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Cover Artwork
Many thanks to CCA member Kayron Stevens for
the lovely artwork of our new church home.

CCA Annual Meeting Notice
Our annual meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
February 22, 2015, at 9:15 AM. We will elect
four new Vestry members and hear reports from
the church leadership. See page 19 for more information.

Baptisms to be Offered
Baptisms will be offered on Saturday evening,
April 4, (Easter Vigil) and on Sunday morning,
May 31 (Trinity Sunday). If you or your child(ren)
wish to receive the sacrament of baptism on either
of these dates, please contact the church office
(912-355-7730) at least two weeks in advance, in
order to schedule an appointment for instruction.

Parish Register
New Members
 Jerry and Beccy Reeves
 Carl and Debby Smith
Baptism
 Finn Daniel Cox on January 11, 2015
Congratulations to;
 Jennie and Alec Ridley on the birth of Hamilton
Thomas Ridley on November 25, 2014
 Blair and David Kawa on the birth of Oliver Campbell
on November 29, 2014
 Karen Cooper on the publication of her first book, A
Light Shining in the Darkness. It tells the story of
God’s healing and restoration in her life. Her experience speaks volumes about how God can transform
even the most broken life. The book is available online
at Amazon and Barnes and Noble.
 Lynn Tootle on his selection as a member of the 2015
Generation Next: Savannah’s Rising Stars of Business.
This honor comes from Business in Savannah (BiS)
and Savannah magazine, two publications which have
partnered to profile the area’s under-40 leaders who
have distinguished themselves by their professional
achievements and philanthropic service within
Savannah and the Coastal Empire.
We send expressions of our sympathy to those who have
recently lost loved ones:
 Diane Saturday and family for the death of Joey on
November 26, 2014
 Barbara Dunn and family for the death of John on
November 29, 2014
 Betty Myers and family for the death of Allan on
December 17, 2014
 Keith, Alice Beth and Holland Pynn for the death of
Katie on January 1, 2015
 Catherine Thomas and family for the death of Connie
Cann on January 7, 2015
 Michael Pilgrim for the death of Alethia on January 27,
2015
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Announcements
CHILDREN’S NATIVITY SERVICE
An informal Eucharist and Children's Nativity service was held on December 23, 2014. Following the service, a
reception was held in the Fellowship Hall. This was a great way for families to gather in fellowship to celebrate the
birth of Jesus!

Photos: Top row, L-R—Abby and Bob White , William Bass and Hudson Welch, George Kelly (grandson of Scott
and Beth Glass)
Bottom row, L-R—the entire ensemble, lots of refreshments at the reception
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2020 Bull Street Update
Procession from IPC January 25, 2015

First Sunday in Our New Home
February 1, 2015
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2020 Bull Street Update
Renovation News
Faithful servant Betty Morris
in Fr. Marc’s future office

Refinished altar table and re-table

The new Sacristy/Flower Room

Above: Grady Nickles and Billy McGinley
placing the pews
Below: 37th Street Worship Entrance

Many thanks to Tom
Cooper for so many
wonderful parish photos
used throughout this
issue!

A room in the Wesley Wing
gets a coat of paint

Watch the Sunday bulletins and read the weekly email blast for information
about upcoming work days. There’s still a lot of work to do to make our new
house a home!
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Children’s Ministry
Nursery:

Change is in the Air
I am grateful to have had the opportunity to work for
and with the children and families at our church for the
last 6 ½ years and am happy to pass this same opportunity
on to others so that they can think creatively and lovingly
about our ministry to children. I have been encouraged to
see the gifts of lay leaders flourishing since I have announced my transition and feel this affirms my decision
that it is time to pass the torch to others. Of note is Blair
Kawa’s design work. When asked to help with the design
of the children’s spaces in the basement, she didn’t just
choose pleasing wall colors; rather, she went beyond and
has developed a design concept that is rooted in Scripture,
connects the children’s spaces to each other, and is both
interesting and meaningful. Thus, I am hopeful that these
ministry spaces will be a physical reflection of our investment of our time and energy into our children.
I am also hopeful that this kind of thoughtful intentionality will permeate our ministry to children as we
share with them the good news of God’s grace to us in
Christ. As of February 1, the individuals that Father Marc
refers to as “The Magnificent 7” haven taken over the
specific ministries of Nursery, Little Church, and Sunday
School. These ladies will work under Fr. Marc and are
eager to serve our children and their families! I am grateful for this team of seven and have already been inspired
by their energy and giftedness as they step up to lead
these ministries. I would humbly encourage you to say
“yes” if you are able should they ask you to come alongside them to serve—even if it may seem like a small contribution from your end—or possibly even, “How can I
serve the children?”. This takes a team of both leaders and
supporters. I look forward to jumping in with you, now as
a volunteer, as we together continue to invest in “the least
of these...” Thank you for your support, encouragement,
and especially for your investment in our children over
these last several years. God bless you.
Gratefully,
Meg Welch

