
 

 

 

 

Pneuma Book Award 

Presented Annually by the Society for Pentecostal Studies 

Revised June 2011 

 

I. Purpose of the Award:  

 

To honor a book each year that represents a significant achievement in scholarship related to 

Pentecostal and Charismatic studies that parallel the interest groups of the Society for 

Pentecostal Studies. 

 

II. Nominations and Evaluations:  

 

The Interest Group Chairs will nominate to the Editorial Committee potential books for 

consideration. (The Editorial Committee should not be composed of more than two IGLs at any 

one time.) The list of nominations can be supplemented by the editor(s) and book review editor 

of PNEUMA: The Journal of the Society for Pentecostal Studies. The Editorial Committee, 

including the editor(s) of PNEUMA, who are ex officio members, will then decide on which 

book should receive the award. 

 

III. Timeline:  

 

The PNEUMA book award is announced each year at the annual meeting of the Society for 

Pentecostal Studies (SPS), according to the following schedule: 

 

April  Journal editor(s) receive nominations from the SPS Interest Group Leaders 

Criteria for nomination:  

- book should have been published no more than three years from the time it is 

nominated (i.e., nominations submitted May 2010 for the 2011 award should 

be for books published in 2007 and after);  

- authors of books do not need to be Society members for their books to be 

nominated and considered for the award so long as the book is relevant to 

Pentecostal-Charismatic scholarship; 

- self-nominations are prohibited, although since interest group chairs are not 

precluded from nominating books in their interest group area alone, 

nominations of books authored or edited by interest group leaders are still 

possible; 

- the same author cannot receive the award more than once in any five-year 

period and not more than three times over the course of his/her lifetime; 

- normally, edited books will not be considered for the award. 

 

May  Journal editor(s) and SPS Editorial Committee decide on three finalist volumes 

Criteria for finalist volumes:  

- a book cannot be a finalist more than twice 

- standing members of the Committee are usually exempt from consideration 

for receiving the award in order to avoid an obvious conflict of interest; 

should a standing member’s book be nominated, and there is consensus of the 



 

 

 

 

Editorial Committee to consider his or her book, the member could agree to 

withdraw from the evaluation process for that year 

- journal editor(s) are usually exempt from consideration for receiving the 

award in order to avoid an obvious conflict of interest; should a standing 

journal editor’s book be nominated, and there is consensus of the Editorial 

Committee to consider his or her book, the person could agree to withdraw 

from the evaluation process for that year – if the journal has co-editors, the 

other editor will take full responsibility of chairing the evaluation process 

going forward 

- candidates must be willing to be considered and to attend the Society to 

receive the award in person if selected 

 

June                 Journal editor(s) contact publishers of finalist volumes in order to secure review 

copies for themselves and the Editorial Committee, and contact authors to 

inform them of the nomination and secure from them a commitment to attend 

the next meeting should their book be chosen 

 

September Journal editor(s) confirm with Editorial Committee that they have copies of books 

 

November Journal editor(s) remind Editorial Committee evaluations are due New Year’s day 

Criteria:  

- quality of research 

- effectiveness of argumentation 

- significance to the guild of which it is a part (as well as to Pentecostal-

charismatic research) 

 

January           Journal editor(s) tabulate evaluations & arrive at a final decision in email 

discussion – or conference call if necessary – with the Editorial Committee, 

and contact winner to confirm s/he can attend the meeting, so that he or she 

can plan accordingly  

 

February SPS secretary/treasurer prepares the letter of gratitude and check for disbursement 

 

March  Journal editor(s) announce winning author/volume at annual meeting 

 

April                Journal editor(s) ensure that winner author/volume announcement appears in fall 

issue of the journal 

 

IV. Nature of the Award: 

 

A copy of the book with an inscription by the Editor and signed by many of the membership.  

A letter of gratitude by the Executive Secretary on behalf of the Society. 

