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In this chapter, we read about two people who encounter Jesus on very different paths. Jesus is invited to 
eat at Simon the Pharisee’s house. Simon doesn’t extend to Jesus the customary welcome expected by a 
host. There is no kiss of welcome, no washing of feet or offering of oil with which to anoint His head. 

Put it in the context of a dinner party at your own home or even a supper in our church’s fellowship 
hall. By this time in Jesus’ ministry, He has garnered public notice. All sorts of people are being 
attracted to Him. They are from the rich, poor, educated, illiterate, from the highly respectable to 
the lowly riffraff. To have this famous rabbi come to dinner was very special and everyone would 
have been excited and perhaps a bit nervous at the same time. After all, this teacher had had some 
not too complimentary things to say about the religious leaders who were His hosts at the moment.

Suddenly, an uninvited guest intrudes — a woman who has a terrible reputation in town. She 
begins to cry when she sees Jesus and she drops to His feet. I can easily imagine that as her tears 
drop off her cheeks and onto Jesus’ feet, she sees that her tears are now washing the dust from His 
feet, something the host should have done. She undoes her hair. I can’t imagine that she planned 
this ahead of time. So, now with her tears she washes Jesus’ feet and with her hair she dries them. 
She begins to kiss them, crying and broken. She pulls out a jar of what is easily recognized as very 
expensive perfume and she pours some onto His feet as well. I think the other guests just stared, 
wide-eyed and open-mouthed.

If we think this would be uncomfortable in our day, it would have been almost unimaginable in first 
century Palestine. Women did not intrude into the company of men who were sitting at the table 
for dinner; even wives were often not included. As to her very public show of affection? It would 
have been excessive in the extreme. (Letting her long hair down in public was simply not done!) 
Wiping His feet with her hair and kissing them? (Please, this is getting just too intimate!) 

Let’s freeze this moment. We’ll come back to it. Keep it in mind as we think a little bit about intimacy. 

Probably the best biblical word for intimacy is the Hebrew word yada’, which we translate as “know.” 
It is first used in Genesis to describe the relationship between Adam and Eve. It is the word yada’; 
it literally means “to know and to be known completely.” And if we trace the usage of the word yada’ 
through the Old Testament, we’ll find that over and over again, this is the same word that’s used to 
describe God’s relationship with us. Over and over, yada’ is the word that’s used to describe how God 
knows us and wants to be known by us, knows you and wants to be known by you.

Isn’t this beautiful? The same word, the same connection used to describe human intimacy is used 
to also describe how God wants to know you. This can completely change the way we see our 
relationships with God. Our relationship with God is not intended to be a weekend fling. Our 
relationship with Jesus is not intended to be a casual encounter. It is yada’, a deep knowing. It is the 
very the definition of intimacy. 



In the following portion of Psalm 139 David uses the word yada’ six times to describe how God 
knows us:

1) Lord, You have searched me and known me! 
2) You know when I sit down and when I rise up; You perceive my thoughts from afar. 
3) You discern my going out and my lying down and are familiar with all my ways. 
4) Even before a word is on my tongue, You, Lord, know it completely.

David speaks to God in this intimate way: You know, You know, You know. Yada’ says, “You know 
how I feel. You know how I hurt. You know what I’m thinking. You know what gives me joy.”

Not only does God know us intimately, God wants us to know Him intimately as well. God wants 
His soul to mingle with ours. For some reason, the Creator of Heaven and Earth offers an invitation 
to us. God’s heart says, “I want you to know My heart, to connect with Me on a level that can only 
be reached through the most vulnerable intimacy. I want our souls to come together, for both of us 
to know the other deeply and completely.”

Now when we read these kinds of things in the Scriptures, it sounds kind of poetic and beautiful 
like classical literature. We may be more comfortable reading that like we would a piece of poetry. 
But if someone actually sent you a letter with that written in it, you’d probably freak out a little bit.

It could make us blush a bit, right? It’s almost too much. We might feel claustrophobic when we are 
done reading it and that’s ok. Many of us have a hard time knowing how to deal with intimacy. We can 
do pretty well avoiding it, but when it’s right in our faces, some of us kind of lose it. That’s why it’s not 
surprising that one of the most common responses to intimacy is fear. We can understand that, right?

Intimacy can be pretty scary because it involves allowing ourselves to be vulnerable. And many of us 
fear intimacy with others and with God because we know that vulnerability and pain can go hand-
in-hand. So many people have experienced a betrayal, or a crushing blow from someone close to 
them. They opened up, they made themselves vulnerable, and then someone let them down.

And when we make ourselves vulnerable to God, we know God’s going to find some things that we’re 
not proud of. OK, let’s unfreeze our dinner scene with the woman weeping onto Jesus’ feet, drying 
them with her tears. She knew she was unworthy to touch the Savior of the World. And because we’ve 
all fallen short, we know that God’s going to look into our lives and find things that God doesn’t 
condone. So, it kind of makes sense that many people would be afraid of closeness with God.

But followers know that there’s so much more gained from intimacy with God, because then we 
know that God’s there with us through the pain we endure. That comfort, knowing that God’s with 
you, can only come through intimacy.

Knowledge about God is important. Jesus referenced, read, and quoted all kinds of passages from 
the Scriptures. There is ample proof that He studied God’s Word with great care and diligence. 
However, we can’t expect knowledge about someone to replace intimacy with someone, even though 
we often try to do so. Maybe we substitute knowledge for intimacy because we think it will be 
easier. Simon the Pharisee appears to do so. Simon is embarrassed by the intimacy between Jesus 
and this woman with the bad reputation. He mutters to himself in verse 39, “If this man were a 
prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 
At best Simon wanted Jesus to dismiss the woman. At worst, he wanted Jesus to condemn her 
publicly and ostracize her from the community. 



Simon brought Jesus to the meal, but all he wanted was knowledge about Jesus. He wanted to keep 
things within his own control and superficial. He defined his relationship by not washing Christ’s 
feet, not caring to welcome Him with an embrace, not being willing to anoint His head, but this 
woman was willing to open up to Jesus. She made herself vulnerable, being totally wiling to open up 
and let Jesus know her.

So, will you let Jesus know you? Will you embrace the close and intimate relationship He wants 
to have with you? Because with that intimate relationship comes forgiveness and yada’, which is 
something only followers truly experience. 