Mary Pitcher retired from a 40-year career in education in June, 2010 and moved
with her husband, Fred, to South Carolina.
They have three children; the oldest is in
the process of relocating from Hawaii to
The Hague. The other two live in Boston.
She enjoys anything fitness related, gardening, cooking, and is a member of the
social committee at Hampton Pointe. She joined CCA
four years ago and has been with the Nursery Committee
for three of them, as well as serving as a First Caller.
Abbie Sprunger is wife to Micah and
mother to Elliana (2) and Eden (9
months). She's a stay-at-home-mom, as
well as an author/writer
(www.unsteadysaint.com) who enjoys tea
and learning about being made in God’s
image.
Sarah Nussbaum is a stay at home
mother of three children: Emily (9),
Noah (6), and Sydney (3). Her husband, Frederick Nussbaum, is the Executive Chef of The Oglethorpe Club.
They have lived here in the Savannah
area for eight years now. She has been
going to CCA for two years and has
volunteered in the nursery for one year. She has been a
Girl Scout leader for three years and has been homeschooling her son for a year.
" ursing infants gurgle choruses about you;
N
toddlers shout the songs
That drown out enemy talk,
and silence atheist babble."
Psalm 8:2 (The Message)

The wee ones of CCA are “gurgling choruses” of gladness to be in our new home at 2020. There will be rooms
designated for 0-2 and 2-4 year olds, hosting themes of
seeds and shining God's light. We are thrilled to pour
God's love into these little souls!
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Children’s Ministry
Little Church (formerly called “Children’s Church”):
Susanne Evangelista grew up in Marietta, Ga and moved to Atlanta for college,
where she graduated from Georgia State
University in 2010 with a B.S. in music
business. After teaching piano and nannying, she married Robert in 2011 and
they moved to Boston. Their son, Archer,
was born in 2012 and they moved to Savannah the following year. They have been at CCA since
August 2013 and Susanne stays at home with Archer full
time.
Little Church is a time for kids age 5 through 3rd grade
to learn about the Gospel together through a mix of
songs, object lessons, Bible stories, fun activities, and
creative expressions. The kids are gathered and sent out
for Little Church during the 10:30 a.m. service and return
in time for communion. We're about to start a great new
book in February which will last a full year! I'm excited
for the kids to continue learning about the church calendar throughout each season.
littlecca.blogspot.com

facebook.com/littlecca

Children’s Sunday School:
Cindy James has been attending Christ
Church Anglican since 2009. She is married to Richard and they have three
daughters: Kaitlyn (19), Meredith (17),
and Emily Grace (5). Cindy will be coordinating the lesson material and teachers
for our children’s Sunday School hour.
Originally from Monroe, Georgia,
Lindsay Bass found her way to Savannah after marrying Savannah native, Jimbo Bass. They have three
children: Sarah Katherine (12),
James (10), and William (5). Lindsay works with children as a SpeechLanguage Pathologist. The Bass
family recently joined Christ Church
Anglican and Lindsay is excited to oversee the music for
our weekly children’s Sunday School gathering.

Emily Stubbs is the wife of Joe T.
Stubbs. They have three daughters: Ella
(14), Eliza (10), and Greta (6). She has
been a member of Christ Church since
childhood. She and Joe T. returned from
Atlanta in 2004 and became active, fulltime members in 2006. The Stubbs family
lives downtown and enjoys all that this
lifestyle has to offer, especially family
walks to Forsyth and Sundays at Leopold’s! Emily has
been involved in our Children’s Ministry for the last nine
years and will be working to coordinate our Sunday
School breakout sessions that support each week’s lesson.
This spring our elementary school children will have the
opportunity to prepare for 1st communion through a series of teachings on Redemptive History. What is the
overarching theme of Scripture? How do the events in the
Old Testament find fulfillment in the events of the New
Testament? How does this all relate to the sacraments we
partake in each week? Katie Beaumont will explore these
ideas with our children during the Sunday School hour as
they prepare to take this step of faith and join the with the
community of saints who are fed by this feast each week.
1st Communion will take place on Sunday, March 8th.
Any questions regarding participation may be directed to
Father Layne.
*This teaching will include ALL elementary children,
even if they will not be receiving First Communion in
March, as it will provide them with a helpful framework
for seeing Scripture as a whole with its culmination in
Jesus.

