Talk
Week 1
Read
For the month of September we will be looking at God’s pattern for discipleship. In Deuteronomy
6:1-9 God clearly communicates through Moses His design and intent for the home and family. In
order to understand who Moses is speaking to, we need to understand some history of the nation of
Israel. In 1446 BC God lead the Israelites out of Egypt in what is known as the Exodus, the “going
out.” The generation that left Egypt disobeyed God and because of their unbelief and disobedient
God pronounced judgment on them and all the adults over 20 years of age died in the wilderness,
as they wandered for 40 years. This was the first generation.
In Deuteronomy 6 (our passage for this week) Moses is speaking to the children of those that died
in the wilderness, or the second generation. He is clearly instructing them about how he wants
them to live and teach their children. This is the Great Commission of the Old Testament to the
nation of Israel. This is the pattern of discipleship that God established around 1410 BC, a pattern
that was repeated to the Church in Matthew 28:19,20. Let’s look together at what the Lord
specifically commands them to do. Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9 together as a family.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
What did God tell Moses to teach this second generation?
To obey His commands vs. 1,2

Moses gives three keys to discipling the third generation, their children
Key # 1 - TALK - Our Confession, Acknowledging God for who He is. v. 4
What is verse 4 teaching? Why is this truth so important to pass on?
That the Lord is “one of a kind,” unique. We will only worship Him, and not other gods., .

Key # 2 - WALK - Our Commitment, Loving the Lord with all we are. vs. 5,6
What is verse 5 teaching? Why is this truth so important to pass on?
That we love God with all that we are and have. So many people say they love God, but their actions don’t
show it. When we obey God, and do what He says, we show we love Him. Our heart is the part of us that
feels. Our soul is the part of us that thinks and decides. Our strength is what we do with our bodies..

Key # 3 - TELL, Our Reproduction, Modeling truth before our children and grandchildren
What does the word “teach” mean? v. 7
Teaching is intentional but with more emphasis on modeling than telling information. “Just do it!”

Think of ways you can teach and learn as a family in the following settings:
“sit” at home?
“walk” on the road?
“lie down” going to bed?
“rise up” getting up?

How are you doing? What do you need to change? What will you change this week?

Apply
Create Time For each member of your family make a four quadrant accountability chart to tape up or put on the
fridge. Or you can print off the one included in this packet.
For years many people have used the symbol “X” and “0” at the end of a letter or card to
communicate they are sending kisses and hugs ( “X” meaning kisses, and “0”meaning hugs). This
week the “X” will be like giving God a “kiss.” Mark an “X” (in the appropriate quadrant) if you tell
God you love Him that day. The “0” will be like giving God a hug. Mark an “O” (in the appropriate
quadrant) if you talked with your family about God that day. Our desire for the week is to have at
least 4 to 7 “X”s and “0”s in each quadrant for each family member. As a family decide if a reward is
needed for those who did their best before next Sunday. (Unless you want to bring your chart to
church and show it to Pastor Tom or Janet for a Hug from them so we know if you understood this
R.E.A.P).
As a family be creative in thinking of other ways to remember your love for God. Are there ways
you could write this on the door posts of your house? Find a repaintable surface by your back door
and write for your family to remember, “The LORD is our God, The LORD alone. And we love Him!”
Or you can write with a crayon on your bathroom mirror so you see it on your forehead.
(Demonstrate to little children how this can be cleaned off.)

Key Verse to sing (or memorize from your favorite version): Deuteronomy 6:5
You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your heart

Pray
Start a prayer journal if you do not have one. PRAY for specific ways you can show God you love
Him this week: as you Sit at home…., Walk on the road…, Going to bed…, Getting Up….
Record what your family prays about so you can remember and record the answers.
Don’t forget to thank God for a family that can learn these things together!

Walk
Week 2
Read
This month we are studying God’s model of discipleship for the family. It involves three keys:
Talk, Walk and Tell. Do you remember? Take a moment to review what you learned and what you
decided to do differently at the end of last week’s Family Focus. How did you do this week?
This week we want to look at whether or not the people that Moses taught (2nd generation)
obeyed God. In order to understand the verses that we will be looking at this week, some words
need to be explained. Baal was an idol that the other nations that lived by Israel worshipped. They
offered sacrifices to him and added immoral activities to their worship. Ashtoreth was a female idol,
that was Baal’s pretend wife. Last week in Deuteronomy 6, Moses was speaking to the second
generation (children) of the Israelites that came out of Egypt. In these verses the second
generation is referred to in verses 6 and 7. The third generation (grandchildren) is mentioned in
verse 10. There are 30 years of history that take place between Deuteronomy 6 and Judges 2.
Joshua was the leader that God chose after Moses died. Read Judges 2:6-15 together as a family.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
How long did the people of Israel serve and worship the Lord?
Until Joshua and the other leaders from his generation died vs. 6,7

After that generation got old and died, what did the next generation do?
They did not acknowledge the Lord or remember the mighty things he had done. v. 10

Who did this generation worship? What does the Bible say they did?
They worshiped the gods of the people around them. They “did evil, served the images, abandoned the Lord,
went after other gods, worshiping the gods, angered the Lord, abandoned the Lord. vs. 11-13

How did the Lord react to their disobedience?
He was angry with them, handed them over to raiders, fought against them. vs. 14,15

If God was angry, is it OK to get angry? About what?
Disobedience, Idolatry, or wrong choices

If an idol is something in our lives that we allow to take the place of God, what could idols be in your
lives and your family?
What do you think the Lord would have you do about these idols? What do you need to change?
What will you change this week?

