERISA regulatory matters; he
collaborated with MetLife's government affairs group and was an active participant on
committees and discussion panels for a number of industry trade organizations; holding
professional designations CFP, CLU, ChFC, and AIF. Now fully retired from secular work,
he accepted the call as Rector of St. Christopher’s in February 2017. A graduate of Nicolet
High School, Fr. Ward also holds a Bachelor’s Degree from Viterbo University, Master of
Fine Arts Degree from Trinity University, and Master of Theological Studies from Seabury
Western. His interests include fishing, boating, swimming, cross country skiing, and is an
avid Brewers, Packers, and Bucks fan. He and wife Valerie have six children, three
grandchildren, and two Yorkies who think they are children – Banjo and Susanna.

Valerie Ward, Interim Parish Administrator/Consultant
Valerie is currently conducting a fiduciary review of St. Christopher's operations; making
recommendations and integrating solutions to improve processes, efficiencies and
productivity of the Church, as well as performing the duties of church administrator. Before
accepting the call at St. Christopher's, Valerie was the Executive Director of the Campanile
Center for the Arts in Minocqua, WI where she was responsible for the administration,
budget, marketing, programming, and strategic planning for the non-profit arts center. Prior
to that, Valerie was Assistant Vice President for MetLife's Broker/Dealer division with
overall responsibility for the marketing, communications and training to 8,000 registered
representatives and their support staffs. During her tenure, Valerie established a leadership
forum for women employed by the broker/dealer division as well as a networking group for

female investment specialists, operations managers, compliance officers and administrative
assistants throughout MetLife’s four broker/dealer channels. Valerie holds a Bachelor of
Science degree in Marketing from Johnson and Wales University in Providence, RI. She is
an experienced singer, performs improv comedy, and is a “cradle” Episcopalian, which (she
jokes) is why Fr. Ward married her.

C. Christian Rich, M.M., Music Director
Indiana native, (Charles) Christian Rich received a Master Degree in Music and Liturgy
from the University of Notre Dame in 1978 and was immediately appointed Director of
Liturgy and Music and Assistant Professor of Pastoral Studies at Sacred Heart Seminary and
School of Theology in Hales Corners, Wisconsin where he served for 36 years. In addition to
his duties as seminary organist, Christian directed the seminary’s three vocal ensembles,
which sang regularly for chapel services and taught courses in liturgy. Upon his retirement in
2014, Christian was named a Professor Emeritus. He has served on the boards for Early
Music Now and the Milwaukee Choral Artists and is a member of the Milwaukee Chapter of
the American Guild of Organists. In addition, he served as organist and choir director for the
First Unitarian Society of Milwaukee for 25 years.

Katie Madlung, Christian Formation Director
Katie brings a love of creativity, art, organization, and most of all children to her position of
St. Christopher's as the Christian Formation Director for the last 7 years. When Katie is not
at church, she is an Early Childhood Special Education teacher for the Shorewood School
District and loves her rewarding position. Outside of teaching, Katie enjoys spending her
free time with her husband, 12-year-old son, Jack, and 9-year-old dog, Riley. One of her
favorite past-times is running. She looks forward to completing more races in 2018.

Rector’s Report
The Rector's Report comes this year in the form of a Power Point
Presentation, that is available on request. Please feel free to contact the
church office to obtain a copy. Fr. Geoff does wish to add into this report the
message distributed at Thanksgiving as his sentiments are exactly the same as
we arrive at the 1st anniversary of his arrival as the 8th Rector of St.
Christopher's…
“One year ago, my family was engaged in discernment conversations about a call to
serve at St. Christopher’s. Each conversation was something to be thankful for, and I remember
prayerfully expressing my sincerest gratitude to the Lord – that I would even be considered for the
privilege of serving as your Rector. Please know that our common call to mission in this place is among
the greatest joys of my life. I am very grateful for your support throughout the year, and honored by
the commitment each of you make to benefit our faith family and spiritual home. There are a great
many things happening at St. Christopher’s; and many more to come! It is all possible with your help.
For that help, I thank you. I thank our Wardens, Vestry and committee chairs. Above all, I thank God
for the abundance of love, mercy and the grace we share.”