Easter Egg Hunt
Our annual children’s Easter
Egg Hunt will be held during
the Sunday School hour (9:1510:15 a.m.) on Easter Sunday
on the Whitefield Center lawn.
Friends, grandchildren, cousins,
neighbors welcome!! More
details to come.
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Introducing
I suspected that Chris Kohut’s
introduction to Christ Church
involved music, and he confirmed
it. About 8 years ago, he was
visiting a fellow lutist, Robert
Cooper, who lives near Mark
Williams when Mark heard
Chris’ musical talent and invited
him to participate in Compline.
Chris started playing at Compline, then attended a Sunday
morning service and brought
Ellen (whom he calls “Ellie”) into the Christ Church fold.
He and Ellie will celebrate their 40th wedding anniversary
in May and have had a most interesting journey from
New Jersey and New York to Savannah and Christ
Church, via California.
Chris grew up in Princeton, New Jersey. At age nine,
he was an altar boy and chorister at All Saints Episcopal
Church. He also sang with the prestigious Columbus
Boychoir. Chris traveled to Italy with the choir at a very
young age on the Queen Mary and the Queen Elizabeth,
and remembers celebrating his 11th birthday on board one
of those luxury liners. After high school, Chris was introduced to a local Campus Life group where he was precipitously saved after watching the silent epic film, The King
of Kings, produced by Cecil B. DeMille. That 1927 film
brought home the truth that Christ had died for him. (I’ll
be looking for it on Netflix.)
Chris was baptized in a small group fellowship and
set off for a Bible college in the Adirondacks where he
met and married Ellie, who was also a student at the college. Together they began planting churches in New
York, Atlanta and California. For six years, Chris was the
pastor of a small non-denominational church in California
and he and Ellie took on a passionate pro-life ministry,
packing the doors of abortion clinics in the Bay Area as
they worked to save the lives of the unborn. They served
jail time for trespassing on clinic property and lived out
their ministry by adopting two children, Samuel and Sarah, to add to their family which already included children Eve and Justin. Eventually, the Kohuts were called
to pastor a home church in Savannah which had closed by
the time Chris ran into Mark Williams.
You have all heard Chris play his unusual instru-

HERO: His wife, Ellie, whom he describes as “the
best part of me”
FAVORITE SCRIPTURE: Job 19:25-27
ALWAYS IN HIS FRIDGE: Horseradish sauce; hot
peppers (home grown) and fresh beet juice

ments: the lute, the Irish flute and the fife. He doesn’t
build instruments but he likes to modify them. He is a
mainstay in the Folk Group; he also plays the piano and
cello but is modest about his music theory capabilities.
He claims to play mostly by ear. Chris plays for many
weddings and usually encourages the brides to “invite
Jesus to the wedding” suggesting perhaps “O the deep,
deep love of Jesus”, which he plays so beautifully. I’ve
often seen Chris strumming his unique instruments outside the Gallery Espresso, a sort of crossroads in the
downtown area, and conversing with the tourists and
locals who are drawn to the music.
Chris has great admiration for Father Marc and
Father Layne, as he remembers his own days of preparing
sermons and delivering them with the gravitas they
deserve and require. In those days he had to stay in God’s
Word in order to shepherd his flock. Today he stays in
the Word by reading and studying with Ellie. As to the
journey of CCA in the last few years, Chris sees God’s
leading the way as “fearsome.” He knows that the challenges of the changes at CCA are not over but he is confident that God continues to know the plan.
Dottie Courington

Who will be in our next
issue?
This photo should give you
a hint!
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Youth/Campus Ministry
Youth Winter Retreat
February 20 –22, 2015
Growing Young
We all live in a fallen world. It is a wonderful, amazing world, but it is also a terrible,
tragic world. As long as we are passing
through life on this planet, we will experience
these two realities. But the great news of the
Gospel is that one day, we will leave this fallen world and be brought to the place we belong through the blood of Jesus shed for us.
This weekend, we will look at the longing
in every Christian heart...to be Home with our
Heavenly Father, free from the sin that so easily entangles and the pains of this life.
Come as we ask the question, “Are we
wasting away, or are we being renewed day by
day?” Our speaker for this retreat will be CCA
member Chip Welch!
This retreat is sponsored by Grace Church
of the Islands (GCI) and CCA Student Ministries. We’ll leave at 4 p.m., Friday, February
20, from GCI and will return to GCI at 4 p.m.
on Sunday, February 22. We’ll be traveling to
and from the retreat in 12 passenger vans and
we’ll be staying in the Little Ocmulgee State
Park Lodge in hotel rooms. The cost is $100,
which includes two nights in the lodge, meals,
conference materials, transportation and a
T-shirt. To secure your spot, turn in your $50
deposit by Wednesday, February 18. Everyone
needs to fill out a 2015 medical release form in
case of an emergency. You can pick up these
forms at youth meetings or in the church office.
YOU MUST HAVE AN AMR ON FILE TO
GO ON THIS TRIP.
For more information and to sign up for the
retreat, please contact Robert Evangelista,
CCA Youth & Campus Minister, at 617-5712906 or revangelista@ccasav.org.

