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Dear brethren, 
 

 It only seems like yesterday that we were in the States visiting with many of you. We very 
much appreciated our time and stay with you all. Though this trip covered a period of 2 
months, that time went quickly as it always does. We have been back 4 weeks and it seems 

we have not stopped since being back. As some 
of you know my mother had a fall and broke her 
hip while I was away so when we got home we 
repacked the bags and went up to Auckland 
stayed with one of the brethren, Wendy Williams 
and the next day I preached at the North shore 
church of Christ.   
The church received us well and put on a lovely 
luncheon and showed us this wonderful Christian 
hospitality. That afternoon I put Melinda on the 
bus back to Tauranga and then went on to be 
with the church in Massey and stayed the night 

with the Cherry family before heading up to northland to 
stay with my mother.  She is 87 years old and has had a 
partial hip replacement. So it was nice that I could help her 
and be with her for three days. This ageing process is not 
for wimps. 
 
Since being back I have had several studies with Awatupu 
and his son Joshua. I take two other brothers with me to 
the study. Though it has been two months since we had 
studied together they were eager to resume our study 
again which was a great sign of their desire and 
commitment. As we had our study this week Awatapu said 
“I need to be made clean and bury this old man” so we 
sent a text to whoever could make it to the estuary to 
baptize Awatupu. Joshua was thinking about it but had not 
made a commitment to be baptized but while he was 
driving to the baptism of his father he made up his mind in 
the car to do it also. Marcello, who is a Chilean brother  
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comes to help me. It was a thrill to see both father and son enter into Christ. While at the 
baptism a member of the family asked if she could be baptized too so I said we would need 
to talk about what it means to be baptized and arranged for two of my Christians sisters to 

conduct a study with her which they are doing. 
She also has one or two others she wants to 
invite to be a part of it. So the gospel is 
spreading. Praise God. 
 
I invited Joshua and Awatapu to the small mid-
week home group and they came. . It was 
good for the group to meet them and to feel a 
part of the wonderful experience. What was 
also thrilling was, we have a lady (Nicola) who 
is not a Christian coming to the group who has 
just started studying one-on-one with two of 
our sisters in our small group. Both these new 
brothers shared their delight of being reborn 

and it was good for her to hear this as she contemplates her own response.  I have been 
teaching at the group on “Discipleship” which is good for these new ones to hear and for us 
all to be reminded what the call is. 
 
We had another wonderful bible study with the 
Whakatane home church this last week and 
seeing Trina growing after we baptized her 
before we lift to the States was very 
encouraging. She has been reaching out to her 
friends with her new found faith.   
 
Since we have been back I have been trying to 
catch up with different brethren around the 
country to plan my next preaching and 
encouragement visits. We have many needs 
around and I am asking God how I can be used 
to my best in these situations. 
 
We recently had 10 of our young adults over to spend time encouraging and supporting 

Marcello and Matraca Toro who are off to 
begin a new work in Chile next year. They will 
be leaving our shores in December. Melinda 
and I will personally miss them as they have 
been a couple who we have spent some time 
with us. I have taken Marcello with me on 
trips to visit other churches and have spent 
time teaching and mentoring. But we 
“commend them to God and to the word of his 
grace”. Marcello has been asking if Melinda 
and I can fly over to Chile to visit, encourage 
them and for us to give them any ideas that 
will help them in their work in the near future.   
So it is something we will need to think and 



pray about for some time in the future. 
 
 
Nathan our youngest son is developing to be a wonderful preacher and teacher. He 
preached last weekend and though I was away preaching myself all Melinda and I hear is 
raving reports on his lessons.  They young adult small group also are challenged by his 
lesson. He will be graduating from the Bible College in less than a month and we are unsure 
what his future holds. But he remains in God’s hands who is the God of the future.    
 
While we were in the States we got to see Chris and Abby and our grandchildren on our way 

through California and on the way home. 
We saw Charis and Ethan run in a school 
jogathon.  Charis did a small concert with 
her Violin at school and Ethan play 
Baseball. And spent fun times with Indy our 
energetic 3 year old she is.  Never easy 

saying good bye and living so far away but we 
cherish the moments we get with them.  
 
Aaron and Angelique are back in the gold 
coast Australia for now. They spent several 

months where Aaron was chief mate on a 
mercy ship and Angelique was with the 
doctors , nurses and dentist in and around 
Papua New Guinea.  Aaron is working 
presently with an Ocean Charter company 
and Angelique is doing on call nursing which 
means long hours. We hope we will see them 
early in 2014. And in case you are 
wondering, no that is not a baby in the front 
pack Angelique is carrying, even though it 
sure looks like it doesn’t it?  
 
We want to say once again thank you for 

making us feel so welcome when we came to the States and for your encouragement and 
support.  We continue to need to raise $500 a month so if any can help with this it would be a 
wonderful blessing to us and I know a blessing to you too. Contact us on our email if you 
wish to help.  
 
Prayer please pray for Awatapu and Joshua Rota for their new walk in Christ. Also for Nicola 
and her response to the gospel. Also for my health with Lyme, this week I have come down 



with Shingles which adds to the challenges. Please also pray for our ministry and raising the 
$500 a month. 
 
In His service 
Chris and Melinda Miller  

 