Senior Warden’s Report
This was a year of transformation for St. Christopher’s. Sunday attendance
has grown significantly; increased giving and financial discipline have
resulted in a balanced budget; we have moved from a congregation mired in
sadness and resentment to a Church filled with joy; and the work of our
Church is being accomplished by a larger, diverse group of people rather
than a small group of people involved in all work.
A lot of our transformation is related to God calling a hardworking, visionary and pastoral
Rector to St. Christopher’s in the form of Father Geoff; and for that we are eternally grateful.

However:
As Fr. Geoff reminds us, real transformation is not just a process for restoring numbers or
dollars to what they once were or restoring a bygone memory of what our church was
perceived to be in the past. Transformation is about change which reconnects us to being
what we are called by God to be as a Church. It is about listening to God and acting upon
what we discern to be His will.
Transformation is a journey during which Christ is found in each of us and in all of us- for
the glory of God, for abundance in our own lives and for the sake of others.
I wish each of you God’s peace as we discern His will for our Church and act on behalf of
His people. Mary Cady Thickens, Senior Warden

Altar Guild
The Altar Guild is a group of members of St.
Christopher’s that prepares the Altar each Sunday for
services. We have about 12 members on the committee
and they unselfishly give their time to the church on a
monthly basis to make sure that we as a community can
come together to share the Holy Eucharist. In addition
to weekly services, we also prepare the table for
baptisms, weddings, funerals and memorial services.
As I reflect back on 2017, I am so thankful to all the members of the Altar Guild that helped
make things run just a little smoother. I especially appreciate the help of Valerie Ward who
has taken over the ordering of supplies, Lois Degener who week after week washes and irons
linens, and also special thanks to Fr. John Allen who
enjoys laundering the fair linen (truth!) and has
made, and will continue to make in the future, the
Hosts for Holy Communion.
I would also like to personally say thank you to the
anonymous donor who donated the funds for St.
Christopher’s to purchase the Blue Frontal that was
on the Altar this advent season. It was a beautiful
touch to our quaint church. Thank you also to Kathy
Housiaux and the Flower Guild who stepped up to
lead decorating the church for both the Easter Vigil
and the Greening of the church. This has always
been a great joint effort, and I appreciate your
willingness to be an important driver.
Please remember that we are always seeking out new members of the Altar Guild. The time
commitment is minimal, but so very important. This is also a great opportunity for some of
our younger members of the congregation to get involved. So, won’t you please consider
giving just a few moments of your time a few Sunday’s a year.
I said in my report last year that being the chair of the Altar Guild is a rewarding labor of
love. Being a mom, wife, student, and working full time doesn’t always allow for me to give
as much time to the church as I would like, but I feel blessed to be a part of this very
important ministry. Judy Scharfenberger, Chair

Caring Ministry
The Caring Ministry continues its long tradition of helping families at the end of a loved
one’s life with warm hospitality and support in the Williamsburg Room. Members on call
serve as they are available prior to and following funeral and memorial services.

The committee is formulating additional plans to assist families with other needs in future
meetings. Examples are church members making and delivering meals to the infirmed, ill or
disabled, baking breads to welcome new and returning parishioners, and periodic homemade
soup sales between Sunday services to help defray Caring Ministry expenses.
New Members and on call participants are most welcome to help with all Caring Ministry
activities. Please note that while attending planning meetings is encouraged, it is not
mandatory. Our thanks to all who support our ministry! Mary Jane Perry, Chair

