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The Empty Nesters is the newest group at SPCC!·        

Who we are – we’re a loosely-structured group of 
SPCC adults aged somewhere between child-rearing and 
Live Wires.   While our kids may or may not still live at home, 
they’re generally past high school age, and don’t demand 
quite as much of our energy as they used to – so we finally 
have some time to get out and have fun on our own! 

What we do – we get together every month or so 
to expand our circle of church friends through fun, fellowship 
and food.  We might meet at church, at someone’s home, at a 
bowling alley or anywhere there’s something fun to do.  We 
have no social committee, so we just take turns choosing an 
activity and making the arrangements for that month.  

How to be a part  
Watch for announcements in the bulletin and join the fun!  
Host an activity.  Do it as a couple, or with friends, or even 
your whole Life Group.  Hosting involves:  
Choosing what, where and when.  Be creative – don’t feel as 
if you need to plan a big party, just think of something you 
enjoy doing, and invite everybody along!  Possibilities:  game 
night, Saturday picnic, barbecue, bowling, hiking, movies 
and popcorn, etc. 

1       Decisions about food – could be anything from snacks 
and desserts to a full potluck, or even just ‘dutch treat’ at a 
local restaurant. 

2       Contact the church office to get it on the calendar and 
in the bulletin.  If you need to know in advance how many will 
attend, arrange to have a signup sheet at the Event Center. 

3       Finances – we’re completely self-supporting.  If you 
have extra expenses to cover, feel free to put out a dona-
tions cup. 

5 Month Report  - We have had 3 socials, so 
far.  We started in November with a dessert, games, and get-
acquainted night.  Then on New Year’s Eve we had a “New Year’s 
in New York Party”, where we played games, ate some snacky 
type foods, and celebrated the new year at 9pm, (midnight New 
York time) so we could get home early!  The first part of March we 
had a dinner at Amigos restaurant followed by bowling at the 
Stanwood bowling alley.  The scores weren’t high, but we had a 
lot of fun! 

We’ve had 41 Empty Nesters join us for at least one of the 
activities, some we’ve gotten to know better and several we’ve 
met for the first time. 

Watch the bulletin in May for an announcement concerning our 
next get-together. 

Contact Brenda Voelker at 360.435.5072 for more information 
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     ver been bungee 
jumping? Neither have I. 
Sometimes as Easter 
a p p r o a c h e s ,  i n 
contemplation of the Death 
and Resurrection of Jesus, 
new parallels or illustrations 
come to mind. This year, 
it’s bungee jumping. Seeing 
a picture of a man about to 
jump off his little platform, 
staring death in the face, 
coming to grips with not just 
the possibility, but the 
simulation. He is about to simulate his own death, yet just before consummation this death is set into 
reversal, and back upward he flies. 

I think of Christ; He did a bungee jump that required impact, and did it on our behalf. If we were to do Christ’s bungee jump 
ourselves, we would’ve hit the ground as He did, died on impact, and flung back up lifeless, flailing in resurrection unto death. 
But Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit, mortally impacted upon the Earth, was recoiled back into life – beating the power of 
death by His great Omnipotence. Death holds no finality to Him. Death, where is your victory? Your sting? It’s Finished. 

There are endless examples in nature foreshadowing and depicting The Death and Resurrection. The transformation of a 
caterpillar to a butterfly, the falling dead tree nourishing new foliage, hibernation, and the frozen Wood Frog of northern 
Canada which freezes solid with no organic activity then thaws to reanimate! 

Death and Life are in most ways opposites. The dive down is the opposite direction of the bounce back upward. In one we stop 
breathing, in the other, we are. One entails brain activity, the other has none. One represented by Hell, the other the New Earth; 
Eternal Separation vs. Eternal Communion. These indeed are poles, yet, in Christ, Life and Death become in some senses less 
than opposites, and the word that ties them is Redemption. 

The word Redemption in our context means to reverse the negative reality into one of worth. God’s nature is proven since the 
beginning to be The Redeemer – which means He takes what is broken and fixes it; Frees Slaves; Pardons the Guilty; Protects 
the Exposed. Redemption is one of the most relevant and applicable concepts to almost every detail of our daily lives. Let’s 
discuss some of the ways we see the Redemption of God, and see if we can sense the narrowing gap between death and life. 

When we think of the Passion – the suffering and death of Christ was necessitated by the resurrection, and the resurrection was 
necessitated by the death and suffering. They are two opposites, brought into a single event to form a third way: redemption. 

E 
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Jesus was addressing the universal problem – 
the Fall of mankind. The Fall, as recorded in 
Genesis 3 means that Death entered into our 
world, and began its work in and through all 
beings in all creation. Not only did we as 
humans become spiritually dead in those 
moments, but we began to carry Death in our 
bodies… from our birth we are decaying, and 
headed for the grave, something that was not 
part of our original created form. 

The Death of the Fall is experienced in all areas 
of life! Physically: whether by cancer or other 
diseases, simple conditions like arthritis or 
chronic muscular problems, being fatigued or 
sick, in/through violence; the decaying world 
causes problems – pollution, difficult farming, 
droughts, famines, natural disasters, etc., etc. 
We experience death Socially: divorce, abuse, 
fights, conflicts in family or with friends; 
Emotionally: loneliness, depression, 
uncertainty, self doubt, self hatred, shame, 
fear, guilt; and of course Spiritually. 

This is obviously not an exhaustive list, but the 
point is that whenever we are experiencing life 
tainted by the Fall, we are experiencing Death 
(the main affect of the Fall). Christ did not die 
on our behalf just to save us from our Spiritual 
death, but He ransomed us, brought us into 
relationship with God who brings resurrection 
into every aspect of our experience of death. 
When someone is healed from a sickness – 
they were experiencing death, but when 
restored to health, experience the resurrection. 
When a conflict between two believers occurs 
they are experiencing the death of the Fall, but 
when they reconcile, they experience the 
resurrection of Christ. 

What ways has the death and resurrection been 

playing itself out in your life? The more we ponder this question we will be able 
to identify multitudes of examples all happening concurrently. We experience 
dozens of examples of death and resurrection just during each day, and others 
occur over long periods of time. What are some recent resurrections you’ve 
experienced as answers to what deaths? In what ways are you experiencing 
death right now, awaiting resurrection? 

These are important things to meditate on, especially during this Resurrection 
season. In Galatians Paul explains that we have been crucified with Christ – 
that it’s no longer we who live, but Christ lives in us. This is not just the death 
and resurrection that initiates our salvation – indeed we’ve been unified with 
Him in that ultimate, once and for all, death and resurrection depicted in 
baptism – but its also the ongoing experience of the believer to live in the 
death and resurrection of Christ in this kind of daily multiplicity, . 

