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‘But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so 
that we might receive adoption as sons. And because you are sons, God has 
sent the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”  
(Galatians 4:4-6) 
 
“See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called 
children of God, and so we are.” (1 John 3:1) 
 
   God created our hearts so that they can never be truly at rest unless 
we experience the fullness of His Fatherly love as His adopted children. 
God’s heart is the heart of a perfect Father; it is a heart that seeks the 
welfare of the fatherless; it is an adopting heart. Again and again in His 
Word, God points to the example of caring for the fatherless as a picture 
of His love for those He rescues and brings into relationship with 
Himself. This issue of the Loop focuses on adoption; both as the example 
of God’s grace toward us and as the call He places on us to love the 
needy; for if we truly understand the adoption we’ve received from our 
Heavenly Father, we will reflect His heart by reaching out to the children 
of this world who need parents. The reality of our faith is always 
expressed in tangible love toward the needy. 
 
“Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is this: to visit 
orphans and widows in their affliction.” (James 1:27) 
 
“Is this not the fast that I choose…is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry and bring the homeless poor into your house, when you see the 
naked, to cover him, and not to hide yourself from your own flesh?” (Isaiah 
58:6a, 7) 
 
   John Piper has said “Adoption is the visible gospel.” God calls every one 
of His children to have a heart of adoption, to do it or support it; a heart 
which is a natural response to a deeply rooted understanding of our own 
adoption by grace through Christ. 
 
   “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he 
chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of 
his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”  
(Ephesians 1:3-6) 
 
   I hope we all continue to grow in our grasp of our Father’s amazing 
love, demonstrated in His adopting us; and may that increasing 
understanding move us to look beyond ourselves to meet the needs of 
both the spiritually and the physically fatherless in our world. 
 

Pastor Tim 

We  are  adopted 

From 

Pastor Tim 

The Loop is the newsletter of Smokey 
Point Community Church. To obtain 
your copy, pick one up in the church 
Lobby. You may also view The Loop 
online at our web site. To learn more 
about Smokey Point Community 
Church, visit our web site at 
smokeypointcommunitychurch.org, or 
stop by the Guest Services Desk in 
the Lobby. Send Loop questions, 
comments to theloop@spcc-cma.org.   



 

COMING UP 

Summer Series

    We’ll kick off the summer with 
a series entitled Urban Legends. 
In this series, we will focus on 
common myths that are popular 
in the church including ‘Faith can 
fix anything,’  ‘Christians 
shouldn’t judge,’ and ’God wants 
you to be happy.’ Don’t miss this 
interesting series! 

FROM MS. DIONA 

Northwest Ministry Conference Recap 

     This year we brought our biggest group yet to the Northwest Ministry conference at Overlake Church 
in Redmond.  We had 18 volunteers attend as well as 2 pastors and 2 support staff, who were able to 
attend workshops in their field of ministry and area of personal interest.  Together we participated in 
inspirational worship, were inspired and encouraged by our general session speakers, and shared a great 
laugh together while experiencing Tim Hawkins (hilarious!).  We were able to provide 10 scholarships for 
our Children’s Ministry volunteers this year!   This was a meaningful time of bonding with others we do 
ministry with as well as getting new ideas for enhancing what we are already doing, and giving us some 
totally new ideas we will look into further!   Thank you church for providing us with the opportunity to 
attend and provide scholarships for those who needed them!  We hope you will join us next March 14-16 
2013! www.ministryconference.org 

SERVE YOUR COMMUNITY! 

Housing Need for Summer Interns

Our youth ministry bring on staff interns each year to invest in our 
busy summer ministry program. It is a great opportunity for them to get 
a taste of vocational ministry to see if that is where God is leading them. 
And God always uses them to make our ministry more effective as well. 
    You could be a big part of this by offering a room and making your 
refrigerator and 
pantry available to 
them for the 
summer! We don’t 
pay them much so 
free room and board 
is the only way they 
can make it work. 
We will have one or 
two young adults 
who will be in need 
of a place this year. If 
you might be able to 
help, please contact 
Byron at 
425.220.4867. 
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DONATE TO RESCUE 

Rescue Garage Sale 

NOW ACCEPTING DONATIONS 

Clothing Closet

  
Spring Cleaning? Have some 
children’s clothes to get rid of? Don’t 
put them in that garage sale pile! 
SPCC is once again collecting 
clothing for our annual Clothing 
Closet. Each year, we give away 
school clothes and haircuts to 
hundreds of families in our 
community.  
 
Here’s what we’re looking for: 
 

 New or used clothing for ages 
birth through teen. 

 Financial donations for new 
socks and other items. 

 Qualified hairdressers to donate 
time for children’s haircuts. 
 
All donations can be dropped off in 
the church lobby all spring and 
summer. 
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THANK YOU! 

Blood Drive 
 
   Thank you Smokey Point 
Community Church & Blood 
Donors! – together saving 
lives!  On Monday, Feb. 27, 
2012 there were 37 volunteer 
blood donors registered, 33 
pints of blood collected, and 1 
first time donor.  This was 
another amazing blood 
drive!  A huge thank you to all 
the donors for sharing your 
good health.  Because 1 pint of 
blood can save up to 3 lives, 
approximately 99 patients will 
benefit from the donations at 
this blood drive.  Thank you to 
all the donors for taking time 
out of your day to help those 
in need.  We appreciate you!  
 

Rescue will be holding a garage sale June 8-10.  All proceeds 
will be used toward shipping medical supplies to missionary 
doctors working in Mali, Gabon, Swaziland and Papua New 
Guinea.  Please help us get these supplies to where they are 
desperately needed!  If you have items you could donate 
toward this fundraising effort, please call Mary Beth Person @ 
360-659-5482 or Joni Jessup @ 425-345-2056.  We can help 
transport your items.  (To learn more about the ministry of 
Rescue, check out the website: www.rescuemeds.org). 



 

SIGN UP NOW! 

Men’s Retreat

   The Men’s Retreat is coming 
up June 1-3! Be sure to mark 
your calendars and sign up 
now for this awesome time!  
   For more information, turn 
to page 23. Did you 

Know? 

WELL SAID 

 

Did you know all of SPCC’s sermon audio is posted online? Go to 
www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org>Resources and you’ll find 
sermons to download to your MP3 player or burn to a disc! 
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UPCOMING 

Vacation Bible 
School 

Children’s Ministry is 
gearing up for this years 
VBS! The theme this year is 
“Praise-Where Kids Get 
Down and Lift God High.” 
   VBS will take place July  16-
20. You’re invited to come as 
a family and bring the 
neighbors! There are also 
many opportunities to 
volunteer with this special 
ministry. Turn to page 24 for 
more information. 
 