Whit’s End Gallery Exhibit
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Why Do We Do That?
What is Ash Wednesday?
Editor’s Note: This column appears in each issue
and is intended to help explain various Anglican
traditions to the newcomer and may serve as a
“refresher course” for the “oldcomer.” If you have
a question for this column, please submit it to the
church office or email jmalley@ccasav.org.

day or wipe them off when leaving the church.
The power of Ash Wednesday is not the outward
sign, but the inner attitude of the heart. Ash Wednesday
provides us an opportunity to face own death, while yet
affirming the hope of the resurrection in Christ Jesus our
Lord.
— Marc Robertson

Ash Wednesday is the beginning of the season of
Lent, the forty days prior to Easter. These forty days parallel our Lord’s forty days of fasting in the wilderness
and form a season of self-examination, repentance, and
fasting. While Christians are certainly encouraged to fast
on a regular basis, Lent is a time of special and extended
fasting in preparation for the great Feast of the Resurrection.
Ash Wednesday is a solemn day of reflection that
focuses on our mortality. It recalls the words of Genesis
3:19, “… remember you are dust, and to dust you shall
return.” As part of the observance of Ash Wednesday,
ashes are placed upon the forehead of the worshipper as a
reminder of his/her mortality, and that one day we will all
face the end of our lives. Yet even at the grave, we shall
know the redeeming grace of God in Christ.
The “imposition of ashes,” the sign of the cross made
on the forehead of the worshipper with ashes from palms
burned from the previous year’s Palm Sunday worship, is
an ancient practice that goes back to the first centuries
after our Lord’s death and resurrection, but did not become a widespread practice until the 10th century. Most
of the English Reformers (1500’s) discouraged the practice, as they thought it was contrary to our Lord’s teaching in Matthew 6:16, 17 where Jesus chided the hypocrites for “disfiguring their faces.” Instead, when fasting,
Jesus encouraged His followers to “anoint your head and
wash your face.”
Nevertheless, repentance is often accompanied by
“sackcloth and ashes” (see 2 Samuel 13:19; Esther 4:1;
Job 2:8; and Daniel 9:3). Therefore, it is most likely a
matter of personal conscience whether one wishes to
keep the ashes on one’s forehead for the remainder of the

Ash Wednesday services will be
held on Wednesday, February 18,
at 12 Noon and 6 p.m.
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From the Rector
Off the Top of My Head … From the
Bottom of My Heart
The singer Andy Williams popularized the Christmas
song, “It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” back in
1963. However, I believe Williams had it wrong. The
most wonderful time of the year, at least for me, is the
season of Lent.
Lent is the season of forty days prior to Easter when
Christians throughout the world follow our Lord’s fasting
in the wilderness with their own disciplines of fasting.
Fasting is often considered the taking away of certain
things in our life (like certain foods or television or computers or sugar). However, the biblical notion of fasting is
not only an act of denial, but also an act of taking on
something for our benefit and the benefit of those around
us. In Matthew 23:23, Jesus criticizes the Pharisees, not
for tithing “mint and dill and cumin,” but for not taking
on the responsibilities of “justice and mercy and faithfulness.”
As a practical matter, I would encourage you to fast
from something in your life that is a distraction, with a
view toward keeping a clearer focus on Christ and His
will for your life. In addition, I would encourage you to
take on a simple discipline that will shape your character,
contribute to our local or global community, or extend the
kingdom of God. So, for example, you might deny yourself that weekly trip to Starbucks, and in addition give the
extra money you save to missions. You might deny yourself an hour of TV per night, but then take that hour to
memorize and meditate on Holy Scripture.
Toward the end of Lent is Holy Week, also known as
Passion Week. This is a powerful time when Christians
observe the last days of our Lord. The great focus for Holy Week is the Triduum, which is the last three days of the
week. Maundy Thursday often focuses on the Last Supper, either with a special service of Communion (we often
present an “Instructed Eucharist” on Maundy Thursday to
teach and remind ourselves of the importance of this Sacred Meal) or with the powerful ceremony of footwashing (which we will do this year for the first time in
several years). Good Friday is the observance of the death
of our Lord Jesus on the Cross. No Communion is offered
on this day, but Solemn Collects and sermon are presented. The Triduum ends with the Great Vigil of Easter,

which takes place on the Saturday before Easter Sunday.
This is the oldest known form of Christian worship, and it
is a powerful journey from the repentance and selfexamination of Lent into the joy and light of Easter, all in
the same service!
I strongly encourage all Christ Church Anglican worshippers to observe the Triduum. It is a powerful experience of the Gospel, and brings even greater joy and hope
to our celebration of our Risen Lord on Easter Morning.
— Fr. Marc

