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Baptism:
 Sabine Elizabeth Grey Goeken, daughter of Russ and
Anissa Goeken, on January 8, 2017
Congratulations to:
 Sam and Berta Adams on the birth of their first grandchild, Finley James Troise, on December 31, 2016
 Jamie and Diana McGaw on the birth of their son,
James Albert McGaw IV, on January 20, 2017
 Charter and Milton Nickles on their achievement of
the Rank of Eagle Scout on February 27, 2017
 The Rev. Bob Lefavi on the 14th anniversary of his
ordination to the priesthood on March 3, 2017
Sympathy extended to:
 The family of James “Jimmy” Elliott Henderson III
on his death on December 10, 2016
 Vicky Posey on the death of her brother, Benjamin
Chaplin Posey, on January 27, 2017
 Mary Ann Sunday on the death of her brother,
Christopher Joseph Koncul, on January 30, 2017

CCA’s annual Parish Meeting will take place on Sunday, February 26th, following one joint service of worship
at 9:30 AM. Vestry elections will be held and updates given on the health of our parish. Plan to stay afterward for a
special time of hospitality. There will be no 8 AM service that morning. Please see page 16 for the Vestry slate and
voter qualifications.

On a sunny
afternoon,
I visited with
Anne Marie Grant,
our featured
parishioner, at
her home in
Liberty City.

Anne Marie, who is recuperating from recent surgery,
greeted me hospitably as we sat together on the sofa,
sharing our hearts, our life stories, and our walk with our
Good Shepherd.
I met Sonyia, Anne Marie’s daughter, Curly, her sonin-law, and her two handsome grandsons, Xavier and
Zachary. I had many questions for her. Here are some of
them and her answers.
 Tell me about your life as a native Savannahian.
I grew up on the corner of Charlton and East Broad
Streets, raised by my mother and grandmother. We later
moved to Yamacraw Village. There were five of us children. I attended Beach High School, but at the age of 16
I joined the Neighborhood Youth Corps. I also attended
night school at Richard Arnold Junior High in 1968.
Then I worked with mentally handicapped children at
the Lillie May Kicklighter Head Start Program. My
daughter Sonyia was born in 1970.
 I know that you and Sonyia are very close and
that she is your hero. Can you explain?
Becoming a mother was a joy, and this precious girl,
God’s gift to me, has been a treasure. Yes, we are very
close and I am blessed to have my son-in-law and grandsons. We look out for each other and do for each other.
Sonyia is studying and working hard to complete her RN
degree. We are proud of her and look forward to that
happy day when she graduates. What a celebration that
will be!
 You were a member of Pastor Freddie Hebron’s
church and have served on missionary trips to
Haiti. What can you tell us about that?
I was raised in a Christian home and was baptized
when I was 13 years of age. I believed the Bible was
God’s Word, and I always read it, even though I did not
understand much of it. But, when I came under the

teaching and preaching of Pastor Freddie, the Word was
opened up to me and I began to see my need for a more
personal walk with the Lord. These times in the Word
changed my life. The mission trips opened my eyes to
the needs of the people in Haiti. The visits were deeply
spiritual and moving. A sea of faces, desperate people
trying to get work, tent cities, gracious and humble people, handing out toothpaste, doing whatever was necessary to help, . . . these are some of the overwhelming
memories I have. The most beautiful times of praise
and worship, especially by the children, is what moved
me most. I was once again changed by these trips and I
hope to continue in future outreach efforts for the people
of Haiti.
Currently Anne Marie works as a PRN at an adult
group home which specializes in the care of handicapped adults. She is responsible for supervising these
individuals in their daily activities. She finds satisfaction
in helping others, and showed me pictures of a recent
birthday celebration at the group home.
As we talked, Anne Marie and I discovered that we
both share a fondness for the same Mexican restaurant,
so we concluded our time together with a good meal and
more fellowship at Cancun in Twelve Oaks. We decided
this would be the first of more times of sharing, getting
to know each other better, and of course, meeting to
share salsa, guacamole and chips together.
— Mary Ann Sunday

Who will be in
our next issue?
This photo should
give you a hint!

“You shall remember that you were a slave in the land
of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from
there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm.
Therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep
the Sabbath day.”
(Deuteronomy 5:15)
In teaching on this verse, Peter Scazzero says:
“Before the Israelites entered the Promised Land,
Moses proclaimed further that the very act of ceasing
from work in the midst of all the surrounding nations
was a sign of their liberation by God. By the very act of
refusing to succumb to the enormous pressure of Western culture around us, we, too, serve as a sign of a free
people. We have been called out of a world trying to
prove its worth and value by what it does or possesses.
We are deeply loved by God for who we are, not for
what we do” (Emotionally Healthy Spirituality, pages
164, 65).
It seems to me that we all go through exhausting
weeks of work, caring for family, completing various
chores and projects, only to dash into church on Sunday
to an equally exhausting morning of rushing to church,
Sunday School, and various church programs. Rather
than being a distinctive people when it comes to our
Christian Faith, we closely resemble the hurried and
harried masses of our society. How do we take a step
back?
During Sundays in Lent, from 9:15 a.m. until
10:15 a.m., we will offer a “quiet chapel” in place of
adult Sunday School. The Chapel will be in classroom
#8, and it will be a peaceful place where people can
gather to pray (either by themselves or with others), to
read Scripture, and to “collect” one’s self before coming
together for worship. In a very, very busy world, we
need a very, very still place where we can simply “be”
with one another and with God.
We invite you to take advantage of this gift. This is
not a time say, “Well, nothing is going on during Sunday School hour, so I’ll just skip that.” On the contrary,
something deep and soul-forming will take place!
Learning as a people to come together in prayer and expectancy before worship might become the seedbed for
the health of our congregation and its future mission.
Won’t you join us?
— Fr. Marc

Editor’s Note: This column appears in each issue and is
intended to help explain various Anglican traditions. If you
have a question for this column, please submit it to the church
office or email jmalley@ccasav.org.

