LOVE is the Greatest!

Dear SONrise Church Family,
I love pancakes! I could eat them every morning. But really, that is just a way that we say that
we like something, right? So then, what is love? Can you define it in just a few words? Have you
experienced it? Do you show it? This month we will be studying “LOVE is the Greatest!” God tells us
what love is and that He wants us to experience His love but also to show His love to others. We need
to learn to love in our family relationships as well as in our other relationships with friends and
strangers, people that we don’t know! Have fun this month of February as you study together what love
is and what it is not, because LOVE is the Greatest!
Tom and Janet Walker

Welcome to Family Focus. The purpose of Family Focus is to help train and equip parents to teach
their children the Word of God. The Bible teaches through Deuteronomy 6:6-7; Psalm 78:4 and
Proverbs 22:6 that parents are to be the primary spiritual leaders and teachers of their children.
Therefore, instead of the "traditional" Sunday School model, we, at SONrise Church, have made the
intentional shift in the way we minister to children, by equipping parents to be the primary spiritual
leaders of their families. Family Focus is a Bible teaching model that helps families learn spiritual
truths together. Our desire at SONrise is to see each family unit spend one hour each week in the
Bible together. To help you with this adventure, we have provided materials for you. The materials
will be available on the website or you can pick up a new packet each month at SONrise.
When you go through the Family Focus material, you are going to REAP - read, explore, apply and pray.
Read - In this section, you will read a short explanation about the passage of scripture we are
reading and read the passage.
Explore - In this section you will be digging into the passage and exploring the meaning of the
passage. This section includes questions and ideas for discussion.
Apply - This is where you will find activities to help your kids to make the passage real. Every week
there is a different activity, there are games, snacks, movies and art activities.
Pray - It can be hard to take the time to pray as a family, but it is worth it and important to take ample
time to pray together and for each other.
Our prayer for you is that as you REAP together you will reap a great harvest in your family.
We love you SONrise Church!

LOVE, is the ‘Best-est‘!
Read
What is love? Really, what is it? You will get many people answering that question different ways.
What do you think love is? Have you ever tried to put it into words? Take time as a family to let everyone
say what they think love is.
How did you do? Did you all have different ideas or did you all think alike? Some people use the
word in a casual way like, “I love pizza,” or “I love my horse.” Others think of their relationships with a
boyfriend or girlfriend while others think of their husband or wife, or even their relationship with God.
In I Corinthians 13, the Apostle Paul, the man who wrote a lot of the New Testament books, gives us
an amazing description of love. He writes to remind and challenge the people in the church at Corinth that it
does not matter how talented they are, they need love. You see, the church in this city had a lot of problems,
because people where acting proud and thinking more about themselves and their gifts and abilities than
about what was best for everyone else. They needed to be reminded of the need to love. So, he writes
about what love is and what it is not. He suggests that there is nothing more important than love .
As you read I Corinthians 13:1-13 as a family you will see that it has a lot to do with you and me.
In fact, as you answer the questions, try putting your name in the place of the word love. Like this, Cody is
patient and kind; or Andrea is not jealous or boastful or proud. . .” Let’s discover together what love is.
In reality, it is the ‘best-est’ thing!

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
1. In verses 1-3 Paul (he wrote this book) talks about being able to do some amazing things.
What are they? Are they good? But what does Paul say is more important?
Could speak many languages, was really smart and understood everything about God. But without love, these
things are useless

2. Verse 4 says two things about love. What are they? What does that mean?
Love is patient. (Daddy helps out with the baby while Mommy gets ready for Church.) Love is kind.
(Mommy tells Daddy that she is thankful for how hard he works.)

3. Next we learn what love is NOT. Talk about each word and in your own words say what they
mean. (vs. 4-7)
Rude, does not demand its own way, is not irritable, keeps no record of wrongs, does not rejoice about
injustice, never gives up, never loses faith.

4. A few more positive things about love. Talk about these and put in your own words. (vs. 6,7)
Rejoices whenever the truth wins out, is always hopeful, endures through every circumstance.

