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We will publish the next edition of

The Southland Vine on Mar. 29, 2017.
We’re setting this day aside to
serve in our community. We
will have an abbreviated
ENCOUNTER service at 9am
on this day and then leave to
LIVE OUT service!! See the
information on page 20 for
more details.

Upcoming
Leadership
Meetings
Thursday, March 2 @ 6pm …
for elders and staff.
Thursday, March 16 @ 6pm …
for elders.

“Church Family MATTERS”
As a reminder, this newer page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the church as FAMILY theme front
and center over the course of this ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017). We introduced
the theme at FLOURISH in August 2016 and have been emphasizing it ever since. This section provides a
place where we can highlight how we’re trying to emphasize the “family” theme and how it can become a
more practical reality that we LIVE OUT in our life together as a church.

A review of SCC’s annual
“Kids’ Olympiad” (February 12)
This 2017 version of the “Kids’ Olympiad” was once again a huge
success! As they always do, the kids had a blast having fun together.
Of course, what made it even better was the way those across the
ages participated in the night - it was truly a time of great
fellowship for all ages in the SCC FAMLIY!

A note of thanks from Jon to those who volunteered:
Thanks to the coaches who loved on the kids and didn’t mind getting goofy
and laughing at themselves. Thanks to the youth and our SouthlandKIDS
ministry team for their willingness to serve wherever needed. Thanks to
those who helped with the set-up before and the clean-up after. Thanks
to Deb and Ken for preparing the awesome nacho bar. And finally, thanks
to all the parents who made it a priority to have their kiddos participate!
I can’t wait for next year!

Upcoming ways we’re emphasizing this “church FAMILY” theme:
As we’ve highlighted elsewhere, we are trying something new with
the 9am time slot in March: “Cross Connect … Generational
Conversations about Faith.” Even a teen-age daughter of an SCC
staff member (you might be able to guess who) is excited about the
idea! Families are multi-generational, often spanning 4, if not 5, generations. We’re excited about this
opportunity to experience the value of church FAMILY through intentional conversations about faith as
our high school students through Empty Nesters come together to CONNECT with one another!
Also, part of what families can do is SERVE together. That’s what Sunday, April 2 is about as we will form
teams and go LIVE OUT service in our community. In addition to the ways that we hope this blesses others
around us (that’s the primary reason why we’re doing it), we also hope this provides a great sense of
together-ness throughout the church FAMILY as we’re all focusing on reaching out. Of course, having the
chance to serve beside someone else is always a great way to grow together. Please be a part of the
FAMILY as we serve on this day!
On Sunday, April 9, we will have a church FAMILY breakfast at 9am - come join us for a time of FAMILY
fellowship as we share a meal together!
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General Reminders & Information ...
We want to extend a “welcome to the family” to our newest
Southland members: Ron and Jennifer Carlson with their
daughter Schelbi, son Jackson and niece Hannah Penland.

“Cross CONNECT” in March
These groups will be meeting at 9am
on Sundays (see page 15). Unlike
what CONNECT Groups typically are
(mainly the same demographic), these
will be cross-generational. Even if
you’ve not been a part of one of our
groups, this is a great opportunity for
anyone to get involved. If you’re not
already signed-up, feel free to choose
any of the 4 available locations.

Our next “CULTIVATE” session begins March
22 (check out page 16 for more details; more
specifics will follow later). Join us as we grow
DEEPER ROOTS for FAITHFUL LIVING.

Congratulations to Jeffrey Stewart (son of Jeff & Caroline) on his recent
completion of his auto mechanic training at NASCAR Training Institute in
Mooresville, North Carolina. The graduation ceremony was in early February.
Jeffrey will remain in that area to continue working in that field.

Miscellaneous Dates and Events:
For PARENTS of grade school kids and younger (down to age 2) — on Friday,
March 3 from 6-9pm, the middle school youth will host a “Parents’ Night Out” at
SCC. Bring your kids and go enjoy a night out! This will be another fundraiser for
the “BELIEVE” Conference; donations will be accepted for the evening.
“Daylight Saving Time” begins Sunday, March 12. Yes, it’s the first of two
annual weekends that mess with kids’ schedules - yay!! Please make sure
you SPRING FORWARD by setting your clocks ahead that Saturday night (of
course, your smart phone should do it automatically) or you’ll be late!
For those wanting to VOLUNTEER to serve as part of this year’s VBS team — on Sunday, March
19, there will be a lunch meeting after service (see the next page for some basic info about
the VBS dates, theme, etc.). If you are willing to help out during VBS, please be there!
Sunday, April 2 will be Southland’s first ever “LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
Make sure you check out page 20 for more specific information about
that day including (a) how you can sign-up to be a part of a service team
during March and (b) how you can order a T-shirt for the day.

