
CONNECTED 

 
    If you are too hot or too cold at the office, you can always adjust the 

thermostat…right? Well, it turns out that even though you may have access to a 

thermostat, it may just be a fake.  

    Some time back a business journal quoted heating/air conditioning experts as saying 

a lot of office thermostats aren’t connected to anything. They are simply there to give 

employees a sense of control, and to stifle their complaints about how hot or cold it is. 

In fact, one specialist in Illinois estimates that more than 75% of office thermostats in 

Chicago are “dummies”! And I have been surprised to hear that some churches have 

even resorted to this tactic in an effort to solve the problem of complaints about 

temperature.  

    When a thermostat is properly connected it regulates the temperature. A 

thermometer only records the temperature. With that difference in mind, let me say 

that the church is called to be a thermostat, and not a thermometer. We who follow 

Jesus are called to change, even challenge society, not to simply reflect it. We are 

called to impact, not merely impress the world around us. On a practical level, that 

means that every Christian is a thermostat located in a special sphere of influence with 

a mission to fulfill the purposes of Christ by changing the environment around them in 

positive ways. And to do that, we must be truly connected to the source and substance 

of our faith, Jesus himself.    

    Not unrelated to this idea of “connection” is our upcoming 2015 Annual Conference 

in Springfield. This is a unique opportunity for Missouri United Methodists, lay and 

clergy, to gather together for a time of holy conferencing, shared worship, practical 

training, etc. This is a time for renewal and re-fueling…a time for prayerful and 

thoughtful conversation, all for the purpose of re-focusing our efforts on effective and 

fruitful ministry in Christ’s name.  

    If you are in attendance at Annual Conference, I trust that you’ll come ready to be 

connected to one another as we worship, pray, and learn together. And then I hope 

that you’ll leave with a renewed commitment to change the world by being a 

thermostat, connected to Jesus, the very source of life and power.  

 
Blessings,  

Fred 