5. Some things are good, but they won’t last forever. By contrast what will last forever? (vs. 8-10)
Love will last forever! “The time of perfection” is talking about being with Jesus for eternity.

6. As we grow up and grow older some things become less important, but other things become
more important. Some day when we are with Jesus we will understand everything and see
things clearly. What three things does verse 13 tell us will be around forever? What is the
‘best-est’ of these things?
Faith, Hope and Love. Love is the ‘best-est’(greatest).

Apply
Craft / Talk TimeIt is easy to think of examples of how you should love one other? Play a guessing game with your
younger children and have them guess what you act out. For example: making the bed, gently
holding a baby, fighting over who sits where in a vehicle, etc. Let the other family members vote
whether the example is a “good” or “bad” example of LOVE.
Take time to color the craft wheel picture (see attached page) together as a family. Make one to
put on the refrigerator to remind each family member what would be a good aspect of LOVE to
work on for that day. Go through 7 before your next Family Focus night. For younger children
draw a picture next to the words so they have a visual reminder of what to work on that day.
For example for “patient” draw a stick figure on a chair at a table (waiting patiently to eat).
See Pinterest on “I Corinthians 13” for practical ideas to make a picture or wall hanging. Every
family needs this LOVE chapter printed out as a visual reminder.

Love is patient and kind.
Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude.
It does not demand its own way. It is not irritable,
and it keeps no record of being wronged.
It does not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out.
Love never gives up, never loses faith, is always hopeful,
and endures though ever circumstance.
I Corinthians 13:4-7

Pray
Decide as a family what part of I Corinthians 13 you would like to memorize even if it is just one
phrase. Write it in your prayer journal. Add specific prayer requests for each family member of the
area of LOVE from I Corinthians 13 they struggle with the most. Pray that the Lord would allow
each of you to see answers to prayer in these areas throughout the month of February. First, in
your marriage, your home and family, than with your neighbors and even the world.

A Love Story
Week 2
Read
There is always something mystical and captivating about a love story. Since the beginning
of creation God put it within a man’s heart to love a woman. God said, when speaking of Adam in
the garden of Eden, “it is not good for man to be alone, I will make a helper who is just right for
him” (Genesis 2:18). God made Eve to be beside Adam, to help complete him, to love him.
The Bible is full of love stories. When God wanted to start a nation to show his great
redeeming love to the world He chose a couple, Abraham and Sarah. They had a “miracle-child,”
Isaac, born when Abraham was 100 and Sarah 90 years old. Now that took the power of God and
faith from Abraham and Sarah! Then it came time for their son, Isaac, to find a wife. Abraham, his
father, did not want his son to marry one of the girls from the people around them because they still
worshipped idols, where Abraham and his family had begun to follow Jehovah God.
So the love story begins. The story is told in Genesis 24. Often in that day marriages were
arranged by the families of the two young people. This is what happens in this love story.
Abraham’s servant (his name is Eleazar) is sent back to Abraham’s people to find a wife for Isaac.
Read the following verses together: Genesis 24:1-8, 11-22, 45-54, 59-61.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
1. Why was it such a big deal that Abraham wanted the servant to go and bring a girl back from his
homeland? (vs. 1-8)
He wanted a wife for his son from the people where he used to live. He hoped it would be someone who had a
heart to know God like He did. The land of Israel was the land that God had promised to give Abraham and his
descendants. So Isaac needed to stay in Israel but not marry someone who worshipped idols.

2. The servant did as Abraham had asked. He went back to the homeland. What did he pray?
How did God answer? (vs. 11-22)
He prayed that the woman would offer him AND his camels a drink of water. It happened just as he prayed!.
God answered his prayer but the woman and her family had to agree.

3. Eleazar went to Rebekah’s family and he retold what happened and how his prayer was
answered by God. Then he asked a question. What was the question and answer? (vs. 45-54)
Will Rebekah become Isaac’s wife and will she come back with me to Israel to marry him? YES!

