
Ringing to Bring Joy 

by Terry Gaines 

Doing the most good.  That slogan appears above every Salvation Army 

red kettle on display throughout the Christmas season.  What began in 

1891 as a fund-raising effort to feed the hungry on the streets of San 

Francisco, the red kettle movement – through public contributions – now 

enables the Salvation Army to assist more than 4.5 million people from 

Thanksgiving through Christmas.  

                                                 * * * * * 

The sound of bells jingling by volunteer Salvation Army ringers, for me, 

signals the arrival of the Christmas season.  It takes me back to my 

childhood when my sisters and I would watch our father toss a donation 

in a red kettle each and every time he passed one.  And so as an adult, 

I’ve carried on my father’s tradition because of something he once  

casually shared with me:  “If it weren’t for the Salvation Army, there were 

years when I wouldn’t have gotten anything for Christmas.” 

 

He recalls the slightly used toys found under his tree on Christmas 

morning and how happy he and his sister were to have them.  For three 

or four years while he was in elementary school, my Dad’s mother, my 

grandmother, would go to the Salvation Army to pick out toys and clothes for them. 

While my father rarely spoke of his childhood experience with poverty, he showed his gratitude by loving God 

and serving his neighbors.  A few years ago, an article in Dad’s local newspaper piqued his interest – the  

Salvation Army had a shortage of bell ringers!    He called the local office to schedule a time when my family 

could come to his Atlanta suburb and ring the bells with him.  The red kettle bucket list adventure was set.   
 

When our official bell ringing day arrived, we donned red Santa hats and red Salvation Army aprons that said, 

“Doing the Most Good.”  Dad was the jolliest ringer I’d ever seen and no shopper entering that JC Penney 

store could resist him.  His shift was cut short because the kettle was too full!        

For the past 35 years, my father has sent a Christmas contribution to the Salvation Army so that children 

whose families are struggling will wake up to food on their table and surprises under their tree.  My children 

have chosen to honor their grandfather with a donation to the Center of Hope through SMPC’s Alternative Gift 

Market.  And I said “YES” when SMPC needed new leadership in the Salvation Army Center of Hope kitchen 

to coordinate cooking our monthly spaghetti dinner because of my Dad.  This Advent season as I have the 

opportunity to fill a stocking for a child, serve a hot spaghetti meal, or toss a stack of quarters into a red kettle, 

I will imagine my father as a boy and give thanks for the kindness of strangers who cared for him.  

Salvation Army bell ringers 

Terry Gaines and her father 

Maurice Hansford. 

If you would like to make a difference in the lives of the homeless women and children at the Salvation Army’s Center 
of Hope by serving breakfast or dinner in the New Year, log onto www.smpchome.org or contact SMPC Missions- 
Outreach Ministry Member Terry Gaines, terryg@carolina.rr.com, for more information.  To reserve your spot as a 
Salvation Army bell ringer, log onto www.registertoring.com.  Most kettles in the South Charlotte area are located at 
Harris Teeter stores.   



WORSHIP 
 

8:10 a.m., Chapel; 9:10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
 

The First Sunday of Advent, December 3 
Lighting of the Hope Candle 

Guest musicians at 9:10 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.: Dennis Spring, violin; Elizabeth Burns, cello 

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 10 
Lighting of the Peace Candle 

The Chancel Ringers will play at 9:10 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

The Third Sunday of Advent, December 17 

Lighting of the Love Candle 

Lessons and Carols: A Festival for All Ages 

10:30 a.m. (one service only) 

Our Chancel Choir, Youth Handbells & Children’s Choir* will lead this meaningful service. 

*All children ages 3-5th grade are invited to participate in Children’s Choir. 

Visit www.SMPChome.org/Home/Advent-2017 for details and a link to the song the children should practice. 

Make plans to stay after the service for Cookies & Cider with refreshments for everyone! 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24 

Christmas Eve 
 

Lighting of the Joy Candle 
 

10:30 a.m. - Intergenerational Worship Service 

5:00 p.m. -  Communion Service 
Music provided by the Chancel Choir and guest musician Julianna Leimer, harp. 

7:00 p.m. -  Candlelight Communion Service 
Music provided by the Chancel Choir, Youth Handbells and guest musician Julianna Leimer, harp. 

10:00 p.m. -  Candlelight Communion Service 
 Music provided by special soloists. 