Foot-washing is an ancient practice of Christians that
traces its roots to Jesus’ washing of His disciples feet on
the night before His arrest and crucifixion.
In its earliest forms, foot-washing was closely connected with Baptism as a form of “ceremonial washing.”
While the vast majority of the first Christians were baptized by immersion, early Syrian Christians took the act
of foot-washing as biblical support for sprinkling or
pouring, based on our Lord’s injunction to Peter that he
need not bathe his hands and head, but only his feet, as
he was otherwise “completely clean” (John 13:10).
The act of foot-washing became so controversial that
it was banned in the early 300’s by an early Church
Council. By the end of the century, however, Bishop
Ambrose of Milan defended the practice. Nevertheless,
it did not reach church-wide acceptance until the Middle
Ages, and by then it was seen more as an act of our
Lord’s humility and the call of all believers to lay aside
their own selves in service to others. Today, Roman
Catholics, Eastern Orthodox, and many Protestants hold
foot-washing in high regard, especially on Maundy
Thursday.
The experience of foot-washing is a powerful example
of how the Holy Spirit can minister to us beyond our
rational capabilities. If you have ever washed someone
else’s feet, or if you have allowed someone else to wash
your feet (which, for most people, is the most difficult),
something happens beyond the act itself. The Holy
Spirit takes this simple act to reveal to us things we may
not otherwise know about God, ourselves, and others. It
is a powerful example of how the actions of liturgy can
be filled with the presence of the Spirit, and we are
swept up into that unseen world where communion with
God and the revelation of His Word enters another level,
and all by His marvelous grace.
This year we at Christ Church Anglican will observe
foot-washing on Maundy Thursday (April 13th). As with
many liturgical observances, “all may, some should,
none must.” I bid you to be in prayer for this moment in
our parish life. It offers an entrance into the realm of the
Holy Spirit like no other.
— Fr. Marc

Holy Week and Going Through the Motions
James Smith, in his book, You Are What You Love, talks
about “going through the motions.” Smith points us to a
phrase that usually tells us about actions that are boring
and unhelpful: “I wasn’t paying attention; I was just going
through the motions.” However, he goes on to describe the
value of “going through the motions.” When a piano player inspires us with Bach or Mozart, or jazz or ragtime,
such wonderful expressions of music all began by “going
through the motions” – when the pianist practiced scales
and arpeggios over and over and over again, in order to
train himself for something greater. A baseball pitcher
throws a 100 mile-per-hour fastball on the outside corner
of the plate for a strike out, but that one pitch was the
result of hundreds of pitches thrown in practice where the
pitcher was “going through the motions.” Almost any
expression of art or skill is the result of “going through
the motions,” of countless hours of practice and
discipline, building one skill upon another until they
are second nature.
That is a part of what liturgy is about. The rich, historic
components of Sunday worship, the seasons of the Church
Year, and the various ceremonies that we experience in our
Anglican heritage can be seen by some as simply “going
through the motions.” On the one hand, they can be
reduced to meaningless repetitions that carry no value; but
on the other, they can be rich and powerful disciplines that
create in us a worshipping heart and where our devotion to
Christ becomes almost second nature.
There is no greater example of “going through the
motions” than the Holy Triduum we observe during
Holy Week.
The Holy Triduum are the three days of Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday, and Holy Saturday (where we
observe the Easter Vigil). These three days put us into a
motion, a rhythm, preparing our heart for the full power of
the resurrection: to celebrate it with a deeply thankful heart
and a joyous faith.
On Maundy Thursday (this year) we will recall our
Lord’s washing of the disciples’ feet in the Upper Room.
The Lord’s Supper and the washing of feet is a powerful
experience of servanthood and grace. The service
concludes with the stripping of the altar, paralleling the
stripping of our Lord’s body before He was brutalized by
flogging prior to His crucifixion.

