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What is a disciple?  When you just read that question, 

what was the first thing that popped into your mind?  

Did you picture that rag tag group of twelve guys who 

followed Jesus around during His time on earth?  Did 

you picture some elite group of Super-Christians?  Or 

did you picture yourself?  The fact is, if you are a 

believer, if you have placed your trust in Christ Jesus 

as your one and only hope for justification with God, 

then you ARE a disciple.  A disciple is a follower; one 

who follows Jesus, and that is what every Christian is 

called to do. 

When Jesus went public, one of the first things He did 

was prayerfully choose twelve disciples.  That was far 

more than just a title; following Jesus meant leaving 

everything they knew, everything they were, everything 

they hoped to be.  It meant a new identity, a new 

community and a whole new way of living.  And the 

cost of being one of those disciples 

was…well…everything!  Peter, one 

of those first disciples understood 

this, listen to what he said to Jesus 

in Mark 10:28-31, “Peter began to 

say to him, „See, we have left 

everything and followed you.‟  Jesus 

said, „Truly, I say to you, there is no 

one who has left house or brothers 

or sisters or mother or father or 

children or lands, for my sake and 

for the gospel, who will not receive 

a hundredfold now in this time, 

houses and brothers and sisters and 

mothers and children and lands, 

with persecutions, and in the age to 

come eternal life.  But many who are 

first will be last, and the last first.‟”  

dis·ci·ple noun 1. one of 

the 12 personal followers of 
Christ. 2. any follower of 
Christ. 3. a person who is a 
pupil or an adherent of the 
doctrines of another; follower.  



Peter knew that being a true 

disciple meant leaving and 

following.  Jesus confirms this 

and says that it‟s worth it, both 

in this life and in eternity.  But 

He also points out that the cost 

of following Him is real; there 

will be persecutions, there will 

be hardships.   

On another occasion Jesus 

described discipleship to a 

crowd that was following Him 

around.  He said, “If anyone 

comes to me and does not hate 

his own father and mother and 

wife and children and brothers 

and sisters, yes, and even his 

own life, he cannot be my 

disciple.  Whoever does not 

bear his own cross and come 

after me cannot be my 

disciple… So therefore, any one 

of you who does not renounce 

all that he has cannot be my 

disciple.” (Luke 14:26-33)  Jesus was essentially saying, you 

must love Me above all else or you cannot be My disciple.  I‟m 

sure those words were shocking and disturbing to many in the 

crowd that day:  “What did He just say, „renounce all that I 

have,‟ wait a second, I‟m willing to follow Him around, I‟m 

willing to eat the food He miraculously provided, I‟m even 

willing to call myself a follower, but that‟s as far as I am 

willing to go.”  When Jesus started spelling out the true cost of 

being a disciple, the Bible says that many abandoned Him, 

they turned away unwilling to surrender everything to follow.   

The truth is the definition of discipleship, the cost of 

following, has not changed since Jesus first spoke it.  The 

question is, does your picture of being a disciple line up with 

the picture Jesus painted?  Have you personally counted and 

embraced the cost of being a true disciple, a follower of Jesus?  

Whether you are confident in your answer to these questions 

or not, I want to invite you to explore what the life of a 

disciple looks like this fall.  Together we will dig in to the book 

of Philippians where Paul describes the extreme life of a Christ

-follower.  I want to urge you to dive in whole heartedly to this 

study and to ask God to reveal where you are really at when it 

comes to following Him; when it comes to being a true 

disciple.  

Jim Johnson 



Emily Senn 

Breakout Leader 

 

 If you’ve ever been near the 

youth room on a Tuesday night at 

SPCC, you’ve probably felt the energy 

in the room. That’s because it’s full of 

first through 5th graders having fun and 

learning about Jesus. During that time 

the kids also have an opportunity to 

choose a class. The classes 

range from cooking to 

d i s c i p l e s h i p .  Y e p , 

discipleship. 

 Kids who are 3rd 

through fifth grade have 

the option to join in 

Breakout, our children’s 

discipleship program. The 

kids work through Bible 

studies during the week 

and interact together with 

a leader on Tuesday night 

about what they learned. 

They also learn scripture 

and if they are involved for 

the whole program (3 

years) they end their 

experience with a mission trip to apply 

what they’ve learned. What better 

person to tell you about this discipleship 

program then a student who just 

finished the three-year program. Emily 

Senn is just such a student. 

DOING 

D I S C I -

PLESHIP 

K I D 

STYLE. 
 “I first went to Breakout because I thought it would be fun 

to go to all of the activities they go to (after meeting goals), such 

as bowling and ice skating. But once I went to Breakout, I realized 

that it wasn’t all about the fun and games, but to learn about 

God’s Word and about Him,” Emily says. “I focused more on 

God and didn’t really think so much about the activities.” 

 Emily enjoyed studying together with other students. 

“We learned more about each other and watched and helped 

each other grow in Christ. I think that through Breakout I’ve 

gotten to learn tons about Jesus that I had no idea of before.” 

 Emily’s parents Jon and Linda enjoyed 

helping Emily with her Breakout homework 

and helping her memorize scripture. “My 

Mom and Dad gave me support,” Emily says. 

 At the end of her three years in the 

Break Out discipleship program, Emily took a 

ministry trip to Blodgett, Oregon with her 

peers. 

 “It was tons of fun!” says Emily. “Every 

student gets to help out in a VBS class. I got 

the preschool class, which was very fun. It 

was neat to see kids learning about Jesus. We 

also did a community service project and 

helped clean out a cemetery.” 

