
More Than a Photo Op 

If you regularly attend Christmas Eve services at South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church,  

chances are you have a family photo in front of our 14-foot tree that is adorned with delicate, 

hand-crafted Chrismon ornaments.  Facebook users can attest that on Christmas Day fellow 

SMPC friends appear on their screens smiling in front of our Chrismon tree. 

Beginning on the first Sunday in Advent, November 27, worshippers entering the Sanctuary 

Narthex will be welcomed by the sight of our Chrismon tree which now holds a collection of 

more than 300 handmade Chrismon symbols.  The word “Chrismon” is a combination of the 

words Christian + monogram.   

SMPC’s initial collection of 30 Chrismon symbols was crafted and gifted to us by Donna Brown’s 

mother, Dot Elliott.  Following the death of her husband of almost 45 years, Don Elliott, Dot 

searched for a creative and fulfilling hobby.  A friend from her church in Jamestown introduced 

Dot to Chrismons and SMPC is the beneficiary of her new passion. 

Crafting the intricate, beaded ornaments requires nimble fingers and a good eye, according to Donna.  About 15 

“Chrismon ladies” at SMPC have contributed to our collection.  “We have taken several trips to see a most gracious 

woman near Lexington, NC, who is an expert at making Chrismons.  She generously shares her patterns with us and 

when we need more beads or other supplies, Mom gladly makes the trek to see her on our behalf,” said Donna.  The 

simplest Chrismon designs can be completed in an hour; others can take a week.   

SMPC has a three-ring binder filled with 124 different ornament patterns and 

Kay Dano catalogs the number and type in our collection.  Donna’s favorite 

designs include those depicting love, joy, peace and hope.  More complicated 

symbols – such as parable balls and shields of the apostles – have images on 

the inside.   

“The first Advent season that our new Chrismon tree stood in the Narthex, 

I brought Mom to see it.  She was so thrilled by it that she brought a friend 

with her the next year.  Mom is just so happy for us,” said Donna.  As for her 

year-round work on the tree project, Donna says, “It is the best way I can 

think of to honor both of my parents.”   

Like so many others, the Brown family takes an annual photo with the  

Chrismon tree in the background.  “It is a way that our family has marked 

time, and because so many other families do the same, the Chrismon tree 

helps form a connection between us,” said Donna.   

Donna Brown with her mother, Dot Elliott. 



WORSHIP 
 

8:10 a.m., Chapel; 9:10 a.m. and 10:30 a.m., Sanctuary 
 

The First Sunday of Advent, November 27 
Lighting of the Hope Candle 

The Second Sunday of Advent, December 4 
Lighting of the Peace Candle 

Guest Musician at 9:10 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.: Javier Perez, oboe 

The Third Sunday of Advent, December 11 

Lighting of the Love Candle 

Our Youth Choir will sing at 9:10 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18 

Lighting of the Joy Candle 

10:30 a.m. (one service only) 

Lessons and Carols: A Festival for All Ages 

Our Chancel Choir, Youth Handbells & Children’s Choir* will lead this meaningful service. 

Make plans to stay after the service for Cookies & Cocoa with refreshments & activities for everyone! 

The Longest Night, Tuesday, December 13 

7:00 p.m., Chapel 

This service is an offering of consolation and hope for many who move through the holidays with great difficulty due to  

divorce, grief, loss of employment or illness. All are encouraged to invite a friend to share in this tender service. 

See back panel for Christmas Eve  & Christmas Day Services. 

This Advent season, in addition to our weekly lighting of the Advent wreath during worship,  

all are encouraged to observe this inspirational tradition at home. 

Don’t have an Advent Wreath?  Pick up an Advent Wreath Kit beginning Sunday, November 20.  

Each kit includes a foam ring, candles, holders, and instructions.  Get creative! A $5 donation 

is appreciated. 

Also, be sure to capture a photo of your wreath AND of your household lighting it.  Post them 

to our Instagram account using #southmeckpres. 

We will celebrate with a slideshow of the photos before worship on Christmas Day.   
 

You may also email your photos to Donna Rogers, donna.rogers@SMPChome.org. 

Pick up an Advent Wreath Kit & share your photos! 

STUDY 

In addition to Sunday School classes and weekly studies, there are special opportunities for enrichment during Advent: 

Advent Devotional 
Our annual offering of daily devotions written by SMPC members and illustrated by our children. 

Available at the Advent Brunch and in the Narthex beginning 11/20. 

Odd Moon Over Ballantyne 

 A new book by Dr. Matthew Brown featuring a collection of Advent sermons. 