Children’s Christian Formation
The children’s ministry at St. Christopher’s Church have made some noteworthy changes
this year. We still have four classrooms just as we did last year. The youngest classroom, or
the Ark, has the four and five-year-old children. The Knitters have our first and second
grade children, and the Weavers have the third, fourth, and fifth grade children. The
Journeyers still have our oldest children, which include the sixth, seventh, and eighth
graders. We were also lucky enough to have our three teacher helpers Nick Holmes, Ava
Fischer, and Olivia Weseman continue working in our Sunday school program this year.
They help alongside our amazing veteran teachers, Maddy Fischer who teaches in the
Journeyers classroom, Rachel Newson who teaches in the Weavers classroom, Zach Fischer
and Micky Braeger who teach together in the Knitters classroom, and Robert Claud Diedrich
and Nick Weseman who teach together in the Ark. I am extremely grateful for all of their
hard work and dedication in educating the children at St. Christopher’s.
The curriculum we use to
teach the children about God
and His people stayed the
same as last year. We
continue to use the curriculum
entitled Spark: Activate Faith
for the Ark, Knitters, and
Weavers, and all the children
are learning about lessons
from the second cyclical year
of the program teaching key lessons from the Old and New Testament. The Old Testament
stories are presented in the fall, and the New Testament stories are presented in the winter
and spring. This fall the children heard the story of Creation, Noah’s Ark, and the Ten
Commandments. In the winter we shifted to Jesus’ birth, the Angels Visit, and the Wise
Men. Currently the children are hearing the stories about the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus Blessing
the Children, and Jesus Healing Two Blind Men. The Journeyers, on the other hand,
switched curriculums this year and are learning lessons from the J2A curriculum. J2A is a
program the immediately follows the Rite 13 curriculum the students used the last 2 years.
This curriculum has the same four core areas of discovery, self, sexuality, spirituality, and
society; however, these themes become more closely examined in the J2A curriculum. In
addition, there are four main goals of the J2A program and they are as follows:

1.
2.
3.
4.

To celebrate the transition from youth to adulthood.
To train young people in the skills of adulthood.
To explore the mystery of our faith heritage.
To establish our experience in the strength of community and liturgy.

The sense of respect, friendship, and community that’s been established in this group of
young people has been such a pleasure to witness. They are learning a great deal from each
other by engaging in deep, meaningful, and thought-provoking conversations each week.
The children’s ministry at St. Christopher’s Church would not be possible without the
dedication of our wonderful teachers and teacher helpers, the support of our parents, the
stories of God’s powerful work, and most of all the participation of our wonderful children. I
am truly thankful and blessed for everyone’s help in making the Sunday school program at
St. Christopher’s possible. Katie Madlung, Director

Communications Committee
The Communication Committee was organized in the summer
of 2017. Members are Fr. Geoff, Valerie Ward, Trish Juranitch,
Mike DeSisti (we are lucky to have an outstanding professional
photographer on the team), Ada Nielsen and Harry Ansley.
The meetings focus on marketing/promoting events at St.
Christopher’s including St. ChristoPhest, Kick-Off Sunday, and
other externally-directed communications such as advertising in
the River Hills Review, a monthly magazine distributed to River
Hills residents.
2018 priorities are to revamp the website, and develop a series of
“how to” brochures for St. Christopher’s. Please let us know if
you would like to join the committee or provide ideas. Ada Nielsen, Chair

Confirmation Class
Confirmation classes began in November
and meet one Sunday evening each
month. The curriculum for the lessons is
from a wonderful series titled, “Confirm
not Conform.” Each month, the group
meets for dinner and discussion on the 3rd
Sunday of the month. The conversations
range from making choices, what is a
belief system, what is faith and what does it mean to be a Christian and live a spiritual life.
The young adults in the class will be meeting four more times this year and begin again next
November. Each participant will then decide if they want to be confirmed the following
year. MaryBeth Ansley, Instructor

Emerging Church Committee
The Emerging Church Committee was formed in 2017 to help the members of this church
and the community around us experience church in different ways. This committee is
currently working on cosmetic updates to the large room in the basement which will
eventually encompass community events including theatrical performances and musical
events. We want this church space to be used for Senior Events, Youth Groups and
children’s activities including children’s theater. We are partnering with Scott Stoner to
bring more Living Compass retreats to St. Christopher’s. In April 2018, we plan to start a
Contemporary Worship Service with the Rays of Light band. This will be just the beginning
as we find new ways to bring more people into our church and into the love of Jesus Christ.
If you are interested in participating in our meetings or becoming a member of this
committee, please call me at 414-841-1002. All are welcome.
Susan Chiarello, Chair

