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We will publish the next edition of
The Southland Vine on Feb. 22, 2017.
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Wednesday, Feb. 1 (5:30-6:15pm) … a FUNDRAISER
MEAL for our middle school youth. See page 4.

Thursday, February 2 @ 6 PM …
for elders and staff.

“Church Family MATTERS”
As a reminder, this newer page of “The Vine” is here to help us keep the church as FAMILY theme front
and center over the course of this ministry year (September 2016 through August 2017). We introduced
the theme at FLOURISH in August 2016 and have been emphasizing it ever since. This section provides a
place where we can highlight how we’re trying to emphasize the “family” theme and how it can become a
more practical reality that we LIVE OUT in our life together as a church.
January 2017 has brought a new season at Southland. We
have packaged it under this heading of “REGROUP for
GROWTH: One Family. One Service. Same Purpose.” All of our
CONNECT Groups are now meeting at 9am (as are Sunday
School classes for kids/youth). Then, we are all coming
together for our ENCOUNTER worship at 10:30am.
There are several aspects of this change that have been
particularly valuable. Consider these two: (1) There is an
excitement and energy from a room that is fuller. God’s
presence doesn’t need a crowd to show-up, but there’s
something in us as people that responds well to such an
atmosphere. (2) More importantly, we are reminded that the church is truly an inter-generational family.
Each week, we’re not only in the same building with those across the age spectrum, we’re in same room
participating together as family. Of course, even beyond that, we have gained some flexibility as well as
we’re now able to try some different things (see below!). All in all, we are grateful for the sense of UNITY
that the Holy Spirit is bringing about. How fitting as we strive to emphasize this FAMILY theme! Thank you
for your patience as we work out any logistical challenges. May God continue to bless us as we strive to
faithfully follow Him together!

Other ways to emphasize this sense of FAMILY at Southland:
Our annual Southland “Kids’ Olympiad”
Sunday, February 12 from 6-8pm.
This event centers around our kids, but it’s an opportunity for all of us to be involved as a FAMILY.
We will come together for the fun portion of the evening with games in the auditorium and we’ll also
share a meal from the “International Café of Flavor.” Just as any family takes the time to simply be
together, enjoying one another, this will be a great night of church FAMILY FELLOWSHIP.
Thank you to those who have volunteered to “coach” the different countries!

With our new Sunday morning schedule comes some flexibility to
try some new things within our priorities at SCC. One of the ways
we are trying to do that is by cultivating a sense of FAMILY across
the ages through what we’re doing in the month of March at 9am:
“CROSS CONNECT … Generational Conversations about Faith.” Instead of our typical set-up with groups
arranged demographically, we will have high school students through Empty Nesters CONNECTING with
one another in these groups. See page for more details about this exciting opportunity!
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General Reminders & Information ...
Congratulations to Leigh

Doty

who was immersed into Christ on Saturday, January 7!

“THANK YOU” Notes

We’re calling Sunday, April 2 “LIVE OUT: Service Day.” It will be a day of the SCC family making
an intentional priority of going out and serving in the community. There will be several teams
formed for that day, each working on a different project. During the month of February, team
leaders we will be working out all the details. Once we get to March, we will have a full listing
of all the specific service opportunities where you can sign-up to volunteer on the team/
project that seems best for you. For now, mark the date down as we look forward to this day of
service. Please note: on this day, our ENCOUNTER service on Sunday, April 2 will be at 9am!
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Several Miscellaneous Items:
For PARENTS of 2-3 year-olds … Please make sure you check out the announcement towards
the bottom of page 7 for details about a change during the 10:30 service (repeated from
earlier in the month).
For EVERYBODY — Wednesday, February 1 ... the middle school
youth will be serving our regular CULTIVATE meal as a fundraiser
for their annual trip to the “BELIEVE” conference. Instead of collecting the normal cost for a
Wednesday evening meal ($3/person or $10/family), donations will be accepted and
appreciated. The projected cost for the trip is about $80/student. All proceeds will go to help
reduce that cost for those who are attending. Even if you’re not typically here, please try to
come and support them! Middle school families: see page 10 for more details.
For ANYBODY who is interested – Ozark Christian College’s annual
“Preaching and Teaching Convention” will be held February 20-22 (OCC
is one of the ministry partners we support). This year’s theme is “A
Jesus People.” Check out their website for more information about this
event: http://occ.edu/events/pt (we have a flyer in the office as well).
For PARENTS of grade school kids and younger (down to age 2) — on Friday,
March 3 from 6-9pm, the youth will host a “Parents’ Night Out” here at SCC.
Bring your kids and go enjoy a night out! This will be another fundraiser for the
“BELIEVE” Conference; donations will be accepted for the evening.
For girls age 8 through high school and their mothers/grand-mothers … the
Box Top Girls annual retreat day will be Saturday, February 25 from 9am-4pm.
It’s a great day of fun and learning (see page 12).
For EVERYONE — it’s not too early to be thinking about the annual youth yard sale - it will be
Friday, May 19 and Saturday, May 20. Be looking for more information about donations, etc.
Also, make sure and mark your calendars for VBS 2017 —
… evenings of July 24-27 (Monday through Thursday).