RECAP 

Baptized This Easter 

Will Abram   
Amelia Andrews 
Renee Bjerkakker 
Megan Braaten 
Keith Brandt  
Brooklyn Callaghan 
Hannah Clark 
Amy Copelin 
Trevor Gemmer 
Beth Gonzales 
Cassandra Green 
Alex Hermann  
Drew Hermann 
Ryann Holp 
Matthew Huston 
Madison Lingenfelter 
Janelle Lloyd 
Kevin Lloyd 
Stephanie Loff 
Naomi Loff 
Jessica McCrorie 
Carolyn Noll 
Ben Oberg 
  
 

 
 

Shelby Sterbenz 
Faye Ziegler  
Trent Sarver 
William Steinbach 
William Trophy 
Will Voges  
Cassie White 
 

“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the 
thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought  

that prompts and controls his worship and prayers, and his whole outlook on life,  
it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all..” J. I. Packer 

 

Here is a list of our newly baptized brothers and sisters: 



 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I t is a strange fact that the truth of 
adoption has been little regarded 
in Christian history. Apart from 
two nineteenth century books, 

there is no evangelical writing on it. 
There is certainly more to make of 
adoption in Christian teaching today.  
   What is a Christian? The question can 
be answered in many ways, but the 
richest answer I know is that a 
Christian is one who has God as Father.    
   But cannot this be said of every 
person, Christian or not? Emphatically 
no! The idea that all are children of 
God is not found in the bible anywhere. 
The Old Testament shows God as 
Father, not of all, but of his own 
people, the seed of Abraham. The New 
Testament has a world vision, but it too 

shows God as Father, not of all, but of 
those who, knowing themselves to be 
sinners, put their trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their divine sin-bearer 
and master, and so become Abraham’s 
spiritual seed. “You are all sons of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus…You are 

all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
seed” (Gal. 3:26-29). 
   The gift of sonship to God becomes 
ours not through being born, but 
through being born again. “To all who 
received him, to those who believed on 
his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God – children born not of 
human decision or a husband’s will, but 
born of God” (Jn. 1:12-13) 

Sonship, then, is a gift of 
grace. It is not natural but an adoptive 
sonship, and so the New Testament 
explicitly pictures it….The Apostles 
proclaim that God has so loved those 
whom he redeemed on the cross that 
he has adopted them all as his heirs, to 
see and share the glory into which his 
only begotten Son has already come. 
“God sent his Son…to redeem those 
under law, that we might receive the 
full (adoptive) rights of sons” (Gal 4:4-
5): we, that is, who were foreordained 
unto adoption as sons by Jesus Christ 
unto himself” (Eph 1:5 RV). 

You sum up the whole of New 
Testament teaching in a single phrase, 
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Adopted  by  God 



 

if you speak of it as a revelation of the 
Fatherhood of the holy Creator. In the 
same way, you sum up the whole of 
New Testament religion if you 
describe it as the knowledge of God as 
one’s Holy Father. If you want to judge 
how well a person understands 
Christianity, find out how much he 
makes of the thought of being God’s 
child, and having God as his Father. If 
this is not the thought that prompts 
and controls his worship and prayers, 
and his whole outlook on life, it means 
that he does not understand 
Christianity very well at all. For 
everything that Christ taught, 
everything that makes the New 
Testament new, and better than the 
Old, everything that is distinctively 
Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, 
is summed up in the knowledge of the 
Fatherhood of God. “Father” is the 
Christian name for God. Our 
understanding of Christianity cannot 
be better than our grasp of our 
adoption by God. 

Christians deal with God as 
their Father. Father is the name by 
which they call him…Christians are his 
children, his own sons and daughters, 
his heirs. And the stress in the New 
Testament is not on the difficulty and 
danger of drawing near to the Holy 
God, but on the boldness and 
confidence with which believers can 
approach him…To those who are 
Christ’s, the Holy God is a loving 
Father; they belong to his family; they 
may approach him without fear and 
always be sure of his fatherly concern 
and care. 

The thought of our Maker 
becoming the perfect parent – faithful 
in love and care, generous and 
thoughtful, interested in all we do, 
respecting our individuality, skillful in 
training us, wise in guidance, always 
available, helping us to find ourselves 
in maturity, integrity and uprightness 

– is a thought that can have meaning 
for everybody, whether we come to it 
by saying, “I had a wonderful father, 
and I see that God is like that, only 
more so,” or by saying, “My Father 
disappointed me here, and here, and 
here, but God, praise his name, will be 
very different,” or even by saying, “I 
have never known what it is to have a 
father on earth, but thank God I now 

have one in heaven.”  
God has not left us to guess 

what his fatherhood amounts to by 
drawing human analogies from human 
fatherhood. He revealed the full 
meaning of this relationship once and 
for all through our Lord Jesus Christ; 
his own incarnate Son…God intends 
the lives of believers to be a reflection 
and reproduction of Jesus’ own 
fellowship with himself… 

Adoption is the highest 
privilege that the gospel offers: higher 
even than justification…The two ideas 

are distinct, and adoption is the more 
exalted. Justification is a forensic idea, 
conceived in terms of law, and viewing 
God as judge…This free gift of acquittal 
and peace, won for us at the cost of 
Calvary, is wonderful enough, in all 

conscience – but justification does not 
of itself imply any intimate or deep 
relationship with God the judge. But 
contrast this, now, with adoption. 
Adoption is a family idea, conceived in 
terms of love, viewing God as father…
Closeness, affection and generosity 
are at the heart of the relationship. To 
be right with God as judge is a great 
thing, but to be loved and cared for by 
God the Father is a greater. 

We do not feel the wonder of 
the passage from death to life which 
takes place in the new birth till we see 
it as a transition, not simply out of 
condemnation into acceptance, but 
out of bondage and destitution into 
the safety, certainty, and enjoyment of 
the family of God…the entire Christian 
life has to be understood in terms of 
adoption. 

If you become a father by 
adopting a son or daughter, you do so 
because you choose to, not because 
you are bound to. Similarly, God 
adopts because he chooses to. He had 
no duty to do so. He need not have 
done anything about our sins except 
punish us as we deserved. But he loved 
us; so he redeemed us, forgave us, 
took us as his sons and daughters and 
gave himself to us as our Father…The 
establishing of the child’s status as a 
member of the family is only a 

beginning. The real task remains: to 
set yourself to win the child’s love by 
loving the child. You seek to excite 
affection by showing affection. So with 
God. And throughout our life in this 
world, and to all eternity beyond, he 
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“Adoption is the 
highest privilege 
that the gospel 
offers: higher even 
than justification.” 

