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Preparing for this sermon, our last in the series on the Reformation and “The Five Solas,” I couldn’t 
help but be reminded of “The Five Pillars of Islam” which are: Faith; Prayer; Almsgiving; Fasting; 
and Pilgrimage.” Pastor Robyn has even referred to these in the same way, the five pillars of the 
Reformation: Faith Alone; Scripture Alone; Grace Alone; Christ Alone; and The Glory of God 
Alone. As I considered the first four, I was struck at how each of them were not only inter-related, 
but how each was an expression of this last one “Soli Deo Gloria” – The Glory of God Alone. 

We are given the gift of faith so that we can believe in God and His Word; that we might trust 
Him in such a way as to be obedient and to bring glory to Him. The Scripture is our guide to the 
Truth of God, and from it faith; from the Word we learn about Grace. Grace, is a gift of God which 
we learn of in Scripture and about which we also learn came by the life, death and resurrection 
of Jesus and therefore we give praise and honor to God. Finally, Jesus – the Christ: it is from the 
Scripture that we learn of Him and His teaching; we are told about His sacrificial death on the 
cross and then His resurrection and ascension, the giving of the Holy Spirit and again, we are 
drawn into praise and worship as we thank God and honor Him for the great gift that He has given 
us. All are intertwined and all are for one reason to bring us to a place of glorifying God. As the 
Westminster Catechism says, “…the chief end of man is to glorify God.”

All of these five statements bear directly on the debate of the time: the doctrine of salvation and on 
religious authority, but for me this fifth sola is the central point upon which the other four stand. 
Every human word falls short; every human deed misses the mark; every human mediator fails to 
bring reconciliation. God finally had to do what no one else could do, and as it says in Isaiah, “…
with His own right arm brought salvation.” God’s desire to magnify His glory is what brought Him 
to speak to the people. The other solas all magnify God’s glory to the highest end for which we exist 
– to glorify God.

There is the potential difficulty with this “glory of God” to bring glory to humankind. After all, in 
Genesis 1, we are told that we were made in His likeness, His image; in the Psalms and other places 
we are told that He has crowned us with glory and honor. So, to say that all glory belongs to God, 
you might think that this Reformation statement diminishes humankind in some way.

Then there can also be a distortion: the distortion is to make this a principal about us and how we 
live. It has been said, based upon this statement, that we should do all things to God’s glory: how 
we live, how we worship, how we conduct business, how we imagine and enact a political agenda. 
Yes we should live lives holy and pleasing to God, but when we turn this to focus on our lives 
and our living we take away the central point of the scripture on this topic: that God’s glory is to 
be known. There is nothing which we can add to it; we can only experience what is already His 
essence, the heart of His being and this is what Soli Deo Gloria is all about; to bring us back to the 
scriptural story and what it shows us of God’s glory.

We can look first at the creation story. Here God set about creating this whole cosmos and planet 



on which we live. He created all living creatures and finally created humanity. None of these things 
has glory in and of themselves rather they are a reflection of God’s glory. God delights to make His 
glory manifest in all of His works, and as His creation, mankind and angels obey Him, and love 
Him. This is simply a reflecting of God’s own glory back to Him. There is no glory in us. But as 
God crowns us with glory and honor we then bow down and as it says in Revelation, we then cast 
those crowns before Him that is we give back to God what is already His – His glory. 

As we move through the scripture we see this again and again, but nowhere is it more manifest than 
in the story of the Exodus. The Hebrew children have left Egypt and are making their way through 
the wilderness of the Sinai to this new land that has been promised to them. As they are making 
their way the first thing we see is that God’s glory is made manifest to them. No one can know this 
glory, it is too great for us to comprehend but God does reveal it to us. Here He makes Himself 
manifest in the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night. When it stops, they stop and 
rest. But it is always the glory of God that is leading them. Then, they come to Sinai and God’s 
glory becomes thunder and lightning as He draws near to them to speak with them. The people are 
terrified and can’t stand the glory of God. It is too overwhelming. Imagine your children saying to 
you, “Mom, Dad, I really can’t take being in the same room as you, let alone listening to you. Your 
voice is really overpowering. Would you please tell me what you have to say by talking with my best 
friend; that person can then come and relay your message to me. The other thing you can do is just 
write down any instructions or what have you, and I’ll read them and know what it is you want or 
what message you’re trying to give me.”

But God didn’t stop; He kept on trying to bring His children around to a relationship with Him. 
After He gave Moses the blueprint for the Tabernacle, and they built it, the time came for Moses 
and Aaron to dedicate this new holy place. On the day of dedication we are told that God’s glory 
filled the tabernacle. His glory was so magnificent that even Moses could not enter it. God simply 
wanted His people to be glorified by experiencing what was His essence and as they were filled with 
it, they would then reflect it back to Him.

As the story continues the people continually reject God’s glory. Once they are finally settled in 
the land they look around at the other nations. The other nations all have kings that rule over them 
but all they have is this old guy named Samuel, who speaks with God and gives them leadership 
and guidance. Once again they reject this and demand to have a king and be like the other nations. 
Samuel gets angry but God tells Samuel not to be angry because they have not rejected Samuel, 
they have rejected God once again.

What was it about God’s glory that made it so awesome? It’s the notion that when the cloud 
appears, that is where God dwells. God desires to dwell among us and, like the sun gives light that 
is reflected by the moon, so God gives His light, His glory, to be reflected back to Him. 