IN THE EVENT OF INCLEMENT WEATHER ...
It’s that time of year again when wintry weather is a possibility.
Unfortunately, there are times when we have to either cancel or adjust our
regular schedule because of the inclement weather. These changes will be
made as soon as reasonably possible (we try to have a decision made at
least 2 hours prior to start time) and communicated in these main ways:
 On the front page of our website: www.gosouthland.org.
 Via an e-mail we send out to our "Vine distribution list.”
 We also make an attempt to call those who may not have such “electronic access.” Please do let
the office know if you wish to be contacted in this way when weather requires a schedule change.
We encourage you to check in these places for an official word from SCC if you’re wondering about our
plans on a particular day. Of course, if you are in doubt at all about conditions or if circumstances make
your travel unsafe, we certainly encourage you to use appropriate discretion regardless of our decision.
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2 GIVING-RELATED REMINDERS
RE: GIVING RECEIPTS for 2016

… your giving receipt should have already arrived through the mail. If
you’re expecting one and it hasn’t come by the end of January, please make sure to let us know. Also, because this is the
first year of a new tracking method, please double-check the receipt against your own records to make sure it’s right. If you
discover a discrepancy, let the office know and we will work to get it corrected.
As a reminder, we only do this tracking because we are supposed to provide such giving receipts for tax
purposes. In other words, it’s for your benefit, nothing we do for our own purposes.
Thank you for your faithful participation in this privilege of giving!!

RE: GIVING ENVELOPES

… we do have giving envelopes available if you
prefer to use them. It is the only real way for us to make sure any cash giving is properly
attributed. They are available as singles at the Welcome Center or in bundles in the outer office
area. NOTE: any giving done by check is automatically attributed with or without an envelope.

FINANCIAL UPDATE … December 2016 (repeated)
We want to provide this basic info to keep you aware of what's happening. Keep in mind, this is a snapshot of
one month. Please feel free to direct any questions you might have to the office staff or the elders.
We had a fantastic tithe the final Sunday of 2016 due to a very generous year-end gift. It has brought our
numbers for this fiscal year (September 2016 through August 2017) into much better shape. Thank you for
your faithful and generous participation in this grace of giving here at Southland!
INCOME …
Regular tithe for December = $48,219 00 (4 Sundays)

Average weekly tithe = $12,054 25

The fiscal year-to-date total (Sept. 2016 - August 2017) is $155,587 00 - an average of $9,152 18 weekly.
This projects to approximately $475,900; our estimated budget is $490,000 (that requires an
average of $9,420/week). Obviously, we are closer to that target due to the December tithe though
not all the way there. We will continue to monitor this and adjust our budget if and as necessary.
Love Offerings for December = $520

PRAYER

To share any prayer requests with the Southland church family, you can send an
e-mail to us at prayer@gosouthland.org or contact Debbie Nelson.

We encourage you to take advantage of Southland's online presence: our website
(www.gosouthland.org) + a newly launched podcast for listening to content from
sermons, Cultivate sessions, etc. Also, don't forget that you can also get updates and
information by joining our Facebook group (talk to Jon to make this happen).
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Current KIDencounter Series:
Everyone has a problem with their attitude
sometimes. In fact, it’s easy for our attitudes to
get the best of us, especially as kids. But it’s
important to know and understand that God gives us
the ability to have control over our attitudes if we
just set our minds on the things of God! Philippians
4:8 says, “Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever

is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is
admirable—if anything is excellent or
praiseworthy—think about such things.” That’s what
this series is about. Each week we’ll discuss a
different “bad attitude” we may have (represented
by a dragon) and how we, with God’s help, can “train”
our attitudes to reflect Christ.

KIDS’ Olympiad (a church FAMILY event!) – February 12 | 6-8pm
We encourage the whole church FAMILY to come enjoy a night of games as we cheer on our kids
(Kindergarten through 5th grade). They will compete in a variety of featured events including Ernie’s
Luge, the Olympic Bounce, the 2-person Bobsled and many more. Children will participate on teams of
their choosing, representing countries from around the world. At the conclusion of the games, there will
be a delicious dinner from the “International Café of Flavor.” Nursery and child care will be provided for
younger children. It’s a great evening of fun for all! 2016 Kids’ Olympiad Sunday, February 12th from 68pm. Sign-up sheets are located in the hallway outside the Southeast corner of the auditorium!
What’s different this year? Instead of our Group Huddle students coaching and leading in all the
games, we’ve asked our whole church family to volunteer and have a blast leading these kiddos in some
awesome games!

A Quick Reminder about a change with our little kids on Sunday mornings ...
Starting in January with our move to one service at 10:30, we have consolidated our ministry
programming for our kids up through 5th grade. Now, kids up through 2 year-olds are in the nursery
(they will still be with Kristie in the 2’s-3’s class during the 9am time slot). The rest of the kids (ages 3
through K) are together for “Lil’ KidENCOUNTER.”
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6:30pm Wednesdays (during CULTIVATE) … January 18 - March 1.
As the adults are diving deep into God’s Word during this Cultivate
season, the kiddos (age 4 – 5th grade) will be having a blast playing games,
making crafts, worshipping to kid-friendly music and chowing down on
some tasty snacks, all the while exploring how God’s Word is the most
wonderful, healthy and delicious snack of all! The questions are WHY do
we need to “snack” on God’s Word and HOW do we do it? Come join us as
we look at several different “snacks” that God’s Word has to offer in
this fun-filled series!