 When asked what she learned from 

the Blodgett trip Emily said, “Preschoolers 

don’t have a very long attention span! But 

most importantly, I learned that God will help 

you out through the kinks in the way.” 

 Emily ends by encouraging others to give Breakout a try. “I 

would recommend Breakout to a person because if they already 

have a relationship with Jesus and would like to learn about Him 

and spend some quality time with Him, then they should definitely 

give Breakout a try!” 
 

By Stacey Johnson 

Emily Senn - Breakout Leader Extraordinaire 



NEW STARTS 



NEW STARTS 

Each Year around this time, things get a bit… crazy. Most of our ministries 

take a break for the summer, with their primary efforts from Fall to Spring. 

The following section of the Loop is dedicated to the ministries beginning/

happening in the next couple months. This will help you be in the know of the 

many activities starting this Fall!  

We are excited to see how the Lord God works in and through you as you get 

involved. 

SEPTEMBER 

starts 9/3 
Moms In Touch (MIT) Prayer Group--Resumes Sept 7th, 10am, Rm A-105. 

Come join moms of adult children (college age and above) every other Weds 

morning for one hour of scripture based prayer.  You will be encouraged, 

supported and loved by other moms sharing this particular season of 

parenting. 



For God, who said, “Let there be light in the 
darkness,” has made this light shine in our 
hearts so we could know the glory of God 
that is seen in the face of Jesus Christ. 
2 Corinthians 4:6 
 
Little Light completed its first year with 50 
little graduates in May. Dedicated and 
committed to offering the best in Christian 
Early Childhood Education, the school 
experienced the joy of working with families 
and their children in our church and 
community. The aim of Little Light Preschool 
is to provide a loving and nurturing Christian 
perspective that will foster positive self-
esteem and a child‟s acceptance of his or her 
role in life at home, at school, at play, and at 

church. 
We believe that each child 

learns by actively 
participating, exploring, 
and discovering 
(Proverbs 20:11). 
Children must be 
encouraged to ask 
questions, experiment, 
make choices, and 

propose solutions. In so 
doing, they will learn to 

assume responsibility for 
their own actions and feelings, and they will 
gain confidence in acting on their knowledge 
of the Bible and of their physical and social 
worlds. 
3-year-old Class –Activities in our center 
based curriculum are designed to maximize 
each child's individual growth by introducing 
a balance of spiritual, 
intellectual, social, 
emotional, and physical 

activities. The explorations 
of early learning skills 
include the areas of: 
dramatic play, science and 
art. Emphasis is placed on 
cooperative play as children practice their 
understanding of socially appropriate 
behavior. School readiness activities in pre-
reading, writing, counting, number 
recognition and problem solving are 

presented in a fun filled and purposeful 
manner. While children are learning, Little 
Light offers a secure and loving environment 
with established routines and schedules that 
fosters the development of the whole child.  
   
All students must be 
completely potty trained 
before being accepted 
into the 3-year-old 
program. 
 
4-year-olds/Pre-
Kindergarten 
Our Pre-Kindergarten 
program provides a 
wide variety of planned 
activities centered on preparing 4-year-olds 
to excel in Kindergarten. Educational 
activities are offered in areas of science, 
music, art, language and early reading and 
numbers, as well as, early math skills in 
our developmentally 
appropriate learning 
centers. Children work at 
activities to learn the 
alphabet and letter 
sounds, to learn 
numbers and simple 
math, and to master 
early writing skills. 
These centers are 
designed to maximize 
each child's individual 
growth by 
introducing a 
balance of 

spiritual, 
intellectual, social, emotional, 
and physical activities.  

 
Our new school year begins 
September 12th. We are still 
accepting applications for the 
coming year. Please pray with us 
as we continue to shine Christ‟s 

love into the lives of families and their 
children. Together we can encourage the 
“Little Light” of our lives to shine”. 
 
Lavaun Camp, Director of LLP 

starts 9/12 



starts 9/13 

Discovery Club 

For ages 3 thru 5th grade 

Tuesday nights beginning September 13th 2011 – June 12th 2012. 

Children ages 3-Kindergarten take part in a fun bible curriculum full of God‟s love for 

them that they will experience through games, crafts, song, and amazing Bible lessons. 

Students Ages 1-2 are discipled in both large and small groups and skills classes. 

Students 3-5th grade are discipled in both large and small groups and 

skills classes as well as have the opportunity to take part in deeper 

discipleship through the Breakout program.  
 

Opportunities to serve in Discovery Club: 

Children love to learn new skills. As a skills leader or assistant you will 

teach a skill or hobby to a small group of children. The possibilities are 

as varied as the teachers skills. We have had horsemanship classes, 

basketball skills, cooking, art, and Radio Controlled Cars. What is your 

favorite hobby? That might be a great skills class! Let the kids see 

Jesus lived out in your life as you mentor them. 

We are also looking for lead and assistant teachers for our preschool 

classes as well. 

Contact Pastor Duane at ext 2226 or Ms. Diona at ext 2230 for more 

information on how to get involved! 

starts 9/15 
Because Mothering Matters 

SPCC is excited to be entering into its sixth year of MOPS – an 

international organization that exists to encourage, equip and 

develop every mother of preschoolers (ages conception thru 

kindergarten) to realize her potential as a woman, mother, 

and leader in the name of Jesus Christ. 

MOPS begins September 13 and meets every Tuesday from 

9:00 AM -12:00 PM. For registration information call Tiffany 

Llanos at 360.618.2270. Visit our website at www.wix.com/

smokeypoint/mops 

For information about volunteering, call Sarah 

Cookston at 425.232.7472.  



