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A VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE!
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Forward

What is Rest?
   I’ve been thinking about rest a lot lately. As we enter the slower summer 
months my student and teacher friends embark on their yearly breaks, many 
weekly activities are paused, and families take off for beachside hotels and 
mountain cabins. But I’ve heard teacher friends mention that even with all their 
free time, they feel more harried and stressed during these months than during 
the more structured portion of the year. And for many families, vacations can 
be one of the years most stressful activities. 
   In our entertainment and consumer culture, it is easy to confuse rest with 
video games, movies, Disneyland, and going to the mall. These are often our 
activities of choice for weekends and summer vacations. But this definition 
strays far from a Biblical understanding of rest.     
   The 20th century Christian philosopher Josef Pieper argued that true rest 
has nothing to do with entertainment. Instead, he believed that it is worship 
that is at the heart of the Biblical vision of rest. He said, "The act of worship 
creates a store of real wealth which cannot be consumed by the workaday 
world. It sets up an area where calculation is thrown to the winds and goods 
are deliberately squandered, where usefulness is forgotten and generosity 
reigns."
   Before you turn the page telling yourself that Disneyland sounds like more 
fun, consider this: if you were lucky enough grow up in a family in which you 
felt cared for and protected, you can probably remember many times of 
adventure and exploration when you felt totally free and at peace, whether you 
were at the beach, Disneyland, or just exploring the woods with your friends. 
Summers were long and time was slow.
   This feeling climbs closer to a Biblical understanding of rest than any theme 
park, movie, or even church on Sunday ever could on their own. Biblical rest is 
about living in the love and care of our Heavenly Father regardless of where 
we find ourselves. And the Sabbath, where we are commanded to cease all 
our work, is meant to be a physical reminder of that care and a hint of heaven. 
In a world where we so often feel that we have to rush in order to simply 
survive, and work and stress have been elevated to the greatest of virtues, 
ceasing our daily work can feel like a death sentence. It requires much 
discipline and faith in the provision of our Lord.
   And at the heart of experiencing the love and care of the Lord are the 
spiritual disciplines. Two of which, simplicity and prayer, Pastor Tim will 
address in his article on rest and the Philippines on page 8. My goal for the 
summer (and for the rest of my life) is to boldly claim the time to cease working 
and to worship - whether in quiet and prayer, a hike to an alpine lake, or at 
Disneyland, even when the work of life seems to be screaming my name. The 
Lord is inviting us to a rest that burrows deep down in our souls, how will you 
respond?

Laura Walker

The Loop is the newsletter of Smokey 
Point Community Church. To obtain 
your copy, pick one up in the church 
Lobby. You may also view The Loop 
online at our web site. To learn more 
about Smokey Point Community 
C h u rc h , v i s i t o u r w e b s i t e a t 
smokeypointcommunitychurch.org, or 
stop by the Guest Services Desk in the 
Lobby. Send Loop questions, comments 
to theloop@spcc-cma.org.  

mailto:theloop@spcc-cma.org
mailto:theloop@spcc-cma.org
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

SUMMER SERIES

Urban Legends

This July, we’ll begin a sermon 
series entitled “Urban Legends - 
Debunking Spiritual Myths” 
where we’ll study 
misconceptions Christian’s often 
hold. We’ll be looking at these 
common misconceptions:

• Faith Can Fix Anything
•  A Valley Means a Wrong Turn
• Christians Shouldn’t Judge
• God’s Will is the Safest Place 

on Earth
• God Wants You to be Happy
• Dead People go to a Better 

Place
• Forgiving Means Forgetting

THANK YOU!

Rescue Garage Sale - Huge Success!

Who knew God had super stars in Arlington! 
   Thank you everyone for donating to Rescue’s garage 
sale. You helped us hit our goal of earning $4,000 in 
two days. The grand total was $5,200.
   It's a loaves and fishes story!  People offered up the 
things they had (little bits) and God put them together 
and multiplied them way beyond OUR ability.  
   Thank you dear Lord, for providing the supplies, 
location and good weather.  The glory goes to God!  
Amen

- Rescue team

ACCEPTING DONATIONS

COMMUNITY CLOSET
   The Community Closet is an 
annual ministry of Smokey Point 
Community Church focusing on 
providing back-to-school clothing 
for school-age children and teens 
who do not have the resources for 
these items.
   We will be accepting donations 
for The Community Closet all 
summer long! If you’d like to 
donate clothing for children or 
teens, please drop it off in the 
auditorium lobby on weekends or 
in the church office during the 
week.
   If you’d like information on 
volunteering  at the event, please 
contact Tamie at the church office: 
360.659.2844.
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IN THE LOOP
What’s Happening at SPCC

JUST AROUND THE CORNER

Vacation Bible School
   Our PRAISE Vacation Bible School program will take place July 16-20 this 
year. The theme this year is PRAISE! Where Kids Get Down and Lift God High. 
It will be an amazing week of music, dancing, and all kinds of fun activities. 
You can pre-register online or by picking up a registration form at The Event 
Center. Registration will also be available on the first day of VBS.
   
For more information on VBS, visit www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org.

INTERESTED IN WORKING WITH YOUNG MOMS?

Young MOPS Update
   Our Young MOPS program is finishing up it’s third 
year at SPCC. God is using this ministry to reach 
these young women in our community.  I have seen 
growth in the  women as moms and in their 
willingness to hear the gospel.  We take a short 
break in July and August then resume again 
meeting twice a month on Thursday evenings.  

   If you are a Godly woman, who has a heart for 
young moms, and would like to help serve in this 
ministry, please call Tamie in the office at 
360.659.2844.

Tamie Edens

UPDATE

Auditorium Roof
   The auditorium roof is leaking in 
certain areas and is being replaced 
this summer. The funds for the 
replacement are not in the budget.
   As of June 20th, we have raised 
$10,572 towards replacing the roof. 
We are moving forward with this 
project even though it is not fully 
funded and will draw the 
additional funds from other 
budgets if necessary.
   If you’d like to give towards this 
project, please mark “Auditorium 
Roof” on your check and place it in 
the offering basket or in the Info 
Box in the Auditorium Lobby.

http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
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WELL SAID

   MARK YOUR CALENDARS

!  Important Fall Dates

Mark your calendars for these important fall dates!

Did you 

know? Did you know that The Loop is available to download online as 
a PDF or an iBook? Digital versions of The Loop save paper 
and sometimes include audio and videos. Check it out at 
www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org.

FYI

Fall Study
Every year, SPCC does an all-
church study in the fall that 
includes a sermon series and a Life 
Group study guide. This fall, our 
series will be entitled 
“Conversations with Jesus.” The 
study will be six weeks long and 
run from September 22 to October 
27. If you’re a Life Group leader, be 
sure to set aside these weeks for 
the study!

UPDATE YOUR INFO

SPCC Online Directory
   If you’ve never visited our online 
directory before, please take a 
moment to do so. You can quickly 
set up an account and edit any 
incorrect information such as 
family members, addresses, or 
email address. 
   You can find the directory at 
SPCC’s website under 
Resources>Online Directory.
   The online directory is also 
useful for finding phone numbers 
of SPCC members when you need 
it, registering for events, and 
sending messages to small groups 
such as your Life Group. If you 
have any questions or need help 
setting up your account, please 
contact the church office at 
360.659.2844.