Please make sure you note that on this 1 specific Sunday (APRIL 2 only!)
we will have an abbreviated ENCOUNTER service at 9am before leaving to
serve in the community.
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Miscellaneous Dates and Events (cont.):
Sunday, April 9 at 9am — between the “LIVE OUT: Service Day” on 4/2
and the re-launch of regular CONNECT Groups on 4/23, we will use
this Sunday 4/9 to come together for a church FAMILY breakfast - a
real kind of breakfast - at 9am. Please join us for this time of good
food and fellowship.
7pm on Friday, April 14 at Countryside Christian Church (on Hwy. 14 between Nixa and
Ozark) — we will join their congregation for our annual combined “Good Friday Service.” It’s
a great opportunity on this important weekend to gather for a special time of worship.
Sunday, April 16 (Resurrection Sunday) — we will have 2 identical ENCOUNTER services at 9
and 10:30am. Sunday School classes for kids/youth and CONNECT Groups will not meet.
During both time slots, we will offer our normal kids’ programming (nursery up through age
2 + KidENCOUNTER groups for ages 3 through 5th grade).
Registration for Maranatha Bible Camp will take place during April - forms will be due 4/30.
It’s not too early to be thinking about the annual youth yard sale, a
fundraiser for the high school youth group’s annual trip to the
MOVE conference. This year, it will be Friday, May 19 and Saturday,
May 20. Les is ready for donations! You can either bring them by
the church or contact him to make other arrangements.
Mark your calendars for VBS 2017 —
This year’s VBS will be Monday, July 24 through
Thursday, July 27 (6-8pm each evening). Please get the dates on your
calendar and join us as we go through the preparation process. As always,
it’s going to be a great time!

FINANCIAL UPDATE … January 2017
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
INCOME …
Regular tithe for January = $38,307 00 (5 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $7,661 40

The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $193,894 00 - an average of $8,813 36 weekly.
Projecting that average over 12 months, the estimated total for this ministry year is
approximately $458,300; our budget at the beginning of this fiscal year was $490,000 (requires an
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are not projected to hit our target as of now. Leadership
continues to both monitor this reality and make any necessary adjustments along the way.
Love Offerings for December = $731 91
We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a newly launched podcast for listening to content from
sermons, Cultivate sessions, etc. Also, don't forget that you can also get updates and
information by joining our Facebook group (talk to Jon to make this happen).
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What MATTers to me …
“God is dead.” That was the oft-repeated declaration made by the German philosopher Friedrich Nietzsche.
Long-story short, as he lived in the latter half of the 1800’s, Nietzsche was influenced by the thoughts of
Charles Darwin. Through his ideas of natural selection, Darwin provided much in the way of philosophical
raw materials necessary to entirely reject belief in God. Already, many Deists (including a few founding
fathers of our country) had rejected any ongoing involvement from God in the world He had made. They
believed that God, like a watchmaker, made the world and then stepped back to let it all operate according
to the natural laws built into the system. Armed with Darwin’s ideas, Nietzsche - along with many others
both past and present affirming the ideas of secular naturalism - came to such a conclusion that God was
no longer needed at all. It’s what led to the bold and frequent proclamation: “God is dead.”
Due to our sermon series in January and February, I have been reflecting quite a bit on this basic question:
why do we believe in God? It’s not always a question that we can respond to with a nice-and-neat packaged
answer. More often than not, it’s more of a combination of many factors: “because I have found His Word
to be true” or “because of what I’ve experienced in Jesus, and He affirms that God is the living God” or
“because I don’t have enough faith to believe it all ’just happened.’” Without a doubt, some of the classic
arguments for the existence of God have everything to do with CREATION.
One idea (called the “cosmological” argument) says there must be an “uncaused first cause.” In
other words, somewhere along the line, there has to be Someone who is not caused by something
else, but simply exists. It’s like a long train - you keep seeing cars pulled by other cars pulled by
other cars. You know that somewhere in the line, there is an engine that’s not being pulled, but in
and of itself is creating what is necessary to produce all the other motion = an “uncaused first cause.”
For those who believe in God, He is that “CAUSE,” the One who eternally exists, the One who is
responsible for bringing everything else into existence.
Another idea is called the “teleological” argument (it’s from a Greek noun that we might translate
as goal or purpose). It looks at the presence of order and design in the midst of the world - we can
see it as a reality with both living things (thanks Dr. Josh Smith!!) and the physical world, even the
universe as a whole. Just like we would in any other realm of life, the presence of such intentionality
points to the reality of a Designer. For sure, it doesn’t somehow PROVE the existence of God as we
know Him. And yet, it certainly speaks boldly as evidence that no, God is very real.
Indeed, both of these arguments from creation itself are going to bear witness to God’s role as CREATOR
as part of the basis for our belief in Him. It’s what His Word even says the created world should do: declare
the glory of its Maker (see Psalm 19:1ff and Romans 1:20). Maybe for you in the midst of this series, you
have found yourself drawn back to such realities as confirmation - I know it’s served as such for me.
Surrounded by a world around us committed to secular naturalism, it can be easy to be worn-down by
thoughts that it’s somehow “ridiculous” to believe in a supernatural God. And yet, the truest testimony of
science in its purest of forms would say quite the opposite: what better conclusion could we possibly make
from the world around us than to see it point to a Maker, the One we call our God and Father?!
I am grateful that even when we use our intellect and reason to consider what is true, the TRUTH of God is
bolstered, not undermined. As the Newsboys’ song would put it: “God’s NOT dead; He’s surely alive!”
In the midst of that conviction, may its implications become more of a reality in our lives. It’s an awful
thing for those who are created by God to reject the existence of their Creator. And yet, could we not say
that it’s even more awful to believe in our Creator, but to live as if He doesn’t exist? This is the premise of
Craig Groeschel’s poignant book titled The Christian Atheist: Believing in God, but Living as if He Doesn’t
Exist. May our conviction that God is real and alive be more than just an idea we intellectually affirm as
true; may it be the practical foundation upon which we live the life for which He’s designed us!
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A brand new KIDencounter series
begins March 5th
The story of God’s love and redemption fills the Bible. It’s
also full of some strange occurrences and odd events ...
but even these point us to the truth of a loving God!