O u r 

Teen MOPS program 

will be starting its third year 

in September here at SPCC. 

We have enjoyed the past 

two years and look forward 

to see what God has 

planned for us in the 

upcoming year. We 

have had the opportunity to share 

Jesus with over twenty different young mom‟s 

and are excited to see some attending SPCC now.  

At Teen MOPS we try to meet the girl‟s needs 

both spiritually and practically. A lot of these young 

moms have limited funds and still live at home with 

their parents. We try to show them the love of Jesus 

each time we get together. We could really use your 

help in meeting these needs. First, we ask that you 

remember these moms and their children in your 

prayers and ask that God will soften their hearts to 

the message of salvation. Second, we will be having a 

diaper drive during September and October and 

ask if you are able to help out by bringing in a 

box of diapers during that time.  

Lastly, we try to provide dinner 

for the girls during our meeting times. This 

has turned out to be a blessing for everyone 

involved as it gives us time to get to know these 

girls and share into their lives and a lot of the 

times it is the only time these girls have a “family” 

type meal. We rely on Life Groups and individuals 

to help provide these meals, so if you are 

interested in helping provide a meal, please call 

Tamie, 360.659.2844 at the church office. It is 

through these practical ways of loving others that 

they might come to know Jesus as their Savior, 

please join us in loving these young moms 

well. 



starts 9/15 

This year, the Women‟s Bible Study 

will be following along with the all

-church study in Philippians. Meets 

Thursdays 9:30 AM to Noon. 

Childcare is not provided. 

This Fall‟s all-church 8 week 

study is: Extreme Living; A Study 

in Philippians. 

As usual, this all-church study is 

a  se rmon se r ies ,  wi th 

accompanying daily Study 

Guide. Life Groups have 

benefited a lot over the past few 

years doing these all-church 

studies together. If you‟re not in 

a Life Group yet, join one before 

Extreme Living begins! 

10/15-16. Living Brightly 

 

 

10/22-23. Living Recklessly 

 

 
 

10/29-30. Living Peacefully 

 
 

 

11/5-6. Living Generously 

 

9/17-18. Living Joyfully 

 

 

9/24-25. Living Extremely 

 

 

10/1-2. Living Courageously 

 
 

 

10/8-9. Living Harmoniously 



staRts 9/19 

 Divorce Care is a special weekly 

seminar and support group for people who 

are separated or divorced. It‟s a place 

where you can be around people who 

understand what you are feeling. It‟s a 

place where you can hear valuable 

information about ways to heal from the 

hurt of divorce.  

DivorceCare meets on Mondays at 7:00 PM 

in Room A102, starting September 19. For 

more information please contact Ruth 

Schindler through the Church Office at 

360.659.2844.  

september 18 



starts 9/25 

Our New Six Week Membership Class. Come learn about 

our church - Our Doctrine; our Core Values; and the 

Covenant of leadership to member, and member to 

church. This class is the process required to become a 

member of SPCC.  

We encourage anyone who calls SPCC their church home to 

take this step of commitment and participatory ownership 

of life at SPCC. At the end of the class, after any necessary 

meeting with our elders, participants will have the 

opportunity to covenant to the body at SPCC. Prayerfully 

consider this important, biblical step! 

OCTOBER 



October 1 

Greetings from Women’s Ministry, 

Well, you have probably heard it said before that women need women. 

But we think it goes deeper than that. Women need sisters and that’s 

what we are to one another in Christ. A sister is one who tells you 

when you have spinach in your teeth, her heart breaks when you fall 

short of God’s glory, and she cheers when you stand strong in God’s 

victory. This is our desire for Women’s Ministry, that we would 

encourage a culture for all women to find their treasure and security 

in Christ and therefore love one another well, with the strength God 

supplies.  

We hope women of all ages will come as we host a special breakfast on 

October 1st from 9 to 11. We are honored to hear from our very own 

Jamie Thompson who has been a member of SPCC for 15 years. You won’t 

want to miss this! There will also be a time of fellowship and if you 

would like to nurture your creative side there will be a craft project 

available upon pre registration. More details will be available soon. 

Hope to see you there! 

 

SPCC Women’s Ministry 

October 20 



Celebrate Freedom is a 

Program that will help you 

f i n d  f r e e d o m  f r o m 

addictions, and problem 

behaviors. 

We are looking forward to 

another start-up of our 

recovery program, called 

Celebrate Freedom (CF), 

beginning on November 

3rd, 2011. The program will 

run from November to May, 

on Thursday evenings from 

6:00 – 8:45 PM. 

 

So what exactly is CF? 

CF is a Christian 12-step 

program, in which we 

celebrate God‟s healing 

power by applying the 

transforming principles of 

God‟s Word to our personal 

lives and spiritual journey. 

By working and applying 

these biblical principles, we 

open the door to God‟s 

continuing work, as we 

become willing to accept 

God‟s grace and power to 

solve life‟s problems, 

instead of trying to handle it 

on our own. As God works 

in our lives, He enables us 

to grow spiritually, and 

become free from addictive, 

compulsive, destructive, and 

dysfunctional behaviors. As 

a result, this freedom from 

Christ brings peace, 

serenity, joy, and most 

importantly, a stronger 

relationship with God and 

others. As we move forward 

through the program, we 

discover our personal, 

loving and forgiving higher 

power – Jesus Christ, the 

one and only true Higher 

Power. 

CF takes place in recovery 

groups, where you will 

travel alongside of others. 

Our groups are gender-

s p e c i f i c ,  a n d  a r e 

intentionally directed by 

guidelines that keep groups 

safe, welcoming, respectful, 

and forward-moving. 