A Word of Thanks to Meg Welch
Meg Welch has stepped down as of January 31, 2015,
as our Children’s Ministries Coordinator. Though this has
been a part-time position, Meg has thrown herself into
this ministry with joy and energy for many years, and
many of our children have reaped the benefit of her
loving service.
Meg always brought a smile to her ministry and a
positive spirit to every task before her. Her joy was infectious and you could not be around Meg long without
absorbing some of the Joy of Christ that simply shone
through her smile, her voice, and her actions.
While I will miss Meg in her position of ministry, I
am grateful that she, Chip and her children will be with us
as a part of our congregation. Meg and her entire family
have been a delightful gift of God to all of us here at
Christ Church Anglican.
Thank you, Meg!
— Fr. Marc, on behalf of the entire parish at CCA
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Community Groups
Loving — Learning — Liturgy — Serving
Why Is Christian Community Important?
We all need community to become
fully human. God
said before the fall:
“It is not good for
man to be alone.”
Why? Adam was
lonely not because
he was imperfect; he
was lonely because
he was perfect. He
was created in God’s
image, the image of a Triune God; One God where
Father, Son and Holy Spirit live in Community. And God
wired Adam perfectly for community. God has wired us
in such a way that we cannot be what He created us to be
unless we too live in community.
Therefore, we need community for three reasons:
1. We need community to Grow. We grow in Christ’s
likeness primarily in community, not in classes. Classes
are essential for conveying truth and content, but real and
lasting change comes within the context of Christian community. Jesus and his disciples lived together, they ate
together, and they experienced life together. Jesus modeled for his followers what it means to love God and love
neighbor, and it is always done in the context of community. Community allows us to “look over the shoulders”
of mature Christians as they accept people who are different, as they grieve the death of a loved one, as they handle
unemployment, resolve conflicts, and grow old in grace.
We need to live in community so that the gospel can penetrate our lives and be passed on to the next generation.
2. We need community to Serve. The quality of our
community is the real secret to finding our calling in life.
God has given each of us gifts—special abilities and
skills—to serve him in the world and in the church. But
how do we discern what our gifts are and how to best employ them in service to God and to others? We discern our
gifts by living in a community of believers where we can
discuss our passions, test our gifts, and be encouraged,
counseled and prayed for by those who know us.

3. We need community to Witness. “A city on the hill
cannot be hidden.” The quality of our corporate life is our
witness to the world. Jesus prays in John 17:23, “May
they be brought to complete unity to let the world know
that you sent me and have loved them even as you have
loved me.” Our unity in community is the main way
people, who do not yet know God, come to believe His
gospel.”
How Can We Become A Christian Community?
We become a Christian Community in two ways:
1. We become a Christian Community by Preaching
the Gospel to One Another. Christian community is a gift
that is received through the Gospel. In Ephesians 4, we
are commanded to “maintain the spirit of unity,” not
establish it. Christ has already established it through His
cross and His Spirit. We are ushered into this unity the
moment we believe in Christ. It is a gift that is received
but it is also a gift that is cultivated. We will cultivate
Christian Community by continually reminding one another of the Gospel—we are far more sinful than we ever
dared imagine, but in and through Jesus we are far more
loved than we ever dared dream.
2. We become a Christian Community by Devoting
Ourselves to One Another. Christian community is cultivated as people believe the Gospel and in response devote
themselves to the Lord and one another. When Luke describes the early Christian Community, he says immediately after believing the Gospel “they devoted themselves…to the fellowship” (Acts 2:42). The word
“devoted” means they “set as a priority” or “committed
to” spending significant time with one another (Loving).
They ate together in their homes, discussed God's Word
(Learning), worshipped and prayed (Liturgy), and
shared their resources with one another (Serving). That's
why the basic building block of Christ Church Anglican
will be our Community Groups—small groups that meet
to experience Christ's presence in community. The
promised result: “a city on the hill which cannot be
hidden” (look at Acts 2:47). 1
— Fr. Layne
1

Based on the Values of Harbor City Church, San Diego, CA
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Music Ministry
Georg Friedrich Händel

MESSIAH
(1742)
A Sacred Oratorio
Sunday, March 15 (10:30 a.m. worship)
Christ Church Anglican Parish Choir and Orchestra
ABOUT HANDEL’S MESSIAH
George Friedrich Handel's Messiah is more often than not referred to as The Messiah although it should simply
be called Messiah. Handel's Messiah was intended as a thought-provoking work for Easter and Lent, but has become even more of a Christmas time tradition. On Sunday, December 11, 2011, (our final Sunday worshipping on
Johnson Square) we offered the Advent portion of MESSIAH with choir and orchestra. This Lent, we will offer The
Passion section of Handel’s great work in a fine and historic new Christ Church Anglican. The Lord be praised!
In the summer of 1741 Handel, at the peak of his musical prowess but depressed and in debt, began setting
Charles Jennens' Biblical libretto to music at his usual breakneck speed. In just 24 days, Messiah was complete.
Tradition has it that Handel wrote the piece while staying as a guest at Jennens' country house (Gopsall Hall) in
Leicestershire, England. The great work was premiered during the following season, in the spring of 1742, as part
of a series of charity concerts to local hospitals for the mentally ill. The premiere happened on April 13 at the
Music Hall in Dublin, and Handel led the performance from the harpsichord.
The work is a presentation of Jesus's life and its significance. The name of the oratorio is taken from the
Abrahamic concept of the Messiah ("the anointed one"). Messiah is divided into three parts which address specific
events in the life of Christ. Part One is primarily concerned with the Advent and Christmas stories. Part Two chronicles Christ's passion, resurrection, ascension, and the evangelization to the world of the Christian message. Part
Three is based primarily upon the events chronicled in the Book of Revelation.
Interestingly, Messiah became so popular during the 19th century, musicians began making their performances
larger than Handel had intended by writing parts for added instruments and bringing in larger amounts of performers, unfortunately, losing the core of the original work. On March 15, we will be offering Handel’s Messiah more
closely to it’s original scope and form with 40 singers and an orchestra of 10-12 players in a parish church of appropriate size for a Baroque sacred work.
About today's Messiah—Since its debut, there have been many versions of Messiah. Handel himself reworked and edited his score countless times to fit the needs and abilities of his performers. While the true original
is lost in a sea of variations, The Passion portion of Messiah that our Parish Choir will offer is as close to the original as music historians can agree upon. I hope that you and your family will make a point to join us in worship on
Sunday, March 15, at the 10:30 a.m. service for the offering of this most powerful and moving work during the
Lenten season. Please do come, and bring a friend!
— Mark K. Williams (Parish Musician)
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The Whitefield Center
Whitefield Center Update
VITA Site: The
Whitefield Center is
now a certified IRS
Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA)
Site. We opened our
doors on January 20th
and will stay open
through February. As
you may remember,
our objective is to keep more money in the pockets of the
working poor. The training was rigorous and stretched
the brains of some of us old folks, but was done in an
excellent fashion. Thanks to the 12 volunteers (10 from
CCA) who are now IRS certified! Our tax preparation
service is also helping us identify candidates for our GED
and Workforce Development Programs.
Education: The Whitefield Center has merged its GED
Program into an expanded program led by a Savannah
Christian Church couple, the Floods. Hope Academy at
the Whitefield Center is a personalized path of education
and mentorship for success in any area of life a student
might choose. The Academy focuses on the educational
needs of adults to expand their worldview and to help
them achieve God’s purpose for their life. Each prospective student is assessed on
academic ability, learning
style, career preference,
and, if necessary, learning
disabilities and attention
differences. These assessments will help to determine whether it is best for
the student to follow the
High School diploma path
or to complete a GED exam. The Whitefield Center will be the home for Hope
Academy and we will provide some of the teachers. Savannah Christian Church will provide the Educational
Resources needed. The Floods will also provide the assessment service for our Workforce Development candidates making this is a very good fit for us.