4. Rebekah’s family gave their blessing to the marriage. They sent her off with a blessing.
What was it? (vs. 59,60)
That she would be the mother and great, great, grandmother of millions and her people, Israel, would be
strong. God fulfilled this blessing.

5. How does this love story end? Did God put them together? Did they love each other? (61-67)
They got married. God worked this all out. And they were very much in love and comforted each other.

Apply
Valentine Party.
Valentine’s Day is often a special night for a Dad and Mom to celebrate their marriage with just the
two of them, without the kids. Parents need to work hard at having a regular date night. Focused
eye to eye special talk/listening times need to happen daily for each of us to feel loved and cared
for. This is true not only in marriage but in your family.
Plan a special Valentine’s Day Party (meal) as a family. Let each member choose something they
can do to make it special. Decorations? Heart shaped placemats? Food preparations? Here are
some Ideas. Breakfast: heart-shaped pancakes; Lunch: red jello with cool whip and chocolate
chips; or Secret Supper served by order number. (i.e. child writes nine numbers in any order on a
3x5 card. The cook has pre-assigned numbers to each part of the meal, including silverware. Cook
serves the meal as ordered, three items at a time (like a 3 course meal). Let’s say the secret menu
is 1) spoon 2) fork 3) knife 4) fruit salad 5) crescent roll 6) baked potato 7) creamed corn 8) steak
9) cherry pie. So, if an individual writes 3, 7, 9, as their first three numbers that’s what they receive
(knife, creamed corn, cherry pie). This makes for a fun family time and opportunity to even eat with
your fingers. So have some good laughs. A person could even be creative enough to use their
baked potato foil into a utensil (shape it like a spoon). Actually anyone can help with food
preparation and still not know the secret numbering system for how it will be served.
Take time to talk about LOVE, especially God’s love for us. Talk about trusting him to bring the
right person into your life for you to marry. When we trust and obey Him, His love can make a
difference in our marriage. No matter how negative your example or experience as a parent is in
marriage (even if you’ve been through a divorce), remember marriage is still a picture of Christ’s
LOVE for each of us. (Ephesians 5:25, For husbands, this means love your wives, just as Christ
loved the church. He gave up his life for her…)
Pull out your picture album and tell how you met as a couple and whether God was leading you
together like he led Eleazer. Teach your children that once we make that marriage commitment
it is God’s design for you to know his love and forgiveness, through all you will face in marriage

Pray
Pray the Lord will give each of your children a heart for God so that someday when they are “old”
God will lead them to just the person He has for them to marry. If your children are adolescents
begin to pray in front of them that they would save sexual intimacy for that covenant marriage
relationship. They don’t need to live in fear but walk by faith. Jesus wants to do in our lives over
and above what we can ask or imagine.
Make homemade Valentines. See the attached sample for an idea.

How not to Love
Week 3
Read
Last week we studied an interesting love story between Isaac and Rebekah. The Lord
clearly led them together. It was neat to see how God answered prayer, but that is not the end of
the story. For a long time Isaac and Rebekah could not have children. Isaac cried out to God in
prayer, and once again God answered prayer. Rebekah was going to have twins! That was great,
but what happened next was not good. Isaac played favorites with his son, Esau, and Rebekah
played favorites with the other son, Jacob. This caused jealousy and a division between both the
parents and the brothers.
Esau loved to hunt. He loved to hunt so much that it is what he lived to do. Jacob would
much rather stay in the house and work. He was really smart, but not always honest. Together,
he and his mother make a plan to steal “the blessing” from his brother, Esau.
In that day the oldest son got the best inheritance. It was called the blessing. He became
the head of the family and was in charge of things. Now in this family Esau was the firstborn son,
so the blessing was rightfully his, but in our story today we will see what happens and all the
problems it causes. God wants us to love our family, but sometimes we make choices that hurt our
family. The story this week is a negative example of what we should not do in our families.
Read together Genesis 25:19-28 and 27:1-41

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
1. God answered prayer and caused Rebekah to become pregnant with twins. When Rebekah prayed
to the Lord, what four things did He tell her about her sons? (Genesis 25:23)
1. They would be the head of two different nations (Jews and Arabs). 2. They will fight with each other.
3. One will be stronger than the other. 4. The older will serve the younger.

