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 The Parish Register
Baptisms
• Madelyn Kristine Bowden, January 12, 2014
• Sophia Rose Bowden, January 12, 2014
• Anthony William Bowden, January 12, 2014

New Members
• Amy and Geoff Bowden, Sydney and Mario Miscenik, 
October 22, 2013
• Craig, Cecelia, Elias and Jonathan Clements, October 20, 2013
• Robert and Susanne Evangelista, November 13, 2013
• Chip Grefski, October 20, 2013
• Rich Mays, October 7, 2013

We send expressions of our sympathy to those who 
have recently lost loved ones:

Bianca and Joseph Denapoli and family for the loss of Bianca’s 
father, Manuel DaSilva, on December 3, 2013.

Repair Work on Steeple to Begin 
March 18 

The church’s 123 year old steeple is in 
serious need of maintenance and repair.  Ten 
years ago we spent a large sum of money 
on repairs on the inside of the steeple and 
now conditions on the outside have reached 
a point of serious concern. The Session has 
hired the Rives E. Worrell to do the work. 
They have recently completed similar work 
on the twin spires of the Cathedral. 

    This work is being financed by your Trustees from a portion 
of the Trusts that they manage. This is the kind of situation that 
the trusts are designed for and it allows for the congregation’s 
tithes and offering to continue to be devoted to the ministry of the 
church. We are very thankful to the Trustees for their responsive-
ness to this need. 

    This work is scheduled to begin on March 18. In order to do 
this work the entire front of our structure will be scaffolded. This 
alone will take four weeks to put in place. Safety and security 
fencing will be place around the perimeter of the front of the 
church, but we will have access to safely enter and exit for our 
Sunday Services. This will somewhat limit our fellowship oppor-
tunities on the front lawn before and after church. We will have 
to find other creative ways to maintain our connections with one 
another. The project is expected to take up to five months to com-
plete. A portion of the lane will be used for staging of materials 
but it will continue to be accessible. 

    When you have a 123 year old building you expect these things 
from time to time. We have received an incomparable gift in our 
beautiful buildings left to us by previous generations. We are 
charged with maintaining them for the next and future genera-
tions. Thank you for your prayers as this project begins. 

 Ron Parrish
Associate Pastor

Editor’s note: We will wait to see how much lawn is actually left 
available to us for our hospitality time after the scaffolding has 
been erected. Watch your Sunday bulletin for more information!

Eucharist Formation Dinner
If you want to 
grow in your 
understanding of 
the Eucharist and 
of our Jewish 
heritage, please 
make plans to 
attend our next 
Eucharist For-
mation Dinner. 
On Saturday, 

May 17, we will gather at St. Andrew’s REC from 5 – 7 p.m. We 
will enjoy a light supper within the context of an abbreviated 
Jewish Passover Seder and then move into the Nave and connect 
the Passover to the Eucharist.  

This Eucharist Formation Dinner is offered for the following:

- Children in 1st through 5th grades – This class will 
be your child’s preparation to receive their First 
Communion on Sunday, May 18th, at the 9 a.m. ser-
vice. We ask parents to accompany their child(ren) 
to this teaching. 

- Students in Middle and High School – Robert 
Evangelista will organize the students to assist with 
this teaching. We invite parents to participate in this 
teaching as well.

- Adults moving toward Confirmation on June 2nd 

Registration begins on Sunday, May 4th. Please contact Robert 
Evangelista with any questions or offers to assist 
revangelista@ccasav.org  

The Tour of Homes still needs you!  
Please support the missions of CCA by 
doing one of the following today:

 1.Volunteer to work 3 or 4 hours on  
 March 27, 28 or 29. 
 It’s fun (and you get a free walking 
 tour ticket).  Call the office 234-8054.
 
 2.Buy tickets and encourage your   
 friends to do so.     
 “Like us on Facebook.”

 
   3.Become a Friend of the Tour.  Go to 
   www.savannahtourofhomes.org OR  
   mail your check for $50 to P.O. Box  
   10585, Savannah, GA 31412. 

Save the Date!
2014 PARISH 
WEEKEND
Friday, October 24 – 
Sunday, October 26
At Beautiful Epworth 
by the Sea
St. Simons Island, GA

	  

The Parenting Teenagers Course 
For parents of 11 – 18-year-olds

Adult Formation
Beginning March 9th 
10:45 am on the 2nd Floor of the Whitaker Street Building

The Parenting Teenagers Course is for any parent or care giver 
of children who are 11 to 18 year-olds, whether all is going well 
or they are facing challenges.  The course is designed to equip 
parents to build a strong relationship with their teenagers while 
guiding them toward adulthood. 

Over five sessions parents and care givers will learn how to keep 
the end in mind, how to keep love at the center, how to set appro-
priate boundaries, how to help their teenagers to be emotionally 
health, and how to help them make good choices.  
Participants will have the opportunity to discuss issues with other 
parents and care giver with children of a similar age.

*Cover photo by Tom Cooper
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Introducing
Estelle Wheatley

Favorite scripture 
verse:
Romans 8:1

3 items always in his 
refrigerator: 
milk, eggs, and butter.