“In some ways, the whole point of the Exodus was Sabbath. Let my people go, became God’s rallying 
cry, that they might worship me. At the heart of liberty – of being let go – is worship. But at the 

heart of worship is rest-a stopping from all work, all worry, all scheming, all fleeing-to stand 
amazed and thankful before God and his work. There can be no real worship without true rest.”  

Mark Buchanan, The Rest of God

Family Services
Family Services
MOPS Begins
Discovery Club Begins
All-Church Picnic & Baptism
Young MOPS Begins
All-Church Study Begins
Women’s Breakfast
Food Drive
Celebrate Freedom Begins
Blood Drive
Thanksgiving
Trees For Troops

Aug. 25/26 
Sept. 1/2
Sept. 11
Sept. 11
Sept. 16
Sept. 20
Sept. 22
Oct. 6
Oct. 6
Nov. 1
Nov. 12
Nov. 22
Nov. 24! !
! ! ! !
! ! ! !

http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
http://www.smokeypointcommunitychurch.org
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Fin!ng a Place of Rest
thoughts on rest from the philippines



   Where do you find your rest? 
I’m not asking where you sleep. 
What I mean is; when you feel like 
renewing emotionally, what do 
you do? When you feel the need 
to “unplug” from stresses and 
“recharge your batteries”, so to 
speak, where do you turn? Is it 
television, music, exercise, a 
hobby? America is a culture that 
loves its leisure and yet, I would 
hazard to guess, there is not a lot 
of spiritual renewal and heart rest 
to be found in the midst of all the 
leisure pastimes. Many of us 
Americans live life rather 
“frazzled.” We may fantasize 
about living in a different place, 
where life is simple and the pace 
is slow; but fantasy isn’t reality. 
Do you ever wonder whether it’s 
even possible for us to find a 
Sabbath rest for our souls in the 
midst of our busy culture? 
I along with nine other people 
from SPCC spent two weeks this 
month on a mission trip in the 
Philippines and upon returning, I 
took a little time to think 
something our Filipino brothers 
and sisters might have to offer us 
in regards to living in a way that 
fosters spiritual renewal and rest.
Let me say first that it is pretty 
easy for us Americans to idolize 
life in a third-world tropical 
culture. I think we sometimes 
confuse rural living with a life of 
ease. Visions of siestas and a 
leisurely pace of life abound if we 
aren’t careful to take more than a 
cursory glance at our 
surroundings. In the small 
farming communities where we 
served in northern Luzon, life for 
most farmers is probably closer 
to a 5-9 work day than a 9-5 one. 
On a mission trip like we just 
experienced, it’s also fairly easy to 

idolize the faith of Filipino 
believers. Serving together for 
two weeks in the unique 
environment of a mission trip and 
sharing in the blessings of God 
can make it seem that life is 
always a spiritual high for Filipino 
Christians. Trust me, it’s not. Life 
for Filipino Christians isn’t a 
continual two-week mission trip. 
They struggle with temptations, 
sin and discouragement. 
Churches there experience the 
same kinds of difficulties we do 
here – conflict, lack of 
commitment to discipleship, fear 
of sharing their faith, etc. The 
pressures to compromise 
commitment to Jesus are 
universal. Wherever we are on 
the planet, we all face the same 
enemies to the renewal and rest 
God wants for us in Christ; the 
enemies of our flesh and the 
devil. 
   But, while we face common 
enemies to rest, I do think many 
of our Filipino brothers and 
sisters have two assets to their 
walk that elude most of us 
Americans; two assets that help 
them find renewal and rest more 
often than many of us – 
Simplicity and a devotion to 
prayer. By “simplicity”, I am 
referring to having few material 
possessions and being content 
not to pursue material things as a 
means of heart satisfaction. 
Simplicity is at the other end of 
the spiritual spectrum from 
materialism. Jesus declared war 
on the materialism of His day. He 
said, “No servant can serve two 
masters; for either he will hate 
the one and love the other, or he 
will be devoted to one and 
despise the other. You cannot 

serve God and mammon 
(money).” (Luke 16:13)
Richard Foster, in his book 
Celebration of Discipline, says this 
about simplicity:

 “Simplicity is freedom. Duplicity 
(Being divided in our affections – 
trying to love God while loving the 
world) is bondage. Simplicity 
brings joy and balance. Duplicity 
brings anxiety and fear…The 
Christian discipline of simplicity is 
an inward reality that results in 
an outward lifestyle…Inwardly 
modern man is fractured and 
fragmented. He is trapped in a 
maze of competing attachments. 
Because we lack a divine Center, 
our need for security has led us 
into an insane attachment to 
things. It is time we awaken to the 
fact that conformity to a sick 
society is to be sick. Until we see 
how unbalanced our culture has 
become at this point, we will not 
be able to deal with the mammon 
spirit within ourselves, nor will we 
desire Christian simplicity. This 
psychosis permeates even our 
mythology. The modern hero is the 
poor boy who became rich, rather 
than the Franciscan or Buddhist 
ideal of the rich boy who 
voluntarily becomes poor. 
Hoarding we call prudence. Greed 
we call industry.”

   I would add this to Foster’s 
statement; spiritual simplicity 
(fixing our affection and 
satisfaction in Christ) brings rest 
and renewal to the heart. Biblical 
simplicity brings a sense of true 
contentment and peace in the 
midst of life’s cares and concerns; 
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even during the busy seasons of 
life.
    Many of the Filipino believers 
I’ve grown to love since I started 
going there in 2005 demonstrate 
spiritual simplicity. In the places I 
have served, the vast majority of 
Filipinos are poor; especially in 
the rural areas of Luzon. That 
doesn’t mean they aren’t tempted 
like us to covet or pursue earthly 
treasure with a greedy heart. But, 
it does mean that most of them 

aren’t constantly bombarded with 
the seductive messages of our 
culture; messages telling us true 
satisfaction can be found in 
carving out a better life in the 
here and now, rather than in 
Christ. I think it’s an environment 
that offers them an advantage. 
Let me be clear – poverty is not 
simplicity. Christian simplicity is 
intentionally forsaking competing 
affections and placing our 
affection where it ought to be, in 
Christ. Christian simplicity is 

expressed in the words of the 
Apostle Paul,
“But whatever things were gain to 
me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ. More 
than that, I count all things to be 
loss in view of the surpassing 
value of knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things and count them 
but rubbish so that I may gain 
Christ.” (Phil 3:7-8)

