
SERMON

God’s Love - Our Example
Isaiah 49:13-18; John 14:31-35

Fred Mollon, Pastoral Associate                  April 24, 2016 Skyline Presbyterian Church

God’s love; a big topic and one that can be looked at from so many angles. We continue 
the series that Pastor Robyn has been doing on the different ways God shows His love 
and how we can show our love to God and to others.

In the Jewish Talmud, the teachings of the Jewish sages, there are 2 rabbis from the 
1st C., B.C.E., Shammai and Hillel. They were very influential teachers in their day and 
both sat on the ruling council, the Sanhedrin. A young man who wanted to convert to 
Judaism came to Shammai, and said that he would convert if the rabbi could sum up for 
him the whole teaching of the Torah while the young man stood on one leg. Shammai 
thought this was ridiculous and sent the man away. A little later the young man came to 
Rabbi Hillel with the same question. Hillel’s answer was, “what you hate being done to 
you, don’t do that to others. All the rest is commentary. Now go and study it.”

Sounds strangely similar to Jesus’ Golden rule, “Do unto others as you would have 
done to you. This is the law and the prophets.” As you read through the Bible it 
becomes very clear that this kind of thinking stems from one source – God’s love for us.  
That immense well of love that seems to grow and get deeper the more you dive into it 
and let it wash over you. I started to look at the text from John but found that I was 
drawn much more to the scripture from Isaiah, so that will our source for today.

Isaiah 49 is actually one long poem with several sections to it. Our text is actually 
the seventh section of the poem. Immediately preceding our text is the wonderful 
thanksgiving of verse 13, and as you read it you can hear the crescendo of the shouts 
of praise to God and then, suddenly, it dies down to a small quiet voice, saying “God 
has forsaken me; He’s forgotten me.” I want to read it again with those thoughts in 
mind. The Hebrew children have been in exile for years. There have been promises of 
deliverance, but still nothing. They are wallowing in despair.

Immediately God comes with the answer, “Can a mother forget her nursing baby or 
have no compassion on the child of her womb? They may, but not Me.” I remember like 
it was yesterday when each of my children was born. I was right there for each one and 
I remember that overwhelming love that comes over you when you see that little one 
for the first time; when you hold them, and cuddle them into yourself. And as you hold 
that tiny baby, you know that you could never do anything to that little one, and if 
anything should happen to that little one, you know that part of you would die as well. 
As amazing and wonderful as that kind of love is, God’s love is deeper. God’s love is 
deeper than the deepest human love and beyond the bonds of nature. God’s love is the 
source of life and consolation for His people. This reflects forward to Jesus’ words in 
Luke 11, where He poses the question, “If you, being evil know how to give good things 



to your children, HOW MUCH MORE, does your Heavenly Father...” Then God goes on 
to say that even your name is engraved, or tattooed on the palm of His hand. The walls 
of Zion are before Him. Whether destroyed and knocked down, or in her glory, rebuilt, 
the New Jerusalem. God sees Zion as it should be.

God is not talking, in one sense, to each individual. He is talking to the community as 
a whole. In our mind we think of individuals coming together and forming society but 
for Hebrews and in God’s economy, society precedes the individual and the City, in 
this case Jerusalem, is the symbol of that community. The community is the “mother” 
of them all. When Jerusalem was destroyed, the people felt orphaned. The prophecies 
of Jerusalem being rebuilt brought hope because it meant that once again they would 
have a home and status. Zion therefore is the mother who adorns herself with her 
children just as a bride is adorned with jewels for her wedding. Zion is the mother, the 
one to whom the children will gather from the four corners of the earth.