Available on Amazon and in the church office. 

Advent Yoga 
Thursday Mornings, December 1, 8, and 15  

Narthex 
Are you looking for calm, quiet, and peace in the midst of stress, noise, and chaos? 

Take some time out to reconnect with God, take care of your body, and meditate on the women in the story of the birth of Jesus.  
Details coming soon! Questions? Contact Rebecca Guzman, Director of Spiritual Formation, rebecca@SMPChome.org. 



 

The Village Holiday Social, Saturday, December 3, 6:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.  
 This small group (mid-20s to mid-40s) will meet at the home of Andy and Kristen Conway for a Gingerbread House 

Showdown!  Bring an appetizer to share. 

Childcare will be available at the church. Please sign up for childcare when you RSVP by November 28 at MYSMPC. 
 

FaBs Christmas Gathering, Saturday, December 3, 7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 
All “Forty & Beyonds” are invited to gather at the home of Mary Katheryne & Michael Zagora.  Bring your favorite appetizers! 

Register at MySMPC or contact Mary Katheryne Zagora, mkzagora@SMPChome.org. 
 

Boomers’ Christmas Gathering, Saturday, December 3, 7:00 p.m.-9:30 p.m. 
All Baby Boomers are invited to gather at the home of Jane and Randy Royther.  Bring your favorite hearty appetizers;  

desserts will be provided. Register at MySMPC or contact Nancy Metzler, nancy@SMPChome.org. 
 

JOY Social Group (Ages 65+), Holiday Celebration, Thursday, December 8, 10:30 a.m.  
Enjoy holiday music from The Melody Makers of Matthews UMC.  Lunch cost is $5, paid at the door.  

Reserve by noon, Monday, December 5 in the Narthex or by emailing Anita Schult at coachanita2001@yahoo.com. 
 

Youth: Lockouts, Saturday, December 3 (High School), Friday, December 9 (Middle School) 

Come celebrate the season – you’ll find out what we’re doing, WHEN we do it. At the end of the night, we’ll shop to fill Salvation 

Army Stockings! Bring $10 cash for dinner and $10 cash for stocking shopping. 
 

Youth: Prayer Stations & White Elephant, Sunday, December 18 

We’ll let some amazing prayer stations guide us, and then, we will play a round of WHITE ELEPHANT. Each student should 

bring a gift of $5 or less, wrapped and ready to swap.  

CELEBRATE 

Alternative Gift Market: Begins December 4, 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
Please plan to browse the tables outside the Sanctuary, a one-stop shop for all of your Christmas needs that allows you to buy a 

goat for a Haitian family, a bucket of roofing nails to build a Habitat house locally, and donate your time and talent as well. Don't 

miss the Children's Market; it's the perfect place to introduce our little ones to the concept of giving back.   

Salvation Army Christmas Stockings: Now available in the Narthex. Please return by December 4. 
Make Christmas magical for a child...fill a stocking! 

Angel Tree: Available in the Narthex Sunday, November 20. Please return by December 18. 
Supporting families of McAlpine and Smithfield Elementary Schools. 

Looking Ahead…Stop Hunger Now, Sunday, January 29, 2017 

Join the Missions-Outreach Ministry in packing 20,000 meals in just two hours.  This is a hands-on fun event for the entire 

church family.  Watch for details at SMPChome.org in early January! 

SHARE 

Saturday, December 10, Mecklenburg Hall 

Doors Open at 5:30 p.m. -  Festivities Begin at 6:00 p.m. 

Enjoy dinner, music, and merriment in the setting of 16th century England, 

hosted by the King and Queen of the realm and the Lords and Ladies of 

our Chancel Choir! 

Tickets are $25/person and are on sale NOW at MySMPC! 

Ye Olde Madrigal Feaste 

mailto:coachanita2001@yahoo.com
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Christmas Eve Services 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 

 

3:00 p.m. - Children’s Service 

A family-oriented service; wiggles welcome! 
 

5:00 p.m. -  Communion Service 

Music provided by the Chancel Choir & special musicians. 
 

7:00 p.m. -  Candlelight Communion Service 

Music provided by the Chancel Choir & special musicians. 
 

10:00 p.m. -  Candlelight Communion Service 

 Music provided by special musicians. 
 

Childcare provided for all services. 
 

December 25  & January 1 - Worship at 10:30 a.m. (one service only) 

Preschool Christmas Program 

Tuesday, December 20 

Noon, Sanctuary 

Registration for Fall ‘17 opens in January.  Visit www.smpcpreschool.org. 