While poverty is not simplicity, 
poverty is an easier place to find 
spiritual simplicity than wealth is. 
I wonder sometimes if we really 
believe the Bible’s warnings about 
material riches. How seriously do 
we take Jesus when He tells us 
that it is harder for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of heaven than 
for a camel to pass through the 
eye of a needle (Matt. 19:23-24). 
Yes, He does add a couple verses 
later that all things are possible 
with God; but the warning still 
stands. The simple truth is, when 

we have many earthly treasures, 
our hearts have difficulty 
worshipping the one true 
treasure – Jesus. Sadly, many of 
us have become dull to the 
danger of our culture’s 
materialistic seduction and find 
ourselves easily caught up in the 
hectic heart-pace that 
accompanies the pursuit of 
finding satisfaction in an earthly 
lifestyle. Frankly, it’s why there is 
so much leisure in America, but 
so little real rest to be found.
While it brings some 
disadvantages and physical 
hardships, the poverty of our 
Filipino brothers and sisters at 
least provides the opportunity for 
healthy spiritual affections; 
because, in rural Luzon, there are 
drastically fewer voices than 
there are in America screaming at 
them to place a high value on 
material things. However, it isn’t 
poverty alone that gives them a 
proper spiritual “Center” leading 
to a place of heart rest. There is 
another important component; a 
devotion to prayer. When you 
combine their lack of material 
possessions with the value they 
place on the practice of prayer, I 
think you find a large reason for 
the “rest” I see them enjoy. The 
Christian culture in the 
Philippines places a huge priority 
on personal and corporate prayer. 
I have often heard them say, “We 
can’t offer much in the way of 
material possessions, but we can 
pray;” and pray they do! They 
pray fervently and regularly. This 
value they place on the daily 
practice of prayer leads them to a 
place of spiritual rest. 
Why? Among other things, a daily 
practice of heartfelt prayer can 
build a healthy sense of 
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dependency on God as the source 
for our every need. There are 
heart attitudes that undermine 
the spiritual rest and renewal 
God offers us in Christ; pride, 
independence, anxiety and greed. 
Humble, consistent prayer that 
acknowledges our need and 
dependency on God wages a daily 
war against these enemies of 
spiritual rest.
“Do not be deceived, my beloved 
brothers. Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of 
lights with whom there is no 
variation or shadow due to 
change. (James 1:16)”
For the Christian, a daily practice 
of prayer reminds us that God, 
not us or the world, is the only 
source of every truly good gift. 
Regular prayer can help keep us 
from chasing worthless things 
and help us value Christ as we 
should. Regular, humble prayer 
also combats anxiety.
“Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God. And the 
peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” (Phil. 4:6-7)
Therefore do not be anxious, 
saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or 
‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles 
seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that 
you need them all. But seek first 
the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you. (Matt. 
6:31-33)
Daily dependent prayer also 
reminds us that God knows our 

needs and cares deeply about us. 
We don’t have to frantically grasp 
for possessions and protect them; 
because God has promised to 
provide everything we truly need 
in Christ.  My Filipino family is an 
example to me of people who 
place their hope and trust in God. 
They live out that trust in their 
daily practice of prayer. And the 
rest and heart renewal that 
results from their trust in God 
pours out of them in abundant joy 
and generous love. I want to 
follow their example. I want to 
overflow with joy and generous 
love springing from a place of 
true spiritual rest; rest that 
comes from a heart satisfied with 
Jesus. I admit I’m still in process. I 
am grateful for how God has used 
my Filipino friends as a model for 
me. They’ve encouraged me to 
continue to wage war on those 
robbers of rest: pride, 
independence, anxiety and greed. 
Karen and I have made a 
commitment to pursue simplicity 
of heart and lifestyle. And, by 
God’s grace, I am growing in the 
practice of daily, dependent 
prayer. 
There is only one true place to 
find rest for our souls – in Christ. 
Consider taking a lesson from the 
Philippine believers and join us in 
pursuing a life of simplicity and 
prayer for the purpose of finding 
rest and renewal in Jesus.
“Come to me, all who labor and 
are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light” (Matt. 11:28-30)

Pastor Tim

Smokey Point Community Church | The Loop  11  



Smokey Point Community Church | The Loop  12  

REFLECTIONS FROM THE

PHILIPPINES

Stories and Thoughts
From the 2012 Adult
Medical Mission Team

How do I describe the experiences I shared with our Adult 
Philippine Medical Mission team during our time ministering 
together? At the risk of sounding trite, I think the phrase that 
Pastor Delfin and several other Filipino pastors used to 
describe those two weeks is very appropriate, “It was a 
beautiful preview of heaven.”

Romans 5:2 describes the focus of our rejoicing as we 
anticipate heaven, “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.” 
When we get to heaven, our highest joy will be fulfilled as we 
spend eternity doing what we were created to do – giving glory 
to God and enjoying Him forever. From May 19th through June 
2nd, our team of ten was blessed to experience the glory of God 
demonstrated in countless ways as He changed us, used us for 
His purposes, and reminded us of His power and love. We saw 
God’s glory; and it was awesome. We saw His glory in the 
power of the Gospel to save the lost. We saw it in the power of 
Christ to transform our insecurities into dependence and trust 
in His love. We saw it in the active work of the Holy Spirit to 
unite 10 Americans and over 50 Filipino volunteers in sweet 
Christian fellowship. We saw it in so many answered prayers. 
And we experienced God’s glory as we worshipped Him 
together in service, devotion and song.



Over	  the	  course	  of	  five	  days,	  we	  held	  
medical	  clinics	  in	  five	  villages	  where	  we	  
served	  and	  shared	  the	  good	  news	  
about	  Jesus	  with	  794	  pa>ents.	  358	  of	  
them	  prayed	  to	  receive	  Christ.	  In	  the	  
important	  areas	  of	  Chris>an	  unity	  and	  
effec>veness	  in	  ministry	  to	  others,	  I	  
honestly	  can’t	  imagine	  a	  smoother	  trip.	  
Oh,	  there	  were	  plenty	  of	  obstacles	  and	  
opposi>on	  from	  our	  enemy;	  but	  God’s	  
grace	  was	  more	  than	  sufficient	  for	  our	  
weakness	  and	  His	  power	  was	  
demonstrated	  again	  and	  again	  as	  we	  
pressed	  into	  Him.	  Why	  did	  we	  see	  so	  
many	  drama>c	  demonstra>ons	  of	  
God’s	  powerful	  grace?	  As	  I	  thought	  
about	  the	  answer	  to	  that	  ques>on,	  one	  
possible	  answer	  came	  to	  my	  mind.	  In	  
2010,	  when	  our	  SPCC	  team	  concluded	  
our	  medical	  mission	  trip	  and	  headed	  
home,	  a	  commiUed	  group	  of	  Filipino	  
church	  leaders	  and	  pastors	  began	  to	  

pray	  together	  for	  God’s	  work	  at	  the	  
clinics	  we	  would	  hold	  in	  2012.	  For	  two	  
years	  they	  have	  prayed.	  Five	  months	  
ago,	  as	  our	  2012	  SPCC	  team	  began	  to	  
meet;	  we	  joined	  our	  Filipino	  brothers	  
and	  sisters	  and	  began	  to	  pray	  
specifically	  for	  each	  village	  we	  would	  
be	  visi>ng.	  We	  prayed	  that	  God	  would	  
prepare	  us	  to	  serve	  Him	  and	  bring	  
many	  to	  a	  rela>onship	  with	  Christ.	  It	  
should	  come	  as	  no	  surprise	  that	  God	  
should	  move	  in	  mighty	  ways	  when	  
believers	  agree	  together	  in	  prayer	  for	  
God’s	  stated	  purposes	  to	  be	  
accomplished.