 

Childcare provided for all services. 
 
 
 

Worship Schedule Notes 
Christmas Eve, Sunday, December 24: 10:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 

New Year’s Eve, Sunday, December 31: 10:30 a.m. (one service only) 
Sunday School will resume January 7. 

In addition to Sunday School classes and weekly studies, there are special opportunities for enrichment during Advent: 

Advent Devotional 
Our annual offering of daily devotions written by SMPC members and illustrated by our children. 

Available in the Narthex beginning 11/26. 

Odd Moon Over Ballantyne 

 A book by Dr. Matthew Brown featuring a collection of Advent sermons. 

Available on Amazon and in the church office. 

The Longest Night 
Tuesday, December 13 

7:00 p.m., Chapel 

This service is an offering of consolation and hope for many who move through the 

holidays with great difficulty due to divorce, grief, loss of employment or illness.  

All are encouraged to invite a friend to share in this tender service. 



 

The Village: Center of Hope & Holiday Gathering, Saturday, December 2, 6:30 p.m. 
Join The Village (generally those in their 30's and 40's) for great food and fellowship at VBGB Beer Hall & Garden,  

located in uptown Charlotte at 920 Hamilton Street. Secure your spot on MySMPC! 

If you’re interested in serving dinner beforehand at the Center of Hope, contact Curtis Guy, cguy29550@yahoo.com. 

You may also provide some of the items needed for the dinner; sign up on the church website, www.SMPChome.org.  

Questions? Contact Kara Guy, kara.g.guy@gmail.com. 
 

Boomers’ Christmas Gathering, Saturday, December 2, 7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 
All Baby Boomers (approximately; we don’t check IDs!) are invited to gather at the home of Gena and Dan DeChant for  

an informal evening of fun and fellowship!  Bring your favorite beverage and an appetizer or dessert to share.  

Register at MySMPC or contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@SMPChome.org. 

JOY Social Group, Holiday Celebration, Thursday, December 14, 10:30 a.m.  
Our seniors group, Just Older Youth, will enjoy holiday music from the Harmony Road Quartet, the “A cappella Fellas” 

whose song arrangements are rooted in barbershop harmony.  The “fellas” will perform holiday favorites as well as old 

standards. We will enjoy a catered lunch from Phil’s Deli following the concert. Lunch cost is $5, paid at the door.  

Reserve by noon, Monday, December 11 in the Narthex or by emailing Anita Schult at coachanita2001@yahoo.com. 

To carry on our tradition, please bring an unwrapped gift for the Salvation Army’s Center of Hope Women and Children’s 

Shelter ministry (toiletries, hats, gloves, socks, etc.) 

Youth: Sunday School Christmas Party, Sunday, December 10, 9:10 a.m. 
Students will meet in Mecklenburg Hall to help lead Mecklenburg Hall Time for the children. Then we will have a  

Christmas party together, including an Advent devotional and some Christmas games!  

Youth: Caroling at Legacy Heights & Christmas Cookies, Sunday, December 10, 4:40 p.m. 
Meet at Legacy Heights to sing carols to the residents while they have dinner!  Afterwards, we will return to SMPC for  

cocoa and cookies! 

CELEBRATE 

Alternative Gift Market: Begins December 3, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Please plan to browse the tables outside the Sanctuary, a one-stop shop for all of your Christmas needs that allows you to buy 

a goat for a Haitian family, a bucket of roofing nails to build a Habitat house locally, and donate your time and talent as well. 

Don't miss the Children's Market; it's the perfect place to introduce our little ones to the concept of giving back.   

Salvation Army Christmas Stockings 

Make Christmas magical for a child...fill a stocking! Available in the Narthex; please return by December 3. 

Angel Tree 

Supporting families of McAlpine and Smithfield Elementary Schools. Available in the Narthex; please return by December 17. 

Looking Ahead…Rise Against Hunger, Sunday, March 4, 2018 

Join the Missions-Outreach Ministry in packing 20,000 meals in just two hours.  Formerly Stop Hunger Now, this is a 

hands-on, fun event for the entire church family.  Watch for details at www.SMPChome.org! 

SHARE 

Preschool Christmas Program 

Monday, December 18 

Noon, Sanctuary 

Registration for Fall ‘18 opens in January. Visit www.smpcpreschool.org. 
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