Good Friday is the solemn reading of the
crucifixion, coupled with special prayers, the reading
of psalms, and a solemn reflection on our Lord’s
atoning death. There is no Eucharist on this day.
The Easter Vigil (held on Holy Saturday evening,
or Easter Eve) is the oldest known Christian service
of worship. It begins in the darkness of Lent and the
tomb, but ends in the brilliance of light and the
resurrection. Bells are rung to celebrate the Feast of
the Resurrection, and baptisms often take place.
These three days are ancient expressions of
worship that have shaped Christianity for centuries.
We do them every year. While we may “tweak”
them here and there, we do not try to come up with
something “new and creative.” These are important
“motions” we are called to go through. After all,
“going through the motions” may be more important
than we think.
— Fr. Marc

(I am indebted to the work of Anthony McRoy, Fellow of
the British Society for Middle East Studies for the core of
the content of this article. – MBR)
If you were to look “Easter images” up on Google,
you would find a large collection of pictures displaying
bunnies, eggs, and baby chicks. In the first one hundred
images shown, ninety-eight of them are about eggs, bunnies and chicks. Two are about the resurrection. Two.
Such a discovery raises the question whether Easter
is a Christian observance at all. At least in modern days,
much like Christmas, Easter has become commercialized,
secularized, and sanitized of most, if not all of its spiritual content. Is this simply our secular world returning to its
roots?
Not at all.
I was always told that Christians “borrowed” the pagan
observance of “Easter” based on the spring celebrations
that centered on Eostre, a goddess of supposed German
origin that found its way into ancient Anglo-Saxon
culture. This notion comes from the Venerable Bede,
an ancient historian (died, 735 A.D.) who promoted the
idea that Christians used the occasion to proclaim the
Gospel to gathering pagans. One can perhaps make a
reasonable point that Christians should step into
contemporary culture where appropriate to proclaim the
Gospel, but the historical facts of Christians having done
this for Easter simply don’t match up.

According to Ronald Hutton, a British expert on
ancient cultic worship, Bede’s knowledge of pagan
worship seems a bit sketchy. Anglo-Saxons were latecomers to Christianity (the 7th and 8th centuries), when
Eostre worship would have started. But we know that
Christians were celebrating the resurrection far before
then, having found “Paschal Celebrations” dating from
the 2nd century. What’s more, there is no reference to
“Eostre” outside of Bede himself, and no equivalent
god or goddess in European cultic worship.
It is probably more accurate to see the term “Easter”
coming from the ancient name of the month itself
(paralleling what we now call April), which was called
“Eosturmonath,” which means “month of opening.” This
was the title of the month of the beginning of spring,
when buds would begin to open. (Is it perhaps a suitable
month to celebrate the opening of the tomb and the
bodily resurrection of our Lord?)
It is certainly acceptable to use the term “Easter” for
our grand celebration of our Lord’s rising from the grave.
For some of us, we might find it more telling to speak
of our “Paschal Celebration” or “The Feast of the
Resurrection.” It at least gets us past the eggs, chicks,
and bunnies.
— Fr. Marc

We remember the amazing assistance our parish received
when we joined hands with orthodox Christians in the
American Anglican Council (AAC) to defend the Gospel.
We received visitors, information and hosted two powerful
conferences in the fall
of 2004 that brought
folks from all over the
Southeast to be
informed and
inspired. Christ
Church reached out to
others parishes and
provided support and
leadership to many.
Through every step
the AAC was always
at our side.
But, what is the
AAC doing now? As
an AAC Board of
Trustees member for
over ten years I have
seen the contribution
the AAC has made to
the formation of our
new ACNA province.
Now the AAC is raising up godly leaders,
developing healthy
churches and continuing a biblical Anglican
witness.

Through the Clergy Leadership Training Institute,
a three year program, the AAC teaches priests how to deal
with conflict in a parish and how to manage their personal
life while leading a parish. Listen to the testimonies of
priests at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=ZfJDOSepuY8. One-on-one clergy coaching is
also available, a great lifeline for clergy who often
feel isolated.
REVIVE!, a church revitalization program, is offered for
whole congregations and helps small and plateaued congregations grow in number and spirit. The purpose is to
strengthen clergy and lay leaders who are working together
to revitalize churches that may be plateaued, perplexed or
in decline.

The AAC’s Bishop’s Leadership Summit has been a
great training opportunity for new bishops who have been
encouraged by senior bishops. See this recent
summit video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=a8ZP3mQ3YDM.
The newest AAC offering was a Rector’s Summit
for Visioning and Planning which was just offered to rectors of larger congregations. One participant said, “I’ve
never attended a conference that devoted as much energy
and attention to the inner life of the pastor as RSVP did.”
The AAC continues to play a vital role globally, working
with the GAFCON primates and the growing community
of orthodox Anglicans worldwide.
I am so grateful that our congregation chose to defend
the Gospel despite the cost, a precious investment. I am
grateful for the call that the AAC has answered in the past
20 years. In 2015 Christ Church Anglican was a founding
member of The Nehemiah Society, a new commitment to
continue the faithful work of the AAC. If you would like to
contribute to the work of the AAC, you may do so at
www.americananglican.org or by mail. May the Lord
prosper the work of the AAC!
— Carol Rogers Smith, AAC Board of Trustees Member

This January a team from Christ Church Anglican met
with people living in the Statesboro area who are interested
in establishing an Anglican presence in their community.
Father Marc led the meeting as we shared a time of fellowship and prayer at Three Trees Coffee Roasters just outside
the Georgia Southern University campus.
The next big step will be an Ash Wednesday Service in
Statesboro followed by a weekly Lenten Bible study.
We believe that something very promising is afoot. We
see the Lord’s hand at work in many ways. Please pray for
us as we take the next steps towards building up a community of believers in Statesboro than can live out their faith
in Christ together in the Anglican tradition.
Also if you are aware of people in and around Statesboro
who might be interested in the emergence of an Anglican
presence, please let me know. I would love to be able to
invite them to join us in the early stages of this process.
“Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor
in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” - Psalm 127