Silly Peeve: 
the scanty outfits on 
“Dancing with the Stars”

Parish Updates

stelle Wheatley knows without a doubt God’s 
chosen mission for her life; she is a caregiver. 
Time and again she has been used by God to 
support friends and family in need. Estelle 

moved to Savannah from Kingsport, Tennessee  years ago 
after having spent several years caring for her first husband 
and her mother in their final days.  She left two daughters 
in Tennessee and came to stay for a six month visit with a 
third daughter, Rita, and her Savannah grandchildren.  But 
shortly after her arrival, her daughter’s husband became 
seriously ill, and Estelle’s care giving skills were needed 
again. Then Rita herself became ill and needed a kidney 
donor so Estelle’s visit turned in to a permanent move. Rita 
received a transplant a couple of years ago from one of the 
customers in her Hallmark Store and is doing well now and 
Estelle is now rooted in Savannah.  She has come to appre-
ciate the expansive marshes surrounding her Wilmington 
Island home even though she is a mountain girl at heart.

    Estelle was born in what is now called Pound, Virgin-
ia—leading to her nick name, “16 ounces.”  Her father died 
when she was starting high school, leaving a wife and sev-
en children and the wish that all the children would com-
plete their education. Estelle, one of the middle children, 
finished high school and started going to business college 
where she excelled in typing and shorthand.  But one day 
she visited the campus of Milligan College, a Christian col-
lege in east Tennessee, with a friend and knew immediately 
that she wanted to go to school there. She surprised herself 
by going directly to the President of the College and asking 
if she could enroll even though her mother could not afford 
to pay the tuition. The President was duly impressed and 
she was allowed to start studies there, waiting tables and 
then serving as a typist in the Dean’s office to help finance 

her education. While in college, Estelle thought she would 
like to be a teacher and basketball coach  since she was 
the captain of her college basketball team (surprising since 
she is probably no more than 5’2”), but her stint at practice 
teaching quickly changed her mind. She never became a 
teacher but went back to secretarial work after college, 
working at Mead Corporation in Tennessee and also in the 
office of a Presbyterian Church.

    Dancing is one of Estelle’s passions---which was some-
what of a problem at her Christian college. She remembers 
that her interest started when she dated a boy who won a 
jitterbug contest (not with her, she adds), and she was en-
couraged by her mother who did not agree with the college 
that dancing was wrong. The day we met for this interview, 
Estelle had had a ballroom dancing lesson the night before 
and was going dancing the next night also. She also enjoys 
square dancing and “round dancing”—a sort of called or 
cued ballroom dancing. Estelle would dance every night 
if she could, and it sounds like she makes a good effort 
toward that goal.  But dancing isn’t all that keeps Estelle 
busy. Even though she still has God-given caretaking duties 
from time to time, she is an avid reader, fond of Dick Fran-
cis, John Grisham and Pat Conroy, and she regularly works 
the New York Times crossword puzzle and bowls “poorly” 
in a senior league! When she was 60, she won a first place 
medal in her age group for running a race in Tennessee.

    Estelle started attending Christ Church with her daughter, 
Rita, when she moved here over 25 years ago. Despite her 
background in the Free-willBaptist Church and the Church 
of God, Estelle loves the liturgy of the Anglican Church.  
And right now she senses a “warm spirit” in the church—a 
strong bond with the other members, old and new alike. I 
very much enjoyed getting to know Estelle better, and hope 
you will, too!

Who will be in the next issue?
This photograph may 

give you a hint!

E

Parish Council Update

    It has been one full year since this newly formed body was put 
in place and we have seen great strides in the function and effec-
tiveness of the Council over the last quarter. As a group we have 
been reflecting upon the meaning of the Gospel of grace in each 
of our lives personally, and then how that translates into ministry 
amongst our city, one another and the rest of God’s world. As the 
Council’s duties center around recommending ministry action to 
committees and the Vestry (as well as coordinating our calendar 
between staff and lay servants) we have sensed God’s Spirit 
calling a part of our focus to hone in on better connecting with 
newcomers, new member assimilation and ongoing, Gospel-cen-
tered discipleship.

    While still a work in progress, we ask you to pray for the 
wisdom to discern the most kingdom-focused way forward in 
building all three of these critical ministries in our church. Of 
note, at the leading of Father Marc and the Council’s recommen-
dation, Lynn Tootle has stepped forward to work alongside the 
Discipleship Committee in this regard. Bless you, Lynn!  Addi-
tionally, the Council has been collectively burdened to see our 
efforts at “getting the word out about CCA” improve with greater 
clarity as to who God has called us to be as well as the most 
effective means to communicate our mission. Thus, we hosted 
Mr. Rick Monroe (Monroe Marketing/Young Life) last month at 
our meeting and received great counsel as to how best to move 
forward in this regard.  As a result of this time together, Rick 
will be returning to meet with the Council and Vestry together at 
the February joint meeting. Again, please pray for wisdom and 
unity amongst our church leadership as to the best way forward 
in spreading the good word about CCA and God’s plans to bless 
others through us!

    Speaking on behalf of your entire Parish Council, we are 
thankful for the privilege to serve and work alongside you 
spreading the grace and love and hope of Jesus here in Savannah 
and to the ends of the earth.