 

What life recovery 

issues does CF address? 

Our CF recovery program 

inc ludes groups for 

chemical dependency, co-

dependency, men‟s issues, 

and a wide variety of life 

hurts, bad habits, and hang

-ups. We have separate 

groups for men and women. 

Let me describe our specific 

groups: 

Chemical dependency – for 

those who are struggling 

with addiction to alcohol, 

drugs, or prescription 

medication. (Mens and 

Womens groups) 

Men‟s issues – for men who 

starts 11/3 

NOVEMBER 



are struggling with lust, pornography, jealousy, trust, or anger. (Mens group) 

Co-dependency – for those who struggle with a loss of personal identity, lack of 

boundaries, and have developed enabling behaviors that bring harm to yourself, or 

someone you love. (Womens group) 

Hurts, Habits, and Hang-ups – for those who struggle with, and are bound to the 

past, but are ready to find the healing and freedom Christ can give. (Mens & Women‟s 

groups) 

**In addition, this year we are including a brand new group addressing specifically 

the issue of anger. “Dealing with anger – yours and mine”. We have an 

experienced husband and wife team that will be teaching this class, and 

we invite couples to participate. (We will be providing more 

information as Fall approaches) 

Who can attend? 

We invite both folks from inside and outside the church. If you are struggling, or have 

a family member, neighbor, or friend in need, we would love to offer Celebrate 

Freedom. 

 

What if I have questions? 

For any questions regarding this program, please call Pastor Bryce for more 

information (360.659.2844). 

 

When can I sign up? 

You are welcome to sign up at the Welcome Center in the lobby, or let Pastor Bryce 

know you are coming, or you can just show up at 6 PM, on Nov. 3rd, in Room B201. 

We will describe the program that evening in more detail. 

 

CF leadership training: 9 – 12(Noon). Oct. 8,15,22. Room A104 



Last May’s blood drive had 34 donors regis-
tered, collected 30 pints of blood and 9 
first time donors! One pint of blood can 
save 3 lives, your blood drive will help the 
lives of 90 patients in our community hospitals 

throughout Western Washington. 

Next Blood Drive: November 14 @ SPCC 

november 14 

Blood Drive! 







hree months ago, 4 men covenanted together to 

spend time with Christ through His Word every day for 15 

weeks. They met weekly on Sunday mornings to share 

insights and questions from their daily devotional times 

and talk through some Scriptural truths of discipleship. 

Dan Wenceslao led these men through a course called 

“One on One With God,” teaching them principles of 

daily time in the Word for the purpose of knowing and 

honoring Christ. Their theme verse for this 15 week study 

is Phil 3:10, “That I may know Him and the power of His 

resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being 

conformed to His death in order that I may attain to the 

resurrection from the dead.” 

Following are some statements from guys about the 

affect this commitment has had in their lives. 

 

 

    

 During One on One I 

have developed a habit of reading God's word, Pray-

ing, and Meditating on God's word every morning.  I like 

to think of it as strategically placing my day in God's 

hands and trusting his plan for the day.   Proverbs pro-

vide daily bites of wisdom and reminders of God's 

promises, while the Old and New Testament combine 

to provide a picture of God's love and grace.  My day 

starts with Jesus as the center of my life and without this 

I would not have stayed calmly focused at work with the 

current situation my child is going through.   

     By memorizing verses I have been able to re-focus 

my mind and heart on God even in the worst of circum-

stances, and at any time.   With my child struggling 

through his special needs and our struggle with the 

school I lean on memory verses such as 1st Peter 5:7 

"Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for 

you"  and John 10:28 "I give them eternal life and they 

shall never perish.  No one can snatch them out of my 

hand".  These verses remind me I can rely on God's 

promises that my children are forever in his hand; that 

my worries about them can be entrusted to the Lord.    

     We are all bombarded by temptation in many ways 

every day. I commonly find myself repeating 1st Cor 

10:13 "No temptation has seized you except that which 

is common to man, and God is faithful; he will not allow 

you to be tempted beyond what you can bear.  But 

when you are tempted he will also provide a way out so 

that you can stand up under it."    God's promise to pro-

vide a way out turns me from temptation and helps me 

be an example of Christ to others so they can see that 

my faith is genuine.   

     There are so many more promises of God's grace 

and love that I would need hours to share all that I am 

learning.     

 

 

 

I could write a book on what a wonderful experi-

ence One on One discipleship has been, but I will try to 

be concise. It starts with “My determined purpose is to 

know him.”  That theme takes on more and more 

meaning through each week of the study. I have lived 

my whole life knowing about God. Now I have a real 

relationship with my Lord and Savior. Last year I read the 

whole Bible, but it was not easy, it was a chore. Now 

each day I look forward to my time in the Word; I de-

vour it. I used to wonder where people get the courage 

to evangelize, especially to potentially hostile recipients 

(Jehovah’s Witness or Mormons etc.) Now I know it does 

not come from knowledge of God, but from a personal 

relationship and understanding what His love is. This 

course has shown me how to actively seek Jesus and 

try to put each day fully in His control. In knowing Jesus 

more deeply, intimately, and personally I can share Him 

with everyone, and feel more clearly the presence of 

the Holy Spirit guiding each decision I make. 