Even in the midst of this “rejection” God still had people whose desires and hearts were turned to 
Him; people who wanted and enjoyed a close relationship with Him. First we think of David who 
was called the friend of God. He was followed by his son Solomon, who was given the honor of 
building a temple to God. Just like at the dedication of the Tabernacle, God descends upon this 
building and fills it with His glory. We are told that all of the sacrifices and bread was consumed 
as God took His place in the sanctuary. God was again manifesting His Glory to the people, only 
wanting them to worship and obey, and thus reflecting it back to God. But again, the people are 
soon led astray and their worship and offering of sacrifices is more of a means to try to control God 
rather than worship Him.

Soon we see that the Hebrew people have gone so far off of the path, and distanced themselves 
from God that God begins to warn them by sending His messengers to them, warning them that 



if they keep going down this road it’s only going to lead to destruction and their removal from 
the land. The first thing we see is that this group of people has divided into two kingdoms. Is God 
divided? The larger kingdom, the ten tribes, is the first to be taken away leaving only Judah and 
Benjamin. They hold on for a little while longer but finally they too are taken away into Babylon.

The great story of Scripture is God wanting to reconcile His children to Himself and to draw them 
into an even greater fellowship with the Lord than that which they had back in Eden. The account 
of Israel and the cloud seems to create a great expectation of reaching this goal while nevertheless 
indicating that something much more needed to happen in order to truly and lastingly attain it. The 
cloud is at times a source of great joy as God draws them into His holy embrace and then again it 
seems to push them away to keep them at a distance. Moses leads the people to a place to meet with 
God and then he is told to put a barrier around the mountain to keep them away.  They construct 
the Tabernacle, and as they dedicate it the glory of the Lord so fills it that even Moses and Aaron 
cannot enter.

So now we have come to that time where God has pulled back from His people and they have 
been taken away into captivity. God’s glory is a constant source of blessing and curse, intimacy 
and exclusion. They are very privileged to have God so close to them and they are terrified at the 
thought of losing God’s presence among them, yet at the same time a Holy God cannot be among 
a corrupt people. As we read the story of God’s glory lifting up from and leaving the Temple, you 
can almost feel the pathos of God’s heart breaking in some way. I think of a child, grown into 
adulthood, leaving home to set out on his or her own. As they back out of the driveway, there is that 
last minute hesitation as you take one last look at the home in which you grew up that you are now 
leaving. This is the kind of feeling portrayed here. God seems to be reluctantly leaving the Temple 
and then finally, taking one last look, the glory of the Lord abandons His sinful people.

But this is not the end. As the prophet Isaiah declares, “…can a mother forget her nursing child and 
have no compassion on the child that she has borne? …I will not forget you…I have engraved you 
on the palms of my hands…” And so in the dispensation of the fullness of time God brought His 
Glory back to His people. While in human wisdom this story of exile did not appear to be one with 
a happy ending, God had an answer that surpassed all expectation. 

This time, the glory of the Lord did not return in a fiery pillar, or a consuming cloud, it came in the 
form of an infant. The prophets had long spoken of “this One,” this Messiah, who would come to 
lead God’s people out of captivity. At this infant’s dedication in the Temple a prophet asked God 
to let him depart in peace “for my eyes have seen Your salvation, and the Glory of Your people, 
Israel.” God’s glory – so often revealed in huge events, now comes to show us that in fact God’s 
glory is seen in the humble, the lowly. Jesus’ appearance was not an alternative to the story of the 
Old Testament; rather it was the organic fulfillment of that story. Jesus was the “exact representation 
of God’s being.” As the shekinah glory of God came and rested on and in the Temple, Jesus came 
as the true temple of God. The writings of the New Testament shift the story from God’s glory 
revealed in the cloud, to God’s glory revealed in Jesus and yet show them to be one united story. 
However, as God reveals His glory in Jesus it takes an unexpected twist by revealing His glory in 
humiliation. Jesus knew no sin yet came in the likeness of sinful flesh. He had no beauty that we 
would be attracted to Him according to Isaiah. 

The theme of glory in humility continued all throughout Jesus’ ministry. He was constantly 
confounding the religious leaders of His day by doing the exact opposite of what they believed 
should be done. I read a book recently called “The Bad Habits of Jesus.” In one of the chapters the 
writer speaks of Jesus’ bad habit of focusing on the small things and ignoring the larger. He pays 
attention to children; He listens to and spends time with women; He honors a widow putting in a 



small coin in the temple offering; He heals and speaks to the outcasts of society. He uses a couple of loaves 
and some fish, offered up by a little boy and super-abundantly feeds about 15,000 people with 12 baskets 
left over. Jesus is constantly considering the small things to turn them into endless greatness.

How does this statement, “The Glory of God Alone” then relate to the gospel message? The glorification 
of God means our salvation; the salvation of all people. As God glorifies Himself He does so through the 
works of His hands – through His creation. God delights to glorify Himself through us as we yield our will 
to do His will. As Paul says, “For God, who commanded the light to shine, out of darkness has shined in 
our hearts; to give the light of the knowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 

As we participate in the glory of Christ we find three things: first, the centrality of the Holy Spirit in the 
revelation of God’s glory. The Spirit brings us into an intimate fellowship and relationship to God. As 
we participate in His Glory we find that it comes through suffering. As we participate in and allow the 
sufferings of Christ to enter into our lives. As He attained glory through the cross, can we expect any less? 
And finally, our participation in Christ’s glory will be fully realized when He returns. What began with 
God’s glory, ends with God’s glory. As Paul so beautifully said in his letter to the Philippians: “Let this 
mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who though He was in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God as something to be held onto, but emptied Himself, and took on the form of a servant, and being 
found in the likeness of man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. 
Therefore has God highly exalted Him and gave Him a name that is above every name, that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.”

And so we have it, faith alone; scripture alone; grace alone; Christ alone, and the Glory of God alone. 
Amen.