Starting to see the narrowing gap? In Christ, to live and to die become one and 
the same! When we participate in communion, we symbolically ingest His 

death, which is our life. 
When we follow Christ in 
baptism, we are buried in 
the place of death (sheol/
the sea), and raised up to 
new life. 

Jesus said, "If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. 
For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake will save it. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and 
loses or forfeits himself?” 

Indeed, death is the regular companion of the believer – but not just the Death 
of the Fall that everyone experiences – chosen death to self. For this, it is 
because we understand that the only True Life is the Lord Jesus Christ. For us, 
death and life are one and the same. Jesus explains that in order to follow Him, 
we need to constantly be dying to self, and allowing Him to resurrect us into 
Him. We choose death because we know that no true Life can come from us.  

Therefore, let us die to ourselves in order that we would accept and live in the 
abiding Life of Christ. May we experience the constancy of His’ resurrection in 
and through all of our experiences of death in the world, and in addition, may 
we choose daily, death to self, which is life unto us.    by Paul Waggoner 

For this, it is because we 
understand that the only True 
Life is the Lord Jesus Christ. 
For us, death and life are one 
and the same.  
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LEADERSHIP N e w l y  V o t e  
G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D  2  Y E A R  T E R M  

Leslie Pokswinski Leslie has been married to the 
man of her dreams, Mike, for 36 years. They have attended 
SPCC for 20 years and have three boys, three daughters-in-
law and five grandchildren.  She has served as a deaconess, 
Life Group leader, MOPS classroom teacher, Sr. High leader 
(in discipleship and life group).  She enjoys kayaking, and 
spending time with people, especially her kids and 
grandchildren.   

Secretary - Laurie Bisset  Laurie and Joel 
have been married 11 1/2 years and attended SPCC for 16 
years.  She has two stepsons, Sam (28) and Ben (25). Laurie 
has been involved in the Junior and High School ministries 
served on the Governing Board for four years and served as 
coordinator for several large events over the years. She 
enjoys hanging out with her husband, gardening and the 
beach (preferably Hawaii!).  

Jack Harding Jack has been attending SPCC for 14 
years and began regularly attending nine years ago. He and 
Lisa have been married 15 years and have two children, Luke 
(5) and Kaitlyn (3). He is active in his Life Group, currently 
serves on the Governing Board, volunteers for the worship 
ministry and leads a men’s life group.  He enjoys wilderness 
exploring in off-road vehicles and woodworking.  

Treasurer - Kathy McCone Kathy and her 
husband George have attended SPCC for 11 years and 
have been married for 19 years. They have six children and 
five grandchildren. In addition to serving as Treasurer on the 
Governing Board for the last five years, Kathy serves in the 
nursery, on the Missions Task Force and leads a women’s 
Life Group. She loves to read, garden and take walks.  

Adam Lingenfelter Adam and his wife of 16 
years, Lisa, have been attending SPCC for 21 years, but 
really plugged in the last eight. They have four children, 
Brooklyn (13), Alison (11), Madison (9) and Boston (7). Adam 
leads a Life Group with his wife, helped with the Foundations 
class and led a group in the Impressions Ministry (Levites). 
He enjoys several sports; boating, golf, football, baseball & 
motorsports to name a few.  
Steve Ray  Steve has been attending SPCC for over 
18+ years, with his wife Kimberley. They have been married 
33 years and have three children and three granddaughters. 
He serves as the team captain for the Usher/Greeter 
Ministry, has been on the nominating committee and 
currently serves on the Governing Board. He enjoys 
puttering in his garage or around the yard, camping and 
exploring high country around Darland Mountain.  

D E A C O N S  1  Y E A R  T E R M  
R. Boe Knaus Boe has been attending SPCC for 5 
years.  He and his wife Suzanne have been married for 15 
years and have five children between them. They have five 
grandchildren with one due in June. Boe is currently leading a 
Life Group and serves as a leader on our Usher Greeter team. 
He enjoys camping, canoeing, snowshoeing and sailing. He is 
also a rail enthusiast.  

Jon Senn Jon and Linda have been married for 20 
years and attended SPCC since October 2008.  They have 
three children, Elijah (12), Emily (11) and Ethan (9).  He has 
taught in the 3rd & 4th grade Sunday School and has been 
part of a Life Group since 2008. He enjoys hiking, camping & 
biking. Working out and playing racquetball are also on the 
list. 

G O V E R N I N G  B O A R D  1  Y E A R  T E R M  
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John Jones John and Kelly have been attending SPCC 
for 13 years and have been married 16 years. They have a 
daughter, Jessica who is now 15.  John has served as an 
Usher and Greeter the past 11 years and served as Deacon 
the past two years. He enjoys fishing, camping and being 
involved with his Life Group. 

Rob McCrorie Rob and his wife Pam have been 
married 22 years. They have been attending SPCC for 10 
years and have four children, Jordan (21), Lauren (17), 
Monica (15) and Jessica (8). He has served in a secondary 
role supporting his family as they have served in the 
Children’s Ministry and is currently serving as Deacon. He 
enjoys camping, fishing, home improvements and auto 
repair.   

Shaela Noe Shaela and Darrin have been attending 
SPCC for 5 years. They have been married 15 years and 
have two children, Ezri (10) and Ethan (7). Shaela has 
served in D-Club, MOPS, Sunday School, CAMA Camp & 
serves breakfast to our Worship team.  She enjoys 
snowboarding, being out in nature, cooking, gardening, 
music and camping with her family.  

Cathy Apgar Cathy and her husband of 16 years, 
Kevin, have been coming to SPCC for ten years. They have 
three children, Sarah (14), Bethany (11), Jessica (9), and 
are also foster parents.  She and her husband serve in the 
Nursery and are involved with their Life Group Cathy 
currently serves as Deaconess. She loves to read, sing and 
bake together with riding bikes and other activities with her 
family 

Dawn Stoelting Dawn and her husband Wade 
have been married for 18 years and have attended SPCC 
since 1996.  They have two children, Jennifer (12) and 
Jonathan (10).  She has taught Sunday School, been 
involved in Life Group ministry, MOPS and women’s retreat, 
as well as serving in the church office and as a deaconess. 
She enjoys gardening, camping, reading scrapbooking and 
skiing.  

D E A C O N E S S  1  Y E A R  T E R M  

1  Y E A R  T E R M  N O M I N A T I N G  C O M M I T T E E  
Amy Quick Amy has been attending SPCC since she 
was five years old (22 years). She has been married to her 
husband Tyler for six years and has two girls Chloe (5) and 
Roslyn (3). She has served as the MOPS Childcare 
Coordinator and has led a Life Group with her husband .  
Amy enjoys sewing, reading, scrapbooking, watching moves 
and playing with their girls. Oh, and going on dates with her 
husband. 

Steve Robinson Steve and Sue have been married 
for 40 years and attended SPCC for 20 years.  They have 
two grown children and four grandchildren.  Prior to Steve’s 
recent two year absence for ministry in California, he served 
on a short term mission in Africa, served as an Elder and 
Deacon and led a Life Group. He enjoys helping people and 
being retired.  