The 2017 camp season at
Maranatha will be here soon!
Summer 2017 Theme:
All registrations will be due Sunday,
April 30. Registration materials will

be available later this Spring.
For now mark the following dates
and sessions down on your calendar.

Camp Session (grades)

Dates

Days of the week

Beginner Camp (K-1st grade)

June 10

Saturday

Kids’ Camp (2nd-4th grade)

June 15-17

Thursday - Saturday

5th & 6th Grade Camp

June 11-14

Sunday - Wednesday

7th & 8th Grade Camp

June 18-23

Sunday - Friday

Remember: it’s the grade a student will be entering next school year!

Our next nursing home service at Quail Creek will be
on Sunday, February 19 at 1:15pm. This is a great
opportunity for the whole family to get together to sing, have fun and
be a blessing to our community neighbors. We invite you to come and
join us. You can just show-up at Quail Creek then.
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Les’ latest
Call me crazy, but I’m Pro-Lock-In!
Once Christmas break is over, I begin my annual
tradition of texting youth, sending last-minute
emails, adjusting numbers and wondering why I
ever agreed to plan another lock-in. Every year that
passes, my youthful stay-up-all-night spirit seems
nowhere to be found. When the evening finally
comes, our students pour through the front doors of the church. It seems as if EVERY one of our teens has
arrived, each bringing one or two friends. The building swarms with noise and I remember why our lock-in
is an annual tradition.

Some students walk in with the awe that they not only have permission to stay up all night, but that it is
encouraged. Some walk in with memories of last year’s all-night event still fresh in their minds. Then there
are others who walk in because this is their first time entering a church, and they are curious to know how
a diverse group gets along and why adults care to get to know them.
The church building is transformed into a holy house of play. Every nook and cranny is filled to the brim
with joy, friendship, excitement and community. The night begins with free time, then friendships and
new acquaintances are made as youth shuffle in an out of a fleet of vans. Throughout the night they form
teams for bowling, assist one another at the skating rink and hurl tiny red balls at each other in the dodge
ball arena. In the final hours, students grow weary after sharing deep conversations and bold laughter. A
few middle school students can’t stop running through the building shrieking and playing games,
indecipherable to anyone else. A game of “keep away” crops up and youth and adults become
competitive and silly all at once.
Lock-ins are hard work. They require long hours of preparation and the clean-up is endless. And yet, they
are a great opportunity we have to fling open the doors, welcoming friends in to witness the Body of
Christ that is our youth group. I often see it in the eyes of the friends as the night goes on – who is this
group? What is this bond they share? How I wish I had a group like this in my life!
Lock-ins become an invitation to live out our life together and welcome others to “come and see.” It is our
hope that each visitor might find not only a fun event at church but ultimately a sense of belonging as one
who is known and called beloved by the Body of Christ. And yes, if you’d like to help with next year’s lockin, I’m taking names .

Group huddle news (MS & HS)
Super Bowl Party @ the Londeen’s
Sunday, February 5th - Kickoff @ 5:30pm
4803 N. Kensington Dr. Ozark, MO
It doesn’t matter if you tune into the Super Bowl for the hysterical
commercials or the big game, you can catch all the action on the big
screen at the Londeen’s. Delicious finger foods and drinks will be
provided. Feel free to bring your favorite snack.
If you need a ride, a van will depart from the church at 4:45pm.
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Group huddle news (cont.)
Sunday Evening Group Huddle
This is a weekly time of fellowship, worship and small group studies designed for
middle school/high school students. Everyone begins the night all together, including a
simple meal. After that, the groups are divided for their own age-focused content.
Group Huddle CONTENT:
Middle school students have begun this semester by looking at the way science
helps point us to God as our Creator.
High school students will be taking a look at some of the “sticky questions” that
come up about God’s Word, faith and Jesus - they are serious questions and we
have answers. Join in an exploration of God’s Truth (curriculum comes from the
Sticky Faith ministry).
Please remember to pay for this new semester of meals - $20/student.
It certainly helps with the cost!
Group Huddle will meet as normal (6-8pm at SCC) January 29 + February 19 and 26.
There are a few upcoming Sunday nights where things will be different:
Sunday, February 5 … Super Bowl party at the Londeen’s house - see the
announcement on the previous page.
Sunday, February 12 … Group Huddle will be participating in the 2017 SCC Kids’
Olympiad by helping to run the games.
Sunday, March 5 … Winter Jam Tour 2017 at JQH Arena - see the information
below. This will be in lieu of normal Group Huddle.
Sunday, March 12 (the Sunday leading into Spring Break) … no activities planned.