In this series we’ll learn about talking donkeys, some
crazy, unbelievable plagues in Egypt, finding money in the
mouth of a fish and so much more! Weird, right? Exactly.

2017 Southland Vacation Bible School … July 24-27
VBS may still seem far off, but it’ll be here quicker than you
think! It’s once again for kids age 4 through 5th grade (of
course, younger children of workers are welcome too). Please
make sure you have the dates on your calendars.

As mentioned earlier in “The Vine,” we invite ALL volunteers
(including teens!) to an important informational meeting on
Sunday, March 19 after our Encounter service. Lunch and
childcare will be provided for those who RSVP. Please contact
Jon if you’re interested in volunteering (417-773-6838 or
jon@gosouthland.org).

Hey parents! Looking for a night away to relax, reconnect, or hang out
with some friends? Well, you are in luck! The middle school youth are
hosting this night just for you (well, of course, also to raise funds for
their “Believe” conference). Entertainment and food will be provided.
All donations will support their annual trip. Sign-up by the nursery.

A reminder about Maranatha’s Spring Junior Bash ...
We are not taking a church-sponsored group to the Spring Junior Bash; but, we do want to provide
information about it (http://maranathabiblecamp.org/junior-bash/17-spring-junior-bash). There are
two Friday-Saturday options: March 31-April 1 and April 7-8. If you would like to attend with your
child (3rd through 5th grades) we certainly encourage you to do that even though we’re not attending
as a group. Here is a link to a registration form (click the link to open it up electronically) you can
print, fill out and send directly to MBC - one will be required for both you and your child(ren).
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6:30pm Wednesdays (during CULTIVATE) … March 22 - April 26.
CULTIVATE Kids presents “SNACK SHACK” Part 2!
As the adults are diving deep into God’s Word during the next Cultivate
session, the kiddos (age 4 – 5th grade) will continue with Snack Shack.
They’ll keep having a blast playing games, making crafts, worshipping to
kid-friendly music and chowing down on some tasty snacks. Of course,
all the while they’ll be exploring how God’s Word is the most wonderful,
healthy and delicious snack of all! Come join us (or stay with us!) as we
continue looking at several different “snacks” that God’s Word has to
offer in this fun-filled series!

The 2017 camp season at
Maranatha will be here soon!
Summer 2017 Theme:
All registrations will be due Sunday,

April 30. Registration materials will be
available later this Spring.
For now mark the following dates and
sessions down on your calendar.

Camp Session (grades)

Dates

Days of the week

Beginner Camp (K-1st grade)

June 10

Saturday

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th grade)

June 15-17

Thursday - Saturday

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 11-14

Sunday - Wednesday

7th & 8th Grade Camp

June 18-23

Sunday - Friday

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!

Our next nursing home service at Quail Creek will be
on Sunday, March 19 at 1:15. This is a great opportunity
for the whole family to get together to sing, have fun and be a
blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you to come and join
us. You can just show-up at Quail Creek then.
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Les’ latest
Raising money for missions is easy as pie!
It’s no secret in Group Huddle, that our annual “Presidential
Coin Challenge” brings a huge boost to our missions giving
every spring semester. The last few years, we’ve offered a
friendly competition of raising money between the ladies
and gents. The guys won four years in a row! It just hasn’t
been much of a competition. So this year, we decided to
switch things up a bit. We asked the question “How would
you like to throw a pudding pie in someone’s face?” As you
might imagine, the response was a resounding “yes!”

Six people were nominated to receive a face-full of pie, ranging from students to adult sponsors, including a
really good sport, Matt Martin. Students have the opportunity to bring money (it started 2/19 and they’ll have
another chance on 2/26) and place it in their preferred jar - each one representing one of our nominees. The
total raised per each jar will determine who receives the pie.
Each year, the “Presidential Coin Challenge” encourages our youth to bring massive amounts of nickels, dimes
and quarters. This is all good fun. Of course, our real focus is on supporting the work of our mission partners in
North Africa. We look forward to seeing how this “easy as pie” effort contributes to their work!