Jim Lashua - Alternate Nominating 
Committee Jim has attended SPCC for 5 years and 
is married to Jeni. They have been married 20 years and 
have two boys ages 14 and 19. Jim has been serving at 
the sound board for over two years and is involved with a 
Life Group. He enjoys running and photography. 



8 

LENT 
 
The purpose of Lent is to be a season of 
fasting, self-denial, Christian growth, 
penitence, conversion, and simplicity. 
Lent, which comes from the Teutonic 
(Germanic) word for springtime, can 
be viewed as a spiritual spring 
cleaning: a time for taking spiritual 
inventory and then cleaning out those 
things which hinder our corporate and 
personal relationships with Jesus 
Christ and our service to him.  
 
Thus it is fitting [in Catholic Tradition] 
that the season of Lent begin with a 
symbol of repentance: placing ashes 
mixed with oil on one's head or 
forehead. However, we must remember 
that our Lenten disciplines are 
supposed to ultimately transform our 
entire person: body, soul, and spirit. 
Our Lenten disciplines are supposed to 
help us become more like Christ. 
Eastern Christians call this process 

theosis, which St. Athanasius aptly 
describes as "becoming by grace what 
God is by nature." 
 
There are a few basic tasks that 
traditionally have been associated with 
Lent. Many of these have a long 
history. These are fasting, almsgiving, 
and prayer. In 
addition, reading 
the Scriptures and 
t he  C hur c h ' s 
Writings can help 
one grow during 
Lent. Let's look at fasting. 
 
Fasting: The Western Rite of the 
Catholic Church requires its members 
age 18 to 59 to fast on Ash Wednesday 
and Good Friday, unless a physical 
condition prevents otherwise. This 
means only one full meal is permitted. 
The Fridays of Lent are days of 
required abstinence, meaning meat, 
and soups or gravies made of meat, are 

not permitted. Abstinence is required 
of those age 14 and older. Most 
Protestant churches that celebrate Lent 
do not have these official requirements. 
However, when we "give something up" 
for Lent, we are embracing a form of 
fasting, an excellent spiritual 
discipline. Eastern Christians have a 

more rigorous 
fast, abstaining 
from meat, 
wine, oil, dairy 
products, and 
even fish. Some 

give up things they have an inordinate 
desire for, e.g. sweets, caffeine, etc. By 
giving these up, the person fasting 
learns to control a particular part of his 
or her life, which leads to greater self-
discipline even when Lent is over. As 
such in Lent we are able to learn, 
examine, and get under control our 
material excesses. Whatever you decide 
to fast from, remember, as Steven 
Clark likes to say: "Lent is more than a 

.:A journey of discovery, by addition, subtraction,  and introspection:. 

"becoming by grace 
what God is by nature." 
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diet." Lent is about spiritual results, not material ones. So, 
while losing a few pounds may be a nice side benefit, all 
fasting should be done for God's glory and spiritual growth. 
 
The experience of fasting is significant on many more levels as 
well. Fasting is supposed to be a time of increased prayer and 
reflection. The hunger or urges for your Lenten item is to be 
used as a reminder to pray, and to substitute indulging with 
prayer. 
 
The physical experience of denying ones’ self something we 
want is a small but constant reminder of the suffering of Jesus 
Christ. Fasting during Lent is meant to remind us of Christ’s 
suffering and to participate/relate to it in contemplation. 
 
VITAL STATS 
 
Lent Definition and Summary 
Lent is the period of fasting leading up to the feast of Easter, 
recalling Jesus' 40-day fast in the wilderness. Catholic Lent 
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends right before the evening 
Masses of Holy Thursday, although Lenten penance continues 
through Holy Saturday. In 2011, Lent begins on March 9 in the 
Western Church. 
 
Basic Facts About Lent 
Liturgical Color(s): Violet (Purple) 
Type of Holiday: Fast 
Time of Year: Immediately following Ordinary Time after 
Epiphany; varies 
Duration: Liturgically Lent lasts 44 Days, begins on Ash 
Wednesday and ends before the Paschal Triduum (and 
includes Sundays). The traditional Lenten fast is observed for 
40 days, starting on Ash Wednesday, going through Holy 
Week, excluding Sundays.  
Celebrates/Symbolizes: Jesus' wilderness fast; Preparation for 
Easter 
Alternate Names: Great Lent 
Scriptural References: Matthew 4:1-11; Luke 4:1-13 
 
History 
Lent probably originated with the pre-Easter baptismal rituals 
of catechumens, although the number of days set aside for 
fasting varied according to region. Irenaeus (AD 180) testifies 
to the variety of durations of pre-Easter fasts in the second 
century. Tertullian (AD 200) suggests that Catholics fasted 
two days prior to Easter, but that the Montanists (a heretical 
sect that Tertullian later joined) fasted longer. However, the 
number forty, hallowed by the fasts of Moses, Elijah, and 
especially Jesus, probably influenced the later fixed time of 40 

days. The Canons of Nicaea (AD 325) were the first to mention 
40 days of fasting. Initially the forty day Lenten fast began on 
a Monday, and was intended only for those who were 
preparing to enter the Church at Easter. Lent still begins on a 
Monday in many Eastern Churches. Eventually the West 
began Lent on Ash Wednesday, and soon the whole Church, 
and not just catechumens, observed the Lenten fast. The East 
has no equivalent to Ash Wednesday. 
 
The earliest fasts of Lent tended to be very strict, allowing one 
meal a day, and even then meats, eggs, and other indulgences 
were forbidden. The Eastern Churches follow this today. Now, 
in the Western Church, only Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are enjoined as strict fast days, but Fridays are set aside for 
abstinence from meat. Sundays are not a part of the Lenten 
fast, because Sunday is always a feast of the resurrection. The 
Western liturgical color of Lent is violet, symbolizing royalty 
and penitence. Lent nearly always trumps the observances of 
minor feast days. Too many festivals take away from the 
simple and penitential spirit of the Lenten season. 

(Next page: PRACTICE LENT AS A FAMILY!) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Growing up I didn’t really know a whole lot about Lent.  Even 
though my dad was a pastor, it just wasn’t something that we 
observed in our family’s Easter traditions.  It wasn’t until after 
college that I began to learn more about the tradition and participate 
in different aspects of observing Lent and it has become a very 
meaningful experience for me. 
 