“...and throughout our life in this world, and 

to all eternity and beyond, He will constantly 

be showing us, in one way or another, more 

and more of His love, and there by increasing 

our love to Him continually.” 
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This article is a collection of excerpts from J.I. 
Packers “Knowing God.”  If you’d like to read 

more, visit www.jipackeronline.com. 

will constantly be showing us, in one way or another, 
more and more of his love, and thereby increasing our 
love to him continually. The prospect before the 
adopted children of God is an eternity of love. 
   The immediate message to our hearts is surely this: 
Do I, as a Christian, understand myself? Do I know my 
own real identity? My own real destiny? I am a child of 
God. God is my Father; heaven is my home; every day is 
one day nearer. My Savior is my brother; every 
Christian is my brother too. Say it over and over to 
yourself first thing in the morning, last thing at night, 
as you wait for the bus, any time your mind is free, 
and ask that you be enabled to live as one who knows 
it is all utterly and completely true. For this is the 
Christian’s secret of – a happy life? – Yes, certainly, 
but we have something both higher and profounder to 
say. This is the Christian’s secret of a Christian life, 
and of a God-honoring life, and these are the aspects 
of the situation that really matter. May this secret 
become more fully yours, and fully mine.  
 
– J.I. Packer: Knowing God 
 

Good Questions 

Here are some questions by which 
we do well to examine ourselves 
again and again: 

FROM  J.I.  PACKER—KNOWING GOD 

? 



 

 
“Religion that God our Father 

accepts as pure and faultless is 
this: to look after orphans and 
widows in their distress and to 

keep oneself from being polluted by 
the world.” James 1:27  

 
Neglected and abused, with no one 
to care for them, 500,000 children 
will be in foster care in the United 
States this year.  Over 100,000 of 
these children are waiting for an 
adoptive home. 

   The numbers are overwhelming.  
The good news is God did not call 
you to care for all 500,000 of 
America’s modern day orphans; He 
called you to care for one. 
   We received Emma when she 
was only five months old.  She had 
suffered severe abuse.  Her broken 
arm, leg and bruises were in 
various stages of healing.  The 
injuries brought us to tears.  We 
have cared for hundreds of 
children over the years through 
fostering and our volunteer work, 
and in all this time we had never 

seen this level or cruelty and 
brutality inflicted on one so young 
and helpless. 
   Emma was in a great deal of pain 
and could only take one to two 
ounces of formula at a time due to 
the injuries to her mouth and 
broken ribs. She would stiffen up 
at the slightest touch and cried 
with her arms stretched out as she 
tried to relieve her discomfort. 
Nursing her back to health 
involved weeks of sleepless nights 
as we did our best to make her 
comfortable. 
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Orphan  care—are  we  doing  enough? 

Todd McNeil—Director of Hand in Hand, a Foster Care Ministry in South Everett 

Mary McNeil with Emma, a little girl the McNeils took in when she was five months old. 
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   One year later Emma was ready 
for an adoptive home.  The 
decision we had to make was, do 
we adopt this child our family has 
grown to love?  With three 
biological kids, and two more 
adopted, we are already limited to 
taking one or two foster children 
at a time.  If we adopt Emma, who 

will take the next broken baby?  
Due to the fear of losing a much 
loved child, or taking in an abused 
or neglected child, most families 

are not willing or able to take in 
children like Emma. 
   We knew of a foster family who 
was seeking to adopt a little girl 
and we started the transition.  
Evening visits, then weekend.  
With many tears little Emma left 
our home to be with her forever 
family.  When we received the 
invitation to attend the adoption 
one year later, I must admit I was 
jealous.  In my heart, Emma is my 
baby.  But, if we had adopted her, 
there would have been no room 
for the hurting children who have 
come since, and this family would 
have been robbed of this 
opportunity to show God’s love to 
Emma by providing her a loving 
home. 
   Unfortunately, many more 
children do not have a home.  The 
shortage of foster and adoptive 
homes is in steady decline and at a 
crisis level.  Consider this: there 
are 500,000 foster children in 
America and there are 320,000 
churches.  If each church would 
just raise up one foster family and 
one adoptive family, then offer 
support as a church body, the 
crisis is over.  In Snohomish 
County, 400 children were 
removed from their homes last 

year by CPS.  There are over 320 
churches in Snohomish County.  
Again, if each church in Snohomish 
County would raise up one foster 
family and one adoptive family, 
then support them in this difficult 
work, the orphan crisis is over. 
   Do we believe what we say we 
believe?  Throughout the Bible, 
God commands us to care for the 
orphan.  The solution to the 
orphan crisis in America is simple, 
one church, caring for one family, 
caring for one child at a time.  I 
think little Emma would agree. 
 

Todd McNeil – Executive Director 
Hand in Hand 

ORPHAN CARE 

By The Numbers 

127,000 5 years 

10 45% 

25,000 

Children (legal orphans) are waiting for 
adoption in the U.S. foster care system. 

Or more—the amount of time a child 
can wait to have an adoptive family. 

The average age of a child 
waiting for an adoptive family 

Of Americans believe that children enter foster care due 
to juvenile delinquency. The reality is they of have been 
neglected, abused, or abandoned 

The number of youth that exit foster care each year 
without an adoptive family or support structure. 130 

Million—the number of  
orphans throughout the world. 

For more information on Hand in 
Hand visit them on the web at 

www.handinhandkids.org. 

Mary and Todd McNeil direct Hand in Hand 
Ministries in South Everett. 
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   Bronco and Jo Huge began trying to 
adopt soon after they were married in 
the late 80’s.  But after two failed 
attempts, they were discouraged and 
ready to give up. “It was really an 
emotional thing,” said Jo, “when you’re 
so close. The second time we were 
actually on our way to pick the child 
up when the birth mom changed her 
mind” 
   The Huges put off adoption for a 
long time, and in the meantime had 
three biological sons: Brian, Jeff, and 
Ben. 
   In the late 90’s, on a trip to The 
Lights of Christmas, they asked the 
boys what they would think if the 
family adopted a little girl, and the 
boys were thrilled. So they decided to 
pursue foster care adoption. 
 
Foster Care Adoption 
 
   Foster Care Adoption, commonly 
known as Foster-to-adopt, is a type of 
domestic adoption where a child is 
initially placed in public care.  
According to Wikipedia, of the 127,500 
adoptions that occurred in the U.S. 

about 51,000 or 40% are through the 
foster care system. 
   The Huges worked with an 
organization called Bethany Christian 
Services that assists would-be 
adoptive families with what can 
sometimes be an arduous process. 
   “We kept being in the top two 
families,” Jo said, “ but we were pretty 
strong in our Christian statement, 
which can sometimes be a hindrance.” 
   “We ended up waiting three years,” 
she said. 
 