Group huddle news
Sunday Evening Group Huddle
This is a weekly time of fellowship, worship and small group studies designed for
middle school/high school students. Everyone begins the night all together, including a
simple meal. After that, the groups are divided for their own age-focused content.
Group Huddle CONTENT:
Middle school students have begun this semester by looking at the way science
helps point us to God as our Creator.
High school students will be taking a look at some of the “sticky questions” that
come up about God’s Word, faith and Jesus - they are serious questions and we
have answers. Join in an exploration of God’s Truth (curriculum comes from the
Sticky Faith ministry).
Please remember to pay for this semester of meals if you haven’t already - it is
$20/student. It certainly helps with the cost!
Group Huddle will meet as normal (6-8pm at SCC) February 26 and March 19 & 26.
There are a couple upcoming Sunday nights where things will be different:
Sunday, March 5 … Winter Jam Tour 2017 at JQH Arena - see the information on
the next page. This will be in lieu of normal Group Huddle.
Sunday, March 12 (the Sunday leading into Spring Break) … no activities planned.
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Group huddle news (cont.)
Winter Jam Tour 2017
Sunday, March 5 @ JQH Arena
$10 tickets at the door
Doors open @ 5pm,
Show starts @ 6pm
We will not be having normal Group
Huddle since Winter Jam is on a Sunday
evening this year! You can attend on
your own or even with your family. We
will also be taking a group from
Southland as well. If you’d like to travel
with the church youth group, meet at the church @ 3pm. Just remember that this concert
runs well into the night, so plan accordingly for the weather, money you might need for
meals/snacks as well as what it all means for our estimated return time at the end of the
evening.

Specifically for MIDDLE SCHOOL ...
Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1

at the Kansas City Convention Center
(we will be staying at a nearby hotel)
Believe is an annual CIY event especially designed for middle school students. This
conference provides intentional worship and challenging teaching while encouraging
middle school students to grow in their walk with Christ.
Students today often use the word “blessed” in conversations. Some even post on social
media using #Blessed. In many of these circumstances they are correct, but the
perspective they have is off. Often times what we think we own is really on loan, and
when students use #Blessed it’s almost always associated with getting something great
for themselves. This year’s theme “OPEN” will truly define what it means to be generous,
because we are blessed by God. The character of God goes against our natural
tendencies - to hold on to things God gives us for ourselves instead of holding them
loosely with open hands to give to others. By exploring 2 Corinthians 9, students at
BELIEVE will learn how God is calling them to be open and generous.
The total cost is $80, which includes housing and registration. A $25 pre-registration is
due Sunday, February 26. The remaining balance will be due Sunday, March 26 (that
amount will be communicated after the fundraiser totals are known).
We’re asking those students attending “Believe” to come and help at the “Parents Night
Out,” Friday, March 3 from 6-9pm. Youth and sponsors will provide activities throughout
the night for children ages two through fifth grade. Donations will be collected and will
be added to the funds raised through the CULTIVATE meal on February 1 to help reduce
the cost of the conference.
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for MIDDLE SCHOOL (cont.) …
The Middle School session of camp for next year’s 7th and 8th grade
students will be Sunday, June 18 through Friday, June 23 (students
entering high school this Fall go to the MOVE conference). Those
going into 6th grade will remain in the younger session as the camp
designs it. Registration for the camp season will take place in April.

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH …
Yes, it’s only February, but we are
already communicating details of
the highly anticipated summer
conference known as MOVE.
MOVE is about high school
students - hundreds of them, in
fact - engaging with God’s Word,
sharing in Christian community
and learning about living out their
faith in Christ. Of course, students
not only study and worship together, they also spend quality time with their youth
groups. The week typically features a nationally-recognized worship band and inspiring
nightly speakers. MOVE is more than just another conference or camp; it’s an
experience! The conference is an all-inclusive event with meals, lodging, recreational
activities and an amazing program all provided in the cost.
This year, our high school students will be attend the MOVE conference on the University
of Central Missouri campus in Warrensburg, Missouri. Because that’s closer than
Nebraska, instead of leaving on Sunday, the group will depart on Monday, July 17 and
will return Saturday, July 22. The conference is open to all incoming freshmen through
graduating seniors.
The cost of this year’s conference is $304 which includes everything except for meals
while traveling as well as 1 meal during the week (plus whatever spending money might
be desired). To secure a student’s registration spot, a $50 pre-registration cost needs to

be submitted by Sunday, March 19 (that does go to the overall total).

