PARENTS

Family Focus

GOODNESS
July ~ 2015



“Goodness”

Dear SONrise Church Family,

We use the word “good” a lot. We say, “Wow, that was good
pizza,” or “that was sure a good movie.” But what does the word
“good” really mean? A person who is described as being good has godly

character and integrity. They are known for moral purity. The Holy
Spirit wants to produce His fruit in us as Christ-followers to make a difference in this needy world. This
month we will be studying goodness, which is a fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22, 23). Join with us in
studying this important fruit that the Holy Spirit wants to produce in our lives!

Tom and Janet Walker

Welcome to Family Focus. The purpose of Family Focus is to help train and equip parents to teach
their children the Word of God. The Bible teaches through Deuteronomy 6:6-7; Psalm 78:4 and
Proverbs 22:6 that parents are to be the primary spiritual leaders and teachers of their children.
Therefore, instead of the "traditional" Sunday School model, we, at SONrise Church, have made the
intentional shift in the way we minister to children, by equipping parents to be the primary spiritual
leaders of their families. Family Focus is a Bible teaching model that helps families learn spiritual
truths together. Our desire at SONrise is to see each family unit spend one hour each week in the
Bible together. To help you with this adventure, we have provided materials for you. The materials
will be available on the website or you can pick up a new packet each month at SONrise.

When you go through the Family Focus material, you are going to REAP - read, explore, apply and pray.

Read - In this section, you will read a short explanation about the passage of scripture we are
reading and read the passage.

Explore - In this section you will be digging into the passage and exploring the meaning of the
passage. This section includes questions and ideas for discussion.

Apply - This is where you will find activities to help your kids to make the passage real. Every week
there is a different activity, there are games, snacks, movies and art activities.

Pray - It can be hard to take the time to pray as a family, but it is worth it and important to take ample
time to pray together and for each other.

Our prayer for you is that as you REAP together you will reap a great harvest in your family.

We love you SONrise Church!



The Bible is a very old book. In fact, it has been around for thousands of years. It is the book that
tells God’s Story and how He works in-the lives of people. Although we can not see God, everywhere we
look we can see Him working in the lives of people to produce His fruit in them. One of the things God wants
to produce in his followers is goodness. This word means “full of good.” Other words that describe this
“fruit” are integrity, moral purity, or uprightness. The person who is good is a person who is like God, or full
of God.

In our study this week we will meet a man by the-name of Job (pronounced like the name Joe). The
story of Job is one of the oldest in the Bible. In some ways his story is sad. He loses his family, his
possessions, and even his health, but | want you to notice how Job reacts to all of this suffering. He is an
amazing example of this fruit of goodness. We read his story in the book that is named after him, the book
of Job. Turn together to Job 1:1-22 and study and answer the questions in the next section, EXPLORE.

Exgslene

(suggested answers are in italics)

1. What kind of man does the Bible describe Job to be? (1:1-3)

blameless, integrity (honest & always tells the truth), wealthy.

N

. What did God say about Job? (1:6-8).

He was the “finest man in all the earth.” blameless, a man of integrity, fears God, and stays away from evil.

3. What did Satan say was the reason that Job was such a good man? (1:9,10)
Because God had protected him and blessed him with good things.

4. What did Satan say Job would do-if-God took everythmg away from him? (1:11)

"curse God tehis face.”.

o

Did God give Satan permission to test Job? (1 :12) Yes.
Who set the limits of what Satan could do to JOb".?j.;:God did.

Have someone r\é‘;Zi“d*-1~;v1§—f19 to find out what"hap’;per@(i_it_gaglfib"f Job’s possessions and family.

6. How did Job react to all this tragedy? (1:20-22)
Job was grieved, but he worshipped God and did not blame God..

It is often in hard times and suffering that our true character comes out. Job was a good man,” a
man of faith who trusted God, even in this terrible time of loss and suffering. When we trust God
with our pain and problems, the Holy Spirit produces His fruit of goodness in our lives. Move on to
page 2 to see how this applies to our lives today.




Talk and Work Time— (grab a favorite snack for your family discussion time together)

On June 4, 2015 after an amazing 7 inches of rain in an hour, the banks of the Niobrara River overflowed.
All this water quickly flowed toward the small towns of Manville and Lusk, Wyoming. A few families lost their
homes and all they had in their homes. We thank God for the county Sherriff's warnings and that no one lost
their lives.

Talk about what your family would do in.an emergency situation. Depending on the ages of your children
you can talk about a plan for storms, tornadoes, flooding, fires, blizzards, etc. Where would you go if you
thought there could be a flood in your area? Do you have a fire extinguisher in your home? Where does
your family go if there are tornado warnings?

Children need to learn to trust God and trust their parents. Children can follow their parents instructions in
emergency situations because they know their parents love them and have their best in mind. We do not
need to live in fear of what could happen because God is in control. God will only let things happen that He
will work out for our good. God is good. God wants what is good for-us.

Think about how you as a family can show Goodness to a family in Lusk or Manville; or a family in another
emergency situation that you know about. Make a plan about what you need to carry out your desire. Take
time to specifically pray about the details in your-closing time together. Call or text Pastor Tom for specific
ideas on working with the Ty DesEnfants family as they help people in Lusk. They will soon be moving to
Lusk to plant a church there.

Key verse to memorize: (emphasize underlined part with younger children.)

Romans 8:28 (NLT)

And we know that God causes everything

to work together for the good of those

who love God and are called according

to His purpose for them.

PRy

Just like Job we can fall down in worship in the midst of our pain and problems. What can you
“Praise the name of the LORD-for todayy: ? ar yoq,tempted to blame God for? Write down
abo

these things in your pray rWra afarg#yyeu)voul Manville, Lusk, or
some other place. Pray and record those ils speC|f|c . As God t open our eyes to see

how He is at work causing everything to be for the good of thesé whc Iov Him (and even for those
who don’t love Him yet.)
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