— Brian Dennison
(770) 324-2065 or dbriandennison@gmail.com

Vision Mission to Nepal
Nepal is defined by its soaring mountains, the tallest
being Mt. Everest. It is a place of refuge. In addition, it is
a place where the growth of the gospel is exploding. How
do these three attributes work together? Rugged mountains make hearty people. As we endured hours of bone
jarring travel over frightening roads, through gorgeous
scenery, always feeling that we might be propelled over
the edge, we saw uniformed secondary students making
their way on the outer edge of the steep roadsides, in flip
flops, always seeming to beat us to the next village. Nepal has never been dominated by an outside power. Instead they have offered shelter to those who could make
it over the sheer peaks. Of 100,000 Tibetans who fled
China’s repression, only 10,000 survived the passage and
settled in Nepal. Refugees from Bhutan, Mongolia, China
and India have also come for shelter.

.

remote villages. Because so many young Nepali leave
to work or study in other countries, the need for rapid
discipleship is great.
After many delays with the earthquake in 2015 and
mudslides in 2016, our mission team of six (Alexia
Lemaigre, Micah Sprunger, Lori and Tom Kennedy and
Carol and Clark Smith) went to join in the ministry in
Nepal in early 2017. We were guided by Singaporeans,
The Rev. Lewis Lew, Dean of Nepal, and Heng Fu Wen,
a young professional directing Project Taja Asa’s work in
community development and church rebuilding. We
stepped into a vibrant, welcoming culture, a mixture of
over 100 ethnic groups. We were guided through Hindu
temples and Buddhist stupas to try to begin a basic understanding of the culture. In a predominantly Hindu

After the devastating earthquakes in April of 2015 the
recovery process has been very slow. Less than 1.2
percent of the destroyed schools have been rebuilt and
few of the nine million homes have been restored. The
Nepali received help from the church when often neither
the government nor their temples assisted. One man
dreamed of Jesus’s feeding him rice and woke to the
sight of Singaporean church members handing out rice.
He accepted Christ. Though Christians are still a tiny,
persecuted minority, about five percent, Christianity has
grown rapidly in one generation, the fastest growth of
Christianity in the world. The Anglican Church has doubled since 2014. Bishop Rennis Poniah of Singapore has
confirmed hundreds of Nepali at one time, often in very

nation, we saw freedom from the grinding caste system
when Dalits, who are untouchables, as well as high caste
Brahmins came together as one in Christ. We worshipped
and ministered in Nazarene Church in Kathmandu which
has grown exponentially, planting seven churches by
sending out workers every time their primary space was
full. We were graciously welcomed as we joined in
worship and preached in the Golgotha, Living Hope and
Berea congregations and prayer walked through neighborhoods and refugee camps near Maranatha church in
Pokhara. We offered a special evening of teaching and
healing prayer with congregations in the distant village of
Tawal-Dhading, reached after a two day journey.

Sounds scary but is not. Refugees in camps and in
villages are hurting and need Christian love more than
anything. Christ Church Global Missions Team is
forming a group to go and join The Rev. Jerry and
Stacy and their team on the ground in early May. The
team will work with a school for disabled children, lead
prayer ministry, help with food distribution and join
other activities with Love for the Least. Travel and
accommodations are easy on the body. A mixture of joy
and heartbreak can be a challenge for the soul.
If you are interested in joining the team, speak with
Carol Rogers Smith, Claudia Thomas or Clark Smith.

The weekend of March 31st —April 2nd, Christ
Church Anglican will welcome missionaries from the
middle East, the Rev. Jerry and Stacy. They are now
stationed in Iraq but have a long history of serving in
areas where Christians represent a persecuted minority.

Over 30 years ago the Diocese of Singapore created a
mission in Nepal devoted to careful strategic planning,
training of leaders, developing communities and educating children. Now Nepal is one of six deaneries in SE
Asian countries with which ACNA has a special partnership. To date there are 82 Anglican churches with 12,000
members in Nepal. The Lord has provided a window for
the gospel. Join us in praying for how we might partner,
how we might offer hearts and hands in the rebuilding
of Nepal and the spread of the gospel in this rugged,
challenging land.
— Carol Rogers Smith

On Friday night, March 31st, Christ Church
Anglican will host an interdenominational night of
prayer for the persecuted church around the world. Fr.
Jerry and Stacy, along with others who have served in
areas of persecution, will present cameos of the situation in these countries. Each presentation will be followed by a time of prayer and singing praises to the
God of hope.
Fr. Jerry will preach at both services on Sunday,
April 2nd, and he and Stacy will share about their work
in more detail during the Sunday School hour.
Mark your calendars and plan to attend as many of
the events as you can!