Also, be sure add the dates of our annual youth yard sale to your
calendars - this year, it will be Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May
20. This fund raising event helps off-set the cost of the
conference for those who work the sale in some capacity.
As a reminder, donations are being collected for the yard sale.
Items can be brought by the church or Les can make other
arrangements if that is helpful.
REMINDER: during the month of March, the high
school students will be participating in the “Cross
Connect” groups with the rest of the Southland
family (not those who are younger). Normal high
school Sunday School will resume in April.
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southlandwomen
On one of our warm and beautiful February Saturdays, I had the opportunity to take a long walk around a “point”
that juts out into Table Rock Lake. It’s an area that, for years, has been one of my favorite places to explore and sit.
The point is not back in one of the protected coves, but extends out into the main channel of one of the widest
parts of the lake.
That positioning means the rocks and ledges are exposed to the full force of the waves from wind and boats. It also
has made this particular spot a science lab of geological diversity. You can walk on the shelf rocks and see at work
the process that has made the Ozarks terrain what we see today. The water and waves work on the rocks that are
“water-soluble” (limestone and sandstone), creating ledges and shelves that eventually crack away from the main
shelf and drop away because they have been undercut by the motion of the waves. It is fascinating to study one of
these shelf rocks and see that, while it appears to be strong, it is full of cracks and hollows that will eventually prove
fatal to its stability. A quick look 10-feet below the shelves confirms that this is an ongoing process. In fact, the
shoreline is littered with rock rubble created as these rocks have dissolved, cracked and crumbled away from the
enormous shelf that goes deep into the hill rising above the shoreline. The point is a place to observe God’s
handiwork up close and marvel at the processes He has put in place. Ultimately, this one tiny spot within His vast
creation can lead me to marvel at His majesty and sovereignty. He is a Creator beyond anything our human minds
can even begin to grasp!
But the walk also led me to think in another direction as well. I began to reflect on the subject we are studying on
Tuesday mornings in Bible Study, namely the false teaching and apostasy. Wrong beliefs seem to easily creep into
the church and undermine the strength of its testimony as “water-soluble” believers (those who say they are
Christians but who have not devoted themselves to the TRUTH of God’s Word), crack and break away. Apostasy
due to false teaching has been eating away at the church since the 1 st century when groups like the Judaizers and
the Gnostics expounded their dangerous brands of teaching. There have been times in the history of the Church
where it seemed like those following and affirming the truth were outnumbered by those who held to some form of
false teaching. At times, it was because many simply did not know the truth. Still other times, people were flat-out
unwilling to seek it out, instead choosing to believe what “tickled their ears” or supported what made sense to their
human reason.
In many ways, we actually live in such a time right now. We live in a time where the appearance of Christianity is
more important than any real dedication to TRUTH. Indeed, the waves of false teaching (e.g. the “Word Gospel,”
ideas like “name it, claim it” or health and wellness prosperity gospels, etc.) are promoted many times even under
the guise of “Christian doctrine” that is so subtle in its deception that even grounded Christians often fail to
immediately catch the deception that can easily lead to apostasy - rock rubble that has broken off from shelf.
Which leads me back to the shoreline of Table Rock Lake. There is an area on this point that has changed very little
since I first walked around it in the late 1980’s. The rocks there are exposed to the elements and waves, but they
are made of different minerals than the water-soluble rocks. Their surfaces show evidence of the attacks of the
waves and wind – smooth and shiny, rounded, not jagged. Rather than falling away, it almost seems as if these
rocks have resolutely hunkered down against the elements. The color of these rocks is even different – standing out
in stark contrast to the more porous rocks surrounding them. Obviously, these rocks are subject to the same
pressures that the others are, but their fundamental make-up is different. Their core character has allowed them to
steadfastly resist the forces that have overwhelmed the limestone and sandstone shelves. It is a very visual object
lesson of how followers of Jesus are to be in the midst of the onslaught of the false teaching which threaten to eat
away at the Church’s doctrinal foundation.
And since the Church is made up of people, it is vitally important that each of us take seriously the responsibility of
holding fast to God’s Truth. It is so very important that we are like that area of rock that has hunkered down against
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the elements of deception and that we each use discernment when listening to, reading or watching any teaching.
We are to move past the milk of the easier questions of faith and dive into the meat of testing the teaching and
spirits of our time. It is not an easy assignment, yet it is one that cannot be ignored if the Church of our time is going
to carry out our mission to “know Christ and make Him known” to a world that desperately needs Him.
So here is my challenge: The next time you are tempted to pick up a book (Christian or otherwise) that is as much
self-help as Scriptural ... the next time you are tempted to turn on a well-known television preacher rather than pick
up your Bible for yourself ... the next time you are tempted to turn on a Christian radio station because the music
gives you that warm fuzzy feeling – consider instead what you have done recently to actually grow in your own
knowledge and understanding of Scripture. While other voices can have value, what have you done to ensure that
you will not be like the “water-soluble” rock that is eaten away? This is not a flippant challenge because of
something else you will notice as you walk along the shoreline of the lake: those rocks that piled in the rubble were,
at one point, held securely to the larger rocks above them – they were attached to the larger shelf’s foundation that
runs deep into the hill. Christ is our Rock and if we are to stay securely attached to Him, we must hunker down
against the elements of our age that eat away at the foundations of our faith – even God’s Truth.

Ladies’ bible study:
The next session of Ladies’ Bible Study will begin Tuesday, March 28 (the content will be announced at a
later date). As with this session that is ending in early March, Bible Study will continue to start at 10am
each week instead of 9:30. Also, there will NOT be childcare available for this next session either.
Contact Deb with any questions.

motherhood.inspired
This is a time designed for moms with kids of
any age in the home to come join us as share,
grow and breathe.
The next meeting will be Tuesday, March 21 from
6:30-8pm. The cost is $5.

