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nd they lived happily ever after”, that’s how every classic fairy 

tale ends.  The beautiful maiden is taken and held captive by an 

evil villain.  After some close calls the heroic prince rides in on 

his trusty stead, overtakes the villain, rescues the princess to be 

and they ride off into the sunset to a life of sheer bliss!  I probably don’t 

need to say this, but that’s called a fairy tale for a reason.  Real life doesn’t 

work exactly like that despite the unspoken hopes and expectations of many 

as they say “I do” and begin their lives together.   

 

Whether you are still looking for Mr. or Mrs. Right, have walked through 

the pain of a not-so-happily ever after marriage or feel like life with your 

spouse is close to bliss, our upcoming series “Happily Ever After” is for 

you.  Beginning the weekend of April 21/22 we will embark on a Biblical 

and realistic view of marriage.  Looking at God’s plan for marriage, our 

plans and the problems we encounter when these two are at odds.  This se-

ries will ask some probing questions and provide some practical tools to 

help you experience now, or in the future the kind of loving marriage that 

God has designed and can help you live.  We will also provide a Life Group 

study written just for this series, along with projects designed to help you 

practice what we preach. 

 

Your story may not feel like a fairy tale, but that’s okay because those 

aren’t real.  What IS real is God’s ability to prepare you for an amazing 

marriage, His ability to heal a broken marriage and His ability to make a 

good marriage great.  On April 21st we will begin to uncover what happily 

ever after really means!   

 

Pastor Jim 

Happily  ever  after 

From 

Pastor Jim 
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The Loop is the newsletter of Smokey 
Point Community Church. To obtain 
your copy, pick one up in the church 
Lobby. You may also view The Loop 
online at our web site. To learn more 
about Smokey Point Community 
Church, visit our web site at 
smokeypointcommunitychurch.org, or 
stop by the Guest Services Desk in 
the Lobby. Send Loop questions, 
comments to theloop@spcc-cma.org.   



 

COMING UP 

Salt & Light

    Join us once again for our 
yearly evangelism training class. 
This is not a class about using 
tracts or particular tools, instead 
you will learn about how to share 
your faith in a relational way with 
your friends and family.  
   To learn more about relational 
evangelism & the Salt & Light 
class turn to the inside back cover 
for class information & page 12 to 
read an interview entitled 
“Relational Evangelism” with 
Zumba instructor Nancy 
McFadden. 

MARCH 24 

MOPS Auction 

     Mark your calendar for the annual MOPS auction! As usual, there will be a silent and live auction, along with 
the famous auctioneers — dressed for the party as usual! This years theme is the Old West, so get ready for a 
rowdy, boot-stompin’ time of raising money for this important ministry and having a blast with friends. The 
auction will take place on Friday, March 24 at 5:30 PM. Tickets will be available at the Event Center beginning 
two weekends before the event.  Turn to page 26 for more information. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

The Art of Marriage Conference

Make an investment in your marriage! The Art of Marriage 
Conference is sponsored by Family Life and will take place April 20 & 21 
in the SPCC Auditorium. The cost in only $40 per couple, which 
includes dinner and childcare on Friday night, as well as six sessions 
taught by national speakers ranging from how love fades to how love 
sizzles. This is the second year SPCC has hosted The Art of Marriage, 
and it’s been a huge success! If you didn’t make it last year (and even if 
you did!) be sure not to miss this important event. Listen to past SPCC 
attendees: 
 
“We learned about the ongoing need for communication. We have an 
enemy and it is not our spouse.” 
 

“I had no idea how much I didn’t know about marriage!” 
 

“We learned that we are given to one another to complete not compete. 
We are given as gifts to take care and to love one another like God loves 
us.” 
 

“I learned how my husband feels, I never know how to ask  
and this was a perfect conversation starter.” 
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MEET THE TEAM  

Adult Philippines Mission Trip 

NOW FREE! 

Alliance Life Magazine

   Did you know that the Christian 
& Missionary Alliance puts out a 
magazine called Alliance Life? For 
the first time in it’s 128-year 
history, the magazine is available 
free of charge!  
   Every issue of alife delivers first-
hand accounts of God at work 
through the Alliance family to 
draw all people to Himself. The 
magazine also challenges its 
readers to go deeper in their 
relationship with Jesus and to 
commit themselves 
wholeheartedly to the things 
closest to His heart. alife readers 
have consistently shown 
themselves to be deeply 
supportive of the local and global 
mission of the Church. 
   If you’re interested in receiving this publication, pick up a subscription 
card in the lobby.  
   For more information on alife magazine, or to read the magazine 
online, visit www.alliancelife.org.  
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LITTLE LIGHT 

Preschool 

   Little Light Preschool at 
SPCC provides a safe, stable 
Christian environment with a  
Bible-based curriculum that 
honors Jesus Christ, 
incorporating Biblical 
instruction and character 
development with academic 
fundamentals.  
   Registration for new 
students begins March 1st and 
is open to 3 year-olds, 4 year-
olds, and Pre-K students. For 
more information or to 
register a child, contact 
Preschool Director Lavaun 
Camp at the church office.  
   Don’t miss Lavaun’s article 
on page 22! 

Meet the 2012 Adult Philippines Mission Team! On May 19, the team will depart for the Philippines for a 
medical mission trip. Here are the team members that you can be in prayer for (pictured from left to 
right): Cameron Burdick, Nancy 
McFadden, Joel Smith, Beth 
Miller, Mark Worden, Tina 
Watson, Tim Quick (leader), 
Cesilly Strong, James Pomeroy, 
and Brandon Schmitt.  