The Wait Comes to an End 
 
   “We saw our caseworker at a New 
Years Eve party and we told her we 
were losing hope ,”  Bronco 
remembered. “We called later and said 
we were going to stop pursuing foster 
adoption because we were giving up 
hope on a child. We kept asking 
ourselves if this was a closed door or 
an open door.” 
   But soon after the Huges had finally 
given up, they received a phone call 
about a child who needed a home. “We 
got a call from our caseworker that 
there was a baby girl who was drug 

influenced,” Jo said, “and we had been 
trained for that.”  
   “As soon as we started seeing her, we 
knew,” she said. 
   The baby girl, Nicole, was in 
Providence Hospital in Everett for six 
weeks, and the Huges were travelling 
there twice a day to hold her while she 
was being weaned from drug 
withdrawals by slowly reduced doses 
of morphine. 
   “After a month we decided we could 
bring the boys with us,” Jo said, “we 
just didn’t want their hearts to be 
broken.” 
   Then, after six weeks, The Huges 
brought Nicole home.  
   “After we brought Nicole home, she 
still had to be on morphine,” Jo said, 
“we had to give her small doses every 
three hours. It was so heartbreaking to 
see what she had to go through to 
become drug free.”  
 
Back and Forth 
 
   Nicole was with the Huges for four 
months, but then she was required to  
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go and stay with her birth mother who 
was in a treatment facility. Then her 
birth mom regained custody. 
   “We were all so connected with her 
and thinking we would adopt her,” Jo 
remembered. “It was so hard.” 
   But then nearly five months later, the 
day after Thanksgiving, Nicole rejoined 
the Huges. “She was with us until 
Christmas, and then her paternal 
grandmother gained custody of her 
and had her for three weeks.” 
   But Nicole’s paternal grandmother 
was a Christian and a very brave 
woman, and after three weeks she 
chose to release Nicole back to the 
Huges. 
   “She knew she was releasing Nicole 
to a better plan,” said Jo.  
 
Legally Free 
 
   In order to be adopted, a child must 
first be “legally free,” a term that 
means the state has determined that 
their biological parents no longer have 
parental rights. 
   Nicole remained a foster child in the 
Huges care, but she was not legally 
free.   And each time her birth mother 
would surface, Nicole would have to be 
driven to Seattle for visitations.  
   “For two and a half years we were 
her foster parents,” Jo said, “but we 
had no legal rights. Looking back if we 
had known what we’d have to go 
through we wouldn’t have done it, but 
that wasn’t what God intended. He 
wanted us to stick it out through the 
hard stuff.” 
 
 

 
Adoption 
 
   After two and a half years of waiting, 
the day finally came when Nicole could 
legally become a Huge. 
   “It was so amazing,” Bronco 
remembered, “we had a T-shirt made 
for her that said “My name is Nicole 
Huge,” her new name.” 
   The Huges threw a big adoption 
party. “Everyone had been praying for 
this for so long,” 
Bronco said, “it was a 
big celebration.” 
   For nearly three 
years one of the 
Huge’s three sons, 
Ben, had been praying 
for Nicole. “He never 
gave up,” said Jo, “even 
when the rest of us 
almost had.” 
   “There is a price to 
adoption, emotionally 
and f inancial ly , ” 
Bronco said, “ but it is 
well worth the risk.” 
 
Our Throw Away 
Society 
 
   “In this throw-away 
society that we live in, 
kids are devalued to 
that point. Adoption elevates them. 
When we start looking at kids through 
God’s eyes, we will see that He wants 
them, and if we can capture that, it will 
change how we view the abused and 
forgotten,” said Bronco. 
   The Huges also believe that it’s not 
just kids that the Lord loves and cares 

for. He chases us in much the same 
way the Huges chased Nicole for all of 
those years. 
   “He waits for us,” Jo said, “In all areas 
of our lives, He waits for us.” 
 
Getting the Church Involved 
 
   “What a great asset we can be as a 
church  to reach out as foster parents,” 
Jo said. “Especially when you think of 
the spiritual impact you could have on 
a child’s life as well.”  And becoming 
foster parents isn’t the only way to 
reach out. 
   “Nicole is very comfortable in the 
church,” Jo said, “ the church is 
another family to her.  And when you 
think about it, it’s not just one family 
that raises a child, it’s the whole family 
of God – the church. That’s why I get 
excited that we’re stepping up to the 
plate and talking about all of this, it’s 
huge.” 
   “Nicole is so outgoing and confident, 
for all that she’s gone through. She 
brings her friends to church and they 

come to know the Lord. She helps with 
children’s ministries as an LIT, she 
loves to sing, play sports, and listen to 
music.” 
   “She has a story to share,” Jo said, 
“and God is going to use that story.” 

The Huge Family with the judge on the day Nicole was adopted. 

Nicole wearing a shirt that says “My Name Is Nicole Huge” 
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   Dawn and Wade Stoelting started 
trying to have a baby when Dawn’s 
mother was diagnosed with terminal 
cancer. “We were hoping, above all, to 
give my mom a grandchild before she 
died,” Dawn said. 
   But Dawn’s mother passed away 
before she conceived, and Dawn and 
Wade began a six-year battle with 
infertility. “We made doctor’s 
a p p o in t m en t  a f t e r  d o c t o r ’ s 
appointment, we were tested and 
examined, we got all kinds of wanted 
and not-so-wanted advice. We tried 
everything, but we never found a 
reason why we couldn’t conceive.” 
 
Adoption wasn’t an Option 
 
   “Through all of these trials, adoption 
never came up,” Dawn said. “In fact, I 
had strong opinions against adoption 
because I had two friends who were 
adopted and had relationships that 
were tumultuous at best with their 
adoptive moms. I just didn’t want to 
mess with that kind of rejection.” 
   But God kept putting adoption in 
front of Dawn. 
   “I would see this notices about 
adoption everywhere,” she said, “on 

billboards, in commercials, all over the 
place.” 
   “I really felt God trying to get me to 
give over control, but I couldn’t 
completely,” she remembered.  “The 
last pregnancy test I took came out 
negative, I cried and told my husband I 
just did not want to do this anymore. I 
did not want to go back to the fertility 
clinic. I asked him if he would be open 
to adoption.” 
 