   

 

 

Last December, the word “saturate” just did not come 

to my mind; “marinade”, yes, but not “saturate”. More 

recently it has begun showing up as four of us have been 



walking through a lifestyle changing tool that is intended 

to draw us closer to God. The verse that has been our 

theme is Philippians 3:10 (AMP), which states (in part) “For 

my determined purpose is that I may know Him ... pro-

gressively…become more deeply and intimately ac-

quainted with Him...” Saturating my life with Christ is only 

accomplished as I yield control of everything to Him and I 

struggle with that. I benefitted from studying the tech-

niques that would help me turn life over to Him. The tech-

niques of the study were not new, Scripture reading & 

memorization (that was tough), deliberate conversation, 

prayer and daily alone time with Christ. The point of it all 

was to renew the passion and focus that we once had 

when we first came to know Him. Additionally, we con-

centrated on the task that we have been given by Him, 

to make disciples. For me, this has brought into light the 

faces of three men that I know that I need to disciple, but 

have been ignoring. 

 

So, partnering with Anthony, Dave, Norm and Dan to rea-

lign to our determined purpose was important to me. 

These are men with passionate hearts for Christ and I 

have come to admire each of them. 

 

Pastor Jim recently challenged each of us to spend 3-

hours alone with God.  I suspect that he wants us to col-

lectively remember our determined purpose. I still have to 

mark that date & time on my calendar. How about you? 

 

 

 

When I agreed to take this One on One with God class I 

had no idea what it was going to do for me.  I thought it 

might give me a better understanding of what things I 

should be doing.  In the end, it made me a better per-

son.  At the end of last year, before I started this class I 

was lost. I knew I needed to go in a totally different direc-

tion.  I needed to pursue knowing Him through His Word.  

After starting the One on One with God class I felt like I 

was finally traveling in the right direction.  Reading new 

scripture each day and putting it to use, asking the im-

portant questions of what it tells me, and putting myself in 

the picture with the words really changed my way of 

reading.  I have learned that God’s Word, the Bible, is a 

love letter from God directly to me.  It is full of direction 

and correction, love and discipline, commands and 

promises, truth and eternity.  Knowing how God is direct-

ing me face to face through His Word helps me meditate 

on what it means and how to apply it to my life.  Reading 

each and everyday seemed like a chore at first, but 

quickly turned into a desire get more out of each 

day.  There is a lot of excitement in my heart now and I 

want to share it with everyone.   

I am now learning that sharing God with unbelievers is 

actually my duty as a disciple.  I am looking for different 

things in everyday people now so that I can recognize 

the signs of someone in search of God because I now 

feel comfortable sharing what I have learned.  Memoriz-

ing scripture (verses) is necessary for everyone because 

we can take different verses and share them with 

"seekers" and explain why it's important for all of us to 

know our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the church creating the Our Time with God read-

ing plan my devotional time in the word was sporadic at 

best and the slightest interruption would create an excuse 

to simply say "I don't have time".  By not being in the word 

on a consistent basis I wasn't able to draw on God's 

strength consistently to get me through any difficulties 

and frustrations I was dealing with either in the workplace 

or at home, instead I would just try to "power" through 

it......which has never been sufficient.  When the church 

introduced the reading plan last year I thought it would 

help as a way to keep me on track with a plan, however I 

didn't want it to be like following the law and that I was 

only doing it because I'm supposed to rather I wanted to 

know Christ better and what that means.  Initially the 

reading was a struggle because of the inexperience of 

More Discipleship Stories…. 



being in the word and particularly the Old Testament and 

all the difficult names.  After a few weeks the reading plan 

became only a "part" of my daily reading as I was also 

reading a Gospel or another book of the bible.  I realize 

now that the reading plan for me is part of my morning 

routine, I have a dedicated chair and its what I do first 

thing every morning, consistently M-F and generally one 

weekend day, funny thing is I rarely read the newspaper 

anymore.  I don't "power" through my day much anymore, 

I give that to God, he's plenty sufficient." 

 

 

 

One of the most important 

ways I have grown in Christ over the last year is through 

consistent time reading my Bible. I can’t emphasize the 

impact of this enough! Along with that I read as much as 

possible books, commentaries and use study guides to 

help me understand the Gospel and how to apply what I 

find in the Gospel to my life. 

   Classes offered here at SPCC have also been a great 

help to my growth. I don't seem to have enough of me to 

go around for all the great resources offered here. It’s ok 

though, it teaches me patience. 

– Noel Easton 

 

 

 

The Wiebe family is working on memorizing Ephesians, 

chapter one with their 4 boys – Austin (9), Caleb (7), 

Jacob (6) and Micah (5). Since September, Karen and I 

have had the privilege of having the Wiebe’s share our 

home as they raise financial support for their future 

work as missionaries in Africa. It has been a blessing to 

hear them practice their memory verses as a family. I 

asked Danny to share some thoughts about why they 

decided to memorize together with the boys and how 

they’ve seen it affect the family. – Pastor Tim  

Psalm 119 says, "I have hidden your word in my heart that I 

might not sin against you."  What better motivation is there 

for memorizing?  We want our boys to know God's Word so 

that they can grow in their knowledge of Christ and so that 

they can be equipped to fight against sin & tempta-

tion.  Over the years, we've picked specific passages that 

have given an opportunity for them to accomplish this.   

Since we started working on our memory verses, it's given 

us something really positive to do together as a fami-

ly.  While we're working on it together, we see each of our 

boys encouraging the other one and we laugh together 

when we get stuck. We work on it while we're driving 

around, and have just really enjoyed the unity it's brought 

to our family;  not to mention the core doctrines of the faith 

that we get to talk about as we're working through some of 

the harder words of our passage - like what it means that 

we have "redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

our trespasses", and how we can be encouraged by the 

truth that God "chose us in him before the foundations of 

the earth", and how we have been "sealed with the prom-

ised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of our inheritance until 

we acquire possession of it", and the list goes on.  They 

have been very successful at memorizing what we've 

asked them to and as we've talked through what the vers-

es mean and what God is teaching us through His Word, 

we've had some really great conversations about some 

really big ideas. 

