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Years ago, when Larry and I were newly married, we lived in Portland, Oregon. As a young and 
romantic bride, I started a tradition of going out to lunch on the 23rd of each month because we were 
married on July 23rd and we couldn’t afford the expense of going out to dinner. The “What-a-Burger” 
next to the church where I was youth director was a favorite stop, as were a couple of chain restaurants 
in the area where we lived. But, fine dining was something other people did. 

So, when Larry surprised me with dinner in a very upscale restaurant called Der Rheinlander in 
downtown Portland, I was out of my element. I remember feeling awkward when a man other than 
my husband held my chair for me and another placed the linen napkin across my lap. Still another 
server filled and refilled my water glass.

As we were in the process of eating, I had sweetened my tea and laid the empty sugar packet on the 
table. Before I knew it, one of the waiters slid by, and in one smooth motion picked up the empty 
packet and kept going. When I had a second cup of tea the waiter again, glided by, scooping up the 
sugar packet without saying a word. 

Now, my point of that whole story is not to tell you how unsophisticated I was in my early 20s, even 
though I was. My point is that the waiter was watching us. Even before we needed something, he 
anticipated what we were about to need, and was there to refill our glasses, pickup our salad plates, and 
clean up all the sugar packets. His eyes were always watching for the next thing we might need.

Which brings us to our Scripture today, Psalm 123. This psalm is a song of mild lament. The psalmist 
is looking to God — I lift up my eyes to You, to You whose throne is in heaven. The point of the psalm is 
to remind God’s people that their only hope is to look to God, as a servant looks to his master, or as a 
handmaid looks to her mistress. 

Servants watch their masters for indicators of how they, too, are to live. A good servant sees the habits 
and lifestyle of the master and seeks to incorporate those qualities into his own life. Jesus both taught 
and demonstrated how His followers, His servants, were to live. 

Jesus taught that we are to turn the other cheek, to not return insult for insult. He demonstrated that 
teaching when arrested and ridiculed. When the temple guard arrested Him in the Garden, Peter 
drew a sword and in a wild swinging motion, severed the ear of the high priest’s servant. We perhaps 
picture that scene as everyone standing around and Peter acting alone in desperation. But, I think it 
was chaos. Lots of pushing and shoving and yelling and cursing — sweaty guards grappling with now-
awake disciples for possession of Jesus. But, Jesus calmed both sides, healed the servant’s wound, and 
went willingly with the guard. 

Later, as the Roman centurions spit in His face, railed at Him blasphemously, the Bible says that Jesus 
did not respond or answer them. He has become, in Paul’s words, “obedient unto death, even death on 
a cross.”  (Philippians 2:8)



The question we must ask ourselves as servants to Jesus — Are we watching Jesus when conflict and 
discord present themselves to us? Our Mennonite and Amish brothers and sisters practice a lifestyle 
of peacemaking that humbles most of us. Might we find the guidance we so desperately need by 
turning our eyes to Jesus in order to watch how He responds to violence and conflict in His world?

We also look to Jesus to see how He treats the poor, the sick, the widow, the orphan — the weakest 
in His society. In every instance, when we look at what Jesus does, our eyes see Him feeding the five 
thousand, healing the sick, touching lepers, making blind eyes see, and caring for those who are on the 
margins of society. 

Ask most of the unchurched what they think the “church” ought to be doing and the answer we 
will most likely receive is feeding the hungry, caring for the poor, helping those least able to help 
themselves. We look to the Master to see what He needs and then we serve Him as we serve others in 
His name. 

When we turn our eyes on Jesus, we see that Jesus came to —
•	 change worship from a series of presentations to an encounter with God. 

•	 change righteousness from a term that could only be applied to the rich, powerful,   
and well-placed, to a condition of the heart, a child-like state of trust and hope.

•	 change society from its devotion to power, to embrace loving our neighbor as it’s  
operative principle.

•	 change His fans into followers and His followers into servants of God 

Like our waiters at Der Rheinlander, our eyes should always be watching. Watching Jesus, anticipating 
what He might want us to do and watching the ones we serve anticipating their needs. 

Servants of God, how might Jesus be directing you?
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