 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

Baptism Class

   If you’re interested in being 
baptized, now is a great time 
to seriously consider it! 
Baptisms will take place on 
Easter, an appropriate day to 
“die & be raised with Christ.”  
   In order to be baptized, you 
must attend the baptism class 
that will be held on Sunday, 
March 18 during second 
service in room D101.  
   If you have questions about 
baptism, feel free to contact 
the church office at 
360.659.2844.  

Did you 

Know? 

WELL SAID 

 

Did you know all of SPCC’s sermon audio is posted online? Go to 
www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org>Resources and you’ll find 
sermons to download to your MP3 player or burn to a disc! 
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UPCOMING 

Easter & Good 
Friday Service 
Times 

Easter is quickly 
approaching—here are the 
service times for the 
weekend. Be sure to invite 
your friends & neighbors! 
 
Good Friday 
Friday April 6—7PM  
 
Easter 
Sat, Apr 7—6 PM 
Sun, Apr 8—9, 10:45 AM 
 

MARK YOU CALENDAR 

Summer Camp Schedule

Here are the dates for the children’s & student camps SPCC will be 
participating in this summer. Now is a great time to get these on 
the calendar so you can be sure to schedule other events and 
vacations around them. 
 

Children’s Ministry 
 
CAMA Camp—for those entering 4th or 5th grade 
Dates: August 5—11 
(See page 19 for more information) 
 
 

Student Ministries 
 
Jr. High—for those entering 6th—8th grade 
Sad news! Lake retreat is up for sale and not offering camps this 
year. Great news: we will be going to Black Lake’s Middle School 
Camp. Black Lake is a better camp for less money! 

Dates: July 15—21 
 
 
Sr. High—for those entering 9th—12th grade 
Black Lake Summer Camp 

Dates: July 22—28 

“Our Lord has written the promise of the resurrection not in books alone, 

but in every leaf of springtime.” 

Martin Luther 



 

Just the other day, my 5-year-old 
daughter Abigayle, asked me to tell 
her the story of how I met her 
Mommy. As I shared, quite 
cautiously, omitting certain details I 
felt she was too young to hear just 
yet, she lit up. Hearing about our 

budding romance those many years ago 
gave her new security in our love for 
each other which is the foundation of 
our home. Of course, this led to the 
inevitable question every little girl wants 
to hear about: “How did you propose to 
Mommy?” I told her about wanting to 
fly Jen back here and propose at 
Snoqualmie Falls, and how that plan 
didn’t work out. I told her about our 
hike to Anna Ruby Falls in Helen, GA on 
a rainy day in February, and how Jen 
commented that it reminded her so 
much of her home in WA state that day. 
I told Abi how I had the ring in a box in 
my pocket, and that Mommy and Daddy 
had agreed not to kiss until their 
engagement. I described the waterfall 
that cold day, and how beautiful Jen 
looked, and how shocked she was when 
I planted a kiss on her! Abi laughed hard 
at that. I explained that Mommy was 
upset because she thought that I had 
broken our agreement, until I kneeled 
down and took out the ring! Abi’s eyes 
lit up bright! I told her that Mommy was 
so surprised that she flung her hands in 
the air and almost knocked that ring 

right into the waterfall. Abi giggled hard 
at the thought of that. She sure enjoyed 
the story of how Jen and I fell in love 
and eventually entered into sacred 
covenant together.  
Stories like that help our kids stay 
grounded in the reality that life and 

family is not all about them – that there 
was a story before they ever came 
along. It’s something that brings 
additional security to their lives when 
they hear it told, sometimes over and 
over again during the course of their 
lives. I think the same is true for us 
about our identity in Christ and the 
reading of His Word. We’re part of a 
much bigger story – one that was 
already well underway long before we 
came on the scene. It helps that The 
Story is a love story. And just like 
Abigayle’s delight at her Daddy’s clumsy 
proposal, I find deep delight in Jesus’ 
gracious one: 
And when the hour came, he reclined at 
table, and the apostles with him. And he 
said to them, “I have earnestly desired 
to eat this Passover with you before I 
suffer. For I tell you I will not eat it until 
it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.” And 
he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks he said, “Take this, and divide it 
among yourselves. For I tell you that 
from now on I will not drink of the fruit 
of the vine until the kingdom of God 
comes.” And he took bread, and when 
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Easter: More  Like  Marriage 

Less  like  bunnies 



 

he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to them, saying, “This is my 
body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” And likewise the 
cup after they had eaten, saying, “This 
cup that is poured out for you is the new 
covenant in my blood..   (Luke 22:14-20) 
Pay special attention to verse 20. When 
a young Jewish man wanted to marry a 
girl, he and his father would go to see 
the girl and her father. The dad’s would 
haggle until they agreed on the bride 
price. I know that sound barbaric 
to our enlightened, western 
ears, but girls were crucial to 
the wellbeing of the family, 
and losing one to marriage 
meant a great loss, such 
that compensation was 
necessary. So the bride 
price speaks to the 
value of the bride, not 
her degradation. Once 
that was settled, the 
groom’s father would 
pour a cup of wine and 
hand it to his son. The 
son would bring it to the 
girl and offer it to her with 
these sentiments; “This is 
the cup of my covenant to lay 
down my life for you.” This was 
the proposal. She could refuse the 
cup, or she could take it, and in doing 
so, agree to the marriage. They were 
now betrothed. The groom would 
return to his father’s house and begin 
work immediately on an addition to it, 
which would serve as the new home for 
the happy couple. Only the father could 
approve of the finished work, and when 
he deemed it ready, he would 
announce to his son that it was time to 
go and fetch his bride.  
So keep that paradigm in mind as you 
think back through the Gospels. Here at 
the Last Supper, a Passover Seder, Jesus 
stands, and taking the Cup of 
Redemption says these words, “This 
cup that is poured out for you is the 