Lent is a time of preparation  for Easter.  A time of ‘getting ready’ to 
remember and celebrate Jesus death and resurrection.  In the early 
days of the Church it was a time for new believers to learn about 
their faith and prepare to be baptized.  Traditionally, 
Lent is the forty days before Easter (not counting 
Sundays) and begins on Ash Wednesday.  Many people 
use this time as a season of repentance and inward 
reflection. 
There are 4 spiritual acts of Lent that have historically 
been practiced among believers during the Lenten 
season. 
• giving to the poor 
• prayer 
• fasting (or abstaining) 
• repentance 
Recognizing Lent as a family can offer a valuable time 
for your family to create traditions together.  These traditions will 
help your children understand the celebration of Easter and 
will create meaningful memories for your family.  Participating in 
Lent can also open up a spiritual dialogue within your family to 
discuss why we celebrate Easter and why it is important.  
 
Here are some different activities to consider doing with your family. 
 
Donate:  Gather items from around your house that could be 
donated to a local organization.  Clothing, gently used toys, and non-
perishable food items could help families in need.  Discuss with your 
children why you are doing this and where the items are going. 
 
Collect: Save your spare change or designate a certain amount of 
money each week to go toward a charity or ministry that helps the 
poor.  Consider having your child give a portion of their own money 
or allowance toward this. 
 
Volunteer:  Find a local organization (soup kitchen, homeless 
shelter, neighbor in need) that you can volunteer some time at as a 
family. 
Pray:  Create a prayer list or prayer box where you can write down 
different items to pray for as a family.  Set aside a time each day to 

pray together and recognize how God has answered 
your prayers. 
 
Memorize:  Read the Lord’s Prayer together and set a 
goal to memorize it as a family.  (Matthew 6:9-13) 
 
Fasting:  Give up something together as a family.  It 
could be for the entire season of Lent or just focus on 
one week or even one activity.  Replace that thing with 
a God-focused experience if possible.  Some 

suggestions would be giving up a 
favorite family TV show or take the 
money you would have spent to go out 
to dinner together and buy food for a 
food pantry. 
 
New Life:  Find an activity to do with 
your children that can represent the 
‘new life’ we have in Christ.  This could 
be a special craft/activity, planting some 
spring flowers, or making resurrection 
eggs. 
 

Family Devotions:  Spend some time during the Lent 
season reading the Bible together and talking about 
repentance.  The ministry of Jesus, Jonah, and the 
Easter Story (Mark 14-16; Luke 22-24) are some 
passages you can focus on. 
Introduction 
 
Many Christians throughout the world observe Lent. 
Catholic, Orthodox, and many Protestants look 
forward to this annual time of sacrifice and simplicity. 
For non-Christians, Lent can be a bit of a mystery. For 
some, Lent is a period of going on a diet; for others, it 
is when Catholic co-workers show up to work with 
ashes on their heads, and fast food restaurants start 
selling fish sandwiches. Many Christians, even those 
whose churches do not celebrate Lent officially, find 
they are attracted to Lent. Whatever your theological 
or denominational affiliation, we highly recommend 
exploring the season known as Lent. 
 
by Courtney Pedersen / Grace Community Church / 
www.graceplace.com 
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PRACTICE LENT AS A FAMILY... 
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Know people who need Jesus? As believers, it's 
important to have at least a few people in our lives who 
need to see the love of Jesus played out in 
relationship. As people encounter the Gospel in 
relationship with believers, it is compelling and life-
changing. The Salt & Light workshop is an opportunity 
to gain skills and understanding for effectively sharing 
your faith with others. Join us in learning more about 
what it means to ‘Go and make disciples...’ Saturday 
March 19, from 9:00 to 2:00 in B201. 

Salt & Light 
Building Relational Bridges for Sharing the Gospel 
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“Thanks again for the class, it was helpful to get 
practical techniques for speaking the Gospel into 
the lives of unbelievers.  I would say the biggest 
benefit for me was the realization that the best 
method for guiding someone toward Christ 
is going to be different for everyone.  One Christ 
fits all, however one method of witnessing may 
not.  I was relieved that sometimes an indirect 
approach maybe best.  The class definitely [helped 
me] see the discipleship opportunity that's in front 
of us everyday.” 

 Kevin Lloyd 
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Death & resurrection: ibaptism 
By Tim Quick & Paul Waggoner 

There are many appropriate remembrances for Christians to take part in 
during the Passover/Easter season. Taking Communion reminds us of 
Christ’s sacrificial death—the ultimate Passover. Fasting for Lent 
reminds us of Jesus’ suffering, and celebrations on Sundays are to revel 
in the incomprehensible Glory of the resurrection and ascension. 

But baptism is often overlooked as a primary depiction and ordinance 
appropriate for Easter time. Jesus was baptized in water into ‘John’s 
Baptism’ - which was a baptism of repentance (though He didn’t need to 
repent, there were other reasons for this), but it was later that Jesus was 
truly baptized—it was when He died, was buried, and rose again on the 
third day. 

Baptism has always held the symbolism of death and resurrection. From 
the flood destroying the sinful people, and Noah rising above the death 
with his family in the ark, to Moses’ baptism of Israel in the Red Sea—
walking through a place of death where no one should ever survive, then 
coming up safely on the other side. Israel was being buried in death to 
the life of slavery in Egypt they had just left, and when they came up on 
the other side, it was a brand new beginning—resurrected to a new life! 
Moses’ baptism was one of salvation. 

Later, Joshua led Israel safely on dry land across the Jordan River 

during flood stage. Joshua’s baptism was a baptism 
of promise or covenant, as Israel enters new life in 
their covenanted promises they previously were not 
experiencing. 

We as believers participate in all of these examples 
of baptism rolled into the one baptism of Christ. 
When we are baptized, it symbolizes our salvation; 
our death to our old lives, and being risen again to 
new life in Jesus Christ. But like Noah’s baptism, it 
symbolizes the cleansing of sins; like Joshua’s it 
indicates our entrance into covenant relationship with 
God; and like John’s, it is the initiation of a lifestyle of 
repentance. 

We are thankful this Passover season for the 
ordinance of baptism, and all it represents… so 
beautiful and deep. 

In weekend services on March 19th and 20th, we 
will share in the baptisms of Christ-followers who are 
obediently responding to Christ’s command that all 
believers be baptized. Following are excerpts from 
some of the testimonies they will give at their 
baptisms. 
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“Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death. Therefore we 
have been buried with Him through baptism into death so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, 
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall 
also be in the likeness of His resurrection, knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him in order that our body of sin 
might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin, for he who has died is freed from sin. Now if we have died 
with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him, knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, is never to die 
again, death no longer is master over Him for the death that He died, He died to sin once for all but the life that He lives, he lives to 
God. Even so, consider yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” Rom 6:3-11 
 
There is no greater miracle than the miracle of the resurrection of a spiritually dead person to new life in Christ. God takes the blind and 
deaf, opens their eyes, ears and hearts to understand the Gospel, gives them the faith to embrace it and raises these spiritually dead 
people to live life forever in Christ. The transformation to new life is founded on the work of Christ and an unshakeable future hope in 
heaven and is lived out as a present reality by those who are changed from people under the power of sin to people who live their lives in 
service to Christ their King. From the moment God resurrects people to this new life, they are continuing to surrender to Christ as He is 
continually transforming them into His likeness. 
 
