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As I read the opening lines of this passage my mind is always drawn to images and stories that you hear 
about so often:  A person of some repute has died, perhaps a celebrity or politician that we have known 
and loved; we’ve also become acquainted with their family, especially with their children, who seem to 
be shining examples of all that is good in this person. Now that the person has died and it’s time for the 
estate to be settled. Suddenly the true nature of the heirs seems to come forward in all its ugliness. They 
begin to squabble and fight each other over not only the estate but what seems like trivial items; and it 
usually ends with bitter feelings among them and even broken relationships which are contrary to all of 
the hopes of the parents who have died. I’m reminded of the deaths of Michael Jackson and Prince; as 
soon as they were dead and buried, all kinds of internal quarrels and infighting ensued for pieces of the 
estate or control of the fortunes that they left behind.

So it is here. First, it should be noted that the man does not come with a truly ethical question but rather 
with a complaint against his brother. Jesus does not get into complaints, but instead looks at the one 
complaining to point out the speck in that eye. The issue again is not what the brother is or isn’t doing 
and whether or not it’s fair, the real issue is with the one complaining – and Jesus points out his problem.  
I remember when my children were little every once in a while they’d have a squabble over something 
and one of them would come to me and say, “Daddy, tell her to share with me.” The issue was not 
whether or not one was sharing with the other; the issue was that one of them wanted something that 
the other had. So their mom and I would work it out by directing the complainer to something else. In 
a similar vein, have you ever come to God to “pray for someone” when it’s really your own complaint 
against that person? When we do, perhaps we should listen to what God would say to us about our 
attitude. Just so with this man. The real issue was not about the division of the estate, but about his 
heart’s attitude concerning the estate of the deceased.

Secondly, in this 1st Century culture in Palestine, and in the laws of the Jewish people, the idea was 
that when a man died there was the expectation that his estate would pass, in total, to his heirs. If he 
was a land owner then the hope was that the farm, the estate, would be kept intact and that the heirs 
would continue to work it and enjoy its benefits, however, if a contention grew up amongst them then 
one of them was allowed to sue for a division of the estate among the heirs. The way that this was 
accomplished was to go before a judge. In this case, the judges were rabbis, the experts in the law – 
civil, cultic, and religious – they were the experts. So, this man rightly comes to the rabbi he knows, 
Jesus. Jesus response is quite curt, “listen mister...” (His response is reminiscent of the Israelites to 
Moses in Exodus 2. Moses is trying to rouse them to rise up from their oppression and they say to 
him, “who made you a king or ruler over us?”) Jesus refuses to be used for this man’s material gain. In 
doing this, in not becoming a “judge between them” He actually DOES become a judge over them in 
that He exposes the real motivation that is in their hearts – greed. Back then, just like now, the thought 
was that the more you have then the happier and better off you will be. Life will be good! This man 
missed the point of Jesus’ teaching else he would never have brought this question to Him. Jesus taught 
the importance of family and familial ties and relationships, along with the notion of “blessed are the 



poor…” As Jesus goes on to say – life, real living, does not come from how much we have but it comes 
from a real relationship with God. Paul says it this way in Philippians, “…to know Him and the power of 
His resurrection…pressing on to the prize of the upward call of God in Jesus.” This is what is important 
and real in a person’s life, as Jesus states, a person’s life is not summed up in his possessions.  

To illustrate this further Jesus tells the parable of the rich man who sees and loves all that he has. He 
sees how rich and bountiful his farm is and decides that he has to build bigger barns, bigger silos, to 
store it all. He says “to store all of my grain and my goods.” Now at this point, we could easily think 
that this man is blessed by God. He has worked hard; he’s gotten his fields to a point where they produce 
in abundance. Because of that he can sell the grain, make a lot of money and therefore be able to afford 
nice things, a big house, and all that goes with that. It is even commendable that he’s planning for the 
future and don’t we applaud someone who is mindful of not only today but looking to the future? How 
often are we told to be sure we’re contributing to our 401k accounts and other things to get ready for 
retirement? There is nothing wrong with having enough money for that “rainy day” the problem is when 
it becomes a substitute for God and our trust in Him and like this man, all of our confidence is in how 
much we have rather than in the strength and goodness of God to provide for us and take care of us.  

How often do we look at someone in better financial straits than us and feel like God has really blessed 
that person? There are even preachers of the Gospel who will tell you that “God wants to bless you 
financially. You just have to claim His promises.” How often do we look at ourselves in comparison to 
others that are richer and wonder why God hasn’t blessed us in that way or, to the contrary, do we look 
at our situation and feel like we must have missed the mark somehow and therefore God can’t bless 
us and so we have to work that much harder to get God’s blessing? But again, Jesus has rejected that 
comparison when He says that a person’s life is not made up of his possessions.   