Winter Jam Tour 2017
Sunday, March 5 @ JQH Arena
$10 tickets at the door
Doors open @ 5pm,
Show starts @ 6pm
The Winter Jam Tour is an annual tour
of Christian artists. As always, the
2017 edition boasts an incredible lineup of well-known radio favorites like
David Crowder, Tenth Avenue North,
Thousand Foot Crutch and many more.
We will not be having normal Group Huddle since it is on a Sunday evening this year! You
can attend on your own or even with your family. We will also be taking a group from
Southland as well. If you’d like to travel with the church youth group, meet at the church
@ 3pm. Just remember this concert runs well into the night, so plan accordingly for the
weather, money you might need for meals/snacks as well as what it all means for our
estimated return time at the end of the evening.
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Specifically for MIDDLE SCHOOL ...
Friday, March 31 and Saturday, April 1
at the Kansas City Convention Center
(we will be staying at a nearby hotel)
Believe is an annual CIY event especially designed for middle school students. This conference
provides intentional worship and challenging teaching while encouraging middle school students
to grow in their walk with Christ.
Students today often use the word “blessed” in conversations. Some even post on social media
using #Blessed. In many of these circumstances they are correct, but the perspective they have
is off. Often times what we think we own is really on loan, and when students use #Blessed it’s
almost always associated with getting something great for themselves. This year’s theme “OPEN”
will truly define what it means to be generous, because we are blessed by God. The character of
God goes against our natural tendencies - to hold on to things God gives us for ourselves instead
of holding them loosely with open hands to give to others. By exploring 2 Corinthians 9, students
at BELIEVE will learn how God is calling them to be open and generous.
The total cost for BELIEVE is $80, which includes housing and registration. A $25 pre-registration
is due Sunday, February 26. The remaining balance will be due Sunday, March 26.
We are offering our young people a couple of opportunities to raise funds to help reduce that cost
down from $80. Each fundraising activity is simply on a donation basis:
1.

Dinner fundraiser: Wednesday, February 1 from 5:30-6:15pm
Instead of our regular Wednesday evening CULTIVATE meal, the middle school
students who are attending BELIEVE (with the help of parents too) will be involved
in serving dinner for that evening as a fundraiser. Donations will be collected to help
with the cost of the conference.

2.

Parents Night Out: Friday, March 3 from 6-9pm
Youth and sponsors will provide activities through the night for children ages two
through fifth grade. Donations will be collected.

Specifically for SENIOR HIGH …
Senior High MOVE Conference
University of Central Missouri
Warrensburg, MO July 17-22
MOVE is a 5-day event for incoming freshmen through graduating seniors. This full week
incorporates worship, speakers and intentional studies in God’s Word. Please turn-in a $50 preregistration fee to reserve a spot for this summer. Space is limited.
As always, we will also host our annual youth yard sale to help raise funds for this trip and
reduce the overall cost. This year, the yard sale will take place Friday 19 & Saturday, May 20. Of
course, there will be much more communicated as the date gets closer.
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southlandwomen
In his book No Place for Truth, author David F. Wells writes these words:
“In an absent-minded way, America still believes quite a lot, and what it believes is still quite
traditional. Despite the earlier prophecies that as the culture became more secularized, religion
would vanish, polls now show substantial belief is still intact. An overwhelming majority, 98
percent, believes in God’s existence; 73% believe in life after death; 86% have full or substantial
confidence in the veracity of the Bible because of its inspiration … and, with respect to
‘commitment to Christ,’ the figure at the high end is 60% of men and 72% of women among
those over the age of fifty. The question, of course, is what all of this means, for while all of the
elements of a traditional Christian faith are apparently surviving, American life is nevertheless
being redefined by modernity in such a way that the United States is no longer evidently a
Christian country, no matter how loosely the word Christian is used.”
The truth is, the American church has become so secularized that its ability to influence the world is
becoming more and more marginalized. It has, so to speak, shot itself in the foot as it has developed a
reputation for seeking “relevance” over standing by the firm and unchanging truth of Scripture. Sadly,
even among “Christians,” the truth is often fluid – depending on the speaker and/or the audience. When
it comes to key foundations of faith, doctrinal discernment is ridiculed as being judgmental among many
popular preachers and followers of the “emerging church” movement. What is frightening is the reality
that many who attend church regularly are so immature that they do not know the Word well enough to
even discern when someone is twisting Scripture. Basically, the criteria for truth has become “Does that
make sense to me?” or “Does that make me feel good?” The “church” is full of false teachers and
profiteers who are being used by the enemy to degrade the Gospel and draw people away from the
freedom found in Biblical integrity.
Indeed, many Christians have been deceived by the push to eliminate truth and have succumbed to the
truth-less, inclusive thinking of our day. Many are becoming “double-minded” when it comes to what is
found in God’s Word. The mantra of the day seems to be “Did God really say…?” This is something that
should concern all of us as followers of Christ. And, we should not only be concerned, but informed and
knowledgeable about the importance of truth. We should be alarmed at the prevalence of heretical
teaching and doctrine floating about on our televisions and in our
bookstores. That is why, always with an eye toward Scripture, we will be
learning in Ladies’ Bible Study all the ways truth is under attack in our
culture. We will consider such thing as:


The pitfalls of postmodern thinking (of course, even defining
what that even is in the first place)



Why the Emerging Church is inherently flawed



The importance of truth and certainty in a postmodern society



How to identify and address the errors and false teachings in our
churches

Granted, this will be a different sort of Bible study than we are used to, but I
cannot think of one that is more “relevant” to our lives and times.
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Ladies’ bible study:
The next session will begin Tuesday, January 31. For this session, there are a couple of key changes to
mention: (1) Bible Study will start at 10am each week instead of 9:30 and (2) there will NOT be childcare
available for this session. Contact Deb with any questions. See the previous page for info about the
content.

motherhood.inspired
A time designed for moms with kids
of any age in the home to share, grow
and breathe.
Each meeting will include a focus on “life
hacks” applicable for moms. Of course, part of
that emphasis will also include practical
wisdom from God’s Word designed especially to
equip moms for living out their faith.

