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Have you ever been a witness to someone who was prayed for and healed; or maybe you 
were the one who has experienced healing? I remember when I first got to Bethlehem 
to join missionaries David and Willow Teeter, within a couple of days Montezuma’s 
revenge hit in full force. Our young people wanted to come by the house and see David 
and Willow, and me as well as meet my family. Arab hospitality dictates that you greet 
people who come into your home, sick or not. I was still pretty weak on the second day 
and that evening a half dozen of our guys came by to see me. My wife came into the room 
and said that I really needed to try to come out as they really wanted to see me. I got 
up, dressed, and went into the living room. After 20 minutes I got up to excuse myself 
because my strength was gone. I explained that I needed to get back to bed. 

As I started walking to the bedroom my friend Khalid took my arm and said “we have to 
pray first.” He sat me down on the sofa, laid his hand on my head and prayed. The next 
morning when I awoke I immediately noticed how much better I was feeling. I got up, 
got ready for the day, and went into the kitchen. My wife and children all asked how I 
was feeling. I said I felt fine and was hungry. I had breakfast and even a cup of coffee. 
David came into the kitchen, same conversation, and then I asked him if it was usual, 
within Islam, to lay hands on someone and pray. He said, “Oh no, they learned that from 
us when we have prayed for them to be healed.” I responded, “Well, I’m not going to 
debate whose faith was at work, Khalid’s or mine; all I know is I was sick, he prayed and 
now I’m fine.”

Healing the sick is an important aspect of Jesus’ ministry and it’s one of the things that 
propeled Him to fame and notoriety. It’s the one thing in Jesus’ ministry that has caught 
the attention of the centurion in our story today. This is an interesting story with three 
main characters: Jesus, a centurion and a slave. Let’s look at each of them.

The Centurion:  
● Represents the Roman occupation of Palestine and the oppression of the  

Jewish people.
● A slave – in the higher echelons in which he moved this represents “property 

owned.” His being sick is as important as a stopped up drain or a sick ox.
● Then we see the “oppressor” ordering a contingent of the local populace to fetch 

this healer who has been travelling around Galilee.
● We might also think at this point that perhaps he’s leery of getting too close to Jesus 

because a Roman being kind and friendly to the Jews, let alone asking a Jewish 
healer to come by might not look good in the eyes of those to whom he had to report.



The Slave:
● In Roman society, in general, a slave was property; owned by someone.
● In this case there was obviously a close relationship between the slave and master.
● So much so, that his grave illness caused the centurion to become concerned 

enough that he sends for this Jewish healer, of whom he’s heard.

Jesus:
● We know now, looking back 2000 years that Jesus is the Messiah; the promised 

one of whom the Old Testament speaks and foretells.

So what is it about this story that makes it worthy of inclusion in Luke’s gospel? I think 
there are a couple of things that come to light in the scripture.

The first thing is that the centurion doesn’t come to Jesus himself. He’s not a Jew and 
probably feels that he is therefore not worthy to approach this man. So the centurion 
sends a group of “Jesus’ own kind” to intercede on his behalf. They go and find Jesus and 
ask him to help this man. They begin telling of all of his wonderful attributes that make 
him worthy of Jesus’ help. “This man DESERVES to have You do this,” they say.

Isn’t that so like us today? We feel that the more we expound the worthiness of someone, 
the more likely it is that God will respond and answer our prayer. But it is not our 
worthiness that gets God’s attention. No one “DESERVES” to have God respond in 
answered prayer. As the scripture says, “He sends rain on the just and the unjust 
alike…” “God is no respecter of persons.” His grace is freely given to all based solely 
upon His love for humankind as shown in His Son, Jesus.  

What does get God’s attention is our faith or lack thereof. How does the centurion 
demonstrate his faith? Well, in the first place just the fact that he recognizes that there 
is something special in Jesus, special enough that he sends a delegation of Jewish elders 
to ask for His help. Rome was a society built upon a pantheon of gods, no less than that 
represented in Caesar. He was the god of gods in their minds, yet here is this man, a 
Roman centurion, steeped in Roman learning and culture, turning to someone outside of 
that milieu when his servant is gravely ill. And he seemingly does this without a second 
thought. I think it’s interesting how often people who are not believers are the ones to 
recognize God in a situation. When all had deserted Him, and left Him at the time of 
crucifixion, after the skies darkened, after there was an earthquake, it was a Roman 
soldier who recognized that there was something special about this man; special enough 
for that Roman soldier to declare that “surely this man was the son of a god.”

