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I heard about a woman who had some “friends”, and she knew she should do something for them at 
Christmas, but she didn’t want to spend any money. She didn’t want to buy them a gift. She wasn’t 
too sure she wanted to give them a Christmas card.

With only a few days to spare before Christmas, she decided she probably should send them a 
card. She waited until the last minute, rushed off to a Hallmark store and there she found some 
cards that were in the close-out bin. She found just what she was looking for … some pretty cards 
decorated with some gold trimming, with the message on the front: 

A GIFT FROM MY HEART 
TO YOURS

It was general, generic, and good enough!

She bought a couple boxes of these cards, frantically addressed them to all her friends, ran to the 
post office, mailed them and sighed a sigh of relief that this frustrating business of Christmas for 
her was over.

A few days later while tiding up her home, she came across the last few left-over cards, so she 
decided to open one to see what was written inside. To her horror she opened the card and this is 
what she read: 

THIS CHRISTMAS CARD IS JUST TO SAY
A LITTLE GIFT IS ON IT’S WAY

On a joyful night, 2000 years ago, Our Savior was born in a manger under the stars.

As we gaze at the nativity in the narthex we are reminded of the circumstances surrounding the 
birth of Jesus. Because there was no room in the warmth of an inn, Jesus was born under the stars, 
in the chill of the night.  

On this day, God came to us in flesh and blood. He chose to come as a newborn babe. God 
entrusting God’s self to human beings – to you and to me. In other words, it is as if God said, “I 
want humanity to see my face, I want them to hear my voice, I want them to touch me, I want them 
to know my love, I want them to live my life”.

At this time of year, when natural light is at its weakest, the days are short and the nights long, a ray 
of light can dispel the darkness. It’s the light of God that shines in the world. No day is so dark that 
the light of Christ cannot brighten.

The great Russian writer Dostoyevsky spent four years in a Siberian prison. There, he came in 
contact with some desperate men. Yet he tells us that on Christmas Day, the mood of the prisoners 



changed. They felt that they were not altogether outcasts or lost souls. They felt like human beings! 
Even the most frugal among them thought it their duty to be open handed on a day like this.

What is it about Christmas that could cause such desperate men to feel like that?

The light of Christ is a persistent light. It has the power to draw people to its shining. The light that 
shines in the midst of devastation and disaster brings goodness and truth. This day is made radiant 
by the light of Christ.  

Are you willing to be a source of light to others?

Every Christmas season lets loose a sea of volunteers … singing carols, walking for charity, 
collecting money for emergency needs, visiting the sick, feeding the hungry, and sheltering the 
homeless. Through Christmas, God gives us an opportunity to show what we are capable of ! 
Imagine …  through Christmas, God gives us an opportunity to show what we are capable of. 
Christmas invites us to open our hearts. The extent to which we open our hearts to God and to one 
another, will be the extent to which we experience great joy

Is there such a thing as the spirit of Christmas that percolates a joyful spirit?

The joy that Christ brought into the world has never ended. This joy is remembered every year on 
Christmas day. On a larger scale, it can be remembered every day of the year! Remembered through 
our love for our neighbors. Through goodness and gentleness, and by our efforts to foster peace in 
our families, our communities, and in our world.

Christmas … is a life to be lived … a way of being. Are you recognizing the Word made flesh in 
your own life? Are you recognizing the Word made flesh in the lives of others?

The Word made flesh will never cease living among us. Wherever you go, whatever you do, whoever 
you are with - live in the likeness of God!

In just a few minutes, we will be invited to partake in communion, to receive the most precious gift 
of all … of which we can never earn what it represents.

Like the messenger who runs ahead along the mountain ridges to announce the good news - My 
brothers and sisters in Christ – Christmas your way into being heralds of great joy. 