The Road to Adoption 
 
   Dawn was nervous about the idea of 
a state or foster-to-adopt option, so 
they decided to pursue a private 
adoption. Dawn and Wade met with 
Bethany Christian Services and began 
walking the sometimes complicated 
road to adoption.  
   “The amount of paperwork is not for 
the mildly interested!” Dawn said. “We 
had to fill out countless forms about 
how we were raised, our relationships 
with our parents, teachers, friends, 
family, and siblings. We had to write 
about the games we played, how we 
were disciplined, it was an 
autobiography!” 

   But Dawn was so excited that she 
and Wade completed everything in 
just four months. 
 
An Opportunity 
 
   The day that Dawn submitted her 
paperwork for a private adoption, a 
woman from her church contacted 
her. 
   “She had heard a prayer request 
about Wade and I seeking adoption,” 
Dawn said, “she and her husband were 
foster parents and they had a nine-
month-old little girl whose case was 
going into the adoption phase. They 
asked if we’d like to meet her.” 
   A few days later, that little girl was in 
the nursery at the church and Dawn 
decided to go and see her. “She was a 
happy and easy-going little girl,” Dawn 
said, “and Wade and I just couldn’t 
bring ourselves to send in the 
paperwork for the private adoption 
yet.” 
   So Wade and Dawn decided to 
contact DSHS to see what was 
involved in the foster-to-adopt 
program, and they found that their 
preparation for private adoption was 
sufficient for the foster-to-adopt 
program. 
   “In His patient wisdom, God waited 
out my selfish and stubborn ways and 
met our needs at just the right time,” 
Dawn said. 
 
Making a Family 
 
   In the weeks that followed, Dawn 
and Wade visited with Jennifer often. 
They met her in September of 1999 
and by April of 2000, she was in their 
home permanently. In December of 
2000 Jennifer was legally adopted. 
   “As soon as we opened ourselves to 
the idea of adoption, things just 
started falling into place,” Dawn said. 
   Just four months later, the Stoeltings 
received a call from DSHS asking if 
they were ready for another child. 
They had a little boy, just five months 
old, that was entering the foster-to-
adopt program.  
   “I was busy packing for a camping 
trip when I got the call,” Dawn said, 
“and I couldn’t just leave and pick up a 
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   Cathy and Kevin Apgar have never 
adopted, but a host of children in 
need of stability have passed through 
their home over the last five years. 
The Apgars are foster parents with 
three biological children of their own. 
They’ve cared for children in both 
short term and long term capacities. 
 
Their Story 
 
   The Apgar’s story began when 
Cathy’s sister took their three girls for 

the weekend, and they had some time 
to really sit and talk about their lives. 
   “We sat in our PJs and we just 
talked,” Cathy said, “Kevin does Big 
Brothers/Big Sisters, but he didn’t 
feel like we were really making a 
difference for eternity. We ended up 
talking for four hours.” 
   Kevin and Cathy agreed that 
weekend that they wanted to pursue 
foster care. 
   Once they made the decision, Cathy 
believes that they were confirmed 
every step of the way. “The next week 

we were deciding to buy a new house 
that was bigger,” she said. “We found 
this house the next week that was 
right next door to us. Our neighbor let 
us come in and look around, and the 
place was perfect. Three other people 
had bid on the house that same day, 
but we got it,” she remembers. 
 
Getting Their Feet Wet 
 
   “We had to be picky with three little 
girls in the house,” Cathy said, “and 
we were a little scared, so we decided 
to start with respite care.” 
   Respite care is a term for very short 
term care that families with their 
foster license can offer other families 
who are currently doing more long 
term care. 
   “When you have a foster child and 
you want to get away for a weekend, 
they can’t just go to your siblings or 
your friends,” Cathy said. “They have 
to be with a licensed foster family.” 
   So respite care families take in 
foster children for the weekend so the 
regular foster parents can go on a trip 
or take a much-needed break. 
   Families can choose to just do 
respite care and never be long-term 
foster parents, Cathy said. This is a 
great way to serve the foster 
community. 
   “We thought we might just do 
respite care,” Cathy said, “but I walked 
in one day and my husband was 
standing at the counter with a phone 
call he had received. My heart jumped 

baby. I had to talk with Wade. We 
didn’t have any baby stuff!” 
   “But I made an appointment to go 
visit him. I fed him, rocked him to 
sleep, and just held him, Dawn said. 
After I left I went straight to the store 
and bought everything I needed.” 
   Tuesday morning Dawn went to pick 
up her son, Jon, and a year later he was 
adopted.  

It’s Not Always Easy 
 
   There are still times when Dawn is 
afraid that her children will reject her 
because she is not their biological 
mom. 
   “But the difference is that I am their 
mom and I love them,” she said, “I will 
be there when they make bad choices 
and I will be there if they want to seek 

there biological mom and I will be 
there if they want to leave.” 
   This is the way the Lord loves us as 
His own adopted children. 
   “When I read those verses [about 
how we are adopted children of God],” 
Dawn said, “I definitely accept in a 
deeper way that I am a child of God, 
and they help me see myself more as 
my children’s true mother.” 

The Apgar Family with their two foster boys (and Santa). 
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and I said ‘Kevin, I think we need to 
take this one.’” 
 
Long-Term Care 
 
   The Apgars took in Angelina, a 
precocious, smart 2 1/2 year-old girl. 
   “I don’t think all kids are as damaged 
as she was,” Cathy said. 
   Angelina came from a place where 
life was not safe. She was terrified of 
men, she didn’t talk very well, and in 
the fear, she didn’t know how to 
behave. “She was kicking and 
screaming and spitting,” Cathy 
remembered, “she was the most 
difficult kiddo we’d seen.” 
   The Apgars thought that Angelina 
would just be with them for a short 
time.  But one morning Jessica, their 
oldest daughter, came out of her 
room and said that God had just told 
her that Angelina was going to be with 
them for three years. 
   “I thought she was just being a kid,” 
Cathy said. But almost exactly three 
years later, Angelina left.  
   After Angelina left, the Apgars saved 
their home for a while, thinking she 
might come back. But then, in 2010, 
they received a phone call just before 
Christmas asking if they would be 
willing to take in two boys. 
   “The boys were a challenge because 
one of them wanted to go home and 
the other was very attached to his 
mother and they both wanted to be 
with her,” Cathy said. “We were also 
used to having girls.” 
   But the boys are still with the Apgars 
today and are doing well. 
 