A $500 cash award (which could cover most of the cost of attending the meeting). 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

PNEUMA Book Award Finalists [F] & Winners [W]: 

 

2016: Leah Payne. Gender and Pentecostal Revivalism: Making a Female Ministry in the Early Twentieth Century 

(Palgrave Macmillan, 2015). [W] 

Allan Anderson, To the Ends of the Earth: Pentecostalism and the Transformation of World Christianity, 

Oxford. [F] 

Melissa Archer, Pentecostal Engagement with Worship in the Apocalypse. Harvard CPT Press. [F] 

Gaston Espinosa, Latino Pentecostals in America, Harvard. [F] 

Chris Green, Sanctifying Interpretation: Vocation, Holiness, and Scripture, CPT Press. [F] 

Louis William (Bill) Oliverio, Theological Hermeneutics in the Classical Pentecostal Tradition: A 

Typological Account, Brill. [F] 

 

2015: Angela Tarango, Choosing the Jesus Way: Native American Pentecostals and the Fight for the Indigenous 

Principle (University of North Carolina Press, 2014) [W] 

A. J. Swoboda, Tongues & Trees: Toward a Pentecostal Ecological Theology (Deo, 2014) [F] 

Kate Bowler. Blessed: A History of the American Prosperity Gospel (Oxford University Press, 2013) [F] 

Joseph W. Williams, Spirit Cure: A History of Pentecostal Healing (Oxford University Press, 2013) [F] 

Christopher Stephenson, Types of Pentecostal Theology (OUP, 2012) [F] 

 

2014 Steven M. Studebaker, From Pentecost to the Triune God: A Pentecostal Trinitarian Theology (Eerdmans, 

2012). [W] 

Daniela Augustine, Pentecost, Hospitality, and Transfiguration: Towards a Spirit-Inspired Vision of Social 

Transformation (CPT Press, 2013). [F] 

Calvin White Jr., The Rise to Respectability: Race, Religion, and the Church of God in Christ (University 

of Arkansas, 2012). [F] 

 

2013 Lisa P. Stephenson, Dismantling the Dualisms for American Pentecostal Women in Ministry: A Feminist-

Pneumatological Approach (Brill 2012) [W] 

Stanley M. Burgess, Christian Peoples of the Spirit: A Documentary History of Pentecostal Spirituality 

from the Early Church to the Present (New York University Press, 2011) [F] 

 Nimi Wariboko, The Pentecostal Principle: Ethical Methodology in New Spirit (Eerdmans, 2011) [F] 

 

2012 Estrelda Alexander, Black Fire: One Hundred Years of African American Pentecostalism (IVP Academic, 

2011) [W] 

Mark Cartledge, Testimony in the Spirit: Rescripting Ordinary Pentecostal Theology (Ashgate, 2010) [F] 

Amos Yong, In the Days of Caesar: Pentecostalism and Political Theology (Eerdmans, 2010) [F] 

 

2011  Gary B. McGee, Miracles, Missions and American Pentecostalism (Orbis Books, 2010) [W] 

Claudia Währisch-Oblau, The Missionary Self-Perception of Pentecostal/Charismatic Church Leaders 

from the Global South in Europe: Bringing Back the Gospel (Brill, 2009) [F] 

Matthew Sutton, Aimee Semple McPherson and the Resurrection of Christian America (Harvard University 

Press, 2008) [F] 

 
2010 Paul Alexander, Peace to War: Shifting Allegiances in the Assemblies of God (Cascadia, 2009). [W] 

Anthea Butler, Women in the Church of God in Christ: Making a Sanctified World (University of North 

Carolina Press, 2007). [F] 

Wolfgang Vondey, People of Bread: Rediscovering Ecclesiology (Paulist Press, 2008). [F] 

 

2009  David Reed, In Jesus Name: The History and Beliefs of Oneness Pentecostals (Deo Publishing, 2008). [W] 

Anthea Butler, Women in the Church of God in Christ: Making a Sanctified World (University of North 

Carolina Press, 2007). [F] 

 

2008: Allan Anderson, Spreading Fires: The Missionary Nature of Early Pentecostalism (SCM Press and Orbis 

Books, 2007). [W] 

 

 



 

 

 

 

2007: Cecil M. Robeck Jr., The Azusa Street Mission and Revival: The Birth of the Global Pentecostal Movement 

(Nelson Reference & Electronic, 2006). [W] 

 

2006: Edmund Rybarczyk, Beyond Salvation: Eastern Orthodoxy and Classical Pentecostalism on Becoming Like 

Christ (Paternoster Press, 2004). [W] 

 

2005: Amos Yong, Spirit-Word-Community: Theological Hermeneutics in Trinitarian Perspective (Ashgate 

Publishing, 2002). [W] 

 

2004: Douglas Jacobson, Thinking in the Spirit: Theologies of the Early Pentecostal Movement (Indiana University 

Press, 2003). [W] 

 

2003: Grant Wacker, Heaven Below: Early Pentecostals and American Culture (Harvard University Press, 2001). 

[W] 

 

 

 