Apply
Craft Time Get Modeling clay, Play Dough, or make this easy Salt Dough as a family.
Salt Dough Recipe
Mix together 1 Cup Flour, 1/2 Cup Salt, and 1/2 Cup Water.
(too sticky add more flour, too dry and crumbly add a little water)
In India almost everywhere you look there are idol’s made out of stone. People ask these idol’s for
things. These idols may have ‘ears’ but they cannot hear, or “eyes’ but they cannot see (Psalm
115:4-7). We love and pray to a living God who can see and hear us. Can you create something
from the Salt Dough that could answer your prayer? Have fun trying to make your favorite animal,
food, or car out of the Salt Dough. Talk about things we sometimes put before God in our lives.
Bake, paint, and save these as reminders of what NOT to worship. Or take a small piece of Salt
Dough and shape it into a heart as seen on www.Pinterest.com (double fingerprint heart pendant
pinned from chris-parry.co.uk) and put your thumbprint on it, bake with a hole to later put a string
through and tie it on your hand. Or make a cross you can carry as a reminder in your car.

Sing or memorize our Key Verse Deuteronomy 6:5:
You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your heart,
You must love the LORD your God with all your heart, soul, and strength.

Pray
Pray and ask God to show you what you may have for an idol in your life. Be quiet as a family long
enough to see if God brings anything specifically to someone’s mind. Be willing to confess,
agreeing with God, that you have put that as more important than your love for God or His Word.
Use the following prayer as an example and fill in the blanks or put in your own words.
“Lord I confess to You that I have let __________ become an idol in my life. I ask you to forgive
me and I choose to give You first place in my heart. I love you Lord.”

Tell
Week 3
Read
This month we have been studying God’s design for discipleship in the home and family. It
is so important that we TALK of who God is, the one and only true God. Then that we “WALK our
talk,” loving Him with all our heart, soul and strength. And finally, that we TELL the importance of
these things to our children in everyday living. This week we want to understand what we are to tell
our children and remember all the Lord has done for us.
Our ability to remember is a gift from God. As we retell stories of things that have happened
to us in the past we are reminded of how much our lives have changed and how far we have come.
It helps us to be thankful to the Lord for all He has done to deliver us from sin, death and hell.
Some people call this our “testimony,” or our story.
In our passage today Moses tells the people that when their children ask them about why
they believe what they believe and do what they do, they are to tell their story!
Read Deuteronomy 6:20-25 together as a family.

Explore
(suggested answers are in italics)
Children always ask questions. What question did Moses say their children would ask?
What the laws, decrees and regulations that we obey mean? v. 20

After that generation died, what did the next generation do?
They did not acknowledge the Lord or remember the mighty things he had done. v. 10

What were the parents to tell the children in answer to their questions?
About the history of their families. About slavery in Egypt and God’s deliverance. v. 21

What were the miraculous (from the word “miracle”) things God had done?
Look up Exodus 4:1-10, 7:14-25, 15:15-28,

Why were they to obey?
So the Lord would continue to bless them and preserve their lives. v. 24

What is your story of deliverance? Salvation? God doing the miraculous in your life to save you?
Take some time to tell your children why you are following the Lord and obeying him.
Ask your children if they have a story of deliverance from sin, answered prayer, or salvation. If not,
take the opportunity to explain the gospel to them and ask them if they are ready to trust Christ to
forgive their sin and become their Savior.

Apply
Game Time- “Telephone Game”
Make some popcorn for a snack and sit in a circle on the floor as a family. Whisper something like,
“I kiss my wife because I love her.” Have the child whisper whatever they heard to the next person.
Have the last person say what they heard out loud. Was the first truth spoken, repeated
accurately? We are to repeat truth to our children again and again. And the desire is that they will
grow up and repeat it again and again to their children. Let each person take a turn starting the
game.
“Telephone Pictionary” (game for teens and children that can read and write sentences)
Cut up white 8 1/2 x 11 paper into 1/4 pieces and staple together the amount of the number of the
people playing. (Do enough for everyone playing to have their own scratch pad.) Everyone starts at
the same time by writing their own sentence (some family truth). Next pass it to the person on their
right who reads it, flips that page over and proceeds to draw a picture of what the sentence
communicated. The next person looks at the picture and writes down what they think the picture
communicates. The next person reads only what the person wrote last and proceeds to draw a
picture of that. It is really fun to read and show all the pictures at the end when your sentence has
returned to you. Just like the “telephone game” you will get a good laugh at how things were
communicated. Remind your family that learning the Word of God will help you communicate truth
to the next generation.

Key Verse start memorizing it:
Deuteronomy 6: 4&5 (NLT)
“Listen, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.
And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart,
With all your soul, and all your strength.

Pray
Earlier you talked as a family about stories of deliverance from sin, salvation, or answered prayer.
Take time to record these in your prayer journal. If you can’t think of any specific things ask God in
prayer to show you how He has been at work. You can even call grandparent’s or spiritual
grandparent’s to ask them to share with your family the ‘miracles’ they have seen. Take time to
thank God for these!

