


an you conceive that God finds joy in the gift of  your life; that the Giver smiles at 

the thought of  you? Mother Teresa observed that “a joyful heart is the normal 

result of  a heart burning with love. She gives most who gives with joy.”

at SMPC teaches that we gratefully acknowledge that 

all we have comes as a blessing from God, 

and that God calls us to joyfully respond by giving 

back of  our time, talents, and treasure.

Joyfully Responding

In part, this means that you are a product of  a heart aflame with charity. Yet, it is also a 

witness to the truth that our greatest joy is to be discovered not only in the reception of  

the gift, but maybe even more so in the offering of  it. Consider the joy of  parents upon 

seeing the infant, the life of  which they have participated in giving. Consider then, the joy 

of  participating with God and neighbor in the giving of  life to a community of  faith, and 

through that community giving the gift of  Christ’s love to the world.

I believe that all of  life is a gift from God, and this gift, in and of  itself, brings God joy. 

Our gratitude, if  it is to be reflective of  the gift, necessitates a deep, sustained, and even 

sacrificial commitment to the Giver. As the classic hymn puts it, “Love so amazing, so 

divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.” If  God’s self-giving results in joy, what may 

result from our self-giving?

Our gratitude to God finds specific expression in the church. As a 

body, and in all we do, we are a visible and active manifestation of  

our gratitude to the Creator and Redeemer of  all life. Therefore, the 

church necessitates a commitment that is deep, sustained, and 

sacrificial. We are the church, the body of  Christ, and so I ask you to 

prayerfully consider what a deep, sustained, and sacrificial gratitude 

looks like for you.

Grace and Peace,  

Matt    

C



Why does my pledge matter?

SMPC budgets each year for our 

ministries based on pledges received 

to the Operating Fund Campaign. 

SMPC does not benefit from 

endowment income – 100% of  the 

funding for our ministries is from 

contributions by our families. Our 

programming for 2019 is dependent 

on your response. 

With a Grateful Heart

How much should I pledge?

Ask God in prayer: How much am I 

being called to give? How am I being 

asked to respond to God’s call of  

discipleship? Giving is aspirational. 

Many who pledge start by giving a 

percentage of  their total income, 

which seems significant and 

responsible for the year, and then 

take on the spiritual discipline of  

increasing the percentage over time.

Operating Fund contributions fund the ministries of  SMPC

Budgeted Expenditures by Ministry 

All we do in this place and outside

our doors, from worshipping on 

Sunday mornings; to providing

classes, small groups, and bible

studies; to caring for those in need

here in our community and beyond,

is made possible by contributions to

to the Operating Fund. Budgeted

expenditures for 2019 total $1.1 

million.

Worship  
$353,487  

32.1%

Spiritual 
Formation  
$288,245  

26.2%

Pastoral 
Care  

$170,330  
15.5%

Outreach 
& Mission  
$147,749  

13.4%

Hospitality  
$141,107  

12.8%

Average 2018 pledge - $3,047

Pledges in 2018 - 300 households

Average 2019 pledge goal - $3,350

Pledges in 2019 goal - 325 households



SMPC is expecting a decrease in income 

for 2019 due to a very generous non-

recurring gift in 2018 that was 

instrumental in meeting our budget last 

year. Replacing this gift will take the 

generosity of  all of  us! Funding our 

Operating Budget will require an 

average pledge increase of  10%. Please 

consider how you can support SMPC:

● If  you have not pledged before, or 

recently, please pledge this year; any 

amount will be appreciated!

● If  you are able to increase your 

pledge, please prayerfully consider 

increasing your commitment to 

SMPC. 

South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church

What will your Joyful Response look like in 2019?

Joyfully Responding with a Grateful Heart

8601 Bryant Farms Road 

704-544-0404

Charlotte, NC  28277 

www.smpchome.org

On Sundays at SMPC, an average of  

500 people are on campus worshiping, 

learning, and serving. Did you know 

that our campus is also busy during the 

week? In addition to the church-

sponsored studies and meetings that 

take place here, SMPC also hosts:

• our fantastic preschool, with 114 

joyful students and 19 teachers;

• 13 scout troops, with 270 scouts on 

campus each week;

• a bridge group, with 100 players;

• softball games and practices; 

• two AA meetings and two AA 

STEP meetings, with over 200 

participants;

• the Charlotte Symphony, for two 

concerts a year;

• voting, zoning meetings, HOA 

meetings, and several community 

interest groups. 

We are proud of  our campus and are 

happy to be a good neighbor!

  5 pledges $20,000 and above

$10,000 - $19,999

$7,500 - $9,999

$5,000 - $7,499

$3,000 - $4,999

$2,000 - $2,999

under $2,000  138 pledges

Summary 2018 pledges

  7 pledges

  8 pledges

  35 pledges

  40 pledges

  67 pledges


