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But Can He Play the Trombone? 

Reading from the Prophets:  Ezekiel 34:1-6; 11-16 

Reading from the Gospels:  John 10:1-10 

A couple of years ago, a simple Kansas farmer with a folding lawn 

chair and a trombone posted a YouTube video that went viral to the 

extent that the video showed up on national and international news 

outlets from Kansas City to New York to Dublin to our own Chris 

Wilcox’s Woody and Wilcox Show. The video shows this solitary farmer, 

Derek Klingenberg, quietly taking a seat in a lawn chair facing out to 

an empty field out in the wide open Kansas plain. He raises his 

trombone to his lips and begins to play.   

After a few bars a lone cow appears atop a distant rise in the field. 

As this cow walks directly toward Derek, he is followed by others slowly 

responding to the plaintive trombone solo serenade.  By the end of the 

video, there are upwards of a hundred head of prime beef crowded 

around the soloist, mooing in delight. Just think, if Gabriel’s big band 

had brought a trombone to Bethlehem, not only would the inn have 

been full, but the no vacancy sign would have been lit up outside the 

manger and the crowd of cattle wouldn’t be lowing … they be jammin’!   
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Not only did farmer Derek become a YouTube sensation with over 

10 million views, but he spawned a whole host of copycats filming 

themselves as they serenaded all God’s creatures great and small.  

Trumpeters, accordion players, violinists, oboists, and even a Dixieland 

jazz band were popping up in fields everywhere putting on their own 

version of a bovine bonaroo. Not to be outdone, there was a pianist and 

his upright piano out in a field somewhere in India soothing the souls of 

a herd of elephants with the sounds of Beethoven and a guy at an 

aquarium captivating a beluga whale with a bagpipe.  I say captivating, 

he could have easily been pleading for the guy to stop that racket. 

Everywhere, it seems, musicians were seeking to establish a fan 

base in the animal kingdom. It was a pleasant diversion to see the 

animals drawn to the sounds of music; maybe music actually does 

soothe, if not the savage beast, at least the heifer down on the farm. 

Yet, I’m not sure why we would be surprised to see a crowd of animals 

drawn to a common point of interest.  After all, put a tray of Vienna 

Sausages out at Costco, and you’ll see a crowd gather.  Maybe the only 

difference between us and the cows is that the cows have taste. 
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Lemmings to the sea; flies to an IHOP; ants to a picnic; 

Cheeseheads to Lambeau; preachers to a microphone; Elvis 

impersonators to Vegas; deadheads to a panel van; golf balls to a pond; 

Ballantynians to a restaurant opening; Sheldons to Comic-con; it is 

hard to deduce what it is that draws one out; what lures us to follow 

someone or adhere ourselves to some thing. Yet, whether it be it a pop 

star; a sports car; a diet craze; a business icon; a politician; a twitter 

feed; a self-help guru; a fashion trend; or a charismatic friend; our world 

is dominated by voices stopping at nothing to get you to follow, buy into, 

endorse, and declare your fealty.  What siren song is irresistible to you; 

that calls to you, lures you, entices you, beguiles you, cajoles you to the 

point that you follow that voice, not knowing where it will take you, yet 

trusting that voice enough to tag along? 

In Pat Conroy’s novel South of Broad, the mother of the main 

character, seems a bit too obsessed with the great Irish writer James 

Joyce to the point that she becomes a noted scholar on the subject and 

in homage to Joyce’s epic Ulysses, names her sons Bloom and Daedalus, 

and also celebrates Bloomsday on par with Christmas and Easter, 

which is significant since she is an ex-nun.  
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Undoubtedly, a number of you chose your career based on the 

influence of someone who captivated you to the point you wanted to be 

like him or her. This year marks the 100th anniversary of the birth of 

the legendary jazz singer Ella Fitzgerald, known as The First Lady of 

Song, and of whom the great Ira Gershwin said, "I never knew how 

good our songs were until I heard Ella Fitzgerald sing them."  Diane 

Reeves, one of the greatest voices in jazz today, grew up idolizing Ella 

Fitzgerald and when Reeves was a high school student in Denver, 

Colorado, she was allowed to occasionally sing in the local jazz club.  

One night Ella was the headline act at the club, and a star struck 

Reeves was overwhelmed by the privilege to meet and talk with her 

hero. Later in the evening, when Ella fell ill due to the altitude of the 

mile-high city and was going to be unable to perform her second set, the 

club owner told Reeves she would perform instead. How do you follow 

your hero? It’s Ella. You can imagine Reeves terror as she waited alone 

in Ella’s dressing room, but she noticed the lovely blue heels Ella had 

worn in her earlier performance, and like a kid sneaking a piece of 

candy, she literally stepped into Ella’s shoes and somehow knew 

everything would work out.  I think she still has the shoes.   
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Into whose shoes have you wanted to step? Who inspired you? 

Influenced your worldview? Altered the direction of your journey? 

Served as your mentor?  Most of us wouldn’t be able to name one 

person, one idea, one voice that shaped us. Rather, our lives tend to be 

swayed by voices numbering more than the songs on our iPods or the 

names in our twitterverse. Distracted is no longer a momentary 

affliction, it is our lifestyle. 

