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 1.  HORRID CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE HAND OF GOD
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of 
the entire Roman world…And everyone went to their own town to register.  So 
Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea…He went 
there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was 
expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 
him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them.                                                                          
Luke 2.1-6
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“Think of the tragedy of it, the loneliness of it; that in that hour of all hours, when 
womanhood should be surrounded by the tenderest care, she was alone.”
- G. Campbell Morgan
 
 
2.  THE MOST AMAZING NEWS EVER TO THE LEAST LIKELY AUDIENCE
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not 
be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today 
in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 
This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the 
angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”                                                                                                                 
Luke 2.8-14
 
 
Appearance, Fear, Comfort, Message, Sign
 
“murion”
 
 
 “[Shepherds were] despised in everyday life.” 
- Dr. Joachim Jeremias
 
 
“To buy wool, milk or a kid from a shepherd was forbidden on the assumption that 
it would be stolen property.”
- Dr. Joachim Jeremias
 
 
!  Because the shepherds weren’t in a hurry.
 
 
!  Because choosing the shepherds sends a message.
 
 
!  Because a shepherd is what Jesus is called to be.
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But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the 
rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people 
Israel.
Matthew 2.6
 
 
!  Because the shepherd’s lives mirror that of the adult Christ.
 
 
!  Because these shepherds cared for sacrificial lambs.
 
…treasured up all these things, pondering them in her heart.                               
Luke 2.19
 
 
 
 
3.  THE LEAST AUSPICIOUS OF CIRCUMSTANCES AND THE GLORY OF 
GOD
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in 
the manger.                                                                                                               
Luke 2.16
 
 
…and the glory of the Lord shone around them…                                                   
Luke 2.9
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