Darrin 
Shortly after starting to attend Smokey Point Community Church I realized that I had been rejecting God for many years.  I had to admit that 
God is in control and that I am not and that I needed make Jesus Lord of my life.  I accepted again that Jesus Christ was my Lord and 
Savior but also accepted that I needed to follow his example in order to truly change from the person I was to the person I needed to be for 
my family. Having Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior has helped me to let go of the control issues that were the source of my sin and 
causing me frustration and anger.  Jesus broke the power of sin in my life. I still struggle but I’m not in bondage like I used to be. 
 
 
Corinna 
I came to put my faith in Jesus when I realized I can’t save myself or try to 
earn salvation. Jesus is my Savior and Lord, and paid the penalty for my 
disobedience towards God. I needed someone outside myself to change me 
inwardly… This past year, God showed me my wrong doings and how I was 
being disobedient. I was going through the motions, trying to be good 
enough, not trusting in God to supply all my needs, trying to live life on my 
own, trying so hard to earn my salvation based on my performance, and 
more importantly I was not giving God 100% of my life. I finally admitted my sins and now I’m trusting in Jesus’ righteousness rather than 
my own. Jesus has restored to me a new heart and broken the power of sin in my life. Jesus has changed the way I think; handle 
difficulties, and how I relate to others. Christ has given me hope, security, love, encouragement, and confidence in the things I once feared. 
I still struggle but now I’m not in the bondage I used to be in.  
 
 
 

Keith 
I was raised in a Christian home but sadly never really asked or cared what really being a Christian meant,  I kind of just went thru the 
motions.  When I was 15 we had a house fire and that kind of got my attention but sadly again I never followed up on the whole God being 
there for me thing I just knew He was and thought that was good enough. When I turned 18 I decided that I was going to live my life for 
myself so I turned to worldly pleasures to feel good.  It wasn't until recently after a tough and awkward breakup with my fiancé that I realized 
that without God I'm nothing and I cant do this on my own! So I surrendered my life to him and now want to take the step of displaying that 
to my bothers and sisters in Christ! And now I’m giving everything to him and I choose to put aside worldly pleasures and live for him! 
 

 
Sonya 
For years I felt this emptiness.  Despite all my efforts to fill it, I couldn't.  I found myself going to church in search of answers.  I learned 
about sin and the fate that was in store for me.  I really really really didn’t want that.  I finally realized, I can’t do this on my own.  Only 
through GOD’s gracious gift, Jesus, can I really be saved and fulfilled.  There is simply no life without Jesus. After accepting this gracious 
gift, three weeks ago, I've begun reading GOD’s word daily.  This has helped free me from my sinful ways.  I know that I will stumble along 
the way and will be faced with trials in life, but now I have hope.  Hope that through Jesus, and the price he paid, that I now have a 
relationship with GOD. 

Jesus has restored to me a 
new heart and broken the 
power of sin in my life. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, we do a church-wide Bible-
reading plan together. Please pick up a 
Reading Guide in the Lobby this 
weekend! Here are some stories of how 
‘Our Time With God’ has benefited 
families. 
“One of the most amazing things has happened with our foster 
son.  He kind of has a need to be in opposition to us, but we’ve been 
reading the Our Time with God readings since he came, and that’s 
the one area that we don’t hear ‘No, no, no.’  He has actually 
reminded us to do the reading many times in the last month and a 
half!  Just after dinner and before dessert, we’ll hear, ‘Bible!’  What 
a blessing to know that God’s Word means so much to children—it 
made him want his own Bible.” 

         - Kevin & Cathy Apgar 

“There is something powerful about being in God’s Word with your 
children.  We home school with a Christian curriculum infused with 
the Bible. We’ve done different devotionals to start our day thru the 
years (11yrs), but I’ve never just read thru the bible with them. This 
challenge has been the most wonderful way to start our day 
together. We’re not perfect, usually a little behind schedule, but 
leaning in to Him together with your children is a really good thing. 
Rob and I have learned how valuable personal Bible study is and are 
hoping and praying that we instill that in our children as well. 

Thanks for encouraging us to dig deeper.” 

 - Pam McCrorie 

“After spending a year in Gods word I have noticed a significant 
difference in my life. A renewing of my mind. This has brought 
about a wealth of change in my thought life, my attitude and the 
kind of person I am. It is change that I have sought through many 
other worldly ways. Nothing I have found has impacted who I truly 
am at my core like the Word of God! Glory to the Lord!!” 

 - Noel Easton 
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Dear SPCC, I want to give you a big thank you 

for a great job putting together the blood drive, 

February 14, 2011.   We registered 49 donors, collected 42 pints of 

blood, and had 6 first time donors!  This was 

another great turnout!  This was the most donors 

registered since April of 2005! Because 1 pint of blood can save up to 3 lives, 

126 patients lives will benefit because of all your 

efforts. 
Thank you Smokey Point Community Church for 

your ongoing support in our blood program.  We 

couldn’t do it without you! We look forward to your next blood drive on 
Monday, May 16, 2011.   Thank you all again for your partnership with the 

Puget Sound Blood Center! Gayle Richards Donor Resources Representative 
Puget Sound Blood Center (425) 740-2911 - office 1-888-475-4022 - toll free Gayler@psbc.org 
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BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, May 16, 2011 
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Resurrection life and intentional discipleship 
By Tim Quick 
 
Last year, your church leadership shared our commitment to more 
effectively fulfilling the second half of our purpose statement: 
Celebrating the supremacy of Jesus Christ and leading people into a 
growing relationship with Him 

We explained this commitment as an ongoing church effort to increase 
intentionality in making disciples. Creating disciples, after all, is the 
purpose Jesus has given the church. This intentional effort began with 
our Vital Signs message series and Life Group study as we examined 
our spiritual health. Life Group members discussed supporting each 
other in taking practical steps of growth. You may recall Pastor Jim 
stating that Vital Signs was just the first of many steps we will be 
taking to become a disciple-making church. 

Easter is an appropriate time to revisit this theme of intentionality in 
disciple-making because our ongoing efforts in discipleship find their 
foundation in the life, death, resurrection and ascension of our Savior. 
Consider the following verses. 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized 
into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We 
were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, 
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in 
newness of life…But now that you have been set free 
from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you 

get leads to sanctification and its end, eternal life. (Rom 6:3-4, 22) 

Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one 
will see the Lord. (Heb 12:14) 

Sadly, sanctification is a biblical term unfamiliar to many modern-day 
Christians. Theologian, Wayne Grudem, offers the following definition: 
“Sanctification: A progressive work of God and man that makes us more 
and more free from sin and like Christ in our actual lives.” 