The next meeting will be Tuesday, February 21
from 6:30-8pm. Cost is $5.

M.S.A. Mornings

(Moms Set Apart)

Thursdays - February 2 and 16
(9:30-11:30am)
Childcare is provided. Cost is $5/meeting - it is
collected from each woman to help with expenses even
beyond childcare.

Contact Debbie Jennings … msamornings@gosouthland.org

Box Top Girls
BTG is a ministry for young ladies age 8 - high school as
well as their moms and/or grandmothers.
Exciting plans are in the works for the BTG retreat on
Saturday, February 25 (9am-4pm). It will be a
memorable day of fun and learning. Invite a friend, and
come be a part of all that will happen at the Box Top
Corners Mall!
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Because of the BTG
retreat, there will
be no other meeting
in February.

Weekly ENCOUNTER
... a time to gather in God's presence together.

“A New Song for a New Year”

(by Jon Carmichael)

We are officially finished with week 2 of our ENCOUNTER sermon series called “CREATED: Because in the
beginning, God …” On Sunday, January 22, Matt spoke about how God made us in His own image and how
that amazing truth gives each of us intrinsic value and a divine purpose. I don’t know about you, but to me
that is exciting! And also, to be honest, a little intimidating. God created me with a particular direction and
purpose in mind. A little overwhelming, right? The good news is I’m not expected to carry out this divine
purpose God has intrinsically placed within me completely alone. Because in the beginning, God didn’t only
create man, but, in the form of a woman, created this concept of family or, for the purposes of this article, a
community. Eventually, although it was in His design from the beginning, God developed this concept of the
Church. With it, man is never to be responsible to carry out the tasks of the Kingdom all alone!
Isn’t it amazing to think about all the advantages we have when we’re together? Together in our study of
Scripture, in hardships, in all the spiritual battles we face daily and also in working to fulfill the Great
Commission. But even as we look at all the great blessings of togetherness, I want us to keep in mind that,
although these are all significant activities of the Church, God’s primary purpose of the Church is not to have
Bible studies, it is not to have a “hardships” support group, it’s not even just to fulfill the Great Commission.
Now, before you go calling me a heretic and asking me to resign, hear me out and ask yourself this one
question: Why did God create man and woman in Genesis 1 & 2 in the first place? Can you answer the
question with one of the activities listed above?
God created man and woman in Genesis 1 & 2 so they could … have weekly Bible studies?
God created man and woman in Genesis 1 & 2 so they could … support each other in life’s hardships?
God created man and woman in Genesis 1 & 2 so they could … fulfill the Great Commission?
The list could go on, but what about this one foundational purpose?
God created man and woman in Genesis 1 & 2 so they could … worship Him!
If you look at God’s Word in its entirety, you’ll notice that the only eternal aspects of the Church are these
two: LOVE and WORSHIP. Of course, just because Bible studies, sermons, connect groups, prayer groups or
even missions are only earthly realities, that does not make them unimportant, nor does it mean they don’t
have any eternal significance. They are absolutely important, absolutely significant to eternity and they are
absolutely a large part of God’s design for the Church. However, let’s not get the “design” of the Church
confused with the ultimate “goal” of the Church.
John Piper in his book Let The Nations be Glad writes these words:
——————————————————————————————
Missions is not the ultimate goal of the Church. Worship is. Missions exists because worship doesn’t.
Worship is ultimate, not missions; because God is ultimate, not man. When this age is over, and the
countless millions of the redeemed fall on their faces before the throne of God, missions will be no
more. It is a temporary necessity. But worship abides forever. Worship, therefore, is the fuel and
goal of missions. It’s the goal of missions because in missions we simply aim to bring the nations
into the white hot enjoyment of God’s glory. The goal of missions is the gladness of the peoples in
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the greatness of God. “The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be
glad!” (Psalms 97:1). “Let the peoples praise Thee, O God; let all the peoples praise Thee! Let the
nations be glad and sing for joy!” (Ps 67:3-4). But worship is also the fuel of missions. Passion for God
in worship precedes the offer of God in preaching. You can’t commend what you don’t cherish.
Missionaries will never call out, “Let the nations be glad!” who cannot say from the heart, “I rejoice in
the Lord … I will be glad and exult in thee, I will sing praise to Thy Name, O Most High” (Ps 104:34,
9:2). Missions begins and ends in worship.
——————————————————————————————
Now, insert any aspect of why you believe God created this concept of community and the Church in place of
the word Missions in that final portion of the quote. The result is and should always be the same.
Bible study should always begin and end in worship.
Our intake of weekly sermons should always begin and end in worship.
Connect groups should always begin and end in worship.
Fellowship events should always begin and end in worship.
Prayer should always begin and end in worship.
Missions should always begin and end in worship.
My hope and prayer is this: As we contemplate the reasons of why we (those who make up the Church) were
created, may those reasons always be leading us to the foot of the throne of Jesus. May Southland begin and
end in worship of who He is!

