A Very Wise Guy
Week 1
Read
For the next 16- weeks we are going to be in the book of Proverbs. It can be helpful when we start
any book to decipher who wrote the book, what the book is about, where was the author when the
book was written and when did he write the book. This week we are going to focus in on the who.
Read Proverbs 1:1 to find out who wrote the book. ___________, the son of __________, the
___________ of Israel wrote the book. This verse already gives us a lot of clues as to where to find
out more about the author. The Old Testament has six books dedicated to the Kings, I Samuel, 2
Samuel, 1 Kings, 2 Kings, 1 Chronicles & 2 Chronicles. We can read about Solomon in 1 Kings
and 2 Chronicles. We can also find Solomon in the book of Matthew in the genealogy of Jesus.
Not only that, but this guy wrote three books, Proverbs, Song of Solomon and Ecclesiastes. A lot
can be said about Solomon, because a lot is written about Solomon. He’s a pretty complex guy, he
does some great things, and then he slowly finds himself in a mess because he makes small choices to disobey God that turn into huge choices. The book of Ecclesiastes is all about what he
learned about chasing the dreams of the world. Today we are going to focus on the beginning of
his reign and the great gift God gave him, read 2 Chronicles 1:7-12.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
What did God say to Solomon in verse 7? (Pre-K – 12th)
Ask what I shall give you

What did Solomon say back to God in verse 8-9? (K-12th)
You showed faithful love, made Solomon king and you have kept your promises.

Why do you think he started his response to God in this way? (5th-12th)
Solomon is telling God who he is and what he has done, this is not only a way to show honor and respect to
God but also to remind Solomon of who God is. It is an opportunity for Solomon to align his heart with God’s.

Do you know what 2 promises of God Solomon is referring back to? (Read 1 Chronicles 17:11 and
Genesis 22:17) (5th-12th)
God promised David that one of his offspring would be on the throne, that this offspring, Solomon, would also
build his temple and that his kingdom would last forever. This promise of a kingdom being established forever
is fulfilled in Christ, who came through the line of David and Solomon. God also made a promise to Abraham,
that his offspring would number the sand on the earth. The Israelites were Abraham’s offspring. Solomon is
saying that God has kept his promise, because they are as numerous as the dust on the earth.

What does Solomon ask for in verse 10? (Pre-K- 12th)
Wisdom and knowledge to lead his people

Why did God grant his request in verse 11? (K-12th)
Because he didn’t ask for wealth, riches, fame or death of his enemies, or a long life

What else did God promise to give him? (K-12th)
Wealth, riches and fame such as no other king has had before or in the future

Apply
Snack Time Make Sandy treats:
You will need zipper bags and vanilla wafers (or graham crackers) Let the kids crush the wafers in
a zipper bag and pour on top of the pudding. Now you have sandy treats to enjoy. In 1 Kings 4:29,
the Bible says that Solomon’s wisdom was greater than the grains of sand on the seashore.
Answer these questions while you eat your snacks:
Solomon provides an example for us in this passage, what should we ask for?
What are some areas in your life that you might need some wisdom?
In your notebook, you have a “Handbook for Life Page”, add to it, “Ask God for Wisdom.”
Add our Key Verse to your verse pack and start memorizing it:
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
fools despise wisdom and instruction
Proverbs 1:7

Pray
ASK God for wisdom, ask for wisdom to permeate your life, but also ask for wisdom in specific situations.
What does your family need to pray about? Ask each individual and record it into your prayer
journal. Don’t forget to thank God for the great gifts he’s given you!

What is the Big Idea?
Week 2
Read
Last week we talked about the man who wrote some of the book of Proverbs. This week we are
going to talk about what the book is about. Sometimes we have to dig and dig to uncover what the
big idea is but this book tells us in the first chapter the big idea. Read Proverbs 1:2-7.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
What is the purpose of Proverbs? (vs 2-3) (pre-K – 12th)
To teach wisdom and discipline, to understand the insights of wisdom, to help us live disciplined successful
lives. To help us do what is right, just and fair.

Give some examples of right, just and fair. (pre-K – 12th)
What will the Proverbs give you? (vs 4) (3rd – 12th)
Insight to the simple, knowledge and discernment to the young

What will happen to those who listen to these proverbs? (vs 5) (K – 12th)
The wise will become wiser.