This is God’s love for us, but God’s love and His love through Jesus, has two purposes. 
The first is to draw us to God. In Ephesians, Paul writes how God blessed us with 
Jesus and that through Him all of God’s blessings are made available to us. Over and 
over Paul writes of God’s love being shown to us in His love of Jesus, and Jesus love of 
God. Jesus is in relationship to God and shows us that He first worships God as God, 
and then loves and obeys Him as Father. He teaches us to come to God in the same 
way:  first, in worship, then in love and obedience. Through Jesus we are accepted for 
who we are. God does not see us, the community of His children, as we are but rather 
as we should be, as we could be, in all of the potential He has put within us. “Your 
walls are ever before me.” God sees in us our true beauty, realized or not. As a parent, 
if your child has really messed up, and though you may have to discipline him very 
hard, still, when you really look at your child, you don’t see the disobedience, you see 
your child in all of his or her beauty and potential. This is how God sees us collectively 
and individually. He doesn’t look at you and me and think about the number of times 
we failed, or missed the mark. He sees us in only one way…as His kids. That’s why He 
can love even the worst among us. He wants to draw us back to Himself. 

All people are God’s children. Some obey, and love Him and some do not. Did Jesus 
love Judas any less than He loved Peter? Did He love James and John, any more than 
He loved Matthew? No, He chose them because He saw their potential. We were chosen 
in Him, (in Jesus) before the foundation of the world. We are all His children, created 
to worship and be in relationship with God the Father. Jesus is that one who fills the 
gap because He is both divine and human. He is in relation to God, the Father, because 
His divinity reaches out and relates to Him as equal, but He sees us, the created ones, 
and can understand and be touched by our failings, our sins because He is human. As 
the writer of Hebrews says, we do not have a high priest who cannot be touched by our 
sufferings, but one who in every way has been wounded and bruised for us.

And that brings us to the second point – what is the purpose of God’s love in our lives. 
Jesus said, “Love one another as I have loved you.” What does that mean to us? What 
does that mean to me? I have to first go back to Isaiah 58. The people are complaining 
because they have fasted and humbled themselves but to what purpose? God has not 
responded to them. God then contends with them and says that the fast He chose is a 



day when His people “loosen the bonds of wickedness; let the oppressed go free; feed 
the hungry; give shelter to the homeless; clothe the naked.” In the same way, we have 
to ask is God’s love and mercy simply something to be held onto so that we can boast 
about how much God loves us? I remember years ago there was a woman who would 
sing this song which simply said, “We’re blessed, we’re blessed, we’re blessed, we are 
blessed…” Is this what God wants from His people, to simply take in His blessings? Or 
does He want us to do what Jesus did – to share the love of God by feeding the hungry, 
healing the sick, visiting those in prison; pleading the case of the oppressed. Did Jesus 
simply preach, or was it in His actions that people came to know of Him? Love one 
another…by this will all men know that you are My disciples by the love we have for 
one another. This love is to the world and also, maybe more importantly, it should be 
our love to one another within the community.  

How often do we take offense with something that happens to us by another brother or 
sister? And maybe we even leave and decide to go someplace else to worship. Is there 
really any offense that should cause us to break fellowship with one another? I would 
challenge each of us, the next time we have a supposed offense that we feel cannot be 
forgiven, put that up into the light of the offense which Jesus experienced and see if 
it really is that big of a deal. I think that any supposed offense we might take upon 
ourselves is going to look woefully petty and small in light of all that Jesus endured 
to win our redemption. Love one another even as I have loved you. Jesus loved as no 
other… “but though He was in the form of God, did not think that equality with God 
was something to be grasped and held onto, but emptied Himself. And took on the form 
of a servant…therefore has God highly exalted Him…”

The next time you are feeling like no one loves you, no one cares; that life has gotten 
you down and there is nothing good, look at the palms of your hands and remember 
that you are so precious to God, as a child of His family, that your name is tattooed on 
His palm; He has not forgotten or forsaken you. Then turn around and find someone 
with whom to share that love. When you feel that the community of Christians has 
offended you beyond the pale of forgiveness think deeply upon all of the offenses that 
Jesus suffered for your redemption. Then both in prayer and deeds forgive that person. 
See them as God sees them, in the full beauty of creation. I guarantee that when you 
do, you will find the truth in the words of the hymnist who wrote “Turn your eyes upon 
Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of the earth, will grow strangely 
dim, in the light of His glory and grace.” Amen.