And, personally, as I've meditated on the passage each 

day while working, driving around or whatever, God has 

been using His Word to reveal Himself to me in new ways, 

and confirming in my heart "old truths" that I've known for 

years, but have been blessed to be reminded of things like 

God's sovereignty and goodness, grace and power.  






We heard it for twelve years of our lives that 

felt like twenty-two, “homework is your first 

priority!” We stretch out that dozen into 

decades for our kids as well with the same line. 

But is it? Should it be? 

We look for great opportunities for our kids to 

develop skills and 

character, to have life-

changing experiences 

through music, sports, 

drama, or some other 

hobby. We have in our 

church family some 

great examples of 

each of the above! 

Each of them cost a 

great deal of time, 

money and energy. 

Each brings great 

sacrifice. We push for 

scholarship forms to 

be filled out, for 

perfect school 

attendance, we celebrate with our kids the 

opportunities of prom or tolo or homecoming 

dances (with all the trappings 

of tanning, cost of dresses, 

manicures, a limo, etc.). What 

are we saying about any of 

that? None of these things are 

necessarily in and of 

themselves wrong, but we are 

shouting messages to our 

kids every day, often 

oblivious to the content and 

impact of those sermons. 

To say that homework is first 

is the equivalent of saying 

that work is first after we finish school. Is it? I 

guess if we are looking for a life of being safe, 

of making sure we are responsible, that we 

have enough money and we are driven by fear 

that we may not, then absolutely; homework 

first! Our job is first! Once that is established, 

what comes 

next? Since work 

is first, then the 

money we gain 

from work 

becomes the 

most important 

thing in our lives. 

What we invest it 

in becomes more 

important than 

other things in 

life (we get more 

upset over an 

expensive object 

getting damaged 

than the 

emotional pain of a family member going 

through a struggle or the need of someone at 

Priorities 



church we said we would pray 

for…) Matthew 6:19-21. 

Where does that approach 

leave us? We are faithful to 

focus on school first so we get 

into a good college which 

enables us to get a good job 

which provides for us a more 

than adequate income so that 

we can live comfortably with 

confidence that our future is 

secure so that we can raise a 

family, provide for their needs 

and nurture them to do well in 

school so that they can go to a 

good college so that…  

Ecclesiastes 1. 

Then there is God. We claim 

faith in Him. We like to believe 

we are doing our best to raise 

up our children to be women 

and men of faith. We say that 

God is the most important 

thing in our lives and may 

even believe it! Let me ask you 

to take inventory and ask 

yourself when that has shown 

up recently. When was the last 

time you sacrificed something 

really important because you 

noticed it would have gotten in 

the way of fully pursuing Jesus 

as your first priority? Are we 

spiritually handicapping our 

children by unintentionally 

training them to believe that 

God is first but in reality 

relegating Him to a portion of 

our lives down the priority list. 

Is the concept of living by faith 

a nice idea but one that never 

shows up in our real lives? Has 

your faith brought you to 

places of significant risk where 

you needed 

God to show 

up or you 

would be in 

trouble? Do 

you really 

believe that if 

you did He 

would come 

through? 

School is here 

and we have a new 

opportunity to shape the 

minds and hearts of our 

children. We have another 

season of opportunities to live 

out what that looks like in our 

own context as models of faith 

in Christ. How will that look in 

your family? Will church and 

faith take a backseat to school 

and chores? Will club sports 

take precedent to youth group 

because of the amount of 

money invested in it? In the 

end, sixty years from now 

what will make a bigger 

difference (not to mention 

sixty thousand years from 

now!)? 

Like most idols we create in 

life, school, sports, dances, 

etc. are not the problem. The 

problem is that we succumb to 

the cadence of our culture and 

place twisted values on them. I 

am confident that most of our 

students can 

get a 4.0 and 

do very well in 

at least one 

extra-

curricular 

activity 

without 

removing God 

from first 

place in their 

lives. But it 

will require risk. It won‟t be 

safe. We will need to be willing 

to live counter-culturally to do 

so. Will you? What will be the 

impact of the daily sermons 

your life preaches this school 

year? 

Pastor Byron 

 

But the Lord answered 

her, “Martha, Martha, you 

are anxious and troubled 

about many things, but 

one thing is neces-

sary. Mary has chosen the 

good portion, which will 

not be taken away from 

her.”  



SPRING 2011: At the end of each school year, our third 

year Breakout students go on a ministry trip to put into 

practice many of the skills they have learned over the 

three years of discipleship training. These students have 

an amazing time seeing how God can use them in 

significant ways to minister to others. To the right you‟ll 

find some fun pictures from the trip! Derek Hermann 

and his son Casey Hermann led the 3
rd year breakout 

group last fall. They were joined this year by five other 

team members: Noah Satterfield and his mom Jennifer, 

Emily Senn and her dad Jon, and Pastor Duane. 



Emily, Casey and Noah enjoying an afternoon at the 

Oregon Coast  

Jon and Emily enjoying a moment at snack time  

Derek hanging out with some of the girls in the 

class he helped Casey lead  

Noah (second in line) leading the preschool children 

in a fun game  



Summer 2011: What do you get when you 

have 89 volunteers, over 130 kids, 16 sets of 

“Groupies” lots of cool lights, and great 

music all in one place? A fantastic Vacation 

Bible School called Backstage with the Bible 

where 24 children asked Jesus to forgive 

their sins, and to be their Lord. 