new covenant in my blood.” Now we 
miss the significance of that, but a room 
full of 1st Century Jewish men would not 
have missed it. He just said, “I love you 
guys! Will you marry me?” Woah!!! 
That’s huge! You mean to say that the 
degree of intimacy and covenant that 
Jesus wants with us as His followers can 
only be grasped by comparing it to 

being 

married? Yes. That’s exactly right.  
And Jesus doesn’t leave it there. His 
Word tells us about the bride price He 
paid for us.  
Do you not know that your body is the 
Temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 
whom you have received from God? You 
are not your own; you were bought at a 
price.  
 (1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 
Indeed we were. Peter reminds us that 
we were not purchased with perishable 
things like silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ Himself! (1 

Peter 1:19) Not only that, but consider 
the words of Jesus in John 14:1-3: 
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe 
in God; believe also in me. In my 
Father's house are many rooms. If it 
were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again and will take you to myself, 
that where I am you may be also. 
In Matthew 24:36, Jesus confesses that 
it is the Father who declares the 

preparations ready and the time right 
for the Son’s return to claim His 

Bride. What a beautiful picture 
of covenant and marriage in 

the Gospels. Truly, the 
Apostle Paul is right when he 
says in Ephesians that 
marriage for us is a picture 
of Christ and the Church! 
This reality speaks the 
holiness and importance 
of the marriage covenant! 
God has given it as a 
picture to a watching 

world. The culture may 
attempt to redefine it, but 

God’s purpose stands, and 
our call is to embrace it.  

This spring will bring a 
convergence of these ideas for us 
as a church. My prayer is that the 

Easter season will bring us a fresh move 
of God’s Spirit in our midst, as well as a 

fresh reminder that our marriages are a 
reflection of His plan of redemption. 

Easter. The Cross. The Resurrection. The 
Gospel. Covenant. Marriage. All of them 

tied together in a beautiful tapestry of 
God’s goodness and grace.  

 
Pastor Mike 
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n any given day of the 
year, thousands of 
Americans will pass 
through the doors of 

their local fitness center to exercise in a 
variety of ways.  Certainly there are the 
health benefits that come to the human 
body through consistent exercise, along 
with a reduction of health risks, such as 
heart disease, diabetes, high blood 
pressure, cancer, osteoporosis….not to 
mention the mental and psychological 
benefits. 

   It is one thing to be healthy in body, 
but what about our marriage 
relationships? Certainly, when one 
practices health in relationship, there is 
a reduction of risk, and many benefits 
as well.  But, what does a healthy 
relationship look like?  There are many 
things that could be said, but let’s just 
mention a few characteristics that mark 
healthy marriage relationships. 
 
1. Each person is treated as an equal.  

In this healthy relationship, each 
person’s input is valued, their work 
appreciated, and their will 
respected.  You are not each 
other’s “possession” or “property”, 
but a complete and unique person. 

 
2. Each one will protect each other.  

Healthy marriages will protect 
whatever would bring harm to the 
relationship.  They will even keep 

their own attitudes in check, 
desiring to think the best of each 
other rather than the worst.  In a 
practical way, this characteristic is 
easily identified by how a spouse 
speaks to friends & family. Do they 
use encouraging and supportive 
words about their own spouse? Or 
do they throw them under the bus?   

 
3. Each person knows how to give 

and receive.  In a relationship like 
this, each person knows how to be 

an encouragement to each other, 
desiring to bring out the best, as 
they build each other up.  At the 
same time, they are able to receive 
a compliment well without 
combating it or shrugging it off, 
even if their response is simply 
“thank you.” 

 
 Each person knows how to be 

apart and come back together.  
Healthy relationships include 
distance and also connection.  Each 
one in the relationship are 
encouraged to have outside 
friendships of the same gender, 
and to pursue individual interests.  
Unhealthy relationships feel the 
need to spend every moment 
together.  It was Leo Buscaglia who 
said, “Don’t smother each other.  
No one can grow in the shade”.  
Life will be enriched as the couple 

comes back together, and shares 
different aspects and experiences 
of life apart. 

 
 
5. Each person knows the pathway to 

repair.  There is no “perfect” 
relationship, but a healthy 
relationship knows how to humbly 
apologize when wrong, and ask for 
forgiveness. Both also know how to 
forgive, and no longer drag the past 
around with them, but leave it in 
the past. 

 
6. Recognize that every relationship 

requires change.  I inwardly laugh 
when I hear a married couple say of 
each other, “I wish they were the 
person they were like when we first 
got married!”  Wishful thinking, but 
it is overlooking the fact that the 
spouse asking that question is no 
longer the person they were when 
they got married.  Change isn’t 
easy, and is often painful, requiring 
sacrifice and self-denial, but it is 
required for a growing, healthy 
relationship. 

 
7. Share spiritual values.  No matter 

our family backgrounds, 
personalities, and life experiences, 
we all come into the marriage 
relationship flawed by sin.  We are 
by nature selfish.  To get us 
together on the same page, God 
has given us an awesome 
relationship manual: the Bible, 
God’s Word.  It tells us foremost 
how to come into relationship with 
God, and also how to relate to one 
another.  In fact, it is filled with 
encouragement on how to treat 
one another, prefaced by the 
challenge to “love, care, encourage, 
forgive, serve, be kind, pray for, 
….etc.” one another.  We are also 
introduced to a divine source in 
which to do that, God’s love, 
flowing through us, to one another. 