2. These two boys were very different. That was OK, but something negative came out of this. What was
it? (Genesis 25:27,28)
Each parent treated their favorite son special. This is called favoritism. It causes jealousy and problems.

3. God had told Rebekah that Jacob would rule over Esau, but did God need her help to make this happen?
What did she do wrong here? (Genesis 27:1-13)
No! She deceived (tricked) her blind husband and encouraged her son, Jacob, to lie to his father.

4. How did Rebekah deceive her husband, Isaac? (Genesis 27:14-17)
1. Made his favorite meal. 2. Dressed Jacob in Esau’s clothes. 3. Covered Jacob’s arms with goat skin.

5. How did Jacob deceive his father, Isaac? (Genesis 27:18-20)
1. He lied that he was Esau. 2. He said God had provided the meat.

6. Was Isaac suspicious that this was Jacob? How do you know? (Genesis 27:21-27)
Yes. He made him come close so he could touch his skin, and smell his clothes.

7. So, Isaac blessed Jacob, but what happens then? (Genesis 27:28-35)
Esau came back and Isaac found out he had been deceived. They were both very sad and angry.

8. Then what happened between the brothers? (Genesis 27:41)
Esau hated Jacob and tried to kill him.

You can read of the “family reunion” in Genesis 32 and 33.

Apply
Game time- Get out as many sets of Dominoes as you have available.
With really young children get out simple blocks and build a tower. Talk about the frustration when
it keeps falling down or if someone knocks it down.
With dominoes begin to stand them side by side on a solid surface. Decide as a family what design
you would like to make. Set them up so when you are finished there will be a chain reaction as
they fall one by one against each other. Usually the dominoes fall over long before you are finished
and you have to start over time and again. As these accidents happen talk about the reactions of
different family members, especially if someone knocks them over on purpose. What if that person
said they were sorry? Would others still be mad ? Who would like to cry? Who would want to just
quit? As a parent it can be easy to play ’favorites’ with the children who can do it the way we want
it done. It is hard for all of us to forgive family members who do hurtful things on purpose,
especially if they do them again and again. It’s hard to forgive parents if we start thinking they are
playing favorites. Talk about how this makes everyone feel and be ready to pray about these
feelings.
If you have time take all the dominoes and make one big circle and carefully get in the middle as a
family. Pray together about the things you talked about before you decide who can knock the first
domino down.
If you don’t have dominoes or blocks get out baby pictures and talk about who looks like who in
your family. Compare parent’s baby pictures with children’s and even compare to other relatives, if
you have pictures of them. Do some relatives choose favorites or show jealousy? Talk about it and
how Jesus can help you choose to forgive.

Pray
Prayer timeWrite down specific prayer requests for those who are struggling with jealousy both in your family
and with relatives. Do you have grandparents that you need to forgive because it feels like they
have played favorites? Pray that each of you will be able to be honest and pray about these things.
When you reflect at this negative example of family love ask the Lord how He would want your
family to show I Corinthian 13 kind of Love. Check back at your prayer journal for the specifics you
wrote down to pray about two weeks ago. In the power and name of Jesus your family can break
the stronghold that families have over areas of jealousy and favoritism. The un-forgiveness that
can separate families for years can be broken and Jesus can heal the broken-hearted just like He
said He came to do. Isaiah 61:2-4.