When we respond to the Gospel by placing personal faith in Christ, God resurrects us from spiritual death and raises us to spiritual life. 
But, God’s salvation is not just about forgiving our sins. The salvation God provides in Christ is much more than salvation from 
something; it is salvation to something – living our new life in Christ. And that’s what sanctification is for the believer; walking in 
newness of life.  

Christ’s work breaks the power of sin in our lives. Romans, chapter 6 teaches us that the life, death, resurrection and ascension of 
Jesus results in ongoing sanctification in every true believer. The ongoing work of the Holy Spirit works to transform every Christian so 
that they become more and more Christ-like in character and day to day actions. Spiritual life results in spiritual growth. There is no 
such thing as a Christian who never grows. Every true Christian grows in holiness because of the past work of Christ for them and the 
present work of Christ in them. 

Whatever our profession of faith may be, if we are not growing in sanctification, we are not Christians. Make no mistake, our efforts in 

And that’s what sanctification 
is for the believer; walking in 

newness of life.  
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growth do not earn our salvation – absolutely not! Christ’s life, death, resurrection and ascension are what accomplishes the 
ongoing growth in holiness in every believer. Sanctification is not the means of our justification, but it most certainly is the fruit of it. 

What does all this have to do with intentional discipleship? Everything! Let’s review what Jesus said about making disciples. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. (Matt 
28:19-20a) 

Jesus defined making disciples as teaching believers to “observe” or obey all that He commanded. Leading people in growing 
obedience to God’s Word is the mark of intentional discipleship. Initially, people far from God respond in obedience to the Gospel 
message and Christ-followers continue that obedient response continues throughout their lives. The power for this growth in 
obedience is provided by Christ’s victory over sin and our resurrection to new life. God’s Holy Spirit, who comes to live in every 
believer at the moment of salvation, is the impetus behind our obedience. As disciples grow in new life and personal obedience to 
God’s Word, they teach others to do the same. Disciples reproduce disciples! 

At SPCC, we believe the best context for this intentional discipleship are Life Groups, small communities of Christ-followers who 
live out Hebrews 10:23-25. 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let 
us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 

In the coming years, we will work to equip our group leaders and members to pursue personal growth in obedience and grow in 
their ability to lead others to do the same.  Indifference to discipleship is not fitting for any 
believer. The work of Christ on our behalf is worthy of white-hot passion. Christ gave His 
all for us and we should do no less for Him. His life, death and resurrection not only 
obligates His followers to live in obedience and relationship with Him, it works in us the 
very desire to do so.  

Those who search their hearts and find no desire for growth in Christ-likeness should question whether they even have a 
relationship with Christ. Our salvation and our sanctification are inseparable. Christ accomplished both for us through His life, 
death, resurrection and ascension to heaven. A person cannot experience salvation without also experiencing growth in 
sanctification. The Apostle Peter expresses this very thought in 2 Pet 1: 3-11 

His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge 
of him who called us to his own glory and excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and 
very great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having 
escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of sinful desire. For this very reason, make 
every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, and godliness with 
brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, 
they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For 
whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed 
from his former sins. Therefore, brothers be all the more diligent to make your calling and election 
sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. For in this way there will be richly provided for 
you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. (2 Pet 1:3-11) 

This Easter season, as we reflect on the work of our glorious Savior, let’s show our gratitude for His work by pursuing discipleship 
with intentionality, by doing what the Apostle Paul urged young Timothy to do: Discipline yourself for the purpose of godliness. (1 
Tim 4:7) 

I pray that we respond, in our individual lives, in our Life Groups, and as a church Body, to the accomplished and ongoing work of 
Christ in us, by daily living out the new life Christ purchased for us. Let’s passionately pursue Him, in obedience to all of God’s 
Word for the glory of our Savior. 

Disciples reproduce 
disciples! 
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Did you know that in the past year there has been almost 100,000 

moms connected in a MOPS community and there are 3,694 MOPS 
groups in approximately 27 countries around the world. Impressive 
numbers for its humble start in 1973 for  eight women hanging out in 
Wheat Ridge, Colorado. 
 
Another fun fact is that it takes 66,500 hours (WOW) of volunteer work 
to keep everything running smoothly. I am so happy to be a part of 
such a wonderful ministry that makes moms and children a priority. 
If you have not heard of MOPS we are a thriving ministry here at 
Smokey Point that exists to encourage, equip and develop every 
mother of Preschoolers to realize her potential as a women, a mother 
and a leader in the name of Jesus Christ. We currently have 60 moms 
and 135 kids. MOPS is a outreach program designed for mothers and 
children, infant thru kindergarten. While moms build relationships, 
learn about parenting and other life skills, and about God’s love for 
them, the children are being nurtured in their own program. 
 
MOPS is thrilled to announce the 4th annual auction. Fiesta is the 
theme of this years MOPS Benefit auction and it is going to be fun, 
fun, fun! This year we are happy to partner up with Baja Fresh for a 

catered meal of fajitas, 2 kinds of beans, and of course, chips and 
salsa. Wouldn't it be fun to bring friends or family to a night of yummy 
food and awesome entertainment to boot? We will be having a silent 
and live auction. You will not want to miss our famous auctioneers - 
they are a hoot! You can support the auction by helping to get the 
word out, getting items donated and even baking a special dessert for 
the dessert dash.  
 
Location: Smokey Point Community Church 
When: Friday, April 15 at 5:30 
Admission: $10.00 which includes a full dinner and your paddle 
number. 
 
Tickets will be on sale  the weekend of April 9-10 and through the 
church office. Childcare will not be provided . Only checks and cash 
are accepted for the event. 
 
Check out the MOPS or SPCC Facebook pages for a list of items that 
will be updated daily. We thank you in advance for supporting MOPS 
and this ministry that has the ability to change many lives in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Please call Lisa Harding at 360-403-8948 or email 
jackandlisa1@frontier.com with any questions you may have. 

 
 Here are some of the unique items up for auction: 

* Basket of Stampin' Up cards  
* Stampin Up class for 4 
* Print by John Ebner 
* Local restaurant gift certificates 
* Science Center admission tickets 
* EMP admission tickets 
* Salon gift certificates 
* Seattle Aquarium admission tickets 
* Warm Beach- 1 week day camp for kids 
* Soda Fountain party  
* Jungleplayland admission for 10 
* Underground tour in Seattle 
* Weekend to Remember tickets 
* Woodland Park Zoo 
* Cord of wood 

* Desserts of the month for a year 
* Seattle Art Museum 
* Sturgeon fishing trip 
* Load of gravel 
* Zumba passes 
* Golfing at Kayak 

Point 
* Horseback riding lessons 
* Family Life - "Weekend to Remember" 
* Day trip to San Juan with airfare, meals and 

so much more 
* Mariners and Thunderbird tickets 
* Specialty cakes 
* Photograph packages  
* 2 new patient exams at Marysville Children's 

dentistry 

FIESTA! 