A new Finance for Life course started for 2nd semester
seniors at Savannah High and a similar program for Fresh
Start Academy middle school students continues at East
Broad Elementary.
These programs teach
basic personal
finance,
saving and
investing,
workforce
preparedness,
etiquette and
interviewing skills. We have over a dozen CCA volunteers (and could use more) tutoring elementary students
at our new Charter School in Thomas Square and additional Whitefield volunteers tutoring students at Gadsden
Elementary. Contact Steve Dantin to get involved
(sdantin@
whitefieldfoundation.edu or
912-484-8843).

Outreach: We have a number of CCA Volunteers participating in the Women’s Bible Study and others providing
food to residents of Williams Court. Our program to assist residents with keeping up with their medical and other needs at Williams Court is about to launch as well as a
men’s Bible study. We are in discussion with the Director
of Sisters Court to expand these programs next door to
their residents. Volunteers will be the limiting factor, so
if you have a call to be involved in any of these ministries
please contact: Ramona Petersen (Ramona@
whitefieldfoundation.edu or 214-929-2870) or Kayron
Stevens (Kayron1947@gmail.com or 912-344-6600).
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The Whitefield Center
Renovation: We have begun the renovation of the
Whitefield Center and have contracted Sottile & Sottile
as our Architects and Stephen Lufburrow as our General
Contractor. What we have accomplished so far is carpeting and adding some additional electronic equipment to
classroom #1 and painting, carpeting, installing handrails

and child guard gates to classroom #2 which will double
for Child Care when we have family events at the Center.
We did not have any major expenditure planned for the
kitchen until the end of the renovation, however some
kitchen equipment donations by a CCA parishioner have
encouraged us to spend some installation dollars to provide more functionality to this space. This work should
start in February.

Major repair and renovation will start soon on the exterior
of the Center. Once complete, we will paint the building
(our architects and Design Team Members will vet the
color). The next major project (as funds are available)
will be to remove the walk-in cooler and use that space
for a much needed Women’s restroom on the first floor.
The small bathroom will also be renovated and used as
the Men’s restroom.

Renovation Funding: We were successful in getting
another grant from the Chatham Foundation which will
come to us over three years. To date the Whitefield
Foundation has raised $105,000 for renovation of the
Whitefield Center all from outside foundations. We are
probably looking at a three year process to raise the total
capital needed to complete the Center Renovation. Our
plan is to do projects incrementally as we are successful
in raising outside capital from foundations. After the
bathroom project on the main floor, we will move to the
2nd floor and begin constructing additional classroom and
meeting spaces.
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WCCA News
The Women of Christ Church Anglican look forward
to the opportunities this new year will open up for us as
we move into our new church building and the Thomas
Square Community.

In November 2014, we sponsored a Silent Auction which
raised over $6,000 for the Kitchen Renovation project at
2020 Bull Street
and we eagerly wait
for the kitchen to be
up and running, not
only for use by our
church family but
for the opportunity
to serve the needy
with a weekly meal
and the love of
Jesus.