Blessings,
Chip 

Top Ten Parish Thanksgivings/News/
Prayer Needs

1. Thank God for the closing on the property on December 20th;

2. The deadline for any legal appeals has past, which means we 
may move forward with no existing legal challenges - we 
have thereby received the variances we requested for mass 
and parking, but not height;

3. We have raised almost 2 million dollars in pledges, and thank 
God for the generosity of many of our parishioners. On the 
other hand, only 87 families have participated in financially 
supporting the Building Fund. Pray that our entire parish 
family will find it a blessing to be a part of the Lord’s vision 
for our future life and ministry together;

4. As reported at the Annual Parish Meeting, we need to raise an 
additional $800,000 for the Building Fund in order to have a 
debt service level that our Operating Fund could handle and to 
break ground earlier.  

5. The Treasurer, Senior Warden and Finance Committee are 
currently looking for ways to position our Operating Budget 
to support that debt service in addition to financing our 
mission and ministry;

6. We will use the Merriwicke building (officially “The 
Whitefield Center”) essentially “as is” for ministry purposes 
until we are ready to move it to the east side of the property 
for construction;

7. We are in the process of considering future architectural 
needs, which includes the production of schematic, 
architectural, and construction documents. Sotile and Sotile 
are among those being considered as the principle architect. A 
decision on an architect precedes choosing a contractor;

8. A revised general site plan is being submitted to the Zoning 
Board of Appeals reflecting the variances we have been 
awarded;

9. The good work reflected in our current conceptual drawings 
is not substantially altered by the height variance; however, 
the conceptual drawings are just that: conceptual. Final 
architectural plans will reflect changes needed to comply with 
the variances and other changes will inevitably find their way 
into the process. All changes will be communicated to the 
parish and the Committee welcomes any input along the way;

10. While we are most grateful for the generosity and hospitality 
of IPC, we are initiating the search for an interim venue that 
will, by God’s grace, take us to the day we occupy our own 
house of worship. We are not certain when we will determine 
or move to such a venue, but it could be as early as this 
summer or sometime later in the year.

 Fr. Marc.
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Why Do We Do That? ACF

(Editor’s Note: This column appears in each issue and is 
intended to help explain various Anglican traditions to the 
newcomer and may serve as a “refresher course” for the 
“oldcomer.” If you have a question for this column, please 

submit it to the church office or email jmalley@ccasav.org.)

he Anglican Church in North America has just 
published a new Catechism which you can view 
online at anglicanchurch.net. The question is: 
“What is a Catechism?”

    Webster defines a catechism as “a collection of questions 
and answers designed to teach others about Christianity.” It is 
probably the most ancient form of discipleship, dating back to 
the first centuries of the Church and has been used in Catholic 
and Protestant traditions for centuries.
    In their joint work, Grounded in the Gospel: Building 
Believers the Old-Fashioned Way, J.I. Packer and Gary Parrett 
describe the relationship between the catechism and the 
beginning of the Sunday School (see pages 68-73). In several 
significant ways, the popular rise of the American and English 
Sunday School spelled the decline of the Catechism. While there 
is much to commend the Sunday School and its almost three 
centuries of impact on the world-wide Body of Christ, the loss 
of the Catechism was indeed that: a definite loss. In its earliest 
forms, the Catechism was a powerful and cogent explanation of 
the Christian Faith, deep in its theological and biblical content. 
In its later forms, however, the Catechism began to focus more 
on denominational distinctives, spelling out in great detail why 
this form of the Christian faith was different from (and better 
than) that form. Unfortunately, the Catechism, which was 
originally a rich and challenging engagement with the Christian 
Faith, soon dissolved into a series of answers about a specific 
Christian denomination to questions that required memorization.
    The new provincial Catechism, while maintaining the historic 
question-and-answer format, is not designed simply for memory 
work, nor is it merely a defense of historic Anglicanism. It is 
a wide-reaching exploration of the Christian faith along the 
historic framework of The Ten Commandments (Christian 
living), the Lord’s Prayer (Christian worship), and the Apostles’ 
Creed (Christian believing). This three-fold approach to 
Christianity finds its roots not only in the Early Church, but 
also in the teaching of our Lord (John 14:6), who proclaimed 
Himself to be the Way (Christian worship), the Truth (Christian 
believing), and the Life (Christian living). This pattern of 
discipleship is reflected throughout Scripture, such as Acts 2:42, 
where the early disciples devoted themselves to the Apostles 
teaching (believing), to fellowship and the breaking of bread 
(living), and the prayers (worship).
    Traditionally, Lent is a time where focused catechesis (the 

discipline of teaching the Catechism) takes place. In one’s 
journey through the Catechism, where the Truth of the Gospel 
is taught, discussed and applied, where the Way of Christian 
worship and adoration is experienced and examined, and where 
the Life of the Christian as love toward God and neighbor is 
fleshed out, the identity and mission of the Christian Church is 
fashioned for decades and centuries to come.
    I encourage you to read the Catechism offered by our Province 
(both the “longer” and “shorter” forms), and to pray with me 
how we might use this tool of Christian discipleship not merely 
to memorize basic Christian data, but to be transformed into the 
likeness of our Lord, who is “the Way, the Truth, and the Life.”

Marc

What is a “Catechism?”

T
Dear Christ Church Anglican family, 

Greetings to you in the name of Jesus, our Savior! 

