
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear brethren, 

 

As always time passes quickly as does Christmas and the New Year. We do hope it 

went well for you and your families over the festive season. 

We wanted to share with you a few things that have been happening in our part of the 

world. 

It was a thrill to see Nathan, 

our youngest so, graduate 

form the South Pacific 

Bible College with a 

diploma in Bible. The 

graduates are from NZ, 

Chile, Thailand, Korea, 

America, Switzerland.  He 

will continue with his 

studies and has been 

accepted into Otago 

University where he will 

work on his bachelor arts 

and theology. The same 

night there were 6 others 

who graduated and it has 

been wonderful that 

Melinda and I could have a 

small input into their lives. 

 

It has been an exciting few 
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months with 6 people responding to the gospel. Firstly Brandy Smith, her husband 

and two children moved here from the USA about 10 years ago.  Chris and Abby (our 

daughter and son in law) happened to be 

living in the house next door. Tanya, their 

11year daughter, started coming to church 

with Chris and Abby.  As Tanya got older 

and became active in the youth group, she 

saw the need to study so I studied with her 

and another teen girl and they were 

baptized about 4 years ago. The AIM 

students from Sunset church in Lubbock, 

Texas have had a lot of positive influence 

on Tanya over the years.  She is now going 

through the AIM program and will be part 

of a team going to Utah this year. Over the 

last year Tanya’s mother, Brandy has been 

coming to church, bringing her grandson along, and getting to know people. While 

Tanya has been in the USA, Brandy was baptized in early Dec. and has found her 

place in the church family here.  We are thankful for the way God uses people along 

the way to plant the seed in hearts.    As Isa 55:11 says “My word that goes out from 

my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire and 

achieve the purpose for which I sent it.”  



 Another baptism took place in early November was Kathy Reid.  She is the oldest 

daughter of one of our older couples who has been praying for all of their children to 

become Christians. Kathy who is 60 now has 

seen the lives of her parents and has always 

known her need to be right with God but has 

never acted on it. Recently she has had a real 

interest in the God and his word.  I was able to 

study with Kathy so she drove down 2 hours 

from Auckland and we studied. So on 

November 30th  Kathy decided to put the Lord 

on in baptism.  With a few 

members of the family we went 

down to the local hot pools as 

Kathy put on Christ in baptism. 

As you can imagine the parents 

were over the moon with 

excitement to see their 60 year 

old daughter baptized. Kathy 

lives and works in Auckland and 

is now attending the Morningside Church of Christ. 

 

As we 

mentioned in 

our previous 

newsletter 

about Awatupu 

and Joshua 

being baptized. It was a thrill to see at their 

baptism that Chanelle, a 12 year old girl who is 

related to Awatupu, express a desire to be 

baptized too. But I felt she needed to know more 



and suggested two of our ladies study with her. Well that happened and two weeks 

later Chanelle was baptized into Christ. This is the ripple effect and we know that 

there are others in the family that will respond because of this.   

 

Over this last year one of our Bible college students, Marcello Toro, prayed that he 

could reach one 

person on his soccer 

team. So he made it 

his goal to share his 

faith. God rewarded 

that faith and before 

long he became friends with one of the young men on the team named Brad. It was 

not too long before Brad started to attend and want to know more and was baptized. 

Brad is a keen young man and already is showing signs leadership and devotion.  

Please pray for these new Christians in their growth and walk with God. 

 

Over the last few months we have seen the group in Whakatane grow in more ways 

than one. Joseph one of the men who was baptized a few years ago opened his home 

up to us so we could have our services and fellowship in his house. These are all steps 

of growth for these individuals.   

 

Recently we had 15 of the 

teenagers over for the end 

of year pizza and desert 

night at our house. They 

had a devotional and 

played games together and 

table tennis. It was a good 

night to see the end of the 

year. There were 5 that 

came along as friends of 

some of the youth group so it is good to see the teens reaching out to friends outside 

the church. 

 



We have enjoyed our summer season, 

and had a nice Christmas with 

Nathan, and some of the people here 

that don’t have family nearby.  We 

look forward to having Aaron and 

Angelique come and stay for 2 weeks 

in Feb. Next week we will be about 7 

hours further north visiting my 

mother and older brother 

for a few days.  A new 

school year begins Jan. 28 

so our summer activities 

will come to an end and a 

new school year will begin 

and new opportunities and 

challenges for us for 2014.   

 

As always, we are grateful 

for your prayers, interest, and friendship.  We pray God will bless, guide and use you 

in rewarding and challenging ways in 2014.  

 

Blessings, 

Chris and Melinda Miller 

 

 