M.S.A. Mornings

(Moms Set Apart)

Thursdays - March 2 & 16 (9:30-11:30am)
Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting - it is collected
to help with expenses even beyond childcare.

Contact Debbie Jennings … msamornings@gosouthland.org

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 through high
school as well as their moms/grandmothers.
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The next BTG
meeting (after the
2/25 retreat) will be
Friday, March 24
from 6 - 8:30pm.
Dinner is provided.

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

The SCC Olympiad by Jon Carmichael
Earlier in February, we had our annual Kids’ Olympiad. For those of you who aren’t familiar with this
event, it’s a series of 8 or 9 games in which the kids compete in teams of 6 or 7. We try to make this event
as close to the real Olympics as possible for the kids and, short of hiring Bob Costas plus maybe a few
other differences, I think we do quite well. We have team uniforms representing various nations of the
world, national flags from over 25 countries, a fun atmosphere with lively music and bright lights, and, of
course, one of the best cheering sections in international sports!
As I was contemplating what to share this issue of “The Vine,” I couldn’t help but think about how this
annual event is much like the church, or at least how the church should be. Let me explain it this way:
1) We too are on a team. Coming together as a community to accomplish the tasks set before us is
at the very heart of the church. Our weekly ENCOUNTER is certainly a time for this, but we see in
Acts 2 that the church was intended to come together much more than simply for a brief period of
time each week. Think about it: how well would the Chiefs do if they only prepared for their games
for one hour a week?
2) We have the same goal. Like with athletes competing in the Olympic games, the kids’ goal at the
Olympiad is one thing: to get the gold medal (well, a sticker, anyway). However, they had several
different tasks, obstacles, strengths and weaknesses they had to work through in order to attain
that goal. The church is very similar. We all have different gifts, strengths and weaknesses, but we
all have the same goal of glorifying the Father by spreading the great news of the gospel, no matter
the cost! In Acts 20:24, Paul shares this about the goal: “my only aim is to finish the race and
complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me - the task of testifying to the good news of God’s
grace.”
3) We have the greatest cheering section of all! Hebrews 12:1 says, “Therefore, since we are
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin
that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” Indeed, we
go about our lives of faith in Christ spurred on by the witness of the great heroes of faith.

With all this said, I’m also reminded of how Jesus tells us that our faith should reflect that of the faith of a
child (Matthew 18:2), and, if you witnessed the heart that these kids put into this event, you’d understand
what I mean. Not only the heart, but also the joy expressed
in participating. If we approached our mission with half the
heart and half the joy of these kids, the Kingdom of God
would explode in our community and around the world! If
we adopted this attitude of joy, endurance and
determination, we too, at the end of our life, may be able
to say as Paul said, “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith” (2 Timothy 4:7).
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WHY WE DO WHAT WE DO . . .
Occasionally, it’s good for us to take the time to provide the basis for why we do what we do during our weekly
ENCOUNTER time. Let’s focus specifically on the Lord’s Supper. Obviously, for us at Southland, this is a high
priority, making it a key focus each and every week when we gather together. Why?
The night before Jesus’ death, He gathered together with His disciples for the Passover feast. It was a night of
remembering God’s great deliverance of His people from their slavery in Egypt. And yet, on this particular
night, Jesus infused this ancient meal of remembrance with incredible new significance. It was now about a
new act of salvation through His own sacrificial death, a new covenant established through His body and blood
symbolized by the bread and the fruit of the vine. Eating and drinking of these basic elements became an act of
remembering Him (see Luke 22:14-20 & 1 Corinthians 11:23ff). Of course, it wasn’t just remembering the
events surrounding His death, but like with the Passover feast itself, the incredible significance represented by
Jesus’ sacrifice. Not surprisingly, according to Jesus’ own emphasis, this meal of remembrance became an
integral part of the early gatherings of His followers, the church (e.g. see Acts 2:42 & 20:7).
Like them, as we still gather together today as followers of Jesus, we eat the bread and drink from the cup to
remember Him. It’s a way of keeping Jesus at the center of our identity – calling to mind our status as God’s
new covenant people, His children redeemed through Jesus, the Passover Lamb sacrificed on our behalf. Even
more, it’s a way of reflecting on His amazing grace by which we are saved. Some may object to the frequency:
every week, doesn’t it become too routine? We would respond simply with this: what better event to regularly
remember than what our Lord and Savior did for us?! Nothing has more significance for our lives now and into
eternity than Jesus’ death and resurrection! When it comes to the Lord’s Supper, that’s why we do what we do
… as His people, we make sure we stop to focus our hearts on remembering Him, each and every week!