“ Healthy marriages will protect  
whatever would bring harm to the  
relationship.  They will even keep their 
own attitudes in check, desiring to 
think the best of each other rather 
than the worst.” 

O 
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“My job is to make people 
curious,” says Nancy, as she looks 
intently at me. “If our lives look 
exactly like everyone else’s, they 
won’t be curious.” 
 
Nancy’s life certainly hasn’t 
looked like everyone else’s for 
the last few years.  
 
In 2008, she was involved in a 
horseback riding accident that 
nearly took her life. 
 

“In an instant he threw his nose-
skyward,” she said. “We were 
immediately beyond the point of 
no return, and I was helpless as 
the momentum brought his body 
up and over.” 
 
As the 900-pound horse crashed 
down on top of her, she 
consciously knew that she might 
die. “I just prayed ‘Lord Jesus, 
spare my life,’” she remembers 
with tears in her eyes, “if this is 
the way you’ve decided to take 

me home, I’m okay with that, but 
I don’t want to leave my kids and 
husband.” 
 
Luckily, she survived the 
accident, but not without a host 
of metal rods holding her 
crushed pelvis together. 
 
“The doctors told me I’d never be 
the same,” she said, “but I am 
naturally a fighter.” 
 

Relational evangelism 

IN THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS, NANCY MCFADDEN HAS HELPED SEVERAL PEOPLE COME TO KNOW 
THE LORD THROUGH THE RELATIONSHIPS SHE FORMED IN A SURPRISING FORUM: ZUMBA FITNESS. 



 

It takes a fighter to walk into a 
Zumba Fitness class less than a year 
after such an intense accident, but 
Nancy showed up, and it was “love 
at first Zumba Shuffle.” 
 
“I knew right away that I wanted to 
become an instructor,” she said.  
 
It was just shortly after beginning 
teaching Zumba that Nancy 
realized there might be no one else 
praying for the students in her 
class, so she started to pray. 

 
One night, while teaching, Nancy 
“just started breaking down 
emotionally,” she remembers, “I just 
started telling people how grateful I 
was that they were there, and I 
knew at that moment that the 
reason I had my accident was so 
that I could be there with them.” 
 
That’s when people started to ask 
questions. 
 
“The accident changed my view 
because it’s given me an 
opportunity I never would have had 
before. God gave me Zumba as a 
gift. He put me in a new community 
it I wouldn’t have been in 
otherwise,” she said, “I wanted to 
be in that community because it 

was helping me physically, but I 
realized that these people all 
around me really needed spiritual 
health… I knew in my heart that 
this was my mission field.” 
 
As soon as someone starts to ask 
questions, Nancy starts targeting 
them in her prayers.  
 
“Over a couple of months I’ll be 
praying for them and texting with 
them, she said, and I’ll just say 
something like ‘Well you know, 
physical improvement is important 
– but there’s more than that.” 
 
And no one is surprised by such a 
direct statement; because Nancy 
has opened her heart to them. “I’m 
a totally open book,” she said, “I ask 
them to pray for me—for people 
and situations in my life. Then 
when they need something, they 
feel comfortable coming to me.” 
 
“I’ve become their Zumba 
instructor, friend, confidant… they 
know I will tell them the truth,” she 
said, “I’ve shared my life with them, 
so it’s easy for them to share their 
life with me.” 
 
“By the time that someone comes 
to Zumba class, they’re looking for 
something,” Nancy said, “once I 
know someone has a need of one 
type, it’s easier to recognize their 
needs of other types. It puts me in a 
place where it’s easier to share.” 
 
When Nancy first started teaching 
Zumba, she didn’t have all of this 
figured out. “God opened my heart 
to the opportunities,” she said, “He 
showed me the natural tie-in.”  
 
“He said – look, I’ve given you these 
people, I have more for them than 
this” she said. “We put so much 
emphasis on physical improvement 
– the Lord just asked me ‘Why 

would you waste so much time on 
the temporary—I’m going to show 
you how you can point people to 
the eternal.’” 
 
“Every couple of months I just stop 
in the middle of class and share my 
story,” she tells me. Nancy realizes 
that everyone’s story is different, 
but says that each of our stories are 
gifts from the Lord that we’ve been 
given to share with one another. 
 
“Everybody has a story to share,” 
she said, “No one’s life has been 
free from pain. God can do amazing 
things through our pain.” 
 
Relational evangelism is about 
“being open with your story,” she 
said, “and praying for opportunities 
to share it.” 
 
“Gratefulness is also key,” she said, 
“recognizing that he’s given us 
today, and looking outward to what 
He’s given us to do.” 
 
Nancy says that living an open and 
grateful life is not about being 
different for the sake of being 
different, it’s about being the 
person the Lord created you to be. 
 
“He’s got us in His care,” she said, 
“we have nothing to fear—we just 
have to do our part, be used, give 
our lives and stories to others, be 
the light he’s put in us…in this way 
He’ll work out the mysteries and 
miracles He’s begun in our 
community.” 

“ Everybody has a 
story to share. No 
one’s life has been 
free from pain. 
God can do  
amazing things 
through our pain.” 

You can read more of Nancy’s 

story by visiting: 

www.zumbachangeslives.com. 