Our	  partnership	  in	  the	  Philippines	  is	  
really	  about	  one	  thing;	  glorifying	  Jesus	  
Christ	  and	  sharing	  His	  glory	  with	  those	  
who	  don’t	  yet	  enjoy	  Him.	  As	  we	  
sacrificially	  serve	  together	  to	  
accomplish	  that	  purpose,	  it	  is	  no	  
wonder	  that	  we	  are	  blessed	  and	  

changed	  in	  the	  process.	  How	  could	  we	  
not	  be	  transformed	  when	  we	  
encounter	  the	  glory	  of	  our	  Lord	  and	  
Savior?!!	  

To	  all	  of	  you	  who	  joined	  us	  in	  prayer	  
for	  this	  trip,	  let	  me	  express	  my	  deepest	  
thanks.	  We	  were	  forever	  changed	  for	  
the	  beUer	  as	  a	  result	  of	  our	  trip	  and,	  
more	  importantly,	  there	  are	  hundreds	  
of	  people	  who	  have	  been	  transferred	  
from	  the	  kingdom	  of	  darkness	  into	  the	  
kingdom	  of	  Christ.	  They	  can	  now	  join	  
us	  as	  we	  all	  rejoice	  in	  the	  glory	  of	  God.	  
I’m	  sure	  anyone	  on	  our	  team	  would	  be	  
glad	  to	  share	  with	  you	  how	  they	  saw	  
God	  work	  in	  them	  and	  through	  them.	  
Here	  are	  a	  few	  comments	  from	  some	  
of	  them.

-‐Pastor  Tim
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shared by people halfway 
around the world was 
incredible!
   There are a thousand stories 
to tell from this trip, but the one 
thing that stuck out for me is 
the continuing knowledge that 
God is everywhere. Thank you 
to my beautiful wife Tammy for 
sharing this with me, our team, 
Pastor Tim for our awesome 
preparation, to all the Filipinos, 
and our friends and families for 
your prayer and support.

Don Kurtzenacker
 

Our long journey started with 
36 hours of traveling into open 
loving arms of welcome 
banners, music, and dancing. I 
would start my day at 3AM with 
a rooster crow, hike up to the 
prayer tower for alone time 
with God in devotions and 
prayer, asking the Lord to turn 
my weaknesses into His 
strengths, and that others 
would see His work and praise 
His name. 
   We as a team visited five 
villages. In this time, we met 
and fellowshipped with a 
wonderful medical team of 
doctors and nurses. We all 
worked under God’s hand 
serving the Filipinos. I had the 
opportunity to serve in spiritual 
counseling. I would be sharing 
the Gospel for the first time. I 
was nervous and excited, but 
God answered my prayer and 
erased my fears. I shared boldly, 
prayed earnestly, my tongue 
was the Lord’s vessel. I was so 
overwhelmed with emotion, I 
cried constantly. My sister Tina 
[Watson] was reacting the same 
way, the Holy Spirit was working 

Wow, where to begin! I am so 
very thankful that Tammy 
and I were fortunate enough 
to go on this medical mission 
trip to the Philippines. We 
saw God doing some 
awesome work in the lives of 
the Filipino pastors and their 
families. 

   I am also thankful to the 
dedicated doctors, nurses, and 
volunteers for their giving hearts. 
They worked tirelessly for five 
days of medical clinics. It was an 
honor to work alongside them. I 
also feel that I have a much 
better understanding of the need 
for the gospel to be shared and 
for training pastors and planting 
churches. Particularly where we 

were as it is very difficult to 
travel to a lot of the villages. The 
Filipinos basically have two 
options in life: getting an 
education and leaving for jobs in 
bigger cities or internationally, or 
becoming a farmer and living an 
extremely hard life. So, huge 
numbers of people attending 
church is not a reality. 
Nevertheless, the need for 
capable pastors is a very real one 
for those who remain in the 
villages.
   Pastor Delfin and all of our 
hosts were so very gracious! One 
of the big questions they had for 

us is why would we as ‘rich 
Americans’ want to spend 
thousands of dollars to come to 
their country and do a medical 
clinic. Matthew 28:18 says we are 
called to go and make disciples of 
all nations. But I think that going 
to another country with other 
Christ followers and immersing 
myself into the culture and 
experiencing the love of Christ 

Don & Tammy 
Kurtzenacker
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God used this trip to impact 
my heart in several ways, 
but for now I will focus on 
one significant and moving 
experience.  It was week two 
of our mission, the medical 
clinics were finished and we 
were traveling to 
villages where churches had 
been established and where 
others churches would soon 
be planted.  One church we 
visited was in a tiny village named 
Asiga.  As I stepped off the bus and 
began the short walk up to this little 
church on a hill, a flood of memories 
rushed back to my mind.  You see 

this was one of two churches that we 
helped build on our very first youth 
mission to the Philippines back in 
1999.  I had the privilege of being on 
that first trip and to be climbing that 
same hill almost 13 years later, 
brought a flood of emotions.  As we 
approached the aging church 
building, Pastor Delfin and I recalled 
the long days of mixing concrete 
under the scorching sun.  Although 
ants had been whittling away at the 
walls, this, the only church in the 
village, was still standing strong.           
My heart was full as the Filipino 
hospitality kicked in, welcoming us 
with fresh coconut milk in its natural 
container and purple yam cakes.  The 
smiley young pastor named Benjoe 
welcomed us and then those from the 
church who had gathered to greet us 
sang a hymn in their native Ilokano 
language.  I couldn’t understand a 
word, but it didn’t matter because the 
voices of saints young and old filled 
that little room and gave us all a taste 
of heaven on earth!  We then heard a 
beautiful story of how God had used 
that church just a couple of years 

prior.  There had been a typhoon that 
destroyed many of the homes in the 
village.  In the wake of the damage 
the people made their way to this 
little church on the hill where they 
found refuge from the storm.  That 
tiny church, built by unskilled youth 
from a church half a world away, was 
providing shelter and shining the 
light of Jesus to people in need.  
What a day that was, what a 
testimony to the partnership that has 
been forged for over a decade, what a 
joy for each person who has prayed 
and given and gone to our brothers 
and sisters in the Philippines.
I felt so privileged to have been there 
and experienced that day.  And 
church, you can share in that joy, 
because together we are participating 
in the work of God in a village 
named Asiga.  And one day that little 
taste of heaven will be fully realized 
and our joy will be complete as we 
all worship Jesus together.

Pastor Jim Johnson                     

Pastor Jim 
Johnson

overtime in us both. We both 
walked up to the prayer tower, 
hand in had, fell to our knees in 
thankfulness, praising God for 
His work through this day.
   I watched the medical team 
press forward in temperatures of 
90-103 degrees, earnestly 
serving. We would all end our 
days forming a prayer circle and 
reflecting on the days 
happenings. These prayer circles 
were so powerful you could feel 
the Holy Spirit moving. 
   Through this experience, God 
has taught me that His goal is to 
make us holy, not just happy. A 
content person has to learn to 
accept the bitter with the sweet.