    First, I want to express my sincere gratitude for your 
prayerful support of Anglican Campus Fellowship 
(ACF) over this past year.  What began just a year and 
a half ago as a growing vision for a thoughtful, gos-
pel-centered, distinctly Anglican presence on college 
campuses throughout North America has been brought 
into actual existence in recent months with the pending 
launch of our first ACF’s at two different campuses!  To 
ensure you are updated on how the Lord has used CCA 
to bring ACF to the point of our first launch I offer the 
following summary:

    In the winter of 2013, several CCA members (Murray 
Marshall, Sam Adams, Fr. Layne Hansen, Chip Welch) 
traveled to Atlanta to meet with Bishop Foley Beach of 
the Anglican Diocese of the South (ADOTS) to explore 
what level of interest Bishop Foley may have in sup-
porting the formation of a distinctly Anglican collegiate 
ministry (namely, ACF).  In brief, Bishop Foley offered 
his overwhelming support together with his desire that 
ADOTS be the inaugural launching grounds for ACF if 
it be God’s will. Within a few short months of this initial 
meeting, with the help of Fr. Aaron Jeffry (Christ Church 
Atlanta), Chip Welch began meeting with Fr. Collin Set-
terberg to pray and discuss the possibilities of whether 
the Lord was leading Fr. Setterberg to act as the first ever 
ACF Campus Minister.  Praise be to God, Collin felt a 
deep calling to this work, not only in a general sense, but 
also in particular to the campus of Georgia Tech!  Thus, 
with the support of the Bishop, the calling of the Campus 
Minister and the location of the first ACF work clarified, 
efforts proceeded to identify a potential Sponsor Church 
for this work.  Again, as with the other pieces providen-
tially falling into place, the Lord led ACF leadership 
to The Village Church (Atlanta) where conversations 
ensued regarding the potential of The Village Church 

partnering with ACF and Fr. Setterberg in ensuring the 
successful launch of this critical ministry!  I am thankful 
to report that after several meetings and much prayer 
The Village Church expressed their sense of call to act 
as the Sponsor Church for the ministry as well as Fr. 
Setterberg and his family!  In all, plans are in place and 
efforts well underway in building the support base for 
this initial ACF work and many thanks goes to CCA for 
helping make this kingdom opportunity a reality!

    Additionally, the Lord, in His timing and grace, has 
seen fit to open doors in Savannah as well!  In mid-sum-
mer of 2013, CCA (Provincial Sponsor Church to ACF), 
in working with ACF leadership, brought on Robert 
Evangelista as Director of Youth and College Ministry.  
While Robert’s primary calling is the building up of the 
youth program of CCA, he has also been charged with 
working with ACF leadership in establishing an Angli-
can Campus Fellowship at Savannah College of Art and 
Design (SCAD)!  Thus, in the first full year of strategic 
networking and building of the ACF vision, God has al-
ready begun to establish this ministry with gifted people 
in strategic places, and all for His kingdom’s advance-
ment and glory!

    Please pause with me to give thanks to the Lord Jesus 
for His faithful work already being revealed in and 
through the ACF vision and please pray for Fr. Set-
terburg and Robert Evangelista as they begin to move 
towards actualizing ACF at Georgia Tech and SCAD, 
respectively, over the coming months.  

Blessings,
Chip Welch

Director
Anglican Campus Fellowship

Confirmation Preparation Begins

con·fir·ma·tion (kŏn′fər-mā′shən) n. : A Christian rite 
admitting a baptized person to full membership in the church.

    In the Anglican Church, Confirmation is understood to be 
primarily a mature, public affirmation of one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ as declared at baptism.  On June 2nd, Bishop Neil Lebhar, 
the Bishop of the Gulf Atlantic Diocese (ACNA), will visit CCA 
to Confirm students and adults at our 9 am service. 

    Instruction for Confirmation will be offered, along with a sim-
ple meal, from 6:00 – 7:30 pm on four consecutive Wednesdays, 
April 30, May 7, 14 and 21 at “The Whitefield Center” (formerly 
Merriwicke House at our 37th Street property). These classes 
are appropriate for all adults, Middle and High School students. 
Childcare will be offered.

    If you are interested in Confirmation for you or your 
child(ren), please call the church office (912-355-7730).  If you 
have any questions please contact Fr. Marc, Fr. Layne or Robert 
Evangelista.
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Home MissionsFinancial Page
CCA Finances: A Look Back and A Look Ahead

 Christ Church Anglican ended 2013 in good financial 
shape. Our income for the year was just short of the bud-
geted amount, and our expenses were well below budget. 
The resulting surplus allowed us to transfer over $47,000 
to the Building Fund, provide additional funding for the 
2014 Parish Weekend and keep some cash in reserve.
 Thanks to the promised faithful pledging of the congre-
gation, the amount of pledged income budgeted for the 
2014 Operating Fund is now $625,000 and total income 
in 2014 is projected to be $730,000. (If you have not yet 
turned in your pledge card, we’d still love to hear from 
you!) This will provide full funding of our programs 
including campus outreach and our new pastoral care 
ministry. In addition, the expenses for the maintenance of 
our new property and the interest payments for the new 
property loan are provided for in the 2014 budget. This is 
important as the on-going expenses related to the owner-
ship of the property, such as insurance, utilities and loan 
interest payments, will be paid out of the Operating Fund 
and not the Building Fund, as will the future expense of 
owning and maintaining property.  