 

Interested in learning more about 

sharing your faith? See the inside 

back cover for information on the 

Salt & Light class, coming up 

March 17th. 
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f you weren’t raised Catholic, the practice of Lent might be 
something completely foreign.  It was to me.  The practice of Lent is 
a preparation of the believer’s heart for Christ’s resurrection.  It also 
recalls Jesus’ 40-day fast in the wilderness that was a preparation 

for His ministry.  The preparation can include prayer, repentance, 
almsgiving (charity) and self -denial and is observed from Ash Wednesday 
to Easter. 
   Although Lent is typically observed by the Catholic church, we 
Evangelicals can certainly learn from this practice.  Preparing the heart 
for Easter seems like a great idea to me.  Anything that can draw us 
closer to Christ is worth looking into.  Churchyear.net describes Lent as, 
“an Annual time of sacrifice and simplicity”.   I’m all for simplifying life.  I 
think it’s all the distractions that keep us from drawing close to Christ, 
after all. 
   During this time the focus is taken off us and our routine and placed on 
Christ’s resurrection.   Lent isn’t just about giving something up, though 
that is part of it.  Sacrificing something that is a luxury to you…a food 
item, TV, Video games…that sort of thing helps the believer to focus on 
the meaning of Easter.  But, in addition to giving something up, the 
believer is encouraged to pray, read scripture, fast, and give in some way 
to others.  I always thought Lent was an empty ritual, but really, it’s a 
commitment to focus on Christ and what He did for us on the cross.   
   Easter is the perfect time to commit to one or more of these practices, 
not in legalism, but as a way to simplify your life and draw your attention 
to our Lord.  Lent can be another way to enrich our Christian walk. 
Stacey Johnson 

I 
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Lenten  Prayer to Christ 
 

Stretching out Thy divine hands upon the Cross, / Thou hast joined togeth-
er that which before was divided, / And by Thy mediation 

Thou hast offered as a gift to the Father / the nature of mortal man, 
that was under condemnation. / Therefore we sing the praises 

of Thy sinless Crucifixion. St. Joseph the Studite 
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YOU’RE INVITED:  
 SPCC and Special Needs Ministry, In His Image, hosts Sixth Annual In His Image Celebration Banquet  

 Friday, March 9 | 6:30pm to 8:30pm | SPCC Auditorium. 
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 SPCC and Special Needs Ministry, In His Image, hosts Sixth Annual In His Image Celebration Banquet  

 Friday, March 9 | 6:30pm to 8:30pm | SPCC Auditorium. 

Join the fun as we celebrate our differences and 

serve those of us in our community with special 

needs, their family member or caregivers. If you have 

not yet signed up for your opportunity to be blessed 

by serving our friends, call any team member below. 

 

IHI Leadership & Celebration Banquet Coordinators: 

 

Sue Robinson 360.631.6690 

Sharon Milan  360.548.3736 

Lindy Couch  425.418.8699 



 

PRACTICING  lent with  our  families 

Pastor Duane  shares some ideas for getting the family involved in the Lenten season. 

   For many families in our current church culture 
celebrating Lent may be an unfamiliar tradition. This 
year our congregation is going to explore more fully 
the season of Lent, and how its celebration helps us 
gain a better understanding of Easter. I believe that 
our families can also benefit greatly by applying some 
of the values of Lent to our family life. I want my 
children and the children in our church to view 
Easter as the greatest event in all of History. 
Unfortunately our children are bombarded with 
competing messages trying to shift their focus from 
Jesus to presents, candy, and Easter egg hunts. When 
families are intentional about instilling the values of 
Lent in their home before Easter arrives, the 

children’s hearts and minds are much more open to 
understand the Gospel message found in Easter. 
 
   Four traditional themes of Lent are prayer, sacrifice, 
confession, and fasting. By creatively and 
intentionally incorporating these themes into your 
family life during the weeks leading up to you and 
your family will be able to Easter experience the joy 
of Easter in a much deeper level.  
 
   Use your creativity to adapt the ideas listed below or come 

up with your own to help your family experience the true 

meaning of Easter this year.  

Pastor Duane 

After a meal together encour-

age each family member to 

offer a simple prayer of thanks 

for one of God’s provisions. 

Go for a walk in your neighbor-

hood together, and think of the 

needs of families; afterwards 

spend some time together pray-

ing for them. 

Fast during one meal, and in-

stead pray for the hungry 

around the world. 

Go for a walk in your neighbor-

hood and pick up any trash that 

you see. 

Fast from technology: TV, com-

puter, internet, video games, 

and music. 

Watch the evening news as a 

family and then pray together 

about what you saw. 

Place random Post-it notes 

around the house with encour-

aging notes for your family to 

find. 

Each family member can go to 

their room and find an item to 

sacrifice/donate to charity. 

Share a meal with another fami-

ly in your home. 

Each family member can write 

a prayer to God explaining the 

habits, behaviors, and sins they 

want to die to. 



 

Date:  August  5
th

 – 11
th

 

 

For: Elementary Students entering 4th or 5th grade in Fall of 2012 (Older Students from SPCC are asked to at-
tend Jr. High Camp). 
 
Register online at: www.camacamp.org or pick-up a registration form in the elementary classrooms here at 
SPCC. 
 
Parents… Your camper will have a week of Great Fun, Christian Friends, Intentional Discipleship, and a Life 
Impacting experience. Pastor Duane is the Camp Director, he loves to talk about C.A.M.A. Camp so feel free to 
ask him any questions you might have. (Some scholarship money is available for camp-
ers who need assistance) 

Mark your  calendars  for  cama  camp 

For Students Entering 4th—5th Grade in the Fall of 2012 
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GET INVOLVED! 