As the kids traveled around with their 

“groupies” (concert term for a group of kids), 

they were able to experience all kinds of 

great activities. Each night the kids would 

attend a concert and encore session with fun 

lights, dancers, great music, puppets and 

sometimes even beach balls. Then they went 

“backstage” to experience Set Design, 



(concert term for fun crafts), Catering and 

Talent Discovery, (concert term for snacks 

and karaoke), Bible Study, where they got out 

their Bibles and dug into God‟s Word and 

Intermission, (concert term for games). Along 

the way they had to pass through our concert 

security checkpoints.  

We also had an offering competition between 

the boys and the girls. The Boys won the 

competition, and the total money raised for 

the Philippines VBS is $788.40. Take a look at 

these photos and see if you can tell what they 

enjoyed the most. 

Pastor Duane 



Looking forward to Sabbatical: 
During the months of September, October, 

and November, I, Pastor Duane, will be 

taking a sabbatical which has been 

generously granted by our leadership team 

at SPCC. After completing 9 years of 

ministry here at SPCC I am looking forward 

to this time to step out of my normal 

ministry responsibilities in order to take 

advantage of the benefits of this time. 

 

Our leadership team has stated the 

following about the sabbatical experience: 

 

“A sabbatical allows a pastor to step away 

from the demanding and incessant routines 

of ministry in exchange for a period set 

aside specifically for revitalizing vision and 

hope. It creates an opportunity for the 

pastor to: 

Rest and renew 

Recapture a sense of vision 

Rekindle spiritual passion 

Refocus priorities 

Reflect on the call of God for life 

and ministry. 

 

I see each of these areas to be critical for 

me as I prepare to continue in leading our 

ministry to children here at SPCC. I would 

appreciate your prayers that God will 

continue to do His work in my life so that I 

will be prepared for this next season of 

ministry here at SPCC. 

 

Serving His Kingdom, 

 

Pastor Duane 



Heart health; a pretty well talked about topic 

in recent years. The medical community is 

coming to learn more and more about the 

affects of things like cholesterol, excess 

weight, lack of exercise and stress on the 

heart.  

It has been a couple years now since my 

doctor informed me that my cholesterol was 

high. I was told quite directly it was time to 

cut the fat, lose some weight and start to 

exercise. Fun. My “fat” of choice had been 

cheese, but then I would throw in an 

occasional burger, and maybe some pizza. 

Over time this fat began to build up in my 

arteries and, unchanged, it could eventually 

restrict the flow of blood affecting my heart, 

even to the point of death. It was time for me 

to listen to my Physician. 

So, with new knowledge (new to me) and 

purposeful choices, I sought to begin living a 

healthy life. I will confess it did not come 

naturally at first, and quite frankly I found the 

unhealthier route easier (faster and requiring 

a lot less thinking). Over time, my cholesterol 

got down to a healthy level, the weight is off 

and I even almost love exercising. These 

healthy choices have reversed the dangerous 

course I was on. So, imagine my surprise 

when I found myself vacationing in the 

Cardiac Unit of the local hospital.  

Sharon Milan Cut The Fat  
(or: “Be Careful What You Pray For”)  



One thing about lying in a hospital bed for a 

couple of days is, there is plenty of time to 

think and pray. I did a lot of both. I thought 

about eternity; mine and others, and I thought 

about loved ones and wanting to still have 

time to love them.  

As I lay there praying and knowing I was being 

prayed for, God began to speak to me. He 

began to reveal to me that He was answering 

my recent prayers. He just wasn‟t answering 

them in my pre-conceived manner… imagine 

that. It has been my prayer that God would do 

a mighty 

work in my 

heart (be 

careful what 

you pray 

for). This had become my prayer because He 

had revealed to me that I do not really love like 

Christ loves.  

So I have been diligently praying that God 

would give me true and genuine love for 

people, all people: not just the easy to love 

people, but the people I pass at the store, the 

people who cut me off on the freeway and the 

people I do not even notice. I want to simply 

look at someone and have Christ‟s love for 

them and I am not there.  

I want to not rush by the people at the store if 

a “hello” could be a blessing. I want to pray 

with true compassion for the person who cuts 

me off on the freeway, and I want to notice the 

people I have allowed to be invisible to me. But 

here is what I really want…I want God to 

“poof”, zap it into me! 

Yet it took lying in a hospital bed for me to 

listen to God, who by the way, cares far more 

about our spiritual health than our physical 

health. I needed to hear that my spiritual 

cholesterol was out of whack.  

It is time to cut the fat, lose some weight and 

begin to exercise. My spiritual arteries were 

beginning to accumulate bad fat, restricting 

the flow of love and affecting my heart. 

Unchanged, it could even lead to the death of 

my joy as a believer and the spiritual death of 

those whom I would never show love to 

because of my own poor health.   

So in answer to my prayer to truly love people, 

there will be no “poof”, no 

zap. It will take deliberate 

change. So with knowledge 

from His Word I need to make 

purposeful choices to live a 

spiritually healthy life. It may not come 

naturally at first. It may seem easier, faster and 

require a lot less thinking to continue on as I 

was before. But it is time to listen to my Great 

Physician. 

Bad food fat of choice for me? Cheese. Though 

sometimes I would throw in a burger or some 

pizza. Bad spiritual fat of choice for me? 

Selfishness. Though sometimes I would throw 

in a serving of un-forgiveness or some 

judgment. It is time to cut the fat. Physical 

weight loss? Happened by choices made, 

realizing the excuses weren‟t valid. Spiritual 

weight loss goal? Same. Lose the excuses…

lose “I can‟t,” and remember in Christ I can. My 

physical exercise of choice? Walking. Spiritual 

exercise to add? Walking also. Walking more in 

His ways; walking intentionally into the lives of 

others. 