Mothers Of Pre-Schoolers Fund Raiser Auction 
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Meditations: HOW CHRIST ADDRESSES THE THREE MAIN WORLDVIEWS IN HIS DEATH & RESURRECTION 

by Paul Waggoner 
 

Is Jesus’ Death and Resurrection relevant to my life? What is its meaning? What can I meditate on during the Easter season as 
I partake in the suffering reminder of Lent? Let’s meditate together... 
The Death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ is central to all a Christian believes: to the fulfillment of all the Old Testament, to 
our daily lives, and to our ultimate ending in glory, with God. 

The Fall of mankind, told in Genesis 3, depicts the three main affects or results of sin: Guilt, Shame, and Fear. The guilt, 
shame, and fear paradigms are universal to 
all people of all cultures. But in each 
culture one of the three rises to the top as 
their main struggle/affect of life, and thus, 
the main focus of their salvation. 

Western Death & Resurrection: 
Adam Blames Eve, Eve Blames the 
Serpent… 

We in the west live with a ‘Guilt-based’ 
worldview. Guilt based societies occur the 
least often in the world and throughout 
world history. A guilt-based paradigm sees 
the world as a series of rights and wrongs; 
guilt and righteousness; sin or holiness. 
When we think of important historic things 
happening in our country, we immediately 
have imagery of a courtroom, of legislature, 
of lawmakers, politics, and presidential 
cabinets. Truth and Justice are not just the 
most important things to Superman – they 
are, what we in the west perceive to be the 
most important things to Jesus and His 
Father. We have overactive consciences by 
which we feel the weight of guilt, many 
times, when we’ve done nothing wrong for 
which to feel guilty! 

The Judicial Gospel is a wonderful and 
True doctrine that rings with hope for us 
guilt-based people in the West. We as 
humans have sinned – broken the Law and 
acted in offense to God. We face a 
prescribed punishment for those crimes, 
which we are guilty of before God, the 
righteous judge.   

(Continued on pg. 22) 
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Little Light Preschool  
OPEN REGISTRATION for the 2011/2012 School Year began March 1st. 
If you have a preschooler or know of a family with preschool aged children, informational 
brochures are in the church foyer.  Registration packets can be picked up in the church 
office or you can contact Lavaun Camp at (360) 659-2844. Detailed information can also 
be found on the church website.   

what’sHAPPENING... 

Baptisms 
Weekend Services March 19-20 
Please be in attendance to witness this wonderful expression of salvation, appropriately 
in the Easter/Passover season! 

Military Oil Change Outreach 
Saturday May 7, 9:00—2:00 
Bring in your craft for a free oil change! Open to all active military families! Smokey Point 
Community Church will be providing free oil changes to any active military family, in the 
main parking lot. Cars will have their oil and filter changed, outside washed, inside 
vacuumed and windows washed. Snacks and beverages will be available in the church 
lobby and kids activities will be available. Prior appointment is necessary by 4/26 so we 
can be sure to secure correct oil and filters for vehicles. Please call or email with any 
questions. We will need plenty of volunteers. Please call the church office if you want to 
serve @ 360.659.2844 

FIESTA! MOPS Fund Raising Auction 
Friday April 15 at 5:30PM @ SPCC 
Tickets will be on sale  the weekend of April 9-10 and through the church office. 
Childcare will not be provided . Only checks and cash are accepted for the event 
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Blood Drive 
Monday, May 16 

Starting Point 
Sunday, April 10. 10:45 AM 
Starting Point is a one morning Smokey Point Community Church orientation. If you’re 
new here, come and get acquainted with our vision, beliefs, and structure. A separate 
membership class is offered twice a year. 



22 

(Continued from pg. 19) 

The punishment is an eternal death sentence. We have no hope – but 
wait! There is someone who isn’t guilty of any crimes, who is willing to 
take our punishment upon himself! It’s Jesus. He walked into the 
courtroom, said to the Judge, “I know that these people are guilty, and in 
order to uphold your justice, there must be punishment for their crimes. 
But I’ll take the punishment.” And God, in His mercy, approved of this 
substitution. 

Death is the punishment. Jesus died instead of us – He took the 
punishment. 

The Resurrection, from 
a judicial standpoint is 
quite necessary as well; 
Jesus completed our 
death sentence – paid 
in full, and continues to 
live as a continual 
sacrifice for all people 
everywhere… If He had stayed dead, His substitution would come to an 
end, and we’d need another sacrifice on our behalf! Christ then ascended 
to sit on our behalf, mediating for us as our priest to God the Father for 
all Eternity! Praise God that He saved us from His justice by His 
superseding, interceding, mercy. 

Eastern Death & Resurrection: They Sewed Fig Leaves & Made 
Clothes… 

In a shame-based society, people are less concerned about what they’ve 
done wrong, and more concerned about whether or not they are 
disowned/seen shamefully in life. What matters in the East is which 
family you are a part of, how much honor that family has, and how 
identified with that name you might be. The ultimate horror is to be or 
act shamefully – shaming the whole family. When this happens the 
shaming member is put out of community (or killed) in order for the 
family to regain its honor. 

God’s Name is of highest honor. No matter how much earthly honor one 
family might acquire, it could never be enough to be accepted into God’s 

family. 
Someone who 
recognizes 
their need for 
salvation in 
the Eastern 

world is one who finds acceptance into God’s family; loved, honored, 
treasured, valued, in Christ Jesus. Jesus didn’t shun sinners, He 
identified with them. Despite Jesus’ inherent honor, He brought His 

honor upon the shameful. This is what the cross 
was about. 

Jesus’ Death was Him walking into a position of 
total shame; identifying Himself with us. Without 
His identification with us, we would have no hope 
to be then brought into a favorable light in God’s 
eyes – owned by him – seen as His children, 
adopted into His family. The Resurrection was the 
reversal of the Fall in the sense that Jesus’ honor 
was restored to Him after total shame and 
rejection, and with Him came those He identified 
Himself with (us)! His Resurrection and 
Ascension was Jesus’ ushering us to adoption into 
the family of God. God now sees us favorably – 
His honorable name is applied to us, and we never 
have to experience the alienation of shame again. 

Tribal Death & Resurrection: They Hid… 

In tribal culture, people deal with a Fear-based 
worldview. Evil spirits have held tribal people in 
grips of fear since the beginning of time. This is a 
fear – power struggle; they live in fear of the 
spirits because they know the spirits are more 
powerful than they are. They live in fear of other 
tribes if the other tribes are fiercer than they are. 
A tribe can experience temporary relief from their 
chronic fear when they attack another tribe and 
win the battle – proving they are the strongest. If 
all the other tribes fear them, then they have some 
peace and security. But even when temporary rest 
comes from tribal wars, there are the evil powers 
beyond human comprehension plaguing them. 