Evangelism Committee
Our committee is in its second year and enjoying
our work at St. Christopher's.
The Committee hosted events during the year
including Yoga, Reading Group and Cookies and
Carols, which was back for a second year. Cookies
and Carols is a family event where we sing and
learn about traditional Christian Christmas carols
(accompanied on the piano by our music director
Christian Rich) while decorating Christmas
cookies. We look forward to introducing more
efforts, like a project underway with the Caring Committee to prepare bread for newcomers,
in 2018.
In 2017, we began a collaboration with three
other Episcopal Churches in the North Shore
to develop a residential mailer inviting new
residents to our churches in the area. This
collaboration was extended in December to
advertise our Christmas Services in the
North Shore Now. We will continue to
grow our partnership by communicating and
inviting them to our parish events, such as the Just Mercy book discussion on Thursday,
February 22nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Community Room. Just Mercy is the diocese of
Milwaukee’s book selection of the year that discusses racial healing, reconciliation, and
justice in the nation’s criminal justice system.
Finally, an application, description and pictures have all been submitted to Veriditas.org,

listing our wonderful Labyrinth on their national registry. The prayer box by the labyrinth
will be stocked with pamphlets providing information on how to walk the labyrinth.
Diane Eisen, Chair

Fellowship
We had another great year of fellowship at
St. Christopher's, hosting coffee hours
after the 8 and 10 a.m. Sunday church -the "gathering" after the service. Ada
Nielsen and Harry Ansley reorganized the
kitchen and created a how-to guide for the
newcomer. And of course, we could not
have done it without help from so many
families hosting coffee hours each week.
This year, we initiated the idea that coffee hour starts after the 8 a.m. service and carries
right to 11 or even noon.
Fellowship also extended to special events like
the Mother's Day pancake breakfast, and of
course, St. ChristoPhest and St. Christopher’s
Day at Miller Park.
For those who are not in a position to do coffee
hour, we created a donation box. We want
everyone to help contribute to this important
ministry. John Diedrich

Flower Ministry
The Flower Ministry at St. Christopher's, formerly known as the Flower Guild, continues in
the same tradition by celebrating the Glory of God with floral arrangements on the altar for
Sunday morning services and important liturgical occasions. These flowers are a vibrant
expression of God's presence at St. Christopher's.
The Flower Ministry is scheduled to meet on the first Thursday of each month. In addition
to organizing monthly responsibilities, flower arranging classes are occasionally offered
focusing on color, flower selection and elements of design. New members are always
welcome!
With the exception of Ash Wednesday and Lent, floral arrangements grace the altar at St.
Christopher's every Sunday. These arrangements are provided by the parishioners of St.
Christopher's who sign up on the bulletin board in the Community Room. Most of the altar
flowers are ordered from Sendik’s through the church office in consultation with the
parishioners. Some floral arrangements are personally created or are ordered though other
vendors.

We encourage all parishioners to consider signing up individually, as a family, or partnering
with another person or family. This is a wonderful way to honor or memorialize a loved one
or to give flowers in Thanksgiving. So many of you have already provided altar flowers this
past year - thank you very much.
The Flower Ministry also prepares the church for Thanksgiving, Advent, Christmas, Lent,
and Easter. For example, we work together
with the Altar Guild readying the church for
Christmas during the Greening of the
Church as well as preparing the church for
Easter.
Another focus of the Flower Ministry is the
newly established Flower Fund, which
continues to grow with donations from
parishioners. These donations are greatly
appreciated. Donations to the fund help
defray costs for flowers purchased for special
occasions as well as for those parishioners
who would otherwise not be able to provide
altar flowers. The hope is that every
parishioner who would like provide altar
flowers for Sunday morning services may do
so. Please contact Father Geoff for more
information about this fund.
Finally, as the Lay Eucharistic Visitors
ministry becomes organized, flowers will be a special complement to communion and prayer
offered during home visits to parishioners who are unable to attend Sunday morning
services. This ministry touches each and everyone one of us in the St. Christopher's
community. Appreciate. Participate. Enjoy! Kathy Housiaux, Chair