Tammy Kurtzenacker 
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This was my first Missions 
trip and the experience 
couldn’t have been any 
better! I was nervous about 
going across the world to 
serve but I am absolutely 
happy with my decision. I 
was able to share the gospel, 
do surgeries and begin a new 
family relationship with 
some amazing people! 
   I was impacted in many ways 
on this trip, by my team 
members and the Filipinos. One 
of my most "memorable 
moments" from this trip was 
being able to share the Gospel! 
Not only was I in a new country 
but I was able to share for the 
first time! To give someone the 
same feeling of a new life that I 
was given the day I accepted 
Jesus as my savior was one of the 
greatest honors I have 
experienced! I was able to share 
with children, teens and adults.
   One person I was able to share 
the Gospel with was an 8-year-
old boy named Joshua. Joshua 
kept appearing when I was 
sharing the Gospel with other 
families and I could tell he was 
very excited to sit with me. Once 
it was Joshua’s turn, I could 
barely introduce myself because 
he was asking if we could pray 
together. I told him we could, 
and asked if there was something 
specific he would like to pray for. 
He told me that his parents didn’t 
know Jesus and he would like to 

pray for them. Joshua and I 
prayed together in tears. Joshua 
made a very large impact on me 
that day, and now that I am home 
I hope to reach many “little 
Joshuas” with the prayer requests 
they may have.

Beth Miller

When I think about this 
whole trip, my most 
important memory boils 
down to one day.

   For the majority of the trip, I 
had been sitting with a translator 
and sharing the Gospel to people 
at medical clinics. Our last clinic 
was at San Rafael. When we 
arrived, I felt very strongly that I 

wasn’t supposed to do what I had 
been doing all along, but instead 
I felt that I needed to go and pray 
with the young boys that Pastor 
Jim had been working with. 
   I told Tim what I was feeling, 
and that I could tell the Holy 
Spirit was leading me to sit and 
pray while Pastor Jim shared the 
Gospel with these boys. 
   I sat down with them and 
started praying. Very specific 
details about these boys were 
coming to my mind and I knew 
the Holy Spirit was speaking. 
   This whole time there was a 
group of teenage boys off to the 
side that were being disruptive, 
hiding behind a nearby tree, 
talking loudly, and walking by 
over and over. I could tell that it 
was the enemy working. The 
translator asked them to leave, 
but they hung around all day. I 
knew it my heart that they 
wanted to know what we were 
saying. I asked the translator if 
we could go ask them if they’d 

Beth
Miller

Nancy 
McFadden
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like to hear the story. But when 
the translator asked them, they 
said no. The translator said they 
were too ashamed because they 
knew they had been disruptive. 
But this didn’t sit well with me. 
   I felt conflicted because I knew 
in my heart that these teenage 
boys needed to hear the Gospel 
that day. I don’t often feel 
something that I know with 
certainty is the prompting of the 
Holy Spirit, but I was sure. If I left 
I would have been tormented in 
my spirit.
   I brought the translator over 
with me and started making small 
talk. I talked about my family, my 
own teenage boys, their names 
and ages and hobbies. They 
started to warm up. 

   Eventually I asked them if they’d 
like to hear what we had been 
sharing all day and they all nodded 
‘yes.’ I started to share and each 
one of them began to weep. I 
could see that God had prepared 
their hearts for this moment. I 
asked them, “Would you like this? 
Would you like to start a new kind 
of journey?” They all said yes!
   I learned later that they all came 
from tough backgrounds and that 
they were a local drug dealer type 
of group. Some were orphans 
taking care of their younger 
siblings, many had very serious 
issues. When I looked into their 
eyes before they received Christ I 
saw nothing but a blank 
hopelessness, but after hearing 
the Gospel and accepting Christ, 

that look was replaced by a 
glimmer of true hope. We got 
them Bibles and encouraged them 
to get into a local church. 
   God told me not to give up on 
these boys. He told me not to take 
‘No’ for an answer from the 
translator. The experience taught 
me not to give up on anyone, even 
people that I’ve become frustrated 
with because they are so 
antagonistic and hard hearted 
toward the Gospel. We need to 
continue to pray for people, even 
when we think they are too far 
gone. No one is beyond the reach 
of the Lord.

Nancy McFadden 



What is a Celebration Banquet? 
What are you celebrating? Who is 
invited? No, wait… back up… hold 
the phone! Most common and 
usually the first question asked: 
What is on the menu? And you 
might wonder: how would a 
banquet change lives? 
   First things first! Chef Ramirez 
(In His Image Coordinator Sue 
Robinson’s son-in-law) is a 
gourmet cook and we were 
fortunate to have him offer his 
expertise in meal choice, 
preparation and leadership of the 
kitchen! He whipped up delicioius 
chicken alfredo, garlic-buttered 
bread sticks, chilled and crisp 
green salad, ending with decedent 
chocolate brownies. Tasty!
   In His Image (IHI) Ministry, a 
support group at SPCC, partners 
with Eagle Wings Ministries 
(EWM) as they provide a 
community guest list while IHI 

organizes the community of 
space, servants, food, décor, 
music, individual photo shoot for 
the guests, and good times! This is 
an on-going outreach through 
SPCC, and this was our Sixth 
Annual Celebration Banquet!
   Kinder from Eagle Wings 
Ministries pointed out “…the 
number one unmet need for 
persons with disAbilities is caring, 
on-going relationships.” We serve 
and create culture by providing 
relationships for adults with 
disabilities, their families and 
caregivers.”   
  

   This event has been life 
changing for guests and perhaps 
most of all for the volunteers. 

    One volunteer said “I served for 
the first time a couple years ago. 
Last year I switched my vacation 

time so that I could help again. It 
changed my way of prayer and 
wanting to serve others, especially 
those of us with challenges. It was 
huge and I know the Lord used 
this in my life!”

   “What exactly is this for and 

what would I be doing?” asked a 
prospective volunteer. 
   I explained that this is an event 
where we link community and 
adults with special needs (who 
many times can be isolated from 
friends or activities). We celebrate 
life together.
  “And where are these folks from?” 
   Some of our guests live in group 
homes or Village Community 
Services. Others live with family 
members or they may have a 
caregiver in their own home. We 
have a blast with great food, some 
conversation, prayer, 
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In His Image
BANQUET IN REVIEW



encouragement and lots of 

dancing” 
“Well, anyone can dance, right?!“ 

That is the most wonderful thing 

I’ve heard all week! I’ve wondered 
about this each year but thought it 

wasn’t for me. I don’t know anyone 
with disabilities and I didn’t think I 

would know what to do or say… I’m 

in! Let me find my husband, he’ll 
want to help too! I’ll be right back! 

Save me a spot! Save two!”
   “Thanks, Jan. I certainly will. 
Now that’s a volunteer, I thought.