Who do you follow? In today’s attention-deficient-create-your-own-

playlist world, is that even a question you can begin to answer? For 

many, the answer seems to change several times a day, which is a 

condition the Apostle Paul saw as a threat to even the earliest of 

Christian communities.  Paul emphatically stated, “We must no longer 

be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of 

doctrine, by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. 

15 But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into 

him who is the head, into Christ.”  Tossed to and fro so easily, would we 

even recognize a path or person to follow if we came across it? 

By the time we arrive at the 10th chapter of John, we see a 

growing distinction between the way of Jesus and the ways of the world. 
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It isn’t until the 13th chapter that we begin to see Jesus teaching his 

disciples directly about the way, the path he is nurturing them to 

follow.  Prior to that the focus is on the tensions between Jesus and the 

religious establishment that is continually rejecting his authority and 

seeking to undermine his influence over the people. When, in chapter 9, 

the Pharisees interrogate a blind man to whom Jesus had given sight as 

if he was an accessory to a crime, Jesus decides it is time to call them 

out, hitting them where it hurts the most, using their own sacred texts 

to condemn them.   

The scriptures are rich in shepherd imagery. When Israel’s first 

king strayed from the favor of God, the prophet Samuel was sent to the 

house of Jesse to anoint one of his sons to be the next king.  When the 

initial introductions to Jesse’s sons failed to produce any clues as to who 

God was calling, Samuel asked Jesse if there could be anyone else he 

could meet, because as fine as Jesse’s sons presented themselves, it was 

clear that none of them had the it factor.  “Is that all you’ve got?” And 

Jesse says, "There remains yet the youngest, but he is [Ta Da!!!] 

keeping the sheep." And thus, David was anointed the shepherd king of 

Israel, who would go on to pen scriptures’ most comforting shepherd 
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song, “The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie 

down in green pastures; he leads me beside still waters; 3 he restores 

my soul. He leads me in right paths for his name's sake.” 

Thereafter, the Lord’s anointed king was to shepherd God’s people 

Israel, but that didn’t work out so well.  By the time the prophet Ezekiel 

appears, the ideal of the shepherd king had become tarnished as 

David’s heirs were more narcissists than shepherds.  A text that has a 

significant influence on John’s artful good shepherd narrative is Ezekiel 

34 — “Mortal, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel: prophesy, and 

say to them—to the shepherds: Thus says the Lord God: Ah, you 

shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not 

shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe yourselves with 

the wool, you slaughter the fatlings; but you do not feed the sheep. 4 

You have not strengthened the weak, you have not healed the sick, you 

have not bound up the injured, you have not brought back the strayed, 

you have not sought the lost, but with force and harshness you have 

ruled them.”  And what does Jesus say in a way the Pharisees could not 

mistake his meaning?  1 "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not 

enter the sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief 
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and a bandit … All who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the 

sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will 

be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief 

comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life, 

and have it abundantly. 11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 

lays down his life for the sheep.” 

Can’t you see the Pharisees looking at one another?  “Is he talking 

to me? ‘Cause I don’t know, but it sounds like he’s talking to me.”  Yes, 

Jesus is making a direct comparison between the religious and civil 

establishment of his age with the religious and civil establishment of 

Ezekiel’s age.  “No longer shall the shepherds feed themselves. I will 

rescue my sheep from their mouths, so that they may not be food for 

them. 11 For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, 

and will seek them out. 12 As shepherds seek out their flocks when they 

are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. … 16 I 

will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up 

the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the strong I 

will destroy. I will feed them with justice.” 
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Clearly with this in mind, Jesus tells the Pharisees, “2 The one 

who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper 

opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own 

sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 

own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 

know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 

him because they do not know the voice of strangers … 11 "I am the 

good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”   

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out … and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 

Amidst all of the voices currying your favor, can you discern the 

voice of the Good Shepherd who came so that you could know that 

abundant life isn’t about being at the cool kids table but about 

welcoming all to the table; that abundant life isn’t about Facebook feeds 

impersonating the good life but about a love that accepts you and others 

in spite of all your flaws; that abundant life isn’t about being right 

nearly as much as it is about being merciful and gracious, slow to anger 

and abounding in steadfast love; that abundant life is not nearly as 
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much about who you overtake as it is about who you stop to help; that 

abundant life is not location, location, location, but grace, grace, grace? 

Amidst all the voices competing for your attention, can you 

recognize the voice through which all other voices should be filtered?  

It’s not that complicated.  You need to follow Jesus through Galilee, 

listen to his teachings on the mountain, trust his presence in the storm, 

begin your day with the Beatitudes, sit beside Jesus at the Samaritan 

well, dine with him in the upper room, pray with him in Gethsemane, 

feel the compassion in his healing touch, watch him be a voice for the 

voiceless, observe his mercy to those who have been shown so little 

mercy, pay attention to the company he keeps, the people around whom 

he feels most comfortable. It’s all here recorded in the surround sound 

of the Gospels. Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are great tour guides. 

Paul puts together some mighty nice brochures. The Hebrew Scriptures 

present a magisterial Technicolor tableau, and you have a whole diverse 

band of the flawed faithful here to share the journey with you.  

He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out … and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. So may it be for you and 

me.  Amen.       