Update on Building Fund

    At the end of 2013, the Building Fund balance was ap-
proximately $350,000 and pledge payments of $550,000 
are expected in 2014. Pledge payments and other dona-
tions, combined with the transfer from the 2013 Oper-
ating fund, should result in a balance of approximately 
$940,000 at the end of 2014. As the Building Fund 
reserves are accumulated, the Finance Committee will 
consider a recommendation to the Vestry that the church 
pay off the $479,000 loan for the property early (prior to 
December 2015) to reduce the amount of interest paid. 

    The Building Fund currently has outstanding pledges 
of over $1.6 million which should be paid by December 
2018. Based on this schedule of Building pledge pay-
ments, and current income, we could begin construction 
as early as January 2016 if one of two things happen: Our 
pledged income increases by at least  $40,000 per year; or, 
we raise an additional $600,000 in building Fund pledges. 
At the end of Phase I, we will have spent $600,000 for the 

property and $3.2 million for construction for a total cost 
of $3.8 million. 

    If the Phase I construction takes between 18 to 24 
months to complete, we should be able to consecrate our 
new church building near the end of 2017. This may seem 
to be longer than most of the congregation would hope, 
but the schedule for Building Fund pledges to be paid and 
pledge income dictates this length of time. The best way 
to shorten the construction schedule is to accelerate and/or 
increase pledge payments to the Building Fund. Everyone 
who has pledged to the Building Fund is encouraged to 
be faithful in making pledge payments on time (or early 
if possible!) and for those who haven’t made a pledge to 
prayerfully consider what you can contribute to making 
our new building a reality. 

Joe Park, Senior Warden
Jim Stevenson, Treasurer

Note	from	the	Office: 
2013 Giving Statements were mailed 

in January. Please do not wait until the 
April tax deadline to review yours! 

Call Joan Malley with any questions: 
912-355-7730

 “Tour of Homes Sunday,” January 26, focused our 
parish family and guests on our Tour of Homes and 
Gardens, now in its 79th year, and presented the faces of 
the Home Missions who received Tour funds in 2013.  
Father Marc’s sermon, the Prayers of the People, the 
music, and the entire service radiated our mission to seek 
the welfare of our city. This year, EVERY one of our 
local recipient ministries was represented in Church! Your 
Home Missions committee was humbled to welcome 
those who are using the funds to spread the Gospel and 
meet the needs of many less fortunate in our city. Our 
guests reported feeling welcomed and loved. Thank 
you, CCA members – adults, youth and children – for 
volunteering for the Tour which produces the funds, 
for working with these ministries, praying for them and 
coming to know them, their work and the faces who serve 
and are served. You are truly engaged in God’s work. You 
are a blessing.  Let’s roll up our sleeves and continue this 
work – there is much to be done!

 Here is some news of one of our ministries.  Savannah 
Care Center will begin a GED Tutorial in a few weeks.  
Led by Steve Dantin and Savannah Tech, this program 
goal will equip men and women to receive a high school 
diploma, which will ready them for tech training programs 
and, ultimately, jobs. We are in the process of putting 
together a “dress for success” closet, and Robb’s Hair 
Salon on Liberty Street has offered hair styling prior to 
their tests. A nice appearance can make someone feel 
better about themselves, more confident and hopeful.  

 There is a great need for prayer support, for mentoring 
these individuals so they can be encouraged, for helping 
them with high school math and other subjects. The 
participants will commit three hours each day for four 
days each week. Can you mentor? Tutor? Pray? Please 
call Steve Dantin (912-48408843) if you would like to 
help. Any amount of time is welcomed!

 Pray with us that God will honor our desire to be 
engaged followers impacting our own city. As we progress 
I will have pictures to share.

Kayron Stevens 

 Over the past ten years, Christians throughout Savannah 
and the nation have grown in their knowledge of and love 
for the orphaned and the fatherless. An increasing num-
ber of Christian families are adopting. Others are become 
Foster Parents. And some, like my family, are called to do 
both. Christ Church Anglican, in partnership with South 
Side Baptist, worked hard to form a foster care advocacy 
ministry called Faith to Foster. Originally, we partnered 
with Faith Bridge, a Christ-centered foster care ministry 
based in Atlanta, GA. However, early in 2013 it became 
clear for Faith Bridge that they had over-extended their 
ministry. They chose not to expand in Chatham County, 
and they withdrew their resources to Metro Atlanta.  

 This past summer, our director, Jennifer Menn and her 
husband TJ, moved to Boston. Prior to their move, Jen-
nifer and I decided to close Faith to Foster. The funds in 
the Faith to Foster bank account were originally provided 
by a Tour of Homes Home Missions Grant. They have 
been drawn out and placed back into CCA’s accounts as a 
distinct fund. This money is still available to support any 
CCA family interested in becoming Foster Parents.  

 Rather than begin a new ministry, I decided that we 
should simply partner with two existing local minis-
tries. The first ministry is Lutheran Services. This is the 
best place for you to connect if you are interested in 
fostering or adopting locally. The second ministry is called 
Love One Ministry, a new adoption advocacy ministry 
of Savannah Christian Church. As we seek the welfare of 
Savannah, I pray that we will also seek the welfare of the 
orphaned and fatherless who live among us.  