   
“What is your favorite part of the 
banquet?” I asked our guest, Heidi.
   “I like to dance.”
   “ Did you always dance with 
someone you knew?”
  “No, but they’re nice here and I 

like to dance.” 

 “Is there live music or a DJ?” 
questioned another potential 
volunteer during our sign-ups.
   “Yes, Voices of the Village! They 
present an ‘interactive jam session 
for people of all abilities.’ Jon 
Dalgarn leads this group of adults 
with special needs. Our very own 
SPCC Greeter and IHI volunteer, 
Jerry Vanney picks up the 
microphone to sing us a tune, as 
well as Ginger Baker.” She assists 
as a volunteer for the MOPS child 
care,” I replied.
“They joined the band several 
years ago. Vof V has gigs all over 
the state!”

   The Celebration Banquet was a 
huge success as volunteers not 
only filled all the positions 
available, there was time to pray 
with guests, visit as they hosted 
tables and really stepped out in 

faith to do a lil’ jig, form a line 
dance…sing! 
   “Dancing on the Ceiling” by 
Lionel Richie doesn’t compare to 
the outreach of dancing into one 

another’s lives that took place 
through IHI Celebration Banquet 
again, this year. Good stuff. 
Changing Lives.

Lindy Couch
IHI Coordinator

Questions, networking, 
crisis and prayer-line call: 

Sue Robinson 360.435.3382 
Sharon Milan 360.548.3736 

Lindy Couch call (or text) 
425.418.8699

Photos provided by Kim Ramirez  
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I am called to the glad 
assumption of 
responsibility, to lead 
courageously, to love 
sacrificially, to make war 
on sin, to safeguard the 
weak, to protect and 
serve wholeheartedly, 
and nurture a passion for 
Christ in those around 
me and under my care – 
to attain to the fullness 
of the measure of the 

stature of Christ!
   This is our working 
definition for Biblical 
Manhood. It is our 
“barbaric YAWP!” (You’ll 
have to see Walt 
Whitman on that one…). 
It is the calling that God’s 
Word places upon men, 
and the men of SPCC are 
answering that call!
   Men’s Retreat 2012 was 
an amazing time at 

Lakeside Bible Camp on 
Whidbey Island. The 
food is always great. The 
scenery is always 
amazing. The fellowship 
is always sweet. There is 
nothing like worshiping 
King Jesus in a room 
with 70 men, voices 
lifted in one accord to 
the God of Heaven. 
There’s really nothing 
like it. 

   We went deep on 
the love that the 
Father has for us in 
Jesus Christ, and our 
need to be rooted and 
established in that love 
as men. We talked at 
length about the 
practical out-workings 
of Biblical Manhood in 
the home and in the 
church. And we took 
some time to explore 
the role that ceremony 
plays in transitioning 
boys to manhood. But 
we didn’t just talk about 
it – we did it! Eleven of 
the guys from our 
young adults ministry 
went through a 
ceremony, welcoming 
them into the fraternity 
of men as part of our 
church body. The men 
laid hands on them, and 
prayed over them, they 
received gifts to mark 
the occasion, and finally 
we sounded our barbaric 
YAWP at the edge of the 
lake. (The poor, confused 
guys out fishing in the 
canoes had no idea what 
was going on… )
   We spent some sweet 
time praying together, 
and for one another 
Sunday morning before 
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MEN’S RETREAT FOLLOW UP

AFTER THE MENS RETREAT
Pastor Mike’s Reflections on this Year’s Men’s Retreat



heading home. It was an 
experience none of us 
will soon forget! 
Confession, weeping, 
and brothers coming 
alongside one another to 
lift each other up before 
the throne of grace…
outstanding!
   In all of this, I have to 
say that Men’s Retreat 
2012 was just an event. It 
was a holy visitation, to 
be sure, but spending an 
intense weekend in the 
Spirit is far easier than 
doing the hard work of 
coming home and being 
Godly men. The rubber 
has met the road, and 
from what I’ve seen, 
there’s a movement 
afoot. There is a deep 
hunger in our men for 
the fullness of life that 
Jesus promised them in 
John 10 – a fullness that 
brings life to their 
marriages, their children, 
and their church…a 
fullness that brings glory 
to their heavenly Father. 
   Men of SPCC, do not 
just sound your barbaric 
YAWP – LIVE IT OUT!!!!

Pastor Mike
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A poster has been 
created to display the 

working definition of 
Biblical Manhood 

discussed at the Men’s 
retreat. If you’d like one, 

contact Pastor Mike.



   “With joy you will draw 
water from the wells of 
salvation!” Isaiah 12:3.
   What an amazing 
promise from God to His 
people. Its no 
coincidence that the 
Hebrew word for 
“salvation” in that 
passage is the root 
“Joshua” or “Yeshua” – 
the name Jesus! 

   In John 4, Jesus 
intentionally goes into 
Samaria, to the well of 
Jacob, to engage the 
immoral woman. In that 
exchange, Jesus tells her 
of the Living Water that 
is available to spring 
from within if she will 
repent of her sin and 
place her faith in Him. 
What a picture! Here 

they are sitting by a well 
in the heat of midday in 
the Middle East. In this 
culture and climate, 
water was a precious 
commodity being so 
necessary for life and 
also so scarce. 
   Its not really that 
different in our culture 
today. Granted, we live in 
a pretty wet climate, but 
spiritually our nation is 
in a deep drought! 
Where are the wells in 

our culture? Where are 
the places where we can 
engage the culture as we 
draw water from the 
wells of Yeshua/Jesus? 
This is our calling in 
Christ Jesus, and its 
something that is 
happening already within 
a ministry here in our 
church. 
   The Young Adult 
ministry has gone 
through some unique 
changes and challenges. 
In February 2010 we sent 
off most of our folks to 
plant Milltown 
Neighborhood Church. 

Since then, the ministry 
has found its new 
identity and begun to 
move forward in a good 
direction. Adopting “The 
Well” as our name is just 
the icing on the cake. We 
want this ministry to be 
a draw for all the 18-30 
year olds folks in our 
community, whether 
they’re in school or 
working or both…single 
or married! 
   This summer is a great 
time to check it out if 
you haven’t before! We 
meet on Thursday nights 
at 6:30pm in the SPCC 
auditorium for a potluck 
meal and then worship 
and Bible study. We have 
some new volunteers 
joining us later this 
summer, and we’re 
experimenting with a 
new format. We’re going 
through the book of Acts 
this summer, and we’ve 
got a lot of activities and 
projects lined up, so 
there’s plenty to be a 
part of. 

Come meet Jesus 
at The Well…

SPCC Auditorium
Thursdays@6:30PM
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The new logo for ‘The Well’ 
recalls the Lord’s  journey to 
Samaria where he tells the 
woman at the well of the 
‘Living Water’ that can be 
found in Him. 