Reaching out to Hurting Kids 
 
   “As kids come in, they’re hurting,” 
Cathy said. “In the church we have a 
perfect model of compassion and love 
present in Christ.” 
   When foster kids are taken in by a 
family in the church, they have a 
better chance of three things, Cathy 
said. First, the have a better chance of 
staying in the same home  until long-
term care becomes available. Second, 
the foster family has a better chance 
of staying together.  And third, they 
have a better chance of coming to a 

saving faith because they can tell you 
are different.  
   “We can’t just sweep this under the 
rug and think someone else will do it,” 
Kevin said. “Not everything in this life 
is packaged perfectly. There is sin in 
this life and a lot of these kids have 
the issues they have because of sin.” 
 
Learning Humility 
 
   “One time I was at the grocery store 
with Angelina,” Cathy remembers, 
“and she started in on a full-blown 
tantrum. I left my groceries and took 
her outside, and as I was walking out a 
well-meaning older woman looked at 
her and said ‘Are you okay honey?’ 
She thought I was a bad mom. I wasn’t 
allowed to tell her that Angelina was a 
foster child, I just had to take it.” 
   At that time Cathy was teaching a 
Starting Point class here at SPCC, and 
she asked the group for prayer. 
   “One of the women in the group 
said to me: ‘Cathy, it’s a good thing 
she’s got you, because you won’t give 
up on her.’” 
   “It reminded me who God is,” Cathy 
said, “He doesn’t give up on us.  And it 
reminded me that I have that 
character too. You cannot put up a 
wall with these kids; otherwise they 
will have attachment issues. You have 
to love them with your whole heart, 
even if you might lose them, because 
this is the way God loves us.” 
 
Recognizing the Value in 
Everyone 
 
   “We’ve grown in patience and love,” 
Cathy said, “the fruits of the spirit. We 
recognize the value in each person, 
not just the people you like, but the 
ones that are chipping your walls and 
breaking your stuff.” 
   “We don’t’ write anyone off,” Kevin 
said, “there is no lost cause.” 
   The Apgars rely on the Lord for 
their strength.  
   “We spend a lot more time seeking 
God’s guidance and wisdom,” Cathy 
said. “It’s not us doing it, but Him.” 
 

-Laura Walker 

 

BYE, ANGELINA 
 

An excerpt from a story written by 
Sarah Apgar after her foster sister 
left. 



 

For those that haven’t heard there’s 
trouble in Mali, Africa and much 
prayer is needed.  This is where the 
Women and Children’s Center is 
located and where your SPCC mission 
teams have traveled many times.  
   Two weeks ago, the military took 
over the government.  Presidents from 
other countries around have been 
trying to negotiate some sort of 
agreement between the "president" 
and the general who took over 
power.  That has really not been too 
successful.  Meanwhile, in the 
northern part of the country the 
Touregs, desert people many of whom 
had been in Gaddafi's army, have 
joined with Al Quaeda rebels who have 
training camps in the Sahara.  Since 
the military takeover in capital city of 
Bamako the rebels have been more 
and more successful in their raids 
against the military.  In the last few 
days they have conquered the three 
largest cities in the Malian Sahara--
Kidal, Timbuktu and Gao--and have 
the military on the run.  They are 
working their way closer to the more 
populated areas.  These rebels are of a 
Muslim persuasion and are targeting 
the Christians in the areas they have 
taken.  
   The Women and Children Center is 
south of these cities that were taken 
and isn’t in immediate danger but they 
remain on high alert. They have 
evacuated work teams and their 
children and have left a skeleton crew 
to run the hospital.  Fuel supplies are 
diminishing and electrical energy for 

keeping basic hospital functions 
running is in jeopardy. 
   Thank you for continuing to pray for 
this situation and please keep praying 
for: 

Peace and a resolution in the 
government that is now under the 
rule of the military junta. 
 
Peace of mind for workers who 
have evacuated. 

  
A special anointing and portion of 
divine health, energy, and grace 
for those in Koutiala keeping the 
hospital running (Jessica Shaffer, 
Jasen Foster, Dan Nesselroad, 
Craig Hancome). 

 
In addition to the connections made 
with The Women and Children’s Clinic  
through the SPCC mission teams, a 
local nonprofit called Rescue, has 
continued to support the clinic’s 
ministry in Mali by shipping thousands 
of pounds of “reclaimed” medical 
supplies (otherwise discarded) from 
Washington clinics and hospitals.  

Local volunteers collect, sort, label 
and redistribute these supplies to the 
mission clinics that request them.  Any 
monetary donations given to Rescue 
are used for shipping costs.   
  

Rescue Team 
 

 

Another way to contribute to this 

important ministry is coming up soon! 

Rescue will be holding a garage sale 

June 8-10.  All proceeds will be used 

toward shipping medical supplies to 

missionary doctors. Please help us get 

these supplies to where they are 

desperately needed!  If you have items 

you could donate toward this 

fundraising effort, please call Mary Beth 

Person @360-659-5482 or Joni Jessup 

@ 425-345-2056.  Tax receipts will be 

provided for donations.  We can help 

transport your items.  (To learn more 

about the ministry of Rescue, check out 

the website: www.rescuemeds.org). 
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Missions 



 

As we have been talking about in recent months, our 
church is clarifying our definition of “missions.” While a 
case can be made biblically to call evangelism missions 
(Acts 1:8), the ultimate task given to us is to bring the 
message of the Gospel to every tribe, tongue, and nation 
(people group—Matt. 24:14). We continue to invest 
embarrassingly little to finish the task given to us relative to 
all the ministry we do. It is in consideration of all of this 
that we are clarifying “missions” around here to refer to 
reaching those with limited access to the Gospel.  
With that as a context, I want to encourage you with how 
one of our SPCC families,  the Wiebes, are doing exactly 
that. God has called them to invest in a Christian school in 
the country of Chad, in the middle of Africa. Initially, you 
might assume this to be yet another investment in what we 
are spending the vast majority of kingdom dollars toward: 
reaching the reached! It is a Christian school after all. The 
great difference here is that the school not only accepts 
many non-believing students and shares the Gospel with 
them, but it disciples them as well to take the Gospel to the 
villages they come from. Here’s the best part: many of the 

students attending the school from the very people groups 
we have identified as “unreached.” Theoretically, the 
impact the Lord makes through the Wiebes could be 
greater than sending missionaries into those people groups 
to share the Gospel and plant a church. They will be 
sending one of their own to live out the Gospel in a way 
that is naturally culturally relevant since they will be 
returning to their native culture! 
The Wiebes are in the home stretch of their fundraising 
and will go as soon as the support is completed. Pray about 
whether or not the Lord would have you be part of this 
strategic ministry to finish the task of reaching every tribe, 
tongue, and nation!  
 