St. Christopher’s
Garden
Our garden this past year was
a success because of so many
people that participated in
helping our plants grow. We
successfully planted fruits and
vegetables for others who
needed the food. We also
were able to provide people in

our parish the fresh goodness of zucchinis, tomatoes, carrots, and a few beets. The produce
that we planted in the spring, tended to over the summer and harvested in the fall reminds us
that it takes hard work and dedication to keep a garden. I would like to thank everyone that
participated for your time and effort serving as a garden captain and helping to transport
food to the Gathering. Our composting operation is starting to produce the soil to sustain
our gardens. Greens have been added to the compost along with bedding from our resident
guinea pigs to serve as the basis for soil remediation in the future. Thanks to Jeanne Ada for
tending the guinea pigs and supplying the compost with bedding and coffee grounds. Finally,
as the winter winds calm and the days grow longer, we again will direct our attention to the
soil in the garden from which we gather our bounty. Spring is right around the corner and it
means that planting seeds is only months way. Please help us to make our garden grow.
Look for basil seed packets at church to plant at your house. Let’s keep the growing going!
Kip Jacobs

The Gathering
The Gathering was created in 1981 and
St. Christopher’s has been a partner on
that journey from the very beginning.
The Gathering continues to directly
address the issue of hunger in
Milwaukee by serving those in need.
Ever since St. Christopher’s parishioner
George Green played a critical role in
creating The Gathering, we’ve contributed our collective time and talents in support of the
mission of The Gathering in countless ways and on untold occasions. In recent years, our
focus has been on providing volunteer groups for Saturday lunch services, over 100 times
since The Gathering started keeping an official count.
We pray that you will help continue the work of so many of our St. Christopher’s “family”—
past and present—and support The Gathering in their ongoing efforts to stop hunger—one
day at a time, one person at a time. If you would like more information, or want to commit
to any of the remaining 2018 dates, please contact Harry Ansley (hfansley@yahoo.com) or
MaryBeth Ansley (marybethansley@yahoo.com). Harry & MaryBeth Ansley

Liturgical Ministries
Marilyn and I are very happy to be back
at St. Christopher’s Church and to
experience the joy of being with you all
and it is hard to believe that we have
been gone three years! When I retired
we did not know where we would
worship and our background was not
particularly “Anglo-Catholic” in style.

What we wanted was good preaching, a good liturgical experience (choir and music) and a
congregation of good Christian people. At St. Christopher’s, we have found a very
welcoming community of people from all age groups and from various backgrounds. This is
what makes a living Church. When Fr. Geoff came we received a call from Owen Perry
telling us about the “new priest”, but St. James’ had not closed, so returning still was in the
future. Fr. Geoff and I went to lunch and I found him to be the type of person we would like
as our Priest.
Fr. Geoff is full of energy, ideas and enthusiasm to build the Christian Community called St.
Christopher’s. Fr. Geoff asked me if “I would be a Priest Associate” and now we are finding
out what that means. What builds the Church is all of us working together, so that God’s
kingdom might be manifested among us. Fr. John Allen, Priest Associate

Men’s & Women’s Groups
The Men’s and Women’s groups at St. Christopher’s try to meet five or six times throughout
the year. The Men’s Group had a Wellness
Retreat in September, as well as meeting at
the Church. The Women’s Group met at
various restaurants and homes. With
turnout varying from six to 15, the time is
spent getting to know one another on a
deeper level and learning how we can be
prayerful for each other. This time of
connecting has served to nurture our
spirituality and our relationships. We're
looking forward to upcoming gatherings in 2018! Raquel Rutledge

Music Ministry
My tenure as Interim Music Director came to an unexpected end last February on meeting
with Fr. Geoff for the very first time. Within twenty minutes of our initial conversation I
found myself saying yes to dropping the “interim” from my title and committing myself to
several years as Music Director here at St.
Christopher’s. So much for retirement! It is
a joyous thing to find oneself involved in
collaborative ministry with Fr. Geoff,
characterized by mutual respect, admiration,
and affirmation.
This past September, longtime choir
members Diane Eisen, Laura Gough, Dee
Lee, Hattie Purtell, Judy Scharfenberger and
Nance Schmid welcomed new members
Valerie Ward, Sally Walters and Kathy Seelig. This year, additional evening rehearsals the
third Thursday of the month have been introduced to enable us to work further ahead on