In January, we began several women’s Bible studies.
Please contact the leader listed below if you would like to
participate:
 Monday nights: Beth Moore study “Children of the
Day” – Contact Ann Hallock
 Wednesday nights: Young Women’s Bible Study –
Contact Liz Albert
 Thursday mornings/Thursday nights: book study,
The Calvary Road – Contact Ellen Kohut
The week of March 24, 2015,
begins our 80th Tour of
Homes and Gardens!! Eighty
years of opening doors in
Savannah has provided
numerous ways for us to “give
back” to our community. The
Tour of Homes is a year-long
effort. It is hard work! In Acts
20:35, Paul says, “In everything I did, I showed you that
by this kind of hard work we
must help the weak, remembering the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ who said ‘it is
more blessed to give than to
receive.’” The Tour of Homes provides a way for us to
serve our community and the world with the love of Jesus. It is what we are called to do. I invite you all to get
involved with the tour and especially ask you to pray for
the Tour, for Mollie White (our 2015 Chairwoman) and
for the many people whose lives it will touch. For more
information on ways you can volunteer, please contact
the Tour of Homes office at 234-8054.
In His Name,
Debbie Webb, WCCA President
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Tour of Homes
80th Annual Savannah Tour of Homes & Gardens, March 26—29, 2015
The Savannah Tour of Homes & Gardens is a mission of the Women of Christ Church Anglican. Started in
1935, we are thrilled to be celebrating our 80th anniversary this spring!
In celebration of our 80th year, our
“Ruby Jubilee” anniversary, we are
honoring some very special past
chairs for their continued dedication
to the Tour of Homes and Christ
Church Anglican: Ashby Angell,
Alice Clark, Betty Morris, and Mary
Waddell. These special ladies were
recently recognized at CCA’s Tour of
Homes Sunday, and we will also be
holding a fabulous gala in their honor
the Saturday of Tour weekend, from
6 – 9 p.m. Please consider joining us
for this very special “Ruby Jubilee”
celebration, to include dinner and live
music in the gorgeous GreenMeldrim House (black tie optional).
L-R,, Past Tour Chairs and the year they served: Mary Waddell (1985), Betty Morris (1970), and Ashby Angell (1976). Alice Clark
(1981) was unable to be present.

There are many ways to support the Tour. A few years ago, we introduced a Friends of the Tour giving level
to offer individuals and dear friends a way to support the Tour with a financial gift. In recognition of the 80th anniversary of the event, the 2015 Friends of the Tour contribution is $80. Of course, all proceeds are returned to the
recipient organizations of the Tour of Homes & Gardens. Gifts may be made in the name of an individual, a family,
a company, and new this year is the ability to make your donation “in honor of” or “in
memory of” a loved one. Please contact Laura McCarthy, our new Tour Director, at
the Tour office at (912) 234-8054 or Laura@savannahtourofhomes.org if you would
like to become a Friend of the Tour.
This volunteer-driven mission has been
an inspiration to many! We invite each
of you to consider becoming a part of it,
and on behalf of the Advisory Board,
and the many individuals and organizations benefitting from monies raised by
the Tour - a special THANK YOU for
the legacy of your time and talents willingly shared with the Savannah Tour of
Homes & Gardens over the years.
2014 TOH Co-Chairs Eden Combes, Gay Park and Dottie
Courington were recognized on Tour of Homes Sunday.

Wray Williamson reveals the 2015 TOH poster artwork..
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Special Events
First Communion Preparation Class
and Seder

Registration begins on Sunday, February 22nd. Contact Fr.
Layne with any questions or with offers to assist (912-3557730, ext. 203, or lhansen@ccasav.org).

MERE ANGLICANISM CONFERENCE
REPORT: THE CHRISTIAN RESPONSE
TO SECULARISM
Mere Anglicanism, an annual conference held in
Charleston, South Carolina, is designed to help clergy and
lay leaders develop a strong, robust, and intellectually satisfying faith, so we can once again effectively speak to our
culture in a way that deserves a hearing. This year’s conference (January 22 – 24, 2015) was centered on the theme
“Salt and Light: the Christian Response to Secularism.”
Over 850 participants gathered to hear some of the leading
If you would like to grow in your understanding of the
Christian writers and theologians of the 21st Century, folks
Eucharist and of our Jewish heritage, please make plans to
attend the First Communion Preparation class on Saturday, like Bishop N.T. Wright, Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali, Os
Guiness and Alister McGrath, among others.
March 7, from 9 – 11 a.m. We will enjoy an abbreviated
Jewish Passover Seder and then move into the Nave to
The conference began Thursday evening with Choral
connect the Passover to the Eucharist.
evensong at Cathedral Church of St. Luke and St. Paul. On
This First Communion Preparation class is offered for
the following:
Children in 2nd through 5th grades – This class is the
final component of our children’s First Communion
preparation that has taken place during the Sunday School
hour. Children will receive their First Communion on
Sunday, March 8th, at the 10:30 a.m. service. Any child
who plans to receive First Communion on March 8th is
expected to attend. We ask parents to accompany their
child to this teaching.