How do we become wiser? (vs 6) (K – 12th)
By exploring the meaning of the proverbs

What is the foundation of knowledge? (vs 7) (pre-k – 12th)
The Fear of the LORD

Who despises wisdom? (vs7) (K—12th)
The fool

Did you notice that LORD was written in all capitals? This tells us a little something about the
meaning of this verse. It is different than just writing the Lord, which is a title meaning power,
control or authority. When LORD is written in all capitals it is referring a special name of God,
Yahweh. This is the name God gives himself in Exodus 3:15. Read Exodus 3:15, what does God
call himself? (pre-k – 12th)
Yahweh

When we talk about fearing the LORD, we are talking about being in reverent awe of who he is.
Read Deuteronomy 6:2 in the Message.
This is the commandment, the rules and regulations, that GOD, your God, commanded me to teach
you to live out in the land you’re about to cross into to possess. This is so that you’ll live in deep
reverence before GOD lifelong, observing all his rules and regulations that I’m commanding you,
you and your children and your grandchildren, living good long lives. – Deut 6:1-2 (MSG)
What does this passage say we will do if we live in reverence before God? (K-12th)
We will observe his rules and regulations

Apply
Make it Stick –
Start a chart. Create two columns, one for the character traits of the wise and one for the character
traits of the foolish. Look back at the passage we just read and record the traits of the wise and the
foolish on your chart. You will return to this chart throughout the book of Proverbs.
Game – Wise vs Fool Obstacle Course
Begin by making an obstacle course.
Have each family member flip a coin before starting the race. If it is heads, they are a wise person
and will run the race in a normal fashion. If they flip it and it turns up tails, they are a fool have to
run the race in a foolish manner. They need to run backwards, flapping their wings and clucking like
a chicken. After the race, run Round 2 by having each family member switch roles. If they were a
wise person, then now they are a fool and vice versa. If there’s time, you can come up with your
own foolish way to run the race and play another round or two. Follow-up with these discussion
questions.
Who ran faster, the wise ones or the fools?
Who stood out more?
Was being foolish a little embarrassing or uncomfortable?
Have you ever been embarrassed by a friend who was acting foolish? The Bible talks about how
when we make foolish choices, we look foolish and bad things can happen to us.
Add “Ask God for Wisdom” to your “Handbook for Life” page.
Review our Key Verse and keep memorizing it:
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
fools despise wisdom and instruction
Proverbs 1:7

Pray
CONFESS your foolishness and ASK God for wisdom, ask for wisdom to permeate your life, but
also ask for wisdom in specific situations.
What does your family need to pray about? Ask each individual and record it into your prayer
journal. Don’t forget to thank God for the great gifts he’s given you!

The Fear of the Lord
Week 3
*** Parents, you as a family are going to cover a lot of scripture this week, don’t let it get boring, so
only go through as much as your kids can handle. I would recommend that you only go through 2
verses with your preschoolers, be animated, show them where it is, make it a scavenger hunt. Early
elementary – 4 verses, Late Elementary -6 verse, Teens – you can do the whole list or stop when
you have lost their attention. This week will have more impact if each member of the family (from
elementary on up) uses their own Bible and underlines the phrase “the fear of the LORD”.

Read
What are you afraid of? I’m afraid of snakes and heights. Some people are afraid of spiders or
thunder and lightning. Regardless of what you fear, we all fear something. But what about God,
over and over we read the phrase, “the fear of the Lord”. Does this strike you as weird or out of
place? Are we supposed to fear the God who is love, the God who says his love casts out all fear?
This is very confusing, I think its worth us taking some time to unravel what this means. Last week
we started our journey of understanding “the fear of the Lord”. You might remember that we
learned that LORD is the personal name of God, Yahweh. You might also want to look back and
remind yourself of what Deuteronomy 6:1-2 says about the “fear of the LORD”. This week you as a
family are going to go on a “fear of the LORD” scavenger hunt through the book of Proverbs.

Explore
Today we are going to look-up all the times that the “fear of the LORD” is mentioned. Take out a
sheet of paper, label it “The Fear of the Lord” and record what each verse says the “Fear of the
LORD” is, keep this sheet in your notebook to come back to as we go through the book of
Proverbs. As you read these verses you may want to underline the phrase “fear of the Lord” in your
Bible.
Proverbs 1:7 (4th– 12th)

Proverbs 14:27 (K-12th)

Proverbs 19:23 (K-12th)

Proverbs 2:5 (PreK—3rd)

Proverbs 15:16 (PreK– 12th)

Proverbs 22:4 (4th—12th)

Proverbs 9:10 (4th-12th)

Proverbs 15:33 (K-12th)

Proverbs 23:17 (K-12th)

Proverbs 10:27 (4th-12th)

Proverbs 16:6 (4th– 12th)

Apply
Family Movie Night – Watch The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Talk about how C.S. Lewis
used Aslan to illustrate the fear of the Lord. Notice the discussion about whether or not Aslan is
good.
“Is Aslan quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous about meeting a lion.”
“That you will dearie, and no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver. “If there’s anyone who can appear
before Aslan without their knees knocking, they’re either braver than most or just plain silly.”
“Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy.
“Safe?” said Mr. Beaver; “don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything
about safe? Of course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s the King, I tell you.”