Sunday anthems. Though small in number, these dedicated and talented women are huge on
spirit as they provide leadership and enhancement of the musical prayer of the St.
Christopher Church community. The church’s choir now wears choir robes and are part of
the liturgical procession at the beginning of the 10:00AM Sunday service.
The afternoon of the First Sunday of Advent, December 3, brought to the community room
Cookies & Carols. This annual holiday family event is jointly hosted by the Evangelization
committee and music department giving the children an opportunity to display both their
singing and cookie
decorating skills. The following
Saturday we
hosted The Collegium Ladyes
who presented
their annual Christmas concert
in the church. The
featured work was Benjamin
Britten’s Ceremony
of Carols with harp
accompaniment.
The sounds of The Bach
Chamber Choir
filled the church on Sunday,
April 30. This
annual performance was
entitled Peace and
Rebirth: A Concert of Songs for
the Spring Season.
The ensemble returns with
another concert this April 22 featuring musical settings of American poetry.
On Sunday, May 7th, we hosted an afternoon organ concert and hymn festival celebrated the
50th anniversary of St. Christopher’s Stratton Memorial Organ. Playing to nearly a full
church that including Stratton family members, six Episcopal Church organists, including
myself, participated in the annual members’ recital of the Milwaukee chapter of the
American Guild of Organists. It is a privilege and delight to play this fine instrument every
Sunday here at St. Christopher’s. Christian Rich, Director

Mission & Outreach Committee
St. Christopher’s has long been known for its strong mission and outreach ministries. Over
the past few months, we have been evaluating our mission and outreach efforts as a parish,
and stretching ourselves to find a meaningful way to reach outside of our walls in a unified
way with our ministry. Through meetings,
learning sessions, and much due diligence, we are
embarking on an exciting development to reach
outside of our walls and to help others in a way
we had never thought possible. Through
discussions with the Mayor and his staff; the
office of violence prevention; and the faith-based
non-profit organization, City on a Hill; we are
growing a partnership that we feel is where we
can perform our deepest and most lasting
mission and outreach ministry.
You are the light of the world. City on a hill cannot be hidden. – Matthew 5:14

City on a Hill is located in the heart of Milwaukee, where thousands of children are living in
poverty and the homeless population is at a record level. City on a Hill’s mission is to save
the children, reach the parents and change the city. And, they do this through: children,
youth, family and adult programs; health and social programs; neighborhood transformation;
youth and adult mission trips, and compassion events.
The next step for St. Christopher’s is to actually have a physical space – St. Chris in the City –
on City on a Hill’s campus. Although hundreds of churches volunteer at City on a Hill, we
will be the very first church to have a physical presence on their footprint. It is a space where
we can begin to organize our volunteer base, and where we can plug in to programs that are
already established there.
Thank you to founding committee members: Dick Hackl, Sarah Koehn, Marisa Roberts,
Wendy Sopkovich, and Laura Thurow, along with Father Geoff and Mary Thickens.
We listened to all of you and we know that having a ministry that can be shared together is
important. All of us have gifts to help give our neighbors hope, all while bringing
transformation through God’s guidance. Please join us! Kathy Schwab, Chair

Nursery Report
St. Christopher’s nursery is available to parents all
year during the 10:00 am Sunday service. The
nursery is bright and cheery and well stocked with
toys to engage our youngest members while their
parents are able to worship. There is no expectation
that children be in the nursery. If you wish, your
children can remain with you in the church. Even
crying is lovely music as it is the harbinger of the
next generation of church members.
The nursery is staffed with an outside, bonded staff person, and is assisted primarily by
parishioner Jeanne Ada Nielsen. Beepers are available should we need to contact you during
the service. The nursery is located down the main hall off the community room next to the
rest rooms. We accept donations of items in good condition. If you have something you
would like to donate, please contact me. It is with deep appreciation for all the parents who
have shared their children with us, and the staff and volunteers who care for them as well,
that I submit this report. Diane Eisen