 James 1:27, “Pure and faultless religion is this: to look 
after orphans & widows in distress.”  

Fr. Layne Hansen

Home Missions News UPDATE: Faith to Foster 
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Global Missions Global Missions

Update on the Summer 2014 Mission Trip to Belize

    As of February 2, 2014, we have approximately 30 people, 
including adults and youth, who are planning to go to San 
Ignacio, Belize July 12-20. The people of San Ignacio are 
excited that we are coming, according to Clark Smith, who 
was there January 18-24. He talked with some of the people 
there who will be involved with the planning. They would like 
for us to work with them to conduct a Vacation Bible School 
for as many children as possible and to teach them how to 
do it themselves for the sake of their future. A sub-team may 
offer 1-2 sessions for adults on Bible study, worship, healing, 
etc. and perhaps some home visits. Also, there are one or two 
building projects with which we may be involved including 
adding bathrooms to two of the churches and/or building a 
playground.  Details of the focus for the trip will be clarified 
as we see who is able to commit to go on the trip and what the 
needs are.

    If you have an interest in going and have not signed up 
yet, please talk with Claudia Thomas, Susan White, Melly 
McNeal or Frank McNeal soon and we will see if there 
is still room for you to go. We look forward to taking as 
many people from CCA as possible. Please keep this trip in 
your prayers as preparations are underway. Come to the 
fundraiser event during the Mardi Gras dinner on March 
1 to help support those who are going on this large trip.

E412 TO AFRICA
By the time this newsletter 
reaches you, Clark and Carol 
Rogers Smith will have been 
in Africa for at least three 
weeks. Please keep them in 
your prayers on this eight 
week trip that involves much 
travel and three different 
countries. There is a weekly 

prayer request in the Thursday email and here is a summary of 
the remaining itinerary:

2/23 - 3/2 Anglican/Pentecostal Clergy Conference in 
 western Kenya

3/3-3/8 Travel back to Uganda for 2 days at UCU, travel 
to town of Masindi to train Prayer and Evange-
lism Teams to partner with the Palmetto Medical 
Initiative Team arriving at the end of the week

3/8-3/13 Join Palmetto Medical Initiative Team in the   
 Masindi-Kitara Diocese as they journey to 
 outlying areas for medical clinic days to work   
 with the evangelism and prayer teams.

3/14-3/19 Travel to Kinkiizi Diocese 
 (10 hour drive - pray for safety) and then lead 
 4 day conference for clergy and spouses in that   
 diocese.

3/20-3/21 Ten hour trip back to Kampala with meetings   
 there on Friday, 3/21.

3/22-3/29 Fly to Zanzibar to be involved in a conference 
there (highly Islamic island off the coast of 
Tanzinia). Pray for protection and working of the 
Holy Spirit there.

3/30-3/31   Return flight to Savannah arriving around 7 p.m.

OTHER MISSIONARY UPDATES:

Dave and Jen Cox (Romania) 
Visitors to Romania made a 
wonderful new video about their 
Gateway to Joy ministry that 
includes developing mission 
outreach involving training 
many people who are sensing a 
call to become missionaries in 

other countries, an emergency shelter for girls/women who are 
victims of the sex trade, ministry to many at the Bucharest 
Christian Academy. Pray for them in these areas:

• as they sense a renewed call to plan churches
• provide support for the shelter
• minister to many unreached children who come to BCU 
• train others to become leaders in the church in Romania 

and missionaries to other countries

Guy and Summer Benton 
(Cambodia) - Summer is 
working with World Hope 
International where she 
counsels and assists 
victims of sex trafficking. 
Guy, who just moved with 
Summer to Cambodia in 
the last year following their 
marriage, continues his lan-

guage study before beginning any direct ministry there. They 
had a rough fall with their house flooding 4 times following 
torrential rains. They ask for our prayers for the following:

• Summer’s work and Guy’s language studies
• for them as they parent Pirum, their ten year old Cambo-

dian foster child
• for some additional needed financial support for them 
• for their physical safety 
• for the building of deeper relationships at the Khmer 

service at their wonderful church.

Henry and Wendy 
Clay (Navigators) 
- The Clays served as 
missionaries in 
Latin America for 18 
years. Henry is now 
the Director of Staff 
Care providing 
ministry and 
support for about 
300 Navigator staff 
who serve in just 
under 50 countries 

around the world. They have recently been approved to 
serve as the Regional Representatives for Latin America. 
They will now be especially responsible for ten staff 
couples serving there including face-to-face visits at least 
once per year. Henry’s recent newsletter outlined the many 
facets of his job including learning to work with couples in 
marital crisis. Henry is the son of Anita Clay, long time 
member of Christ Church, and nephew of CCA’s Ashby 
Angel. Pray for Henry and Wendy in their important 
work of supporting missionaries who are serving in 
other countries.