Our Upcoming Preaching Calendar
We are currently in a sermon series focused on this faith foundation: our God is the MAKER of all. In fact, this is where the
Biblical story begins in Genesis 1: the universe, our earth and everything in it, plants, animals and yes, especially people are
CREATED by Him. Of course, this is an idea increasingly rejected in our culture by a secular/natural view of life that attributes
such origins to random chance and accident.
After starting the series on the 15th by focusing on the creation story, we have been
and will continue to be focusing specifically on some Biblical implications of that
foundational truth, hence the sub-title “CREATED: Because in the beginning, GOD
…” It’s not just that Scripture teaches us that God is responsible for our origin. It’s
that this basic truth is a foundation upon which many other truths are established. How
we view the issue of where we came from is determinative for so much about the way
we see and live life. Especially in the midst of our culture where other ideas seem to
be accepted as the starting point, this is an important series theme for us to consider.
SERMONS in this series:
January 29

Implications for how we view and treat the rest of God’s creation

February 5

Implications for God’s unique authority - He determines what is true, right and good!

February 12

Implications for human sexuality (a case study building off of the 2/5 sermon)

February 19

Implications for God’s sovereignty - trusting the Creator in the present and for the future

February 26

Implications for our meaning and purpose in life - created for His glory
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CONNECT Ministries
... a place to discover Christian community.

We have designed our CONNECT Groups to be a place where people discover Christian community. This is an especially great place
for us to experience a sense of FAMILY. They provide the right kind of place to build relationships with other believers, to pray with
and for one another and to consider how God’s Word applies to our lives as we strive to follow Jesus faithfully.

CONNECT GROUPS in JANUARY and FEBRUARY
For these two months, each CONNECT Group is on its own in determining the curriculum that will be used.
We have listed the location and the topic/theme for each of our Sunday morning groups as they are
currently meeting. As a reminder, our new schedule for Sunday mornings means they all are meeting at 9am.
LAUNCH (Room #5) … Les is leading this group through curriculum called “I Will! Nine Traits of the
Outwardly Focused Christian” (developed by Thom Rainer).
The BRANCH (now meeting in the Southeast corner of the auditorium) … Jon is leading this group
through Francis Chan’s “Crazy Love.”
The Refuge (in the Gathering Room - off the Great Room) … Alex Cobb is teaching a session on the
book of Proverbs called “Faith that Works.”
Free at Last (now meeting in the Great Room) … This group is spending this session reflecting through
a RigntNow Media series called “Living Generously.”
Empty Nesters (in the Fellowship Hall) … With the aid of a RightNow Media video series from Dr. Sinclair
Ferguson, Matt is leading a study through Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount” found in Matthew 5-7.

CONNECT
GROUPS in March
As we have highlighted already in
“The Vine,” we are excited about
the month of March and “Cross
Connect.” Up to now, CONNECT
Groups have largely been based on meeting with others in the same basic demographic. With only one
service, we’re excited about this opportunity to mix that up (for March only) by intentionally creating this
context of inter-generational connections - hence the sub-title: “Generational Conversations about Faith.”
Groups will meet as normal through February. During that month, though, in preparation for March, each
current group will be dividing into 4 separate groups. Those sub-groups will join up with sub-groups from the
other current ones to form what we’ll be using in March for “Cross Connect.” During the 4 Sundays of
March, these newly formed cross-generational groups will be meeting to build relationships and discuss
faith in Christ. Even our high school students will be participating. We’re looking forward to this great
opportunity to grow in our connections across the church family. More details will be shared in your current
CONNECT Group. NOTE: If you’re not a part of a group, March would certainly be a great time to join us!
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G ROW DEEP Ministries
... an opportunity to plant deep roots in Jesus and God's Word.
At Southland, a significant part of what we do is designed to help people GROW DEEP. This happens through our Deeper Life
Groups (a.k.a. "D-Groups") as well as other opportunities like Ladies’ Bible Study. Since September 2015, it has also included our
Wednesday evening ministry called “CULTIVATE.” Though each one is somewhat unique in its format, they all have the same basic
purpose: to help us plant deep roots down into Christ and God’s Word (see Colossians 2:6-7).