The Catechist’s Corner

Before we enter into the season of Lent, a season of self-examination that looks
ahead and journeys with Jesus to the cross, the Church is known to practice a celebration of different names. It is often called Shrove Tuesday, Mardi Gras, or Fat
Tuesday. The expression “Shrove Tuesday” comes from the word “shrive,” which
means to absolve. The historical background of the day was a time for the priest to
hear confessions and pronounced absolution before entering into the season of Lent. Oftentimes, Shrove Tuesday is
called Pancake Tuesday because, in the days when not only meat but also eggs and milk were renounced for Lent, pancakes were an excellent way to use up eggs, milk, and fat. Therefore, it is also named Fat Tuesday or Mardi Gras. Since
it is the last day before Lent, it is always on a Tuesday (the day before Ash Wednesday). Whatever its name, this last
day of the Epiphany Season before Lent remains an opportunity to have one last exuberant party!
The date for this exuberant party of pancakes and sausages is Tuesday, February 28th, in Hebron Hall at 5:45 p.m. A
$5 donation is suggested. This will be an intergenerational meal with our youth and youth assistants cooking and serving
the meal. There will also be some catechetical and liturgical moments to close one season of the Church year and begin
another. If you have any questions regarding the event, please contact Fr. Joe.

In order to establish 40 fast days before Easter, it was determined in the 6th century
to begin Lent on a Wednesday. Eventually, it became known as Ash Wednesday. The
ceremony of the imposition of ashes takes its roots in the Old Testament, where covering
oneself with sackcloth and ashes was a sign of repentance and mourning. Even early
Christians used ashes and sackcloth as a sign of their repentance. In the 8th century, the
liturgical practice began in Northern Europe and soon became the standard expression
for everyone to receive ashes. Today, the common liturgical imposition of ashes involves
clergy signing our foreheads with the cross, saying, “Remember that you are dust, and to
dust you shall return.” Our culture teaches us that only the strong will survive, to look within yourself for strength, and
we sell these ideas with our products, such as, “just do it.” The Church proclaims a different and more honest narrative.
We are not strong. We cannot look within ourselves to find strength. And we cannot “just do it” because on further selfexamination our will is more bound to the self than we realize. We are dust. We are fragile and weak creatures that God
loves unashamedly. In this season of Lent, we do not beat ourselves up and try harder to get God’s attention. Instead,
Lent teaches us to honestly look within ourselves. And as the reality sinks in, that we are more far gone in our sinfulness
than we realize, we are driven to the point where we truly depend on the outside grace of God. It is the grace declaring
time and time again, “Your sins are forgiven.” As the dust settles upon our foreheads, we journey these 40 days to the
event where this grace was truly realized; the cross of Jesus Christ.
To quote a popular hymn,
“My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! My sin, not in part but the whole,
Is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!”
I invite you to observe a holy Lent beginning with the imposition of ashes. We are offering two services on Ash
Wednesday, March 1st, at 12 Noon and 6 pm.

The Catechist’s Corner
As our journey draws closer to the cross and resurrection of Jesus, we will prepare our
hearts with a meal and make palm crosses together. The event will be held the Wednesday
before Palm Sunday, April 5th, at 5:45 p.m. The main dish will be provided. Please bring a
salad or side dish to share. This will be another intergenerational and catechetical experience for the parish. We invite all ages to join each other for fellowship, crafting our palms,
teaching, and prayer. These palms are a sign of welcoming our Messiah into Jerusalem;
where he will be betrayed, falsely accused, and sent to the cross for our salvation. Let us,
with Jesus, look ahead toward Jerusalem and behold the Lamb of God who takes away the
sin of the world. If you have any questions, please contact Fr. Joe.

Easter Day is indeed a celebration! Jesus Christ is risen, and the
grave truly conquered! In this great event of Jesus’ physical resurrection, we once who were lost are now found, and we who were dead
are now alive. As part of our celebration, children are invited to participate in the Christ Church Anglican Easter Egg Hunt. This will be
held on Easter Day at 9:15 a.m. during Sunday School hour, outside
at the Whitefield Center. If there is rain, we will search for eggs in the
Wesley Wing. As a way to build intergenerational ministry, our youth
and youth assistants will prepare and participate in this event. We
hope all families can make this joyful experience!

Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, the Church recognizes His
ascension into heaven where He sits at the right hand of the Father. We
observe this feast day because the Ascension meets us where we are and
gives us hope for what is to come. The Church exists in the tension of the
already, not yet. We are already saved, justified, and forgiven but we still
face the terrible realities of sin, sickness, and death. In the Ascension, we
see Jesus going to be with the Father to pray for us in the already, but not
yet tension. As the Good Shepherd, He intercedes and advocates for His
sheep. Also, when we gather around the Lord’s Table, He lifts up our
hearts to the throne of His heavenly grace where we are participants of
His body and blood. Finally, the Ascension gives us hope for what is to
come. This same Jesus who ascended into heaven is coming again. He
will return to restore all things, and His Kingdom will fully reign on earth
as it is in heaven. While the feast always falls on a Thursday, we will observe it the night before on Wednesday, May
24th, at 5:45 p.m. We will gather for a parish dinner, catechetical teaching, and a simple Eucharist. If you have any
questions, please contact Fr. Joe.