Pastor Byron 

Preparing to leave 

To ask questions or begin supporting the Weibes,  

contact Danny or Dawn at: Wiebefam@gmail.com 
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Missions 

TEN SPCC ATTENDERS GET READY TO SERVE IN THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

From top left: Joel Smith, James Pomeroy, Pastor Tim Quick, Don Kurtzenacker, Cameron Burdick, Beth Miller, Nancy McFadden, Tina 

Watson, Cessily Strong,  Tammy Kurtzenacker. 

I n continuation of our partnership with the C&MA 
Churches in the Philippines, a team of ten, led by 
Pastor Tim Quick, will spend 14 days in the 
Philippines conducting medical clinics, assisting 

local doctors and dentists. Team members distribute 
medications, provide general assistance, and share the 
Gospel with each patient. The team will also be visiting 
past SPCC projects and building relationships with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ across the globe. Included 
here is their itinerary so that we as a church body can be 
in prayer for them every step of the way. The team will 
also be collecting medical supplies. (See the sidebar for 
more information). 
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How You 
Can Get 
Involved 

Pray

Purchase Medical 
Supplies

Aspirin 
Acetaminophen 

Ibuprofen 
Cold Medicines 

 

Give Financially

5/18 

5/20 

 

 

 

5/21 

5/22 

5/23 

5/24 

5/25 

5/27 

5/28 

5/29 

5/30 

 

5/31 

6/1 

6/2 



 

Adult Ministries 

Ladies of SPCC,  

 

I realize that by addressing this subset of our congregation, I'm addressing a 

pretty diverse group. Some of you are wives, mothers, students, singles, career-

oriented, young, and others less young. God has made each of you in unique and 

wonderful ways, and called you to the fullness of His ideal of Biblical femininity. 

He's placed in each of you a freeing disposition to receive, affirm, and nurture the 

strength and leadership of worthy men in appropriate ways. I say "disposition" 

because its not a set of rules, but a spiritual/relational bent that has the freedom 

to express itself in a myriad of forms. It’s not always a calling that is easily 

fulfilled - I know some of the men in your lives - but many of you walk in it in 

beautiful ways, honoring God, and the men He's placed in your lives. I'm now 

calling you to a particular exercise of that disposition concerning the men of our 

church.  

 

The first weekend in June is our annual Men's Retreat. I am urging every man I 

know that is part of SPCC to make plans to be there. Now, I don't know what your 

impression of that time is, if you think that we mainly fish and swim all day, or if 

you imagine that we sit around and grunt at each other eating junk food. Those 

things all happen (including the grunting), but none of those encapsulates our time 

together. Men's Retreat is a rich time for our men to gather to worship their 

Father, hear the Word proclaimed and applied to their lives as men, and to be 

challenged to walk in a manner worthy of our King and His Gospel. This year is 

particularly important. I will be addressing our guys on Biblical Manhood as it 

relates to being rooted in the love of our Father, their masculinity in the home, and 

their masculinity in the church.  

 

My heart for each of them is to understand and embrace that their calling is the 

glad assumption of responsibility to benevolently lead, protect, and serve others in 

appropriate ways. I want to begin the process of imparting God's design for them 

as men, and I'm convinced that as they embrace it, it will affect every area of our 



 

church. But I need your help to do it. 

 

I need you to mark down June 1-3 on your calendar. I'm asking you to commit to 

pray for that weekend and for the men of SPCC. I'm asking you to carve out that 

time, especially if you have a husband, son, brother, or friend who needs to be 

there. Pray for that 

person that they 

would gladly respond 

to God's initiative for 

them to be present 

with the other men of 

the church. Pray for 

God's Spirit to move 

among us as we gather 

and seek the heart of 

our Father. In short, 

I'm asking you to do 

all that you can to 

remove any and every 

hindrance that might 

keep the men in your 

life from being a part 

of that weekend.  

 

Then, encourage them. That's not an "I want you at that retreat, Harold!" kind of 

encouragement. It’s an "I'm going to do everything possible to remove obstacles so 

that you have the freedom to go and be with your brothers in Christ!" It’s an "I 

know things are tight financially, but by faith, I think you should be there, honey!" 

kind of encouragement. You get my meaning? Encourage them and pray for them. 

You have my thanks, ladies! 

 

Indebted to you all, and very gratefully yours,  

 

 

Pastor Mike 

Details: 

 

Dates: June 1-3 | Location: Lakeside Bible Camp | Online signups begin May 1. 



 

 

A time to serve, a time to  come,  a time to  bring, and a time to  PRAISE!!!  

 

  
VBS is so much fun!  Go Fish have provided us with everything we need to create a PRAISE atmosphere and 
the whole point of PRAISE is to show kids that they exist not for their own glory, but to give 
God praise! In a fun way, we hope to show kids what it means to have a high view of our amazing God. We 
want them to get down and lift God high!  
  

Come as a family and bring the neighbors!   Kids will constantly be 
reminded that at VBS the words “get down” mean a lot more than just 
busting a move! It’s a way of remembering our place compared to a holy, 
righteous God. 
 
As is typical in a Go Fish project, music will play a huge role in the theme, 
teaching, and worship times. 
  
It’s going to be amazing!  Serve with us, come as a family, and bring 
friends!  Share PRAISE with our community!     
  
Be checking Facebook for the SPCC VBS page, coming soon!   
 
For more information about how you can serve at this Summer’s PRAISE 
VBS contact Ms. Diona at ext 2230 or diona@spcc-cma.org or Pastor 
Duane at ext 2226 or duane@spcc-cma.org 
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Children’s Ministry 

Pre-Registration  

Begins June  1st 

Get  a   praise  cd  free  when  

you  pre-register. 

Sign   up  online  or  pick  up  a  

registration  form  from  

pastor  duane  or  diona 
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What is PRAISE…it is simple yet profound…The 
whole point of PRAISE VBS is to show kids that they 
exist not for their own glory, but to give God praise!  In 
a fun way, we hope to show kids what it means to have 
a high view of our amazing God.  We want to “Get 
down and lift God high!”  The words “Get down” mean 
a lot more than just busting a move!  It is a way of 
remembering our place compared to a holy, righteous 
God.   

Each day we will focus on an attribute of God and then 
praise Him in response.  We will share the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, and teach the importance of the Bible. 
We want to help kids understand their need for the 
Savior and show them a high view of Scripture by 
using our bibles and using them often!   

Volunteering for a week of VBS is a commitment 
indeed.  However, the rewards can be eternal and your 
labor will not be in vain. We ask you to join us in 
embracing the opportunity given to us through the 
ministry of VBS and use it to impact the next 
generation with the gospel of Jesus Christ! 

VOLUNTEER 

VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To sign up to volunteer, contact Pastor Duane or Diona at: 
Duane@spcc-cma.org   /  Diona@spcc-cma.org 

Or by calling 360.659.2844. 
 