This centurion has so much faith in Jesus ability to heal that when he gets word that 
Jesus is coming to his home he sends a servant to tell Him that it is not necessary. Jesus 
has only to speak the word and it will be done. He then says “I am also a man under 
authority.” He is able to command soldiers and his own servants. “When Jesus heard 
this He was amazed!” He was amazed because the centurion gets it. It’s from a place of 
“being under authority” that one can do the works of God.

Now at this point, as far as we know, Jesus and the centurion never meet; Jesus doesn’t 



speak any particular word of healing for the slave; and we don’t know if anyone became 
a believer because of this incident. But we do know that Jesus was amazed by the 
centurion for his great faith.

We also have to keep in mind that Jesus is not talking about quantity of faith here, but 
rather quality. In the story of Jesus walking on water in Matthew 14, Peter says “if it’s 
You Lord, tell me to come.” Jesus says “come!” Peter climbs out of the boat, begins to 
walk on water, then sinks. Jesus comes to his rescue and says, “oh ye of little faith…” 
Faith is not quantifiable; rather it is something of quality. As Jesus says, “it’s like a 
seed…” When you plant an acorn you expect an oak tree to follow. It doesn’t happen 
overnight. First you see a little sprout come up thru the earth. Then it keeps growing 
until finally it has a stalk, and some small branches with leaves appear; but it takes 
time before that seedling is mature enough to begin producing acorns of its own. You 
don’t expect that little shoot coming out of the ground to produce acorns. This is what 
Jesus is talking about. “Ye of little faith” – you can’t expect to do full grown faith things 
when your faith is only a small sprout. It has to be nurtured, and fed, to grow and 
become a mighty force within each of us. We can’t expect to do “big faith” things when 
our faith is still in its infancy. As we nurture our faith and exercise it, then it becomes 
fully mature and we can do and expect to do great things through the power of the Spirit 
of Jesus within us. 

What amazed Jesus was the fact that this man, who technically was outside of the 
community of faith, had a faith mature enough to not only reach out to God in time of 
need, but to understand how it all worked – being under authority. Not as one lording 
it over others but as one who was a servant. This is what Jesus teaches us to do: to 
be servants, to step out of the boat, exercise our faith, let it grow, and to let our faith 
become more mature so that we can truly know and understand God, and be ready to 
act when we are called to do so. Had not Jerry Guthrie been obedient to start making 
sandwiches, who knows if we would have a P B & J ministry today? Because Davey 
Smith and others listened and followed and obeyed we have a consistent relationship 
with Tacoma Rescue Mission; because Leigh Lindstrom, and now Marilyn Scott, 
understood to obey and follow, look at the ministry that is developing with Tyler Square; 
and other ministries here are the result of the same kind of attitude.

That brings me to the second thing we learn from this story. That we now live by faith, 
and faith is the substance of that for which we hope. It is only as we lean out into the 
unknown, in faith, that Jesus still works both in and through us, leading us to new ways 
to show His love and compassion to a world so desperately in need of it.  

In the story of the centurion and the ill slave, Jesus did not need to be there. The 
centurion understood this. Just speak the word and he will be healed; and Jesus   
was amazed!

Does Jesus have this amazement with us, or is He amazed at our great LACK of 
faith? Is He amazed at our timidity to step out into the unknown and see something 
new? In one way the centurion took a huge risk in seeking out a Jewish healer. These 
were the people of whom he was the overlord. But he took the risk because there was 
something greater involved – the well being of his beloved servant. Another person’s 



life was literally at stake and so he took that “leap of faith” and risked it all and then is 
commended for his great faith. Are we a people of faith? Will we risk it all for the sake 
of others? Can we believe that Jesus is truly present though unseen, when prayers are 
offered for the sick, or the down trodden; for prisoners or the oppressed? Or are we like 
Thomas who has to see to believe?  

The key is faith. The key is trust. Like the centurion we have only to ask and then trust 
that Jesus hears and will answer. Like the centurion we have to be under authority and 
understand that because of that, when we ask, the answer comes. When we are under 
authority, God’s authority, we can speak healing to the sick, we can loosen the chains 
of the oppressed, we can break the yoke of those in bondage, we can bring hope to the 
lost and lonely. We have to trust that God is present, that Jesus has won the victory, 
and now, through us, the Holy Spirit is present, as promised by Jesus and that He is the 
power behind our life and our good works.  

I believe that Jesus is here for us even though we don’t see Him and can’t touch Him. 
When He sees our faith in action I believe that He still marvels and is amazed just as 
He was on that day in Capernaum. Let us amaze Jesus. Let us move out in love and 
good works as God leads us, believing that through us God will accomplish His will in 
the world.