We are 30 days away from The Tour! There is a real sense of
excitement in the Tour office: homes have been procured,
events have been scheduled and are being sold and some are
even sold out! Committee chairs are busy recruiting their volunteers, the poster is in its final review and Mollie White, our
dear Tour Director, is still saying “Hey, y’all, this is fun!!”
While considering
the article for this
newsletter, I thought
about writing “My 10
Favorite Things Concerning The Tour” or
“Ten Reasons Why
You Should Volunteer
For The Tour.” But
then that would be
heavily me and you
focused. The thing
about the Tour is that
it really isn’t about me,
or Diane, or Mollie, or
you. It’s about Jesus.
So here are Five
Theological Reasons
to Support the Tour:
1. Jesus practiced hospitality. Even though he chided his
mother that “My time has not yet come” (John 2:4), Jesus used
a wedding in Cana as his first miraculous sign by saving the
day. The host had run out of wine and the party was going
south. Even though he told his mother that this wasn’t his time,
his compassion for the host spurred him to action and he turned
the water into wine, and not just ordinary wine, but the very
best wine, thus saving the host’s reputation. Of course his true
motivation was that “He thus revealed his glory, and his
disciples put their faith in him.” John 2:11
2. God honored Abraham’s hospitality. After Abraham had
received God’s angels and fed them with his choicest bread,
calves, curds and milk, God revealed that Sarah would bear a
son. And thank goodness that Abraham was such a good host to
God’s angels, because we are all grafted into the family that
flowed through Abraham as a result of his obedience to God’s
call of hospitality! We can learn from Abraham’s example. He
didn’t provide simple refreshment to his visitors, but he brought
out the very best. He was moved to bless and in return was
blessed. This is what we experience when we offer our best to
our visitors: they are blessed and we in turn are blessed. We
then turn around and bless those who will benefit from the
financial gifts that flows from all that blessing! “A generous
man will prosper: he who refreshes others will himself be
refreshed.” Proverbs 11:25.

3. Jesus fed 5,000 men (and who knows how many women and
children!) with five loaves of bread and two fish. It was such a
success that he did it again, this time feeding 4,000 men (ditto
women and children) with seven fish and a few small loaves
(Matthew 14 and 15). When Jesus fed these people, he used
the disciples to do the actual distribution of the food. He could
have produced food in the lap of every man, woman and child
present. However, he chose to use his disciples as the means to
distribute the food. In a similar way, the Lord entrusts us to be
his hands and feet through the Tour of Homes. We serve the
people with hospitality which in turn allows us to bless the
needy.
4. “You are the light of the world…let your light shine before
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father
in heaven” (Matthew 5:18). God did not save us so that we
could gather together every Sunday and celebrate that “Yay!
We are saved!” and that would be the end of it. No, Jesus saved
us and then told us to go into the world and proclaim the good
news! One way of proclaiming the gospel is to live out our
lives so that the world can see us and want to know more about
the King we follow because our lives are so obviously blessed.
The Tour gives us the opportunity to show our visitors that we
are a loving community committed to serving our city with the
love of Jesus.
5. Finally (though there are an infinite number of reasons, there
is a finite space), Paul tells us in Ephesians “For we are God’s
workmanship created in Christ Jesus to do good works which
God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10). Jesus
exhorts us to love one another, care for one another, and to care
for the widows and the orphans. He sent us the Holy Spirit to
empower us to be able to do this. If you are in Christ, the Holy
Spirit lives in you and you are empowered to do these good
works! In these works you will find the happiness and peace
which flows from an obedient life. It really is amazing and the
Tour of Homes gives each one of us the opportunity to live out
the life that Christ has set before us.
I trust that these few Biblical lessons will feed your fervor to
help out the Tour of Homes. We need every member (and many
more!) to be involved and there are jobs suited for each one of
you. Please fill out your volunteer cards as soon as possible so
the committee chairs can contact you and get you assigned to a
job where your spiritual gifts will shine. This is the single
largest parish outreach and each penny that we raised is handed
back to our community.
If you absolutely cannot volunteer your time due to whatever
reason, please consider becoming a Friend of the Tour. Your
$50 contribution will earn you a spot in the guide book, a cool
button and a heart-felt thanks from the Tour leadership!
— Susan Moore, 2017 TOH Co-Chairman
PS: If there are special events that you want to attend, please
buy your tickets now!! Things are already selling out so don’t
be disappointed! Buy your tickets now!

The Board of The Women of Christ Church Anglican,
Inc. is recommending to the corporation’s members (all
women who are Church members) that the corporation
be legally dissolved and that the WCCA become a
ministry of CCA. The corporation’s only asset is a bank
account holding approximately $7,000, and it is anticipated that the WCCA (in its unincorporated form) will
still maintain and control the funds in that account. The
Board is recommending this change to avoid the annual
filing of tax returns and corporate reports. A vote will be
taken at meetings on Sunday, March 12th, right after both
the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services in the nave. If there
are any questions or concerns by any women of the
church, please contact Heather Ford, President of the
Board, at 912- 713- 8602, or Dottie Courington,
Treasurer, at 912-429-7928.
— Heather Ford, WCCA President

The Women of
CCA gathered for
their annual retreat
at Wesley Gardens in
mid-February with
special guest teacher
Maureen Ross Jones
from Ireland. For Such
a Time as This was the
retreat theme as she led
the ladies through the
book of Esther. It was
a wonderful time of
studying God’s word,
fellowship and renewal
for all attending! Many
thanks to Louise Mehl
and Claudia Thomas
for their leadership in
planning the retreat.
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Founders’ Day Recap

15

Fr. Marc’s 25th Anniversary

16

Annual Meeting
Larry Sprague is a native Savannahian who grew up at Christ Church, “marinated in the faith
while young” and whose faith grew stronger through the spiritual influence of his father. Larry is
a lawyer who works with those seeking Social Security disability which has taught him empathy
and given him a willingness to learn, set priorities and work as a team. Larry serves as both an
usher and has taught children’s Sunday School. He is married to Mary Ellen and they have three
grown children.
Richard James – Richard has been a member of CCA since 2009 and is eligible for re-election
to the vestry, having served as Parish Council Warden for the past two years. A 24-year Army
veteran, Richard has now opened his own dermatology practice. Born into and baptized in the
Episcopal Church, Richard’s faith has been strengthened by his marriage to Cindy, through the
birth of their children Kaitlyn, Meredith and Emily Grace and through struggle with family
illnesses. He acknowledges that his love of Jesus has flourished at CCA as he continues to
learn more about God’s will.