A Ministry for 18-30 Year Olds
‘THE WELL’ AT SPCC

‘THE WELL’ 
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Missions
RESCUE UPDATE

Rescue is pleased to report that 
God has brought another 
opportunity to serve Him by 
sending medical supplies to 
Soddo Christian Hospital in 
southern Ethiopia.
In this region there is limited 
healthcare available for a 
population of more than 3 
million people. Ethiopia is 
among the poorest countries in 
the world and unable to provide 
adequate healthcare, especially 
in rural regions. To help address 
this great need, Soddo Christian 

Hospital was established to 
provide compassionate care and 
comfort for the sick.  The 
hospital is self-sustaining, as 
most medical procedures are 
fee-based. 
 In May, Lake Shore Clinic in 
Kirkland donated several 
hundred patient gowns.  Rescue 
sent word to various locations 
and Dr. Paul Gray, the General 
surgeon at Soddo, selected 
these for his hospital. Rescue 
had the blessing of shipping 175 

pounds of cloth gowns to this 
newest recipient. 
We look forward to working 
with Dr. Gray and his staff and 
sharing God's gifts of surplus 
medical supplies from our area 
with the people of  Ethiopia. 
The hands of SPCC are reaching 
around the world!  

If you would like to  join us in 
this effort, call Debi at 

360.654.8513.

Rescue Ships 175 Pounds of Cloth Medical Gowns to Soddo Christian Hospital
rescue sends medical supplies to ethiopia

http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1152&bih=667&sa=X&ei=B7rOT969OILi2QXq5fSuDA&ved=0CAQQBSgA&q=recipient&spell=1
http://www.google.com/search?hl=en&biw=1152&bih=667&sa=X&ei=B7rOT969OILi2QXq5fSuDA&ved=0CAQQBSgA&q=recipient&spell=1
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Student Ministries
MEET THE INTERNS

Every summer, SPCC brings on post-high school 
student interns to work in Student Ministries for 
the summer This year, we’d like to welcome 
Lindsey, Sean, and Chloe! Lindsey will be 
working with high school students and Sean and 
Chloe will be working with Jr. High Students. 
Interns work hard all summer - learning the ropes 
of student ministries and making life decisions! 
Make sure to thank them for all of their hard 
work!

Age: 20

Why did you decide to intern this year? I decided to do 
this internship because I have a passion for helping 
people, especially those who are hurting. The best 
way to do that is to listen and point them to Christ. 
And what better atmosphere to do that than with high 
schoolers?

What excites you most about working with students? I am 
most excited to share my voice and my passion for 
Christ through the messages I am going to share at 
summer nights.

What are you most nervous about? I am most nervous 
about how God is going to go about stretching and 
growing me.
What are your plans after you’ve completed your 
internship? My plans are to finish my schooling and to 
become either a missionary counselor or a marriage 
and family counselor.

Tell us something unique about yourself. I love to paint, 
draw, and travel. 

LINDSeY
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Age: 19

Why did you decide to intern this year? Honestly, it wasn’t 
really on my radar. Interestingly enough, the day 
Byron asked me if I would think about it, I had spent 
time praying about my frustrations with what to do 
here and now, how to use my time. So since I want to 
spend my life working in the church it made sense 
that this was the door God wanted me to walk 
through.

What excites you most about working with students? I 
love kids, they’re so sweet even when they’re being 
crazy. Nothing is sweeter to me than when I get to 
see them moving to a place where they want to 
pursue and love Christ, especially when those desires 
turn into actions.

What are you most nervous about? Sometimes I can be 
a little crazy and can push buttons. I usually work in a 
high energy enviornment, and days in the office 
already have me feeling a little stir-crazy. I’m nervous 
about accidentally pushing buttons in those moments.
What are your plans after you’ve completed your 
internship? I plan on getting a transfer degree from 
EvCC and transferring to a Bible College to study the 
Bible.

Tell us something unique about yourself. I like to run and 
cook and watch the food channel.

Age: 19

Why did you decide to intern this year? I wanted to invest 
my summer doing something that would have eternal 
purpose.

What excites you most about working with students? 
Junior High kids are so awesome! They are fun and 
energetic and passionate and that overflows into their 
desires to grow nearer to God’s heart. Getting to 
watch and be directly involved with that is totally 
exciting and a huge blessing that I am not worthy of.

What are you most nervous about? I tend to take on a lot 
of big ideas that realistically can’t all be done well. It 
could be logistical or relational, my personality deficit 
is to do-do-do and often times that leads to an 
overwhelming place where I become not as usable 
because of exhaustion. I am grateful to be sharing 
this position with Sean.
What are your plans after you’ve completed your 
internship? In Early September I am moving to 
Canada for Bible school. I’ll be entering the 
intercultural studies program as a sophomore.

Tell us something unique about yourself. Ever since I 
was young I’ve wanted to travel and explore the world 
without plans or an agenda. God willing that will be a 
huge part of my life, because below His will it’s what I 
desire more than anything. I am a wanderer at heart, 
learning what it means to be content in the place God 
has me.

SEAN CHLOE
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Children’s Ministries
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT

We have an amazing 
team of committed 
volunteers in 
Children’s Ministry 
and Bri and her 
family are a huge part 
of that team!  Bri and 
her family serve on a 
weekly basis and the 

time and love they pour 
out to children, youth, 
and their families is a 
blessing to our church!   
I will let her share a little 
bit about herself.  
“My name is Brianne 
Cifu, or Bri as most 
people have come to 
know me.  I have 

attended SPCC for about 
three years.  I have been 
married to my husband 
Mike for 11 years.  (Mike 
currently volunteers 
with the junior high 
ministry).  We have two 
energetic kids, Sean (7) 
and Savannah (4).  Prior 
to attending SPCC we 
were involved in a small 
home based ministry.  
My love for serving and 
volunteering with 
children has always been 

something close to my 
heart.  I heard of a need 
at our church within the 
Children’s Ministry and I 
saw the opportunity to 
give back to the church 
body.  I started serving 
each week on Sunday 
mornings and have 
continued to do so for 
about two years. I 
volunteered with the 
preschool class but just 
moved to the 3 year old 
class on Sunday morning 

SP     TLIGHT
VOLUNTEER

BRIANNE CIFU
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at 10:45am.  This year I 
will also be serving as 
the Moppet Coordinator 
with MOPS. I have been 
serving in other areas in 
MOPS for two years 
now. I worked with the 
moms and am looking 
forward to working with 
them and their kids this 
coming year in this new 
capacity.” 
As you can see Bri and 
her husband are 
invested in serving this 
body and they are very 
committed, in fact, I 
would say in the last two 
years they have had a 
total of about six 
weekends where they 

took a weekend off, and 
maybe a handful of times 
where they missed due 
to illness!   It is that 
commitment to being 
here that helps build 
solid relationships with 
our kiddos, and give us 
great opportunities to 
minister to their hearts 
in meaningful ways!  I 
have seen the Lord grow 
Bri as a teacher, leader, 
and a mom as He works 
in and through her as 
she shares His love with 
children and families.  
Here is what Bri says 
about working with the 
children at SPCC “It has 
been a blessing to me, as 

it has stretched me and 
helped me grow in my 
faith. The energy that 
kids bring to worshiping 
God is inspiring.  
Children have such a 
pure, complete, and 
simple faith in God.  
Working with the kids 
reminds me that my 
relationship with God 
should be the same.”  She 
also says “if you are 
feeling called to serve in 
any way and have not 
taken that step, now is 
your chance.  Children’s 
Ministry is fun, 
rewarding, and presents 
a chance to make a 
lasting impact on 

children and their 
families.”  
Thank you Bri for 
stepping out in faith and 
allowing God to use you 
to minister to the hearts 
of our children, for 
serving every week with 
a heart filled with the joy 
of the Lord!  Thank you 
Mike, Sean and Savannah 
for loving your church 
family by sharing Bri 
with us so she can serve 
the Lord and supporting 
her so she can do it well!   
You are all a blessing and 
we thank God for you!