Office Report
As Mary wrote in her Senior Warden’s report, the Parish Office has undergone a
transformation since Gust retired last summer. The first order of business was to take
inventory of organizing everything in the offices and Cave, including all of the paper,
envelopes, office supplies, files, tools, books and office machines (including computers,
copiers, meters, folding machines, printers, etc.) The purpose of this exercise was to learn
what was in working order, what was no longer being used, and quantify supplies so we

would order only the things we really needed. Case in point: An unopened Pitney Bowes
paper folding machine found in the Cave that upon investigation, St. Christopher’s had been
paying a monthly cost as part of its postage machine lease for the past four years. In the
clean-up we also discovered ten Brother printer
cartridges that upon inspection were all empty. On the
plus side, I can guarantee that we won’t need to order
paperclips and colored folders any time soon.
We donated outdated business machines to Goodwill,
such as the fax machine, resulting in cost savings from
the elimination of a dedicated phone line. With the
help of Trish Juranitch, Mary Thickens and Marisa
Roberts, we went through boxes upon boxes of files in the Cave and the office, using the
National Church’s Manual of Business Methods record retention guidelines to determine what
to keep and sending about 20 file boxes of old papers to shredding heaven.
Next was the process of going through all of the bills St. Christopher’s, to determine if the
services were still needed or wanted. Through this exercise, an “internet services” bill that
was nothing but a scam, an email account, conferencing services, duplicate internet back up
software that were no longer in use, and a Yellow Pages display ad were all canceled
resulting in a $760 annual savings. It was also discovered that by bundling the 5 phone lines
and internet with Spectrum instead of parsing them between AT&T and Spectrum, we’d
realize a $2,300 annual savings as well as faster internet speed. We’ve also experience
decreased printing costs by replacing the service booklet with the Book of Common Prayer
and a service bulletin.
Another cost saving measure will be eliminating the postage meter at the end of its lease at a
savings of $1400 a year and moving to internet-based postage services such as stamps.com and
USPS click and ship. We also changed payroll to a once a month frequency instead of every
two weeks, which will result in a savings as it cuts down on preparation time.
Office efficiency is of utmost importance as well, as well as accuracy of information.
Dropbox is now being used for file access and retention, with real-time backups to the Cloud.
Servant Keeper, the office’s main system for membership and contribution tracking, is three
iterations behind, and the Vestry voted to upgrade it to its
current system - Version 8. The main office computer, which
was about 10 years old, was upgraded as well. The newest
version is Cloud based, and its functionalities are very
exciting, including an online member directory, on-demand
contribution statements and online giving using Vanco
(formerly known as PayPal).
Other improvements include the redesign of the Weekly Update, banners on the front lawn
advertising the Church’s special events and services, the introduction of a consolidated
Church calendar, and the utilization of a ministry scheduling software.

While we’ve accomplished so much, there is still much to do. While the Servant Keeper
upgrade is underway, it will take several weeks to complete the integration. The utilization
of a bulletin software to create the Sunday bulletins is also being investigated, and the
website needs to be upgraded in order to increase functionality and integrate the memberfacing functions of Servant Keeper 8. Therefore, I’ll be sticking around for a little while
longer than planned to bring these tasks to fruition. However, once these improvements are
implemented, a modernized church office will be in place to accommodate the growth St.
Christopher’s will surely experience in the coming years.
Finally, I would like to thank you all for the warm welcome you have extended to my family
and me as we have embarked (Yorkie pun intended) on this journey together. With Gratitude,
Valerie Ward

Stewardship Report

Pledging….it is sometimes a difficult conversation to have. What is a pledge? (It is a
commitment to the church to give an amount of
money for unrestricted operational use during
the year) How will the pledge be used? (Pledge
monies are used to pay electric bills, postage,
salaries, snowplowing, and day-to-day expenses.)
These questions and many more were some of
the wonderful and healthy discussions we
encountered during our stewardship campaign.
We thoroughly enjoyed chatting with everyone and were truly blessed with the 63
individuals, families and foundations who committed close to $240,000 to our church for 2018.
This dollar amount is a 26% increase over last year.
The committee will now shift its focus to working on long term legacy planning to ensure St.
Christopher’s future. Thank you for your support! Trish Juranitch, Chair