1.2 Communicant in Good Standing. The term “Communicant in Good Standing” means and refers to all
communicants of Christ Church who for the previous twelve (12) month period have been faithful in corporate
worship, unless for good cause prevented, and have been faithful in working, praying and giving for the spread of
the Kingdom of God. The determination whether a particular person is a Communicant in Good Standing shall be
made in the reasonable discretion of the Rector and both the Wardens, acting unanimously after solemn and prayerful
consideration. Such person shall have the right to appeal any such determination to the Vestry by filing a written
request for review thereof within thirty (30) days of written notification of such determination. The affirmative votes
of two-thirds of the Vestry members then serving shall be required to uphold such determination. The status of a
communicant may only be considered once in any twelve (12) month period.
1.9 Subscriber of Record. The term “Subscriber of Record” means and refers to one who contributes
financially, in more than a nominal amount, to support Christ Church and its programs, as reflected in the records
of the Parish. For purposes hereof, contributions in excess of $250.00 within the preceding twelve months shall be
deemed to be more than “nominal”. Communicants otherwise in good standing may in extreme circumstances
request a special pastoral exemption from this requirement which may be granted by the Rector and Wardens
acting unanimously.
1.10 Voting Member. The term “Voting Member” means and refers to those Members of the Parish who
are entitled to vote in any election or other matter coming before the Congregation. A Voting Member must (i) be a
Communicant in Good Standing, (ii) have attained the age of sixteen years, (iii) be a Subscriber of Record to the
expenses of the Parish, and (iv) hold, maintain and accede to the Historic Faith, Doctrine, Sacraments and Discipline
of the One Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the Lord has commanded in His Holy Word and as the same are
received and taught in the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Book of Common Prayer and Ordinal of 1662, and
in the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion.
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Parish Life Calendar
26

9:30 a.m.
11 a.m.
12 p.m.

28 5:45 p.m.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Hebron Hall

1

Noon &
6 p.m.

Holy Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes
Nave

2

11 a.m.

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall

3

6:30 p.m.

4
5

1

9 a.m.

WCCA Renew
Wesley Gardens

2

9 a.m.

Special Sunday School with the
Rev. Jerry & Stacey
Hebron Hall

Vestry/Council Gathering
James’ Home

5

5:45 p.m.

Parish Dinner & Palm Cross Making
Hebron Hall

9 a.m. –
3 p.m.

Vestry/Council Retreat Day
Forest City Gun Club

6

11 a.m.

9 a.m.

1st Sunday Breakfast
Commemoration of John and Charles
Wesley
Hebron Hall
Coffee & Conversation
Vesting Room

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall
Parish Council Meeting
Hebron Hall

9:45 p.m.
11

9 a.m. –
Noon

Confirmation Retreat
Wesley Gardens

12

2 a.m.
9 a.m. and
Noon
11 a.m.

Daylight Savings Begins
WCCA Meeting & Vote
Nave
Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall
Finance Committee Meeting
Hebron Hall

16

5:30 p.m.
21

The Sacrament of Baptism will be offered at the
Great Vigil of Easter on Saturday, April 15th,
at the 8 p.m. service. If you are interested in being
baptized or in having your child(ren) baptized,
please contact the church office at 912-355-7730
no later than Wednesday, March 29th.

Joint Worship Service
Annual Meeting
Nave
Hospitality
Hebron Hall

6 p.m.

23
5 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
24

9 p.m.

31

7 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
Hebron Hall
2017 Tour of Homes Begins
Church Tours
Tour of Homes Reception
Whitefield Center
Tour of Homes Opening Service
Nave
Tour of Homes Compline Service
Nave
Persecuted Church Gathering
Nave

6 p.m.
9

PALM SUNDAY

13

6:30 p.m.

MAUNDY THURSDAY
Eucharist, Foot-washing
& Stripping of the Altar
Nave

14

Noon &
6 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross
Nave

15

10 a.m.

Special Choir Rehearsal
Tucker Choir Room
HOLY SATURDAY
The Great Vigil of Easter
Nave

8 p.m.

16

8 a.m.
9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

17
20

Holy Eucharist (1928 BCP)
Nave
Easter Egg Hunt
Whitefield Center
Holy Eucharist (ACNA)
Nave
OFFICE CLOSED

11 a.m.
4 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall
Tour of Homes Board Meeting
Hebron Hall
Finance Committee Meeting
Hebron Hall

22

9 a.m.

Prayer Walk
Thomas Square Neighborhood

27

6 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
Hebron Hall

29

10 a.m.

Vivaldi Gloria Choir Rehearsal
Nave

30

10:30 a.m.