Ways To Serve 

Current Opportunities In 

Children’s Ministries: 
 

Saturday Evenings 
6:00 pm Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

6:00 pm Kid’s Church  

(1st – 5th Grades) 

 

 

Sunday Mornings 
9:00 am Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

9:00 am Elementary Sunday 

School 

9:00 am Buddies  

(Special Needs) 

10:45 am Preschool  

(Babies – K) 

10:45 am Kid’s Church  

(1st-4th Grades) 

10:45 am Buddies  

(Special Needs) 

 

  

Tuesday Evening  
Nursery Care  

(Birth – 2 Yrs) 

Discovery Club Preschool  

(3 yrs – K) 

Discovery Club Elementary  

(1st – 5th Grades) 

 

 

Special Events/Ministries 
Vacation Bible School  

(July 16-20) 

Moppet Program for MOPS 

Tuesday Mornings) 

CAMA Camp  

(Aug 4-11) 

 

To get involved, contact pastor 

Duane or Ms. Diona at 

duane@spcc-cma.org or 

diona@spcc-cma.org. 

 
A time to serve, a time to come, a time to bring, and a time to PRAISE!!! 
  
Serving at VBS is so much fun!  Go Fish have provided us with everything 
we need to create a PRAISE atmosphere and the whole point of PRAISE is 
to show kids that they exist not for their own glory, but to give 
God praise! In a fun way, we hope to show kids what it means to have a 
high view of our amazing God. We want them to get down and lift God 
high!  
  
Come as a family and bring the neighbors!   Kids will constantly be  
reminded that at VBS the words “get down” mean a lot more than just 
busting a move! It’s a way of remembering our place compared to a holy, 
righteous God. 
 
As is typical in a Go Fish project, music will play a huge role in the theme, 
teaching, and worship times. 
  
Its going to be amazing!  Serve with us, come as a family, and bring 
friends!  Share PRAISE with our community!     

  
Be checking Facebook for the SPCC VBS page, coming soon!   
 
For more information about how you can serve at this 
Summer’s PRAISE VBS contact Ms. Diona at ext 2230 or 
diona@spcc-cma.org or Pastor Duane at ext 2226 or 
duane@spcc-cma.org 

Get  ready  for  vbs! 

Mark your calendars for July 16-20, 2012 this Summer’s 
PRAISE Vacation Bible School 



 

ne of my favorite songs 
when I was a child was, 
“This Little Light of 
Mine”.  Singing with 
great passion, I would 

hold up a finger and waving it 
around signifying the light of Jesus 
shining in me.  As a young girl, I 
would shine my light as I gathered 
up the children in our 
neighborhood and preach to them 
about their need for Jesus.  Then 
strongly encouraging them to get 
down on their knees and say the 
sinners prayer.  Sundays my 
parents knew that we would be 
bringing the latest convert to 
Sunday school.   

Now as an adult my desire hasn’t 
changed in the pursuit of “Shining 
My Light for Jesus” although my 
tactics have.  I find myself 
reflecting on the privilege of being 
part of Little Light Preschool, 
rejoicing in the blessings God has 
shown as we partner with our 
church body, parents and staff in 
ministering to the little ones.  This 
year has been extraordinary as we 
have seen our classes filled with a 
waiting list for each class.  I have 
seen God be our Jehovah Jira in 
each situation.  Glory be to God!   
Looking ahead it is time to begin 
the process of registrations for 
next year.  Amazing how quickly a 
year goes!  The air of Little Light 

Preschool is to provide a loving and 
nurturing Christian environment.  
We believe that each child learns by 
actively participating, exploring, 
and discovering (Proverbs 20:11) 
Children must be encouraged to 
ask questions, experiment, make 
choices, and propose solutions.  In 
so doing, they will learn to assume 
responsibility for their own actions 
and feelings, and they will gain 
confidence in acting on their 
knowledge of the Bible and of their 
physical and social worlds.   
3 year old Class:  Activities in our 
center-based curriculum are 
designed to maximize each child’s 
individual growth by introducing a 
balance of spiritual, intellectual, 

O 

LITTLE  LIGHT  PRESCHOOL  

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION BEGINS MARCH 1ST 
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social, emotional, and physical 
activities.  The explorations of early 
learning skills include the areas of: 
dramatic play, science and art.  
Emphasis is placed on cooperative 
play as children practice their 
understanding of social appropriate 
behavior.  School readiness 
activities in pre-reading, writing, 
counting, number recognition and 
problem solving are presented in a 
fun-filled and purposeful manner.  
While children are learning, Little 
Light offers a secure and loving 
environment with established 
routines and schedules that fosters 
the development of the whole 
child.   
All students must be completely 
potty trained before being 

accepted into the 3 year old 
program.  
4 year old Class:  Our 4 year old 
class is designed as an in-between 
class for 3’s with summer birthdays 
and fall birthdays who may wait a 
year for Kindergarten.  They will 
explore and learn in a way that will 
meet their needs in preparation for 
Pre-K or Kindergarten.  
Pre-K:  Our pre-Kindergarten 
program provides a wide variety of 
planned activities centered on 
preparing them to excel in 
Kindergarten.  Educational 
activities are offered in areas of 
science, music, art, language and 
early reading and numbers, as well 
as, early math skills in our 
developmentally appropriate 

learning centers.  Children work at 
activities  
to learn the alphabet and letter 
sounds, to learn numbers and 
simple math, and to master early 
writing skills.  These centers are 
designed to maximize each child’s 
individual growth by introducing a 
balance of spiritual, intellectual, 
social, emotional, and physical 
activities.   
Registration for 2012/2013 begins 
March 1st.  You can pick up 
registration forms in the church 
office or download one from the 
webpage. 
 