2017 in Review
New Members:
Jon and Terrie Barsanti
The Chiarello Family
Kathy Seelig
Fred and Shirley Swider
Roger Ward
Fr. Geoffrey and Valerie Ward and Family

Returning Members:
Barry and Linda Allen
Fr. John and Marilyn Allen
LeAnne Drives
Lindsay Stevens Gardner
The Grehn Family
The Housiaux Family (Charlie and Erin)
The Kilpatrick Family
Committal and/or Memorial Services:
Chris and Jackie Mortenson
Betty McGrath Brown – May 12
The Nielsen Family
Lynn Laun Lindert – December 30
Hannah Pillsbury
John Donald Roethle – July 7
Ted and Hattie Purtell
Bonneda Lee Siebecker – July 22
Barbara Schmidt
Nancy Downing Touhey - June 25
Steve and Sally Stevens
The Slater Family
Diocese of Milwaukee Convention Deputies
Sarah (Sally) Walters
Diane Eisen
Jim and Libby Wigdale
Marisa Roberts
Wendy Sopkovich
Candidates for Confirmation-May 2019
Mary Thickens
Kendall Coburn
Robert Coburn
Supply Clergy
Daniel Diedrich
The Rev. Pedro Acosta
Thomas Dobrowits
The Rev. John T. Allen
Owen Gardner
The Rev. Wayne Fehr
Zachary Gargano
The Rt. Rev. Edwin Leidel
Nathan Holmes
The Rt. Rev Steven Miller
Raymond Juranitch
The Rev. Richard Smiraglia
Will Kilpatrick
The Rev. Scott Stoner
Danny Manger
Jack Slater
James Weseman

Events
2/12
2/19
2/20
2/26
2/28
3/1
3/15
April
4/9
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/16

Annual Meeting
Bishop Miller’s Visitation
Fr. Ward’s 1st Day
st
Fr. Ward’s 1 Sunday & Potluck Celebration
Shrove Tuesday Chili Cookoff
Ash Wednesday Services with Imposition of Ashes
Prayer Room Reopened
Playground Reopened
The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday: Agape Meal & Holy Eucharist with Vigil
Good Friday: Veneration of the Cross
Great Vigil of Easter with Reception
Easter Sunday

4/30
4/30
5/7
5/14
5/18
5/21 & 28
6/4
7/2
7/12
7/20
7/23
8/13
August
September
9/10
9/14
9/17
9/27
9/30
October
10/1
10/3
10/14
11/16
11/23
11/26
December
12/2
12/3
12/9
12/23
12/24
12/25

Welcome Reception for Fr. Ward and wife Valerie
Bach Chamber Choir Concert
American Guild of Organists Annual Members’ Recital
50th anniversary of the Stratton Memorial Organ
Mother’s Day Pancake Breakfast
Reading Group Meeting
The Five People You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom
Garden Prep and Plant Days
st
1 Sunday of Pentecost and Sunday School Year-End Picnic
Independence Day Service
Mid-week Morning Prayer Begins
Reading Group Meeting
When Breath Becomes Air by
St. Christophest
St. Christopher’s Day at Miller Park
School Supplies Collection
Garden Harvest
Kick-Off Sunday
Reading Group Meeting
The Book of Joy by His Holiness the Dalai Lama & Archbishop Desmond Tutu
Good Grief! Series Begins
Confirmation Classes Begin
Men’s Retreat
Cave Clean Up Day
Garden Clean Up
Blessing of the Animals
Installation of Fr. Ward as 8th Rector of St. Christopher’s
Diocese of Milwaukee Convention
Reading Group Meeting
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance
Thanksgiving Day Service
2018 Church for a Lifetime Annual Appeal
Christmas Outreach for Burmese Refugees
Intentionally Mindful Advent Retreat
Cookies and Carols
Collegium Ladyes Christmas Benefit Concert
Greening of the Church
Advent IV Morning Prayer
Family Service with Children’s Pageant
Choral Eucharist
Christmas Eucharist