Almost every tribal history in the world reports 
regular dealings with evil spirits. Whether they are 
perceived to be angry ancestors, jealous gods and 
goddesses, or just plain old demons, there 
establishes a sort of economy within which 
humans learn to live with the constant and 
unexpected attacks of these spirits. Children will 
get sick, the parents will seek out the spirit 
mediums in the tribe, the medium will 
communicate with the spirit, the spirit will tell 
them that in order for the child to heal, they must 
sacrifice two pigs, and when they go home and kill 
the pigs, the child is immediately healed. This is 
an extremely common story heard throughout 
tribal culture. Parents gripped with fear… what if 

If He had stayed dead, His 
substitution would come to an 

end, and we’d need another 
sacrifice on our behalf!  

His Resurrection and Ascension 
was Jesus’ ushering us to 
adoption into the family of God.  
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they don’t sacrifice correctly? What if they don’t get to the medium in time? 
How will they feed their family with no pigs? 

Repentant tribesmen realize that no matter what they try, no human effort 
could ever bring them lasting peace and security. Eventually another tribe 
would rise up more powerful than before, or a new 
spirit more unpredictable would terrorize the family. 
What they need is an outside agent – a being more 
powerful than any of the threats they face – to fight on 
their behalf. This is what the cross is about. 

Jesus took upon the full wrath of God! God Himself is 
a threat to the tribesman, with consuming power 
incomprehensible. But just as the cross depicts – God Himself, Sent Himself, 
to save us from Himself… and all other powers and dominions in the universe. 
We were exposed, but God used His power to defeat the powers of Sin, Death, 
and Hell and bring us under His wing of refuge. 

Summary 

In one action, Christ addressed all three of our main problems. Guilt Shame 
and Fear are things all people deal with in various combinations – they in 
some senses are all three the same thing, and in other senses interdependent, 
in still others, independent of one another. We experience these three affects of 
sin in our daily lives, and apply the truth of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
to these daily situations and experiences. But we also exist in positions of Guilt, 
Shame and Fear prior to trusting in Christ. 

To be in a position of Guilt before God means that whether or not we feel 

guilty, we have guilt. The same truth is applied 
to shame and fear. We may not feel Shame, or 
may exist in total confidence and self-sufficiency 
never feeling Fear; but the reality is that without 
Christ, we are positionally shameful, and an 

object of wrath and 
destruction no matter 
how much power we 
exert. 

All three require 
imputed action upon 

us, by another. And Christ is the only one who 
qualifies to minister on our behalf as priest, who 
is perfectly Innocent, Honored, and 
Omnipotent. 

Our Passover holiday, Easter, stands in 
memorial; that Christ did more than just atone 
for our sins on the cross, but He reversed the 
Fall in all its parts in such thorough perfection 
in and through all who believe. We are washed 
clean, restored to relationship through the 
adoption as sons and daughters, and brought 
into the safety of the refuge of His household. As 
it is said: Mankind cannot serve God (because 
what does He need?), but God serves Himself 
by serving mankind.  

We were exposed, but God used 
His power to defeat the powers 

of Sin, Death, and Hell and bring 
us under His wing of refuge. 
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“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its 
saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be 
thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the 
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and 
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see 
your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.”                
– Jesus Christ 

Our local military families are under unique family stresses and 
practical support efforts like this offer meaningful and appreciated 
support. In the coming weeks, we’ll be telling you more about this 
outreach and how you can support it financially. On the weekend 
of March 26th and 27th, you’ll have an opportunity to sign up for 
volunteer positions. If you know of an active military family, please 
let them know about this upcoming opportunity and have them 
contact the church office for details on how to make an 
appointment for their free oil change. 

God has placed us here in this community to be salt and light and 
that means looking beyond the walls of our auditorium to meet the 
tangible needs of our neighbors. Join with us as we take another step 
in an effort to help our community gain a clearer vision of the good-
ness and glory of our God. 

On Saturday, May 7th, we will again be working with 
local merchants and Naval Station Everett to offer a 
tangible expression of love to our local troops. From 
9AM to 2Pm, active military families will receive free 
oil changes here at the church. Military families 
bringing their cars to the church will enjoy 
refreshments and snacks while we wash the car, change 
the oil and filter, clean the windows inside and out, and 
vacuum the interior. 

This past December, many of you participated in our first annual Trees for 
Troops outreach. With the help of local retailers and Naval Station Everett, 
we gave away Christmas Trees to local active military families. At that time, 
we told you this was just a first step in an intentional effort to look beyond 
ourselves and reach out to our surrounding community. 
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CAMA Camp: For students currently in 3rd and 4th grades at SPCC.  
Dates: July 31 - August 6th Camp Brochure and Registration forms are available for download at: 
www.camacamp.org 

 

Jr High Summer Camp comes sooner this year; June 26-July 1 at Lake Retreat. This is the camp offered to 
all students currently in Grades 5-7. Information to register will be available late May. 

 

High School Summer Camp at Black Lake is July 24-30. For all students currently in Grades 8-11. 
Registration will begin late June. 
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financialUPDATE... 

South Property   
    

January Giving  $        9,650 
    

Monthly Budget  $        9,640 

January General Fund 
The year started off very well with the five week month 
of January.  Contributions were above budget three 
out of the five weeks.  Expenses were kept under 
budget, as well, and this resulted in the best cash 
reserves the church has had in a couple years.  Thank 
you for your faithfulness in giving. 
 
January South Property 
This month was the fourth month that we did not need 
to supplement our South Property Fund in order to 
meet the mortgage payment.  This was due, in part, to 
our HECA Center year-end goal being exceeded.   

February General Fund 
Giving was right on budget for the first two weeks of 
February, but the recent snow storm affected the last 
two weeks significantly.  Giving was very low in each of 
those weeks, leaving us $10,000 under budget for the 
month.  Expenses, however, were kept right at budget 
and reserves from January were a blessing.  
 
February South Property 
This month we needed to supplement our South 
Property Fund from the reserves designated by the 
governing board in order to meet our mortgage 
obligation.  Five acres of this land is still for 
sale.  Thank you for your faithfulness in prayer and 
giving. 

South Property   
    

February Giving  $        5,977 
    

Monthly Budget  $        9,640 



Come Worship 
Saturday Evenings @ 6:00 PM &  

Sunday Mornings @ 9:00 & 10:45 AM 
SmokeyPointCommunityChurch.org 

MARCH 

19   Salt  & Light Evangel ism Workshop 

19-20 Baptisms 

APRIL 

10   Starting Point 

15   MOPS Auction 

22    Good Friday Service 

MAY 

7   Military Oil Change 

16     Blood Drive 

 LOOKING  

AHEAD 

Celebrating the supremacy of Jesus Christ and leading people 
into a growing relationship with Him. 



Good Friday Service: 

7:00 PM. Friday, April 22  

Easter services at USUAL SERVICE TIMES 