Lavaun Camp 
Preschool Director   
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“ 

During our “Text” sermon series on the 
importance of God’s Word, Pastor Jim 
shared how our intimacy with Christ 
can only grow as we regularly listen to 
Him speak to us through His written 
Word and respond with prayer and 
obedience. In the last weekend’s 
message, Jim offered to us a practical 
resource for daily time with God in His 
Word using the S.O.A.P. method of 
hearing and responding to what God 
says in the Bible. In recent months, God 
has been stirring the hearts of several 
people in our congregation to devote 
themselves to knowing Christ through 
His Word. As they walked through a 15-
week discipleship course focusing on 
knowing Christ intimately through 
spending significant daily time in His 
Word, the affect in their daily Christian 
walk has been dramatic.  
 

Pastor Tim 

 

I WAS JUST LIVING 

 
"This is were I was 15 weeks 
ago… I would only think of God 
when I needed help. I would only 
read His Word at church or in a 
Bible study. I wasn't connected 
to God. I was saved and that was 
good enough for me. I would tell 
people about Jesus but I would 
never follow through. I wasn't 

living an abundant life… I was 
just living. 
We are starting week15 [of 
reading Scripture consistently] 
and everything has changed. I 
read God’s Word every day at 
least 30 min to 60 min a day. I 
meditate on His Word and what 
He is telling me. I think of God all 
the time. I pray first thing in the 
morning. I love to have God 
speak to me every day. I know 
now for sure I am connected to 
the Vine. Without that, how can 
anyone bear fruit? I am now a 
disciple (under discipline) for 
Christ. I can say that in 15 weeks 
I grew more and became closer 
to God then in the last years.” 

 

CLOSER THAN I CAN 
REMEMBER 
 
“As I stand here now, I’m feeling 
closer to the Lord than I can 
remember in a long time.  I have 
invested time with God every 
morning for 15 weeks, which is 
the most I’ve ever done, ever.  I 
have memorized more scripture 
than I have in my whole life, and 
my prayer life is better than it has 
ever been because I am focusing 

my prayer through God’s Word, 
praying it back to Him and 
personalizing it.  I look back at 
how it started and could not have 
imagined the journey God was 
about to take me through, 
although, it was the only way it 
would have worked.”  

 

TO TASTE & FEEL 
 
At the start of this journey I 
thought I knew Christ in a deep 
way. But over the past weeks I 
have come to understand His 
love more and to focus more on 
Him and less on me. It has been 
a challenge for me but something 
that I strongly believe in working 
towards. I’ve learned to meditate 
on His words and to taste and 
feel what Christ is feeling or 
wanting me to picture. This has 
made me learn to think of 
Scripture in a different way. I see 
that God loves me the same way 
now as He did when I started this 
journey, I see that His love never 
changed. But I have changed. I 
have made it a priority to seek 
Him more, to have a personal 
relationship that is deeper than 
simply reading a book. This 

We are starting week 15 of reading Scripture  

consistently and everything has changed.”   
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journey has changed my life and 
perspective. I have made a new 
commitment to become more 
involved in the Word. This 
discipline will continue until the 
day I am called by my Savior. 

 

I WAS FAILING 
MISERABLY 
 
Fifteen weeks ago, I had 
recommitted my life to Christ 
through baptism.  I hadn’t been 
walking with the Lord and was 
failing miserably.  I was “reading” 
Proverbs every day, but it would 
go in one ear and out the other.  I 
knew I needed to increase my 
level of commitment and 
understanding of God’s word, but 
I wasn’t sure on how I was going 
to get there. 
 
Today, I have a lifestyle that 
brings me peace and joy.  I wake 
up (yes, sacrificing precious 
sleep) every morning to “linger 
awhile in His presence” and be 
fed by the book of life. My love for 
Christ has grown beyond words.  I 
never really paid attention before; 
I never really got the message the 
Lord was trying to tell me because 

I was doing it for all the wrong 
reasons.  Now, I look at each day 
as a blessing with Him and can’t 
wait to see what He is telling me 
each day!   
 

PONDER, PICTURE, PRAY 
 
My daily walking and living in His 
Word has taught me the (3) P’s; 
ponder, picture, and pray, and 
walking daily in the garden with 
Jesus, picturing God’s truth and 
applying it in my steps which 
brings His words alive.  My prayer 
life is more vibrant.  I have been 
challenged in loving people, all 
people: my enemies, the lost who 
don’t know Jesus, my family and 
myself.  Life is not about me, it’s 
about God! Saturating my life with 
God’s word, with prayer and with 
love for others brings glory to 
God.  This is my goal for the rest 
of my days here: to invest in 
quality time with Jesus, deepen 
my relationship, to be made more 
in His image, and to know Him.  I 
have grown in being a reflection of 
Jesus by yielding control of my 
life, abiding in Him daily, 
confessing my sins daily and 
allowing the teachings of His 

words to reflect my every thought, 
word, and attitude.  The Lord has 
opened hidden doors and closed 
others in healing.  I am trusting 
God completely, having faith that 
He knows my future and what’s 
best for me.   