Another thing that we see in this rich man’s life is what can happen so easily to someone who has such a 
great abundance – hedonism. Living for one ’s self. The man says he can now “eat, drink, and be merry.”  
Life is good. When we have such abundance it is easy to fall into that trap of “enjoying the good life.” 
Because we can, we shop at the more expensive stores, buy the more expensive foods or eat at the 
better restaurants. Travel more freely and “in style.” We make sure we always have the latest fashions 
in our closets. Looking at western culture, we see this all of the time. We are called a consumer society. 
Things that were once assigned to the upper class are now everyday items, affordable by most. The 
stores are constantly filled with shoppers. I used to work in retail grocery and it never ceased to amaze 
me how much people could buy. For example, the store would be filled to overflowing on Sunday with 
people shopping and buying what seemed like anything and everything that was available. It was not 
uncommon to see $300, $400 even $500 grocery bills; and then, only a day or two later, they’d be back 
“picking up a few things” and check out with a tab of “only” $100 or $200. All so that we can satisfy 
our longing to have anything and everything that we want. That’s this rich man – he can, so he does. 
Confident that he has enough to see him through any hard time, he lives to eat, drink and be merry.

But this is where God enters. Though we might look at this man and marvel at how much God has 
blessed him, in reality this man was not living as God intended. Instead he was living just like any other 
pagan of the day. He was only concerned with his own desires and fulfilling his own needs and wishes. 
He took no thought to the poor, the homeless, the ones in need of justice and freedom from the yoke of 
oppression. He may have had thoughts concerning the Messiah and what God planned for the nation or 
the world but it didn’t mean too much because his life was good. I’ll bet he was in the synagogue each 
Sabbath and celebrated each holy day as it came around during the year. I can see him having a lavish 
feast for all of his family, friends, and relatives at Passover. He probably offered the finest bull or lamb 
in the Temple at the festival of the Day of Atonement; and yet God still says to him, “You fool.” 



In the Bible, the word “fool” does not have the same harsh meaning that we get from it today. In the 
Bible, the word “fool” simply refers to someone who has no regard for God. Someone who lives life 
on his own terms, his own strength and achievements believing that God will bless him, rather than 
looking at what it is that God really wants to bless; what God wants to do with his life. And so the day 
of reckoning comes to him suddenly, one night. You fool, this day is your life demanded of you. The 
phrase “your life will be demanded of you” is a banking term. In the Greek, the word “demanded” is the 
same as that used in banking when a loan is being called in for payment. It brings us back to the idea 
that all that we have is on loan from God; everything is God’s; he owns the cattle on a thousand hills. 
It’s like the parable in which three men are given three sums of money and then are asked what they did 
with it.  One man says I had one coin, and turned it into two. The next man the same, he had his money, 
invested it and also doubled it. The third man has only his original amount of money. He explains that he 
was afraid because he knew the king was a hard taskmaster and so rather than risk losing it, he held on 
to it. Just so the rich man, while he had vast wealth he found his life to be forfeit. He squandered the real 
treasure that was entrusted to him so that he could have a much easier life now. As one writer said, it’s 
the difference between a hero and a coward. The coward always takes the easier way out and this is what 
Jesus exposes in the rich man – his cowardly nature. The coward found his safety in what he thought 
was real. He surrounded himself with everything to make life a little easier but the hero is one who 
realizes that it’s the “real” world that is fake and so that person stakes his life on what he can’t see, on 
what he can’t hold, trusting that when that day of reckoning comes, he will show a great profit because 
he invested in the things of God.  

I’d like to close with a scripture from Paul, written to the Colossians: 3:1-4. “Let’s shape our lives by 
the values of the heavenly world, not on those which are imposed upon us by this world. Our death with 
Christ should sever our ties to this world and create new bonds that forever join us with God and all 
of the saints. We should shape our lives by the values of Heaven and not by the values of the world.” 
As you continue to read in Colossians 3, Paul goes on to say that we should put to death our hedonistic 
tendencies and put on the new self. When he says “put on the new self” it’s the same verbiage you would 
use to tell someone to take off their old ragged coat and put on the new coat. For Paul it was as simple as 
that. Take off the old coat, the old self, and put on the new. 

Let us then be heroes who will seek the harder, tougher road, the one that may not be quite so easy. 
Putting on the new self that is ours in Christ, knowing that our real treasure is laid up for is in heaven, in 
Jesus, not as cowards who take the immediate, easy life as if this is what counts. Let’s live knowing that 
what God did in the past through Jesus is now a present reality. “Set your affections on things above, not 
on things upon the earth for you are dead and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

Amen.


