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If you can, watch the music video by The Black Eyed Peas as they sing “Where Is the Love?” on 
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YsRMoWYGLNA&feature=youtu.be.

This song has is right. People cry out, “Where is the love?” And the problems of our world are 
weighty. They are complex and constant and overwhelming. Even though the problems may not 
convince us to abandon the gospel, they do a mighty good job of convincing us that we have very 
little to offer. We listen and we look around and we too ask, “Where is the love?” We need to be 
encouraged in heart. 

The Apostle Paul writes to the early church in order that they may be encouraged in heart…and 
united in love. Within the cradle of gospel love, we are called to unity. Paul writes to the Christians 
at Ephesus (now modern day Western Turkey). He is concerned about their spiritual state. His 
purpose isn’t that they be healthy, happy, prosperous and great; his purpose is that their hearts may 
be encouraged and comforted in Christ in order that they meet the needs of this world. We too need 
to be encouraged and comforted in order to face the challenges of our day. 

We need this because when we’re deeply honest, even a Christian can find life terrible and 
discouraging. The intolerance of our faith is felt today as much as it was in Paul’s day. There is a 
litany of language designed to unravel the confidence of a Christ follower’s heart. We get used to 
sound bites like: “You Christians are all the same.” “There is no such thing as truth, there’s only 
what is true for you.” “Intelligent people don’t believe in miracles and the resurrection.” “Churches 
are full of hypocrites.” “Where is the love?”

We can feel pressure to keep silent under the pressure of these criticisms. We can feel the pressure 
to cave under the weighty problems of our world. But Friends, this pressure is nothing new to the 
Church. Paul writes to his fellow Christians. He writes to strengthen their hearts by reminding them 
of the gospel and the riches that they have in Christ. Paul has already commended the Ephesians 
for their love. Now he reminds them (and us) that strength will be found in Christ-like love. It’s a 
fundamental Christian virtue.

Listen again to what Paul says: “Live a life worthy of the calling you have received. Be completely 
humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one another in love.” (Ephesians 4:1-2) We have been 
called by God through Christ. Each Christian has a calling. Now live a life worthy of the name 
Christ-follower. Paul writes that we are to bear with others in love. What sort of love ought we have 
for another? Is it similar to a love between spouses when they are at their best? Is it like the love 
adults have for their kids or their grandkids? Is it the ‘almost-love’ I have for our nuisance cat? Is 
it the love that feels mooshy and mushy? Well, yes, it is. And it is more. The Love that God brings 
to us is all of this and more. All these different kinds of love are only subsets of the greater love 
demonstrated, presented and re-presented to the world in Christ.

Jesus tells us about the love that knits us together. In John 13, Jesus says to His disciples, “A new 



command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this 
all will know you are My disciples, if you love one another.” In what sense is the command to love 
one another ‘new’?

The command is new in the sense that Jesus has raised the bar for loving others. He goes beyond 
the Old Testament which says to “love your neighbor as yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) It is no longer 
love others as you love yourself, it is now love others as I have loved you. That’s a new standard. 
We are to love others as Jesus has loved us! This command in John 13 follows the washing of the 
disciples’ feet and precedes their coming to the Last Supper. How are we to love others? Jesus 
shows us—with servant hearts. Earlier, on the way to Jerusalem, Jesus said to His followers, 
“Whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first 
must be a servant of everyone. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give His life for many.” (Mark 10:43-45)

Our love for Jesus is expressed as we lovingly serve others. If we’re not serving others, frankly, we’re 
not loving Jesus. Servants look beyond themselves. Servants are outward looking. Servants deny 
themselves and act in the best interests of others. Servants are sacrificial. Servants watch their language 
and their jokes. Servants go the extra mile. Did you know it is possible to do many things in the church 
over a lifetime without ever being a servant? It’s true. Because the starting point for Christian service is 
a heart saturated with the grace of God which overflows in acts of service to others.

The problems of our world are very, very seductive. Even though they may not convince us to 
abandon the gospel, they do a mighty good job of convincing us that we have very little to offer.

Of the people we know who have abandoned the Christian faith, very few of them stopped believing 
in Christ because of intellectual problems with the Bible or because they were wooed by some other 
worldview or belief system. Rather, they tend to abandon Christian faith because of the irrelevance, 
judgmentalism, internal dissension and lack of compassion they experienced within the Christian 
community. Rather than finding the church to be the community that most deeply encouraged them in 
their struggles, they lost heart in their discouragement and lost their faith in the process. Rather than 
experiencing the church as a people of the most profound hospitality, welcome, love, acceptance and 
unity, they felt excluded because of their struggles, their lapses, their doubts and their questions.

No one is ever going to be perfect this side of heaven, so we must accept and love each other in 
spite of our faults. When we see faults in others, we should be patient and gentle. When they ask, 
“Where is the love?”, they should be able to point to you and the way that you demonstrate, present 
and represent the strong love of Jesus for them. They should be able to look at me and see me 
demonstrating, presenting and representing Jesus’ love for them.

Friends, we have what our world needs. It is right there inside each of us. And I’m not talking 
about your own love for another. I am talking about Christ in you, Christ in me. Is there someone 
whose actions or personality really annoys you? Rather than dwelling on that person’s weaknesses 
or looking for faults, pray for him or her. Then do even more—spend time together and see where 
Christ’s love will lead you. Make a friend with someone who will cancel your vote. We can’t limit 
Christ’s love to only those who think like we do. Get to know another person’s back story until your 
heart breaks for them. And let them know your backstory so that their heart breaks for you. You see, 
our unity comes from each of us being united in Christ. We are already brothers and sisters. We just 
don’t yet know each other’s story.