More information is available at 
www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org. 



 



 

GET INVOLVED! 

Ways To Serve 

Current Opportunities In 

Children’s Ministries: 
 

Saturday Evenings 
6:00 pm Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

6:00 pm Kid’s Church  

(1st – 5th Grades) 

 

 

Sunday Mornings 
9:00 am Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

9:00 am Elementary Sunday 

School 

9:00 am Buddies  

(Special Needs) 

10:45 am Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

10:45 am Kid’s Church  

(1st-4th Grades) 

10:45 am Buddies  

(Special Needs) 

 

  

Tuesday Evening  
Nursery Care  

(Birth – 2 Yrs) 

Discovery Club Preschool  

(3 yrs – K) 

Discovery Club Elementary  

(1st – 5th Grades) 

 

 

Special Events/Ministries 
Vacation Bible School  

(July 16-20) 

Moppet Program for MOPS 

(Tuesday Mornings) 

CAMA Camp  

(Aug 4-11) 

 

To get involved, contact pastor 

Duane or Ms. Diona at 

duane@spcc-cma.org or 

diona@spcc-cma.org. 

 

For: Elementary Students entering 4th or 5th grade in Fall of 2012 
(Older Students from SPCC are asked to attend Jr. High Camp). 
 
Register online at: www.camacamp.org or pick-up a registration 
form in the elementary classrooms here at SPCC. 
 
Parents… Your camper will have a week of Great Fun, Christian 
Friends, Intentional Discipleship, and a Life Impacting experience. 
Pastor Duane is the Camp Director, he loves to talk about C.A.M.A. 
Camp so feel free to ask him any questions you might have. (Some 
scholarship money is available for campers who need assistance) 

For Students Entering 4th—5th Grade in the Fall of 2012 
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F 
or more than a decade, 
Operation Christmas 
Child has answered the 
call to share the love of 

Jesus Christ with hurting children 
around the world. In 2011, more 
than 8.6 million shoe box gifts 
were collected internationally 
from the United States and 10 
other countries. Since 1993, 
more than 94 million gift-filled 
shoe boxes have been 
distributed to children in more 
than 130 countries worldwide. 
In 2011, individuals, families, 

churches, and groups in the 
Northwest Region packed 
211,206 shoe box gifts for 
Operation Christmas Child that 
were sent to needy children 
worldwide--more than a five 
percent increase from 2010 and 
our church was part of this 
project!   
Here is a great story of how a 
Shoebox and the meaning that 
receiving a shoebox can make in 
the life of a child… 
Karen was 8 when she received a 
shoe box gift through a local 

church in the Philippines.  There, 
she heard the Gospel and 
accepted Jesus as her Lord and 
Savior.  “It changed my life and 
gave me a new relationship with 
Christ,” she said.  “When you say 
that Christ died for us, kids may 
not really understand that, but 
when I received this gift and the 
teacher shared about Jesus, I 
understood.  It’s like God is 
always giving us a gift.  Eternal 
life is the most precious gift one 
can ever receive.” 
A decade later, Karen still keeps 

“It changed my life and gave me a new 
relationship with Christ,” she 
said.  “When you say that Christ died for 
us, kids may not really understand that, 
But when I received this gift and the 
teacher shared about Jesus, I 
understood.  It’s like God is always giving 
us a gift.  Eternal life is the most 
precious gift one can ever receive.” 

HOW YOUR GIFTS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE 
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her shoe box- complete with 
doll, notebook, and other 
treasures- and she is still sharing 
the Good news that transformed 
her life.  Recently, she was 
trained to teach “the Greatest 
Journey” - the discipleship 
program developed by 
Samaritan’s Purse specifically for 
Operation Christmas Child.  Now, 
because of that shoe box gift 
sent to Karen years ago, 
countless children in the 
Philippines will have the 
opportunity to discover the 
Bible, hear the Gospel, and turn 
to Christ in repentance and 

faith.  Back when Karen received 
her shoe box, God enabled 
Operations Christmas Child to 
reach about 4 million 
Children.  This year, after much 
prayer and preparation, we are 
trusting the Lord for 8 million- 
more than twice as 
many!  Through The Greatest 
Journey, our staff and church 
partners are working to multiply 
the evangelistic impact of your 
shoebox gift.  Available in over 
60 languages, this 12-lesson 
Bible Study is led by local 
volunteer teachers.  Children not 
only learn how to receive Jesus 

and follow Him, but also how to 
pray for and share their faith 
with family and friends.   
All over the world, we are seeing 
how God is using Operation 
Christmas Child and The Greatest 
Journey to spread the Gospel 
and strengthen local 
churches.  Thank you Smokey 
Point Community Church for 
sending 88 packed shoeboxes 
around the world this past 
year!  It really makes an eternal 
difference! 
 

Ms. Diona 
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Financial Update 

  
Our church body ended the April 2011 through March 2012 budget year with good results.  For the first time in many years, 
contributions were far above what was budgeted.  Our average weekly giving for the year was $21,220 and our monthly 
giving was $91,950.  Expenses were kept slightly under budget so our cash reserves are at a healthy level.  As we look 
forward to the coming budget year, the approved weekly budget is $20,163.  Giving will need to stay at or near its current 
level to continue to meet the anticipated expenses.  Thank you to the Governing Board for their continued good 
stewardship and to the church body for your continued faithfulness.  God has greatly blessed Smokey Point Community 
Church.  
 
  

  
Our Ministry Expansion Fund that pays for the mortgage on our south property has not done as well this year.  Giving to 
this fund has only averaged $1,792 a week and approximately $2,200 is needed to meet our obligation.  In October of 2010 
there was $30,000 set aside from the church planting fund to supplement these payments and as of this writing less than 
$4,000 is left.  Please prayerfully consider supporting this fund above and beyond your normal tithing.  As Pastor Jim 
mentioned in one of his messages, if every SPCC family gave only $15 a month (that’s one coffee a week!) we would easily 
be able to meet our financial commitment.   

April 11’ - March 12’ YTD Actual YTD  Budget Over (Under)    
Budget 

Contributions $1,103,429  $994,152  $109,277  

Expenses:    

Salaries and Benefits $646,993  $637,412  $9,581  

Ministry Expenses $95,207  $101,605  ($6,398) 

Administrative and CMA $118,253  $114,008  $4,245  

Office, Communication, and IT $64,003  $65,337  ($1,334) 

Maintenance/First Impressions $64,951  $75,790  ($10,839) 

Total $989,407  $994,152  ($4,745) 
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31 People Were Baptized This Easter 



 