- 

I thought about eternity; mine and others, 
and I thought about loved ones and wanting 
to still have time to love them.  



In the end, the doctors eventually ruled out any heart problems. And despite not being able to 

breathe very naturally, I was scheduled for tests and sent on my way.  

After examining my life for un-confessed sin, I sought prayer from the Elders. Leaving the 

church and returning home, I found myself still struggling despite this time of prayer. I prayed 

out loud. It was then that I actually HEARD what I was saying…I had said it over and over again 

during the past few months, but didn‟t recognize what I was saying until that moment. “Lord, 

help me to love people in such a way that it‟s as natural as breathing. So that I don‟t even 

have to think about it, that it‟s just what I do.”  

That‟s when I realized, since my stay at the hospital, I have no longer been able to breathe 

naturally. I cannot breathe without thinking about it… I often have to labor at it. I was broken 

at that moment, realizing that God 

wants me to realize love is a 

choice and an action; not a feeling 

that will come without effort. Jesus 

Himself, the very definition of 

Love, chose to leave Heaven to come to earth… Often, when Jesus was trying to get away to a 

quiet place, He chose to forfeit that time to love and minister to the crowds that followed… 

Jesus chose to labor: to carry a cross as the ultimate act of love for a people who didn‟t 

recognize it. I began to sob as I realized that I have choices to make to be like Christ. I have 

choices to make if I truly want to love people (and I do). I am re-learning to breathe and I am 

learning to love, by choice. 

In remembering that it is our spiritual health God is most concerned with, what spiritual fat do 

you need to cut? Is it the fat of pride, selfishness, laziness, un-forgiveness, or maybe anger? 

How are you going to lose the unhealthy extra weight? Is it by eliminating excuses, or fear, or 

eliminating a time wasting idol? What exercise do you need to add? Is it opening the Word, or 

serving others? Or is it looking and seeing the formerly invisible people in need of hope and 

love…in need of Christ? Do you work at loving people? It‟s a choice; an action that may not 

come naturally but in Christ we can do it. 

“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates 

even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the 

heart. Nothing in all creation is hidden from God‟s sight. Everything is uncovered and laid 

bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” Hebrews 4:12-13 

–Sharon Milan, June 2011 
Sharon and her husband Mark have been faithful members of SPCC for 14 years. They‟ve been involved in the Eagle Wings 

special needs ministry for many years. Mark has been a part of our church board for the last 12 years; as an elder since 2004. 

We‟re grateful for Sharon and Mark‟s faithfulness to this church, putting in long hours and sleepless nights searching God for 

direction through some our hardest times as a church. 

I have choices to make if I truly want to love 

people (and I do)... 



Considerable confusion exists in the church world as 

well as in our own church body, with regard to 

designated giving. 

 

In general, if a donor wants a gift to be tax deductible 

then the donor must transfer control of the gift to the 

church. In addition, gifts to specific funds that have been 

approved by our Governing Board here at Smokey 

Point Community Church are also deductible. If a donor 

imposes a designation to a purpose or an individual other 

than those already approved, then the donation is not 

deductible by federal law. 

 

Right now at SPCC, we have the following funds, which 

can be given to at any time during the year: 

 

General Fund 

Ministry Expansion Fund (for our South 

Property mortgage) 

Great Commission Fund (GCF) 

Smokey Point Missions Fund (SPMF) 

“Missions” (½ goes to GCF and ½ goes to 

SMPF) 

Benevolent Fund 

 

During the year, there may also be other temporary 

funds that are available for designation. Gifts can be 

specified for Short Term Missions teams that are in the 

process of fundraising, and usually we have a Year End 

Giving project. 

 

Our General Fund is where all tithes and offerings 

without any designation are deposited. This fund pays 

for pastors’ salaries, benefits, utilities, adult ministries, 

youth and children’s ministries, office supplies and even 

the coffee we drink at weekend services. Everything in 

the approved budget of about $81,000 a month is 

funded from the General Fund. 

 

Our Ministry Expansion Fund is used to pay our 

South Property Mortgage. Five percent of all giving to 

this fund is allocated to the GCF as well as five percent 

being allocated to a church planting fund. 

 

The Great Commission Fund (GCF) is an “in and 

out” on our church’s books. Whatever money is 

received in this fund goes directly to the Christian and 

Missionary Alliance to support missionaries around the 

world. 

 

Our Smokey Point Missions Fund supports 

missionaries associated with our body as well as our 

short term mission teams. When you designate 

“missions” on your check or envelope, half of the 

money gets deposited in this fund and half is sent to the 

Great Commission Fund. 

 

Our Benevolent Fund allows the church to help 

those with immediate “crisis” needs in our body. This 

fund also receives an allocation from our General Fund 

monthly. 

 

Please remember when you are donating to the church, 

please ONLY designate to the funds that have been 

mentioned in this article. When donations come in with 

various other designations, it creates extra work for 

our staff and Governing Board, and may not end up 

being tax deductible. 

 

Thank you Smokey Point Community Church, for your 

faithfulness in giving. 

 

 Darrcie Inman 



Come Worship 

Saturday Evenings @ 6:00 PM &  

Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 & 10:45 AM 
SmokeyPointCommunityChurch.org 

Pleeeez werk... 

I wish I cud talk… if I cud I wood 

reemaynd all theez peeple to 

update their infermashun in 

our church direktory on the 

website… 

Maybee they’ll get the 

message if i stare reel hard... 