LOVE Your Neighbor
Week 4
Read
Pastor Tom grew up in a family where his Dad and Mom were always helping people. His Dad
hated to see someone stranded beside the road with vehicle problems. Sometimes it was a young Mom with
a flat tire or a stalled car. He would pull over and see what the problem was and often change the tire or see
if he could get the car started. If he couldn’t he would offer them a ride to where they needed to go.
Sometimes they would all help if the car needed to be pushed out of the street. People were usually very
thankful for his Dad’s help and sometimes offered him money. He would smile and say they didn’t need to
pay him, he was just glad to help. It made Tom feel good to know they were helping out a person who
needed someone to care for them, even if they were a stranger.
Tom’s Mom loved to help people too. She would go visit people in the nursing home. She would
read the Bible to them or rub lotion on their back or trim their toenails if they couldn’t do it for themselves.
Sometimes Tom got to go along with her and it made him happy that his Mom cared for them in this way.
Tom’s parents both worked a lot, but they always took time in their busy schedules to help
strangers. In our Bible Story today Jesus tells a story about someone in need, who couldn’t help
themselves. He tells the story in answer to a question by a proud, religious leader. Here is the question,
“Who is my neighbor?”

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
1. A proud, religious man asked Jesus a question about how to inherit eternal life, but Jesus knew
that he was not really interested in that. He wanted to prove how good of a man he was. So,
the man asked a second question. What was it? v. 29
Who is my neighbor?

2. Jesus answered his question by telling a story. What happened to the Jewish traveler in the
story Jesus told? v. 30
.The bandits or robbers stole his possessions, beat him up and left him to die.

3. When a priest was traveling by and saw the man he crossed over to the other side of the road
and did not stop to help the man. Why do you think he did this? v. 31
Maybe he didn’t want to get involved, was in a hurry or just didn’t care. The Bible doesn’t say why.

4. Next a Temple Assistant, also a religious man, not only saw the injured man but went over and
looked at him, but then went on his way. Why do you think he did this? v. 32
Maybe he thought the man was dead already or he did not want to get his hands dirty. We don’t really know.

5. Finally, a foreigner, a Samaritan, who the Jews hated, stopped and helped the man. He did five
things to help this stranger. What were they? vs, 33-35
He felt compassion, soothed and bandaged his wounds, took him to an inn (hotel), and paid for his care.

6. Now Jesus asks a question. Which of the three men was a good neighbor? v. 36
Obviously, the foreigner, a Samaritan who helped this injured Jewish stranger.

7. What was the last thing Jesus says in this story? v. 37

Apply
Drama time– Who is my neighbor?
Quiz your children by asking what they can remember of today’s true story from the Word of God.
Assign parts: 1) Rich Man 2) Jesus 3) Jewish traveler 4) Robbers 5) Priest 6) Temple assistant
7) Despised Samaritan
Now act out the story. This is one of the best ways for your children to remember it. Think of
specific names for each of the assigned parts that would help your children identify it with today’s
context. Think of someone you know from another country or culture (or someone that just doesn’t
like your family). What if they had been in some kind of accident or situation that left them hurt and
all alone. Let’s say Pastor Paul drives by too fast and doesn’t have time to stop. Then, Pastor Tom
happens to go by and sees the situation but realizes he doesn’t know the person so keeps on
going. Next your Dad sees the person and knows it’s someone who doesn’t like your family for
some reason, but he stops and helps in every way possible. How does that make you feel? Think
about the “neighbor” in your life. How willing are you to help people you don’t like or that don’t like
you?

Key Verse chosen to memorize from:
I Corinthians 13 (perhaps verse 13)
Three things will last forever– faith, hope, and love But the greatest of these is LOVE.

Pray
Prayer Make a list of “neighbors.” Think of the people in each of your lives that you seldom talk to. Think
of people that are hurting or lonely. Ask God how He would want you to show His love to them.
Pray that God will open your eyes to people at work, at school, at church, at home that you have
never noticed before. As you surrender yourself to love like the Good Samaritan you must be
yielded to God’s Spirit so you will be obedient to His promptings to help others. We need God’s
wisdom because sometimes it is not safe to stop at an accident or emergency situation. But we can
always pray! We need to be obedient if God wants us to do something more.
Make sure you add specific requests or situations to your Prayer Journal. Thank God for answers
to prayer.