Vivaldi Gloria & Eucharist
Nave
Newcomers’ Lunch
Whitefield Center

12:30 p.m.

4

11 a.m.

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall

6

9 a.m.

WCCA Renew
Wesley Gardens

7

9 a.m.

1st Sunday Breakfast
Hebron Hall

11

6 p.m.

Parish Council Meeting
Hebron Hall

13
18

Youth Prep for Hospitality
11 a.m.
4 p.m.
5:30 p.m.

Isaiah 58 Ministries
Hebron Hall
Tour of Homes Board Meeting
Hebron Hall
Finance Committee Meeting
Hebron Hall

20

9 a.m.

Confirmation Retreat

21

10:30 a.m.

Welcome New Members

23

6 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
Hebron Hall

24

5:45 p.m.

Parish Dinner & Eucharist
Hebron Hall/Nave

29

MEMORIAL DAY
Office Closed

The deadline for the 2017 Pentecost Newsletter
is Monday, May 8, 2017.
Please submit all articles and
photographs to Joan Malley
at jmalley@ccasav.org.
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The Back Page
So, what’s it like to worship where you work?
This is a question that probably only those in ministry need to
answer. And answers vary. However, most people who work on a
church staff agree that Sunday, for the most part, is often more work
than worship.
Obviously, for clergy leading worship, preaching, or serving at
the altar, it’s part of their “job.” Some clergy give up trying to
“worship” per se and concentrate on their responsibilities. Others
try worshiping at one service so they can “work” the next. We have
clergy from area churches who attend our Compline service on
Sunday nights where they can worship without responsibilities or
distractions.
Lay staff, for the most part come to church on Sundays knowing
they will walk a fine line between worship, fellowship, and work.
Those in charge of ministries that only happen on Sundays (e.g.,
Sunday School) come prepared to handle all the logistics, teaching,
supervision and details that their jobs involve. Facilities workers
come prepared to do the chores associated with their positions that
are required on Sundays: setting up rooms, opening doors, sweeping
walkways. Administrative staff often come in with their own “hit”
list: “I will speak to so-and-so today about such-and-such because I
can’t reach them during the week (or they haven’t returned my call
or email….).” They hope to be able to get through an entire service
without interruption, but know they may be pulled aside at any
moment to handle any given situation.
All staff members approach the time after service with some
trepidation as they are often approached with requests that range
from “Hey, give me a call this week, I need to talk to you” to “My
mother died, please pray for me” to “Hey, I think we should start a
_______ ministry. You should look into that!” It is an honor to be in
such a position of trust and confidence. Unfortunately, unless a staff
member stops, pulls out their phone or calendar and makes a note,
the request or news may get lost between Sunday and Monday,
causing hard feelings for the parishioner and guilt for the staff
person who can’t remember if it was John, Joe, Sally or Betty who
made the request. Was it John or Joe whose mother died? Was it
Sally or Betty I was supposed to call? Sometimes the requests come
in so quickly it’s easy to get muddled.
How can you help? The church office keeps regular hours during
the week (Monday through Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Friday,
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.). If you need to speak to a staff person, please call!
You can leave a voicemail message if that person is out or if it’s
after hours. Email is great. All staff email addresses can be found
on our website (www.ccasav.org). Don’t wait until Sunday to try to
have a pastoral or lengthy discussion with clergy or other staff as
they may be distracted by their other responsibilities. Don’t be
offended if you do approach them on a Sunday and they ask you
to call or email in order to make sure they don’t forget. A quick
word is one thing (followed up by an email or phone call!), a
discourse or monopolizing any one person can cause difficulties.
Most importantly, help your staff by reaching out to others during
hospitality as they are trying to do. Seek out the visitor, someone
you don’t know, the person you know is hurting, or someone you
haven’t seen for a while.

Our new baptismal font
was introduced to the
congregation on Sunday,
January 22, 2017. We are
thankful to Bob and Joanie
Smith for contributing to
this project “in abounding
love to celebrate new believers and in thanksgiving for
60 years of marriage.”
Mr. Donald Thiedt, who
designed and crafted our
communion rails, the risers
for the lectern and altar
table, the candle stand
boxes, the oak rail caps on
the handrails in the nave,
the Hebron Hall cabinet
and reconfigured all the
IPC pews, has written the
following letter explaining
how he crafted this beautiful
font:
To the Members of Christ Church Anglican,
It has been my honor to design and fabricate this baptismal font
for your use. The basic shape was derived from some old photographs of one which was original to your sanctuary.
To help make the “new one” fit with the original furnishings, it
has been constructed of wood salvaged from the church pews which
were cut down to provide a center aisle.



The pedestal is quarter-sawn white oak which is found in the
pew backs.



The top cover is fabricated from the pew seat and is sweet gum
wood.



All of the moldings are from the top rail of the seat backs.



The small molding at the bottom of the base was made in my
shop from lumber from the pews.



The only parts which are made of “new” material are some
structural panels found inside the pedestal.

Once again, thank you for this opportunity to aide in your
worship and know that I count this as one of the blessings that God
has bestowed on me.
Fondly,
Donald A. Thiedt
Note: Mr. Thiedt is now working to design and craft a riser for
the pulpit. We are most thankful for his artistic talent and beautiful
craftsmanship. Thanks also to Russ MacDonald for this photo.
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