We have already shared information about this upcoming session - it is available
in print (there are flyers at the CULTIVATE table in the foyer) and electronically
(click here if you’re viewing this electronically). We still want to provide some of
the details here in this space in “The Vine.”
Some more specifics about the 3 class options. We have already provided some details on the flyers
we’ve made available. Here, we want to provide a little more of the “why” for each option.
“LOVE & RESPECT: Building Blocks” … we are offering this as an opportunity for
couples to strengthen their marriage relationship by reflecting on God’s basic design for it.
“REVEALING GOD: Designer of Life” … the origin of life is such a foundational issue when it
comes to our worldview. This class option will help us consider the way science certainly helps
to reveal a Creator behind it all. We’re not here as the result of random chance, but because of
His purposeful work. NOTE: there will be some thematic overlap between the January-February
sermon series and this class; however, each will have its own unique focus and emphasis.
“JAMES” option … it is always valuable to simply study God’s Word as it has come
packaged to us. That’s what this option will do with the New Testament letter of James.
The basic goal of “DEEPER ROOTS for FAITHFUL LIVING” certainly fits for each of these!!
More about Cultivate MEALS, including how to RSVP. We will serve from 5:30 to a little after 6. The
cost for each meal is $3/person with a max of $10/family. You can RSVP at the table in the foyer, in
your CONNECT Group or quickly/easily here: http://www.gosouthland.org/form.php?pageID=75).
NOTE:

As we’ve mentioned, on February 1, the meal will be a FUNDRAISER for the
middle school youth group’s annual trip to the “BELIEVE” Conference.

As always, we will have ministry programming for our young people on Wednesday nights:
We will have childcare in the nursery for those up through age 3.
Ages 4 through 5th grade will be participating in “Snack Shack” (see page 7 for details).
Middle school students will be participating in times of lessons, fellowship and service during
this time.
High school students will spend this session either joining in on one of the class options (the
one on God’s creation would be particularly equipping) or serving in various capacities.

If the start of 2017 is a good time for you to become a part of a DEEPER LIFE GROUP, you
can still submit a neon card (available at the Welcome Center) to let us know you are
interested in joining one. These are great ways to GROW DEEP in the context of a small
group of people devoted to study, prayer and accountability.
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Opportunities to BUILD UP
... a way to serve others and even help ourselves grow.

This section of the Vine provides a central place for you to be informed about how to become active in service at
Southland. One of our major priorities is to be a place where God's people BUILD UP one another. In fact, according to
Ephesians 4:16, the overall health of the church (the Body) depends upon each part doing its "own special work."
Through our acts of service, God uses us to help others grow. At the same time, here’s what is beautiful about God's
design: what we do for the benefit of others even has benefits for our own growth as followers of Jesus. That's why we
share this section with you. While we cannot include every potential opportunity to serve, we want to (1) highlight
some specific areas where we are needing help, (2) make you aware of any extra, more occasional opportunities to
serve and (3) provide a place to thank some of our volunteers.

Specific OPPORTUNITIES to SERVE & “BUILD UP” the BODY
COMMUNION PREP … we are still in need of some help in preparing the Lord’s Supper each
Sunday morning. Contact Deb if you are willing to serve in this way.
During the 9am time slot in March … one of our goals during “Cross Connect” is to have
more people involved in serving with our kids so that our regular teachers can participate as
well. In fact, we want to find enough volunteers so that no one is serving in the 9am slot more
than once during the month. Of course, for that to happen, we need your help! Please contact
Deb if you are willing to serve for 1 Sunday during March.
At the Welcome Center, we have provided flyers with other specific ways people can
serve and BUILD UP one another here at Southland. This provides some regular, ongoing
areas of service where the SCC family needs help. If you’re looking for a specific way to get
involved, we encourage you to take a look at one of these and find the right place for you.
To volunteer to serve in any area of ministry, please fill out one of the BLUE "Build Up" response
cards at the Welcome Center (you can also just let us know in the office). We will pass your name
along to the appropriate leader for that area of ministry.

THANK YOU to Cheryl Boland for volunteering to serve by
helping to prepare communion.
THANK YOU to Alex Cobb for preaching on Sunday, January 8. It’s always a great blessing
when we are able to hear from you on Sunday mornings!
THANK YOU to Sara Emmerton and Amanda Miller for your work in leading the transition of
our nursery and pre-K/K areas on Sunday mornings during ENCOUNTER. Sara is continuing to
serve in taking a turn in the teaching rotation and gathering curriculum for other teachers.
Amanda continues to faithfully serve by leading the nursery ministry. Thank you, ladies, for
helping to make Southland such a great place for families with little ones!
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SERVING SCHEDULE – February 2017
Greeters
2/5/17
2/12/17
2/19/17
2/26/17

Welcome Center

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
Free at Last (10:15-10:40)

|————– Bill and Pam F. ————–|
Wilber K. and Sue M. (10:15-10:40)

The Refuge (8:45-9:10)
The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Jerry & Brenda D. (10:15-10:40)

Empty Nesters (8:45-9:10)
The Refuge (8:45-9:10)

Pat B. and Dorothy M. (10:15-10:40)

Terry & Brenda O.

