Writer Georgia Beers of Rochester was the featured speaker in November, for the
“Humans of Spiritus” series. For those who may have missed her talk at Spiritus, here is
a transcript of an e-mail interview.

What is your life's work?
I am a romance novelist. I write lesbian romance.
How many books have you published?
My first book was published in 2000. My 16th will be released in December.
What is the most rewarding part of your work? What really inspires you to write?
There are so many parts of my job that I love. Writing about love, about falling in love, is
so much fun and so joyful. I wake up in the morning and -- even on days when I'm
having trouble finding my muse, I'm still thrilled to have the career I do. I get e-mails
from all around the world on a regular basis, and that always gives me a boost. As for
inspiration, that comes from anywhere and everywhere and often when I least expect it.
What is the hardest part of your job?
The hardest part of my job is finding ways to stay disciplined. I work from home and
answer to nobody but myself. As I said during my talk, people always tell you how lucky
you are to work from home (and they're right), but they don't tell you how difficult it is.
Add to that the fact that I'm very easily distracted, and I have my work cut out for me
during the day. Keeping my butt in the chair is key and not always easy.
Who is your audience?
Generally, my audience is lesbian, though I have received e-mails from readers that span
the spectrum. I have a couple of straight male "regulars" who love romance and read all
my work because they don't enjoy the "alpha male" stereotype that many mainstream
romances have. Many of my family members read my books, including my parents and
my brother-in-law.
What is it that you feel, based on reactions from fans, that you bring to your
readers?

I think reading romance of any kind helps people to believe in love and generally makes
them happy. In my case, I have the added honor of helping my readers see themselves in
a book, helping them know they belong, that they're no different than their straight
friends, that there are other people like them and we all love exactly the same way: with
our hearts. Especially in these perilous political times, it's more important than ever that I
keep cranking out books, use my creativity to stay vocal and let this new administration
know that me and my LGBT family aren't going anywhere.
What brought you to Spiritus? How does your faith play a role in your work?
My story is a long one. Suffice to say that I've been on a spiritual quest of sorts for
almost a year and Spiritus is the first place to bring me peace in my heart. I am by no
means finished with my journey, but I'm happier at Spiritus than I've been in a very long
time.