Pray for the other missionaries and missions we support and 
we will update the others with details and prayer requests in 
the next newsletter:

Brian and Mary Jane Dennison 
and their children (SAMS missionaries in Uganda)

Bishop Michael and Linda Chapman 
(SAMS missionaries in Peru)

Nate and Kiri (AFM missionaries in the middle east)

New Wineskins Missionary Network
SAMS (Society of Missionaries and Senders)

Global Missions News

VBS Corner 
Space Probe Vacation Bible
We are set to launch Space Probe Vacation Bible School from 
June 23 - 27 at IPC! To make this VBS possible…we need 
LEADERS! We want to create a Leadership Team where the 
leadership responsibilities are shared among several com-
mitted individuals. This way each leader will offer service in 
an area where they are skilled. Please contact Meg Welch at 
mwelch@ccasav.org if interested.

VBS is a wonderful way for families to experience the love 
of Christ through caring leaders. Two relatively new families 
worshipping with us at CCA share how VBS was a helpful 
entry point for their families…

Having just moved back to Savannah last summer, my children 
were excited to participate in CCA’s Vacation Bible School.  
Through this opportunity, my children were able to reconnect 
with old friends and make new friends.  Not yet having a 
church home at the time, VBS provided an avenue for my fam-
ily to meet some of the parishioners of CCA.  It was especially 
nice to see familiar faces at worship on Sunday mornings 
from the connections we made at VBS.  VBS also provided my 
children with solid Bible teaching through engaging activities 
within a nurturing environment.  I am grateful for the ministry 
of VBS at Christ Church Anglican.

Lindsay Bass

Vacation Bible School helped me know about the children and 
their parents and more and more about the church. It made 
me realize how friendly and family-oriented the church is. Our 
whole family feels welcome and at home here.

Sarah Nussbaum
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Children’s	Ministry
Easter Egg Hunt
April 20
Our annual Easter Egg 
Hunt will take place on 
Easter Sunday, April 20, 
following the 9 a.m. service. 

Children in the 5th grade and below will enjoy searching 
for eggs in Orleans Square. Candy donations of stuffed 
plastic eggs are needed by Palm Sunday, April 13. Please 
place your stuffed eggs in the basket that you’ll find on 
the front porch at IPC beginning March 30. Or, you may 
deliver your eggs to the church office by Tuesday, April 
15. You may consider stuffing eggs with 1 piece of can-
dy and a sticker or some other small object that points 
children toward our hope in the Resurrected Christ. We 
look forward to this fun-filled, hope-filled event! Please 
contact Meg Welch if you would like to help plan this 
event.

Nursery Volunteer Facts

CCA is blessed with many kind volunteers who care 
for our nursery-age children on a regular basis! Did you 
know…we have 24 individuals or couples who volun-
teer once or twice per quarter during the 9 a.m. service? 
Nine of these couples have children in the nursery, while 
15 do not have any nursery age children. We also have 
3 youth who volunteer on a regular basis. If you would 
like to serve in one of our nurseries and prefer to serve 
with a particular age group, we can certainly accommo-
date that preference. In addition to having two nurseries 
during the 9 a.m. service, we also have children consol-
idated into one nursery during Sunday School. While 
we always need more nursery volunteers during the 
church and Sunday School hour, our most pressing need 
currently is for additional volunteers during the Sunday 
School hour. 

Angie Copetillo volunteers 
once-twice per 
quarter in the 2-4 year old 
nursery during 
the 9 a.m. service.

 Liz Mays 
volunteers 
once-twice per 
quarter in the 
“Under 2 
Nursery” during 
the 9 a.m. 
service. When 
asked why she 
is a nursery 
volunteer, Liz 
responded, 

“There are so many reasons why I serve in the Nursery 
- but I think the most important one is that Christ Church 
Anglican is a community, and as a part of that communi-
ty it is a pleasure to serve where I can.  Whether it’s 
playing trucks with the little ones, reading to them, or 
just rocking with a sleeping infant in my arms, I know 
that I’m contributing to something bigger than myself - 
the family of Christ Church Anglican and the family of 
God.

Dottie Courington volunteers when she is able 
during the Sunday School hour.

Youth Ministry
CCA Youth  

    Before looking ahead into 2014, there are many excit-
ing things to report on from the last few months in youth 
ministry. 

 It seems like forever ago, yet we had a wonderful time 
at the Parish Weekend in the fall, developing relation-
ships, joining in with the rest of the parish for meals and 
games, kayaking, and s’mores around the fire to cap off 
the weekend. The youth took a different approach to the 
Christmas Pageant this year, primarily taking on more 
leadership roles, speaking parts, and general direction 
of helping the younger children to engage the story of 
Christmas through song. It was a success. A special 
thank you to Kaitlyn James for her leadership.

 The Junior High is continuing to learn from “How 
Majestic is Your Name!” in studying God’s names 
throughout scripture. The Senior High is still getting its 
feet wet at “Sunday Nights” youth group by following 
along with the church calendar in teachings, games and 
music. We’re consistently encouraging the students to 
invite their friends. And we’re going out to eat every 
week together after youth group. We’ve had Junior High 
SkateFest, and a Senior High Christmas Party. 

 There’s plenty to look forward to in the coming 
months. During Lent we will be able to focus more on 
spiritual disciplines. When we are able to use the Merri-
wicke building, we’ll be able to start serving and hang-
ing out with the poor nearby with meals. As our group 
expands, we’ll be able to have “small groups” of our 
own. Of course there’s the Bell Tour and the Belize Trip 
to look forward to this summer! In Belize the youth will 
have opportunities to lead VBS, host a soccer tourna-
ment, maybe even do some building, and all the while 
being on mission for God and His Kingdom!