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
On Sunday, February 26, we will wrap-up our first main series for 2017 we’ve been calling it “CREATED: Because in the
beginning, GOD …” You can check out all the messages online through our SCC podcast or website (see below). The last sermon
in this series will focus on the implications of being “CREATED” for our meaning and purpose in life - we’re created for His glory!
After that, for the weeks leading up to Easter (March 5 - April 9), we will be
in a series we’re going to call “FIXER UPPER: The renovation of our hearts
to be like His.” As followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit is at work within us,
shaping and molding us to be more like Christ. During this series, we will be
looking at different scenes from Jesus’ life in the Gospels. Our focus will be
considering His heart that is on display through these stories. Even more, we
will be striving to discover how our hearts can be transformed to be more like
His. Just as a home is re-modeled - even a “fixer upper,” so too we are
being renovated from the inside-out to be like Jesus!

How to listen to content you may have missed ...
On whatever device you might have, use whatever “Podcast” app you want and search for
“Southland Christian Church - Sermon Podcast” (look for our logo). You can even choose to
“subscribe” to the podcast so you will be automatically notified when something has been added.
Should you need any help, let us know and we’ll be glad to help make that happen.
Just a note:

ALL the same content can also be accessed directly through the website as well (go to the
“Online Sermons” tab and then “Launch Sermon player”).
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CONNECT Ministries
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

CONNECT GROUPS in March
We are so excited about the month of March and
“Cross Connect.” In the past, our CONNECT
Groups have met weekly, generally based on being
with others in the same basic demographic. With
only one service, we’re excited about this opportunity to mix that up (for March only) by creating this
context designed for cross-generational connections. It’s about striving to intentionally connect across
generational lines. It’s why we’re even bringing our high school students into these groups. Of course,
beyond just making those connections, this is also about an opportunity to learn from and encourage one
another. That’s why we’re using this sub-title: “Generational Conversations about Faith.”
Each week during March, the 4 newly formed cross-generational groups will be focusing on a basic theme.
We do want this to be a time of good dialogue as we reflect together on a life of faith in Christ. Here are
the basic themes we will be considering:
March 5

Spiritual GROWTH as a JOURNEY - including spiritual disciplines and other priorities
are instrumental to growth in Christ.

March 12

ENDURANCE in the midst of the spiritual battle - how we can overcome temptations/
struggles, and, when necessary, how we can recover from those times when we fall.

March 19

The value of church FAMILY and strong RELATIONSHIPS with other followers of
Jesus along our journey of faith.

March 26

Faithfully LIVING OUT our faith in a challenging culture while also engaging culture in
a loving manner with grace and truth for Christ.

During February, groups have been splitting into sub-groups (we have tried to communicate who will be
meeting where in March - we will have the same information available in the foyer in March). We’re looking
forward to this great opportunity to grow in our connections across the church family.

NOTE: If you’re not a part of a group, March would certainly still be a great time to join us!

CONNECT GROUPS beyond March
March will obviously be a variation from our normal groups. Likewise, the first 3 Sundays in April will be
different than normal. (see pages 3-4 for all the specifics about the 9am time slot on April, 2, 9 and 16).
We will then resume our regular CONNECT Groups with a 5-week session that will run from April 23 (the
Sunday after Resurrection Sunday) through May 21. Plans for the 9am time slot on Memorial Day weekend
through the Summer will be announced later.
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G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since September 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE.” Though each one is somewhat unique in its format, they all have the same basic
purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

A big “THANK YOU” to those who have led our 3 classes during this session: Jay and Kim Tyler in the
Love and Respect class, Pat Little in the “James” class and Josh Smith in the “Revealing God:
Designer of Life” class.

We will be sharing information about this upcoming session in early March: content, full plans for
kids/youth, etc. This info will be available in print (flyers at the CULTIVATE table in the foyer) and
electronically (a link will be sent out via e-mail).
Cultivate MEALS, including how to RSVP: as always, we will serve a meal from 5:30 to a little after 6
each week during these sessions. The cost for each meal is $3/person with a max of $10/family.
Starting in March, you will be able to RSVP at the table in the foyer, in your CONNECT Group or
quickly and easily here: http://www.gosouthland.org/form.php?pageID=75).
We will continue to have ministry programming for our young people on Wednesday nights:
We will have childcare in the nursery for those up through age 3.
Kids age 4 through 5th grade have been having a great time on Wednesday nights
in “Snack Shack.” They will continue participating in this format into the next
session. It’s an opportunity for worship, learning, crafts and a whole lot of fun.
See page 7 for more details.
We will announce specific plans for our middle school and high school students for this
upcoming session.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY
As mentioned earlier in this edition of “The Vine,” we are beginning the process of preparing
for our 2017 VBS. If you are willing to volunteer in any way, please join us for a lunch meeting on
Sunday, March 19 after service.
At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can
serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing
areas of service where the SCC family needs help. If you’re looking for a specific way to get
involved, we encourage you to take a look at one of these and find the right place for you.
THANK YOU to Jack and Betty Hein for volunteering to serve
by helping to prepare communion.
THANK YOU to all of those who volunteered to serve with our young people during the 9am
time slot in March - see the schedule below for all those who are helping in this way.
March 5

March 12

March 19

March 26

2’s and 3’s

Mike & Sheila S.

Jerry & Brenda D.

Ron & Jennifer C.