The fear of the LORD is about understanding that God is a good God, a loving God but a safe God
he is not. We are not his master, but he is our master. Sometimes we think of God as our genie,
we think if we pray the right prayers or do the right things he will do what we want him to, but that is
just not the case. He does what will bring Him the greatest glory. The fear of the Lord comes down
to us having reverent awe for who he is, his goodness, love, justice, holiness, etc. Before you finish your discussion of the movie review your list of characteristics of the fear of the Lord.

Add “Live in Reverent Awe of Who God Is” to your “Handbook for Life” page.
Review our Key Verse and keep memorizing it:
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
fools despise wisdom and instruction
Proverbs 1:7

Pray
If you have started a prayer journal as a family pull that out and look at your specific requests, take
time to record the ways that God has answered those requests. If you haven’t started, you can
start to record your family’s requests on the prayer journal pages. Take some time to pray for each
other.

Oh Wisdom, Where art thou?
Week 4
Read
Have you ever gone looking for something you can’t find? I lose stuff all the time, my keys, my
phone, library books, it’s a problem I have. Although I tend to lose things, I also get frustrated when
I can’t find things. I can feel this way about wisdom. I want to know what the wise thing to do is,
but sometimes I can’t seem to find wisdom. This week we are going to continue to look at Proverbs
and talk about wisdom and how to find it. We will find out immediately that wisdom is not hard to
find, God has put it in plain view so that we can live a disciplined and successful life. We will also
start to see the consequences of not listening to wisdom. Read Proverbs 1:20-33.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)

Where is wisdom? (vs 20) (pre k – 12th)
Wisdom is calling out in the streets. This is a picture of wisdom being out in plain sight, not hidden from view.

What are the questions that wisdom is asking? (vs 22) (K – 12th)
“How long will you insist on being simpleminded?” “How long will you enjoy your mocking?” “How long will you
hate knowledge?”

Describe someone who is simpleminded (a fool), someone who enjoys mocking and someone who
hates knowledge. (5th-12th)
Could you be described at times as simpleminded (a fool), loving mocking, or hating knowledge?
(5th-12th)
I can see these traits in myself at times, especially loving mocking. Parents, take time to unravel this question
with your kids without pointing fingers. This is a time for them to come up with the realization themselves.

Read vs 23, What is wisdom going to share with us? (K – 12th)
“my heart and make you wise”
What is wisdom saying in vs 24-33? (K-12th)
I (wisdom) kept calling and you wouldn’t listen, because you have chosen not to fear the LORD your life will be
bitter and you will be destroyed. If you would just listen to wisdom you would experience peace.

What are the consequences to not listening to wisdom? (K-12th)
Can you think of a time when wisdom was calling out to you and you didn’t listen to it? (Parents it is
really helpful to your children if you can share areas you have struggled as well, just keep it age appropriate)
What were your consequences for not listening to wisdom?

Apply
Game Time:
Do a wisdom search. Write each letter of the word, wisdom on an index card or piece of paper; you
may even want to make a different colored set for each child to find. Hide the letters around the
house and have the kids go searching for the letters. After all the letters have been found, unscramble the letters to discover the MOST important thing we can find.
From Splinks - hp://www.d6family.com/splink/week/2012-11-04

Make it Stick–
Make your own comic strip, wisdom is portrayed as a woman in the book of Proverbs. Illustrate
Proverbs 1:20-33 in the form of a comic strip. Make sure to include what she’s crying out in the
street.
Add “Wisdom is Easy to Find” to your “Handbook for Life” page.
Review our Key Verse and keep memorizing it:
The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
fools despise wisdom and instruction
Proverbs 1:7

Pray
If you have started a prayer journal as a family pull that out and look at your specific requests, take
time to record the ways that God has answered those requests. If you haven’t started, you can
start to record your family’s requests on the prayer journal pages. Take some time to pray for each
other.