Ms. Diona

Children’s Ministries
LIT & STOKED UPDATE

Current Opportunities to make a difference:
• Summer Substitute Teachers for 

elementary 
• Preschool Sunday School (sat night and 

sun morning)

Fall  (September 2012-May 2013):
• Assistant teachers for Tuesday Night 

Discovery Club this fall
• Skills leaders for Discovery Club this fall
• Moppet Lead teachers and Helpers 

Tuesday mornings  
 

children’s ministry VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
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Children’s Ministries
LIT & STOKED UPDATE

Our Leaders in Training 
program is for students 
in 3rd grade through 
high school.
   We have Jr LITs who 
are in 3rd and 4th grade 
who serve with family 
members in most cases, 
5th-8th graders who 
serve independently, 
and our High School 
LITs who typically 
transition into Assistant 
teacher/helper roles 
after the age of 16. 
We have a group of 42 
Students who have filled 
out applications to be 
LITs this year, 32 of 
them serve on a regular 
basis and 15 of those 32 
regularly attend our 
STOKED trainings!   Our 
STOKED meetings 
provide LITs an 
opportunity to bond 
with peers and leaders, 
talk through questions 
and concerns with 
things that happen 
when serving, share 
ideas, get training that 
cannot be done as well 
individually, share 
where they are in their 

relationship with God, 
accountability, and to 
have some fun!   We 
would like every LIT to 
be part of STOKED!
    Our Monthly STOKED 
meetings are for ALL  
LITs, even those who do 
not serve weekly, even 
those who serve in 
Moppets Tuesday 
mornings and Discovery 
Club on Tuesday nights.  
June 3rd was our last 
official STOKED of the 
school year, but we do 
have one LIT/STOKED 
event coming up…so 
PLEASE MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!!!
July 8th STOKED 
Summer Celebration 
BBQ!   This event will 
be from 12:30-4pm   
We will be providing 
hotdogs and burgers 
YOU bring your own 
drink and a potluck 
dish or side (ie salad, 
desert, macaroni 
salad, mac-n-cheese, 
veggie tray, etc)
You will be getting 
wet, so be prepared 
with a towel and 

change of clothes (if you 
want!)
    If you are a parent 
who is considering 
having your son or 
daughter serve in 
Children’s Ministry on 
weekends, in Discovery 
Club on Tuesday nights, 
or Moppets please 
remember we need your 
child to fill out a LIT 
Application and 

covenant, have an 
interview with our LIT 
Coordinator, and attend 
our Monthly Stoked 
Meetings (regular 
meetings are the 1st 
Sunday of the Month 
(except july aug sept 
dec) 12:30pm-2pm in 
B201 Youth room. Bring 
your own sack lunch). 

UPCOMING LIT/STOKED EVENTS

July 8th  Summer Celebration BBQ 12:30-4pm
September 9th will be our FALL KICK-OFF! ALL 
LITs will be expected to be there! 12:30-2:30pm (we 
will provide lunch at this one!)
October 7th STOKED 12:30-2pm (bring sack lunch)
November 4th STOKED 12:30-2pm (bring sack 
lunch)
December 9th STOKED 12:30-3:30pm (bring sack 
lunch and exchange gift)
January 6th STOKED 12:30-2pm (bring sack lunch)
 

BECOME AN LIT

If you are interested in having your child be an 
LIT pick up an application and covenant in the 
wall file outside the Preschool office in the B 
Building! If you have questions about the LIT 
program please contact Ms. Diona 360.659.2844 
ext 2230 or diona@spcc-cma.org

LIT & STOKED UPDATE

mailto:diona@spcc-cma.org
mailto:diona@spcc-cma.org
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Children’s Ministries
LITTLE LIGHT PRESCHOOL

My soul, wait silently 
for God alone, For my 
expectation is from 
Him. He only is my rock 
and my salvation; He is 
my defense; I shall not 
be moved.” Psalm 
62:5&6
    Little Light Preschool 
has had an amazing 
year, wrapping up the 
school year with 
Graduation on May 24th 
and 315 family and 
friends in the audience. 

Little lives grow in 
knowledge, character 
and in the truth of who 
God is. One of my 
favorite memories 
happened the last week 
of school when a little 
boy came up to me 
during art time and said 
“Mrs. Camp, I haven’t 
asked Jesus into my 
heart yet and I want to!”  
We talked about what 
that meant and then we 
prayed. When he said 

Amen, I opened my eyes 
to a smile that went 

from ear to ear…he said, 
“Wow, I felt Jesus come 
in…I didn’t think it 
would happen that fast!”  
Oh how Jesus loves the 
little ones.  
   We opened 
registration March 1st 
and were 85% full by 
March 9th. The blessings 
of the Lord have been 
plentiful.  It is with great 
humility that I Praise 
Jesus who sends us the 
children and families He 
wants us to love, teach, 
and share about who He 
is. 
   The school year ended 
with our sweet Mrs. 
Hunt retiring (oh how 
we will miss her!!!) and 
Jennifer Childress (who 

graciously stepped in 
midway through the 
year) going back to 
school to become a 
nurse and our 3’s 
teacher Amy Quick also 
leaving to go back to 
school. So our school is 
feeling a bit empty these 
days.  Again I find myself 
holding fast the verses 
above…”My soul, wait 
silently for God alone, 
For my expectation is 
from Him. He only is my 
rock and my salvation; 
He is my defense; I shall 
not be moved.” It is with 
great anticipation that I 
wait to see who God 
brings into our Little 
Light family as teacher 
and helpers for next 
year.

Lavaun Camp
Preschool Director

We are looking for a 
qualified teacher for the 
3’s class.  This is a 2 days 
a week position.  If you 
are interested in more 
information you can 
email Lavaun Camp.   

lavaun@spcc-cma.org 

mailto:lavaun@spcc-cma.org
mailto:lavaun@spcc-cma.org
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JH Black Lake Summer Camp
SH Black Lake Summer Camp
CAMA Camp
Clothing Closet
Junior High BC Blast
Senior High Whistler Trip
Life Group Leader BBQ
Wiebe Farewell!
Blood Drive

Summer events
mark your calendars

July 15-21
July 22-28

August 5-11
August 9-11
August 9-11

August 12-14
August 12
August 18
August 20  
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PHOTO FINISH
The Philippines Team Takes a Ride



Smokey Point Community Church | The Loop  32  

Coming July 7