Josh & Jenelle S.

Pre-K

Rori C. & Kendall W.

Linsey D. & Allison R.

A.J. & Terra G.

Ernie & Charlotte E.

K-1st grade

Sonya S.

Pat & Debbie L.

Pam S. & Welona S.

Ceci D. & Juanita M.

2nd-3rd grade

Jeff & Caroline S.

Sara E. & Katy K.

Tony & Cindy G.

Pat B. & Kristi C.

4th-5th grade

Billy C. & Darrell D.

Bryant E. & Sean F.

Ben & Debbie J.

Andy & Donna L.

Middle School

Lisa D.

Matt M.

Amelia L.

Les L.
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SERVING SCHEDULE – March 2017
Greeters
3/5/17
3/12/17
3/19/17
3/26/17

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

|——— Warren and Carolyn B. ——–|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)

The Branch (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)
Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)

The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Steve and LeeAnn M.

|————– Bob and Liz W. ————–|

Jerry & Brenda D. (10:15-10:40)

Ken and Deb N.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Sonya Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Jack and Betty Hein

3/26/17

3/5/17 - 8:50-10:20am
3/5/17 - 10:20-dismissal
3/12/17 - 8:50-10:20am
3/12/17 - 10:20-dismissal
3/19/17 - 8:50-10:20am
3/19/17 - 10:20-dismissal
3/26/17 - 8:50-10:20am
3/26/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Ben and Debbie J.

|————– Bill and Pam F. ————–|

3/5/17
3/19/17

A.J. and Terra G.

|————– Jay and Kim T. ————–|

Communion Preparation
3/12/17

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Jill Sims
Jill Cobb
Carissa Virtue
Debbie Gray
Linda Jones
Amanda Butler
Amanda Miller
Amanda Miller

Jill Sims and Cheryl McAnally
The Cobb family
Lacey York and Carissa Virtue
Debbie/Kayla Gray and Jenelle/Kira Smith
Stacy Gambill and Linda Jones
Amanda Butler and Cody & Richelle Graves
Amanda/Megan Miller
Kris & Natalie Wuerch and Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

3/5/17

Sara E. - Shelby R. - Lizzie K. - Ezri S.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.

3/12/17

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W. - Jeremiah S.

Les. L. - Rori C. - Kendall W.

3/19/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Alexis S. - Macy S.

Andy & Donna L. - Matt & Amber N.

3/26/17

Brad & Marsha F. - Megan M. - Kira S.

Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme
verse of Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware
of events that are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to
participate in every single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/
where/when to participate. We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom
work as you LIVE OUT your faith.

At this time every year, the Salvation Army finds itself in desperate need of non-perishable
food items to feed over 150 mouths each day. Southland is here to help. The G6:10 Ministry is
sponsoring a food drive starting March 5 and running
through the month. Items will be collected in the alcove
(north end of the auditorium). Please bring canned foods,
cereals, boxed dinners, etc. - any non-perishable items.

For anyone who would like to help deliver these items … a G6:10 Ministry
group will be taking the food items and delivering them to the Salvation
Army at 1pm on April 4. You are welcome to join us for that.
Thank you for living out your faith in this way!
For many years now, Southland has partnered with the ministry of Maranatha Bible Camp near
Everton, MO. The main component of that is the annual Summer camp sessions (plus other
occasional times). Many SCC families have been blessed through Maranatha. We are certainly
grateful for the opportunity to participate in their work and to benefit from that work each year.
It’s why we want to make you aware of a new effort they are
undertaking. They’re calling it “Make It Better,” it’s a vision of
3 main projects to enhance the camp’s ministry: a lake, a
covered pavilion and a dedicated worship center with a
basement. We have some informational brochures available in
the alcove about these projects. Of course, if you are viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click on this link:
http://maranathabiblecamp.org/home/make-it-better. We invite you to become aware of what’s happening at
Maranatha and consider if God is leading you to help support their work by giving to these projects.
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We are excited about Sunday, April 2 and this day when we are
intentionally focusing church-wide on SERVICE.

“LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
On April 2, we will meet at 9am for our time of ENCOUNTER
worship (please note this time change for this one Sunday only!) .
We will be dismissing around 10:20 to go and participate in
various service projects in the community. Make sure you get the
date marked on the calendar. During the month of March, we will
have a display about the day in the front corner of the auditorium.
It will be our way of communicating the various projects that will
be happening on 4/2 and giving you a place to sign-up to be on a
specific team of your choosing.

T-SHIRTS for this SERVICE day
We have designed shirts for this day - it’s a
great way to communicate who we are as we’re
actively serving in the community. The cost for
each shirt will be $8 which will be due when you
pick up your shirt(s). They should be available
by 3/26. You can sign-up to order a shirt either
in your CONNECT Group through the end of
February or at the display at the front of the
auditorium on March 5. Orders for t-shirts must
be placed by Sunday, March 5.

We pray that God will use this day of practical service to help us be a blessing to our
community around us as we LIVE OUT our faith in Christ!
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates, when available, in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through
our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.

20