Robert Evangelista
Youth & Campus Minister

The Townspeople (Janelle Porter, Isabella Ragsdale, Milena Bring-
man, Mollie Cribbs, Nick Tootle) discuss Zechariah’s (Charter Nick-
les) decision to name their son John as his wife Anna (Ella Stubbs) 
looks on.

The Angel Gabriel (Daniel Copetillo) speaks to Mary (Meredith 
James) as Daniel Hughes narrates the Annunciation scene.

For more Christmas Pageant scenes, please see page 14
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Christmas Pageant Parish Workday

Christ Church Anglican Angels

An Angelic T.J. Vance Shepherds and their Sheep
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Oyster Roast Oyster Roast

*Photographs by Russ MacDonald and Tom Cooper.
For more photographs, please see the photo gallery 

on our parish website: ccasav.org
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Music Ministry

Choir to Sing Fauré’s Requiem

 

    Christ Church Anglican’s Parish Choir will offer Faure’s Requiem at the 9 a.m. service on Sunday, April 6th. Parishioners are en-
couraged to invite their friends and neighbors to worship with us that day especially. The choir will be accompanied by an orchestra as 
they were last year for the singing of  Schubert’s Mass in G (pictured).

 The singing of a Requiem Mass in the season of Lent has a long tradition in liturgical worship. Not only does it point us to Christ’s 
own sacrifice of death for our sins, but also to the hope of eternal life given to us through His own death and resurrection. As a choral 
work set during the Romantic Impressionist period, Gabriel Fauré’s Requiem (France: 1845-1924), more than any other composer’s, 
conveys these two points with great musical imagery and beauty.

Fauré himself said, “It has been said that my Requiem does not express a fear of death and someone has called it a ‘lullaby of 
death’.  But it is thus that I see death as a happy deliverance, an aspiration towards happiness above, rather than as a painful experi-
ence. My Requiem is dominated from beginning to end by a very human feeling of faith in eternal rest.”

 My sincere hope is that our Music Ministry’s offering of this exceptionally beautiful and moving choral work, as art connected to 
heart, will deepen your own experience of this season of Lent; a season of introspection, repentance, and dying unto self.    

Mark K. Williams
Parish Musician

May

March
Parish Life Calendar

1 6 PM  Mardi Gras Dinner/Belize Mission 
   Trip Fund Raiser
   IPC Fellowship Hall
2 11:45 AM First Sunday Brunch
   IPC Fellowship Hall
5 12 Noon   Ash Wednesday Services
   Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
   St. Andrew’s
 6 PM  Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
   Choir Rm. IPC
 6:30 PM Joint Svc. Eucharist & Imposition   
   of Ashes
   St. Andrew’s
6 4:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting
 6 PM  Parish Council Meeting
   Parish Office
9 2 AM  Daylight Savings Time Begins
   (set your clocks ahead one hour)
13 6 PM  Finance Committee Meeting
   Parish Office
20 6 PM  Vestry Meeting
   Parish Office
25 9 AM  Tour Headquarters Opens
   Chamber of Commerce Building
27 – 30 All day  79th Annual Savannah Tour of   
   Homes and Gardens
27 5:30 PM WCCA Opening Reception and 
   Service
   Chippewa Square and IPC Nave

3 4:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting
 6 PM  Parish Council Meeting
   Parish Office
5 10 AM  Parish Choir Dress Rehearsal 
   with orchestra
   IPC Nave
6 9 AM  Fauré Requiem
   IPC Nave
 11:45 AM First Sunday Brunch
   IPC Fellowship Hall
10 6 PM  Finance Committee Meeting
   Parish Office
13   Palm Sunday
15 5 PM  Deadline for Easter Egg Hunt 
   candy donations
   Parish Office 

17 6 PM  Maundy Thursday Dinner and   
   Service
   Villa Marie
18 12 Noon &  Good Friday Services
 6 PM  IPC Nave

19 8 PM  Great Vigil of Easter Service
   IPC Nave
20 8 & 9 AM Feast of the Resurrection 
   Service
   IPC Chapel, Nave
 10:45 AM Easter Egg Hunt 
   (No Sunday School)
   Orleans Square
21 All Day  Easter Monday
   Parish Office Closed
24 6 PM  Vestry Meeting
   Parish Office
30 6 PM  Confirmation Class
   Whitefield Center, 
   37th Street Property

4 11:45 AM First Sunday Brunch
   IPC Fellowship Hall
7 6 PM  Confirmation Class
   Whitefield Center, 
   37th Street Property
8 4:30 PM Wardens’ Meeting
 6 PM  Parish Council Meeting
   Parish Office
11 9 AM  Children’s Heartworks Recitation
   IPC Nave
14 6 PM  Confirmation Class
   Whitefield Center, 
   37th Street Property
15 6 PM  Finance Committee Meeting
   Parish Office
17 5 PM  Eucharist Formation/Seder Dinner
   St. Andrew’s REC
21 6 PM  Confirmation Class
   Whitefield Center, 
   37th Street Property
22 6 PM  Vestry Meeting
   Parish Office
26 All Day  Memorial Day observed
   Parish Office Closed 

April
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