 
 

 

“This is my goal for the rest of my days here: to 

invest in quality time with Jesus, deepen my 

 relationship, to be made more in His image, and 

to know Him. ” 

 

Share what you’re learning. If you’d like to give God credit for something He’s done 
through one of this year’s studies, email us your comment at spccpublications@gmail.com 
and we’ll post these anonymously in the next issue of the LOOP. 
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Did you know that in the past year there has been almost 100,000 moms connected in a MOPS community 
and there are 3,694 MOPS groups in approximately 27 countries around the world. Impressive numbers for its 
humble start in 1973 for  eight women hanging out in Wheat Ridge, Colorado. 
 
If you have not heard of MOPS, we are a thriving ministry here at Smokey Point that exists to encourage, equip 
and develop every mother of Preschoolers to realize her potential as a women, a mother and a leader in the 
name of Jesus Christ. We currently have 60 moms and 135 kids. MOPS is a outreach program designed for 
mothers and children, infant thru kindergarten. While moms build relationships, learn about parenting and 

other life skills, and about God’s love for them, the children are being nurtured in their own program. 
 

MOPS is thrilled to announce their 6th annual auction. Wild West is the theme of this years 
MOPS Benefit auction and it is going to be a hog-killin’ good time! Wouldn't it be fun to 

bring friends or family to a night of boot scootin’ fun and ace high entertainment? We 
will be having a silent and live auction and you will not want to miss our famous 

auctioneers - they are a hoot! You can support the auction by helping to get the 
word out, getting items donated and even baking a special dessert for the 

dessert dash.  
 

This year, auction items include a one week getaway to a beach house in 
Westport, WA, spa packages, a set of 24 homemade frozen meals, a 
guided fly-fishing and camping trip, and much more! 
 
Location: Smokey Point Community Church 
When: Friday, March 23 at 5:30 PM 
Admission: $10.00 which includes a full dinner and your auction 
paddle number. 
 
Tickets will be on sale  the weekend of March 10/11 & 17/18 and 
through the church office. Childcare will not be provided . Only checks 
and cash are accepted for the event. 

 
Check out the MOPS or SPCC Facebook pages for a list of items that will 

be updated daily. We thank you in advance for supporting MOPS and this 
ministry that has the ability to change many lives in the name of Jesus 

Christ. Please call Nicolle Goehring at 425.478.4643 or 
Nicolled2002@comcast.net. 



 

’ 

 
 
 
   Are you in need of a getaway?  Needing to be strengthened in your 
faith?  Do you want to reconnect with old friends and make new 
ones?  Then the Women's retreat is for you!   
Our speaker this year is Cathy Taylor.  She is the Women's ministries 
director at Calvary Fellowship in Mount Lake Terrace, where her 
husband is the senior pastor.   She is an amazing woman of God who 
shares her heart as she teaches Gods word.  You will be challenged and 
encouraged as you hear her teach. 
The retreat will be held at the Staybridge Suites in Mukilteo.  The rooms 
are all suites with a full kitchen and queen size beds.  
We are praying that God would use this weekend in mighty ways, so 
come be encouraged and an encouragement to someone else. We have 
lots of fun things planned and can't wait to share this wonderful 
weekend together!  
 
 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday May 4-6, 2012 
$138 per person for sharing four to a room 
$216 per person for sharing two to a room 
Sign-up at weekend services March 24 & 31 
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Life  groups 

RESOURCES LIBRARY 

Women s   Ministry 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY UPDATE 

WOMEN’S RETREAT—COMING UP! 

The Life Group calendar is 
available to download at 
smokeypointcommunitychurch. 
org.>Life Groups>Life Group 
Calendar. 

CALENDAR 

The online resources page for 
Life Groups has recently been 
revamped! Log on to SPCC’s 
website and go to Get 
Connected>Life Groups>Life 
Group Library to find a list of 
categories with recommended 
resources. If you find one your 
group is interested in, be sure to 
contact Pastor Tim before you 
order. If you would prefer to look 
at the resources before ordering, 
stop by the church during office 
hours Monday-Thursday or 
during services and take a look at 
the Life Group library in the 
A208. 

JOIN A LIFEGROUP! 

If you’re a regular attender at 
SPCC and have yet to join a Life 
Group, now is the perfect time to 
get connected! During the next 
several months, leadership at 
SPCC will be working to start 
several new Life Groups, making 
plenty of space available for 
everyone. For more information, 
contact Pastor Tim at the church 
office: 360.659.2844. 

Believing God Feb 23
Thursday 

mornings at 9:30AM 
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Don Andrews 

Steve Edin 

Bob Walker 

Tyler Quick 

R. Boe Knaus 

John Jones 

Jon Senn 

Rob McCrorie 

Terry Allen 
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Eilene Zachry 

Cathy Apgar 
Laurie Schimdt 

Jean Allen 

Nancy Rusher 

Leslie Pokswinski 

Linda Schmitt 

Alternate—Dan Kern 

 

Here are the final results from the Annual Meeting.  Here is your 2012-2013 leadership 
team.  



 

LOOKING  

A H E A D  
Preschool Registration Begins March 1 

Eagles Wings Banquet  March 9 

Daylight Savings Time  March 11 

Salt & Light Class  March 17 

Baptism Class   March 18 

MOPS Auction   March 23 

Good Friday/Easter  April  6/8 

The Art of Marriage  April 20—21 

Women’s Retreat  May 4—6 

Adult Philippines Trip  May 19—June 2 

Men’s Retreat   June 2—4 

Blodgett Trip   June 23—29 

      

Can’t remember that class date and time? No worries. For the most current info, our website, 
smokeypointcommuitychurch.org  is the place to go. Listen to a sermon, send a prayer request, 
read articles, and more…. 
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