Serving Team Leader

Computer

Mark Miller

Alexis Simpson

Doug Graves

Dan Gray

Ben Jennings

Simeon Martin

Warren Burros

Emily Weber

Cheryl Boland

2/26/17

2/5/17 - 8:50-10:20am
2/5/17 - 10:20-dismissal
2/12/17 - 8:50-10:20am
2/12/17 - 10:20-dismissal
2/19/17 - 8:50-10:20am
2/19/17 - 10:20-dismissal
2/26/17 - 8:50-10:20am
2/26/17 - 10:20-dismissal

Pat & Debbie L.

|———– Ernie & Charlotte E. ———|

2/5/17
2/19/17

Ken & Debbie N.

|———— Ken & Debbie N. ————|

Free at Last (10:15-10:40) Catherine C. and Juanita M. (10:15-10:40)

The Branch (10:15-10:40)

Steve & LeeAnn M.

|————– Bob and Liz W. ————–|

Communion Preparation
2/12/17

Foyer Hosts

Nursery check-in

Nursery workers

Jill Sims
Susan Graves
Stacy Gambill
Debbie Gray
Ceci Drake
Amanda Miller
Lacey York
Amanda Miller

Jill Sims and Cheryl McAnally
The Graves family
Stacy Gambill and Linda Jones
Debbie/Kayla Gray and Jenelle/Ezri Smith
Ceci/Megan Drake
Cody & Richelle Graves
Lacey York and Carissa Virtue
Amanda/Abbi Miller

Li’l Kid ENCOUNTER (age 3 - K)

Kid ENCOUNTER (1st - 5th grades)

2/5/17

Sara E. - Shelby R. - Lizzie K. - Ezri S.

Les. L. - Rori C. - Noah W.

2/12/17

Kristin L. - Anna M. - Emily W. - Jeremiah S.

Jon & Katy C. - David & April C.

2/19/17

Cindy M. - Andrea C. - Allison R. - Alexis S.

Matt & Amber N. - Andy & Donna L.

2/26/17

Brad & Marsha F. - Megan M. - Kira S.

Brad & Ashley W. - Javan L.
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LIVE OUT
Ministries

... a path for putting
faith into action.

"Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people,
especially to those who belong to the family of believers."
- Galatians 6:10
OPPORTUNITIES TO “LIVE OUT” YOUR FAITH
One of the key purposes of the G6:10 Ministry is to offer opportunities for us to LIVE OUT faith (see the theme
verse of Galatians 6:10). That is not so much about creating new events, but helping to keep the SCC family aware
of events that are already happening, especially with our local ministry partners. The goal is not for everyone to
participate in every single event. Rather, we want to lay these opportunities before you so you can decide how/
where/when to participate. We want to provide you with some very specific ways you can participate in Kingdom
work as you LIVE OUT your faith.
The G:610 Ministry will have a ministry team meeting on Thursday, February 9 at 6pm - dinner will be included.
If you would like to join the G6:10 team in their work as they help us LIVE OUT our faith (especially through our
local ministry partners), please feel free to join them for this time of planning and organizing.
Our local ministry partners:

www.maranatha
biblecamp.org

www.417pcc.org

www.cchonthe.net

www.show-mehome.com

On January 22, we recognized “Sanctity of Human Life
Sunday.” It is a day when we affirm our commitment to
God as the Creator of ALL human life. As such, we
acknowledge that all people – regardless of the stage of
life they are in or any other factor – all people have
intrinsic value as those created in His image.
Part of how we can LIVE OUT that commitment is through
our partnership with the ministry of the Pregnancy Care
Center. We encourage you to consider this as a way where
you can put hands and feet to your faith. There are some

PCC-related materials available in the auditorium alcove.
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www.occ.edu

For many years now, Southland has partnered with the ministry of Maranatha Bible Camp near
Everton, MO. The main component of that is the annual Summer camp sessions (plus other
occasional times). Many SCC families have been blessed through Maranatha. We are certainly
grateful for the opportunity to participate in their work and to benefit from that work each year.
It’s why we want to make you aware of a new effort they are
undertaking. They’re calling it “Make It Better,” it’s a vision of
3 main projects to enhance the camp’s ministry: a lake, a
covered pavilion and a dedicated worship center with a
basement. We have some informational brochures available in
the alcove about these projects. Of course, if you are viewing “The Vine” electronically, you can click on this link:
http://maranathabiblecamp.org/home/make-it-better. We invite you to become aware of what’s happening at
Maranatha and consider if God is leading you to help support their work by giving to these projects.
We are excited about Sunday, April 2 and this day
when we are going to intentionally focus church-wide
on SERVICE - living out an active love. We’re calling it

“LIVE OUT: Service Day.”
On April 2, we will meet at 9am for our time of
ENCOUNTER worship (please note this time change for
this one Sunday only!). We will be dismissing around
10:20 to go and participate in various service projects
in the community. For now, what we want to make sure
you do is get the date marked on the calendar. During
the month of February, we have enlisted some service
team leaders who will be working on the specifics of
the projects. In March, we will be communicating those
and offering a way for you to sign-up to participate in
a project of your choosing.
We pray that God will use this day of practical service
to help us be a blessing to our community around us!
To keep you informed about Southland’s foreign missions
partners, we strive to provide updates, when available, in
the alcove of the auditorium (by the map). This is really
the only way one of our partners can communicate with
us. Their location makes any online presence too risky
from a security standpoint. We do make their newsletters
available as they come in.
There is a website for the “Central India Christian Mission.” Check out www.indiamission.org
for more information about some of the global Kingdom work we get to partner in here at
Southland. You can also “like” their Facebook page for ongoing updates.
You can check out the website for “Life of Hope Ministries” at www.lifeofhope.org. Through
our connection to Life of Hope, we are partnering with those on the ground in Guatemala. It’s
another way we can participate in furthering God’s mission globally.
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