Friday evening, nearly 900 worshippers gathered once
again in the cathedral for Holy Eucharist. Bishop Lawrence
celebrated, John Guest preached and the combined choirs
from the cathedral and St. Helena’s parish, Beaufort, led
music accompanied by brass, tympani and bagpipe. Our
Youth and Campus Minister, Robert Evangelista,
described the service as, “the most beautiful and moving
Anglican worship I’ve experienced.”

This is a terrific conference. It aims to equip Anglicans
from all walks of life for the challenges of leadership.
Students in Middle and High School – Any student who Please make plans to attend next year’s conference in
has not yet participated in this teaching, or who would like Charleston to be held January 21 – 23, 2016. Watch the
newsletter and website for details about registration, or
to do so again is encouraged to attend. Parents of Middle
speak with Susan White or Claudia Thomas.
and High School students are welcomed.
Adults moving toward Confirmation on June 7th – If
you are new to Christ Church Anglican or new to the
Anglican way of being a Christian, please make plans to
attend.

— Fr. Layne
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CCA Annual Meeting
The CCA Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 22, at 9:15 a.m. in Hebron Hall. In addition to
reports from the church leadership, Vestry elections will be held. To be eligible to vote on any matter presented at
the annual meeting, parishioners must meet the following requirements contained in Section 1.10 of the Parish Bylaws: A Voting Member must (i) be a - Communicant in Good Standing, (ii) have attained the age of sixteen years,
(iii) be a Subscriber of Record to the expenses of the Parish (determined to be at least $250 in the past 12 months),
and (iv) hold, maintain and accede to the Historic Faith, Doctrine, Sacraments and Discipline of the One Holy,
Catholic, and Apostolic Church as the Lord has commanded in His Holy Word and as the same are received and
taught in the Apostles’ Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Book of Common Prayer and Ordinal of 1662, and in the
Thirty-nine Articles of Religion.

2015 Vestry Nominations
The Parish Council, which acts as the Nominating Committee of Christ Church Anglican according to the Parish
By-Laws, presents the following slate of members to stand for election to the Vestry:
Dottie Courington – An attorney by trade, Dottie served last year as part of the “Triumverate” of
Tour of Homes Chairs and currently writes the quarterly “Introducing” column in our Newsletter.
She also sings in the choir and serves as a lector while remaining active with the Tour of Homes.
The Word of God became alive to her about 10 years ago through a women’s study when the Holy
Spirit opened her eyes and ears to the truth and depth of the Bible. She has been an active member
of CCA since the mid-1990s. Dottie has two grown sons and is married to Billy McGinley.
Richard James – Richard has been a member of CCA since 2009 and has served on the Parish
Council for the past two years. A 24-year Army veteran, Richard has now opened his own dermatology practice. Born into and baptized in the Episcopal Church, Richard’s faith has been strengthened
by his marriage to Cindy, through the birth of their children Kaitlyn, Meredith and Emily Grace and
through struggle
with
family illnesses. He acknowledges that his love of Jesus has flourished at
More
Hippies!
CCA as he continues
to learn more about God’s will.
Clark & Carol
Craig Shoemaker – Craig recently joined the Finance Committee and has also lent his expertise to
the 2020 renovations with his engineering skill and through his company. He was raised in the
Methodist Church but started attending Episcopal services when he married Kathy. Craig served 4
years in the Navy and expects to retire shortly. In his former parish he served as a Vestry member
and Junior Warden and taught high school Sunday School. Craig and Kathy have two daughters,
Holly and Heather, and are expecting their second grandchild.
Lynn Tootle – Lynn is completing his first 3-year term on the vestry and is standing for re-election.
Baptized and confirmed at St. Helena’s in Beaufort, SC, he has been an active church leader through
many different ministries including search committees, vestry clerk, and youth group. Through his
service he has seen God’s providence in the life of our parish and is excited to witness the fruits produced through our new home and ministry focus. Lynn & Vanessa were married at Christ Church,
and their three children, Nick, Julia and Maggie have all been baptized at CCA. Lynn is Co-Owner
and General Manager of Gro-Masters, Inc., a plant health care company.
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Home Missions
Home Missions News
Kayron related the story
that while she was working at Savannah Care
Center, a young mother
of a three-year old, a twoyear old and a threeSeveral of our funding recipients attended worship on
month old came in to
Tour of Homes Sunday. Groups represented included
Savannah Care, utterly
H.U.G.S., Kairos Prison Ministries, Barnabas Center for
distraught because she
Counseling, Fresh Air Home, The Living Vine, Savannah
was pregnant. She was
Care Center, The Whitefield Center and the CRC Soup
distressed about her plans
Kitchen.
to terminate the pregnancy, and Kayron was able
We are excited about how our
to pray with her and assist
ministries are using their contributhe woman. Michelle
tions. One in particular, H.U.G.S.
Wood, the wife of the
(Heads Up Guidance Services), is
Melissa with Michelle Wood
pastor at Calvary Chapel
providing mental health and addic- of Calvary Chapel in the
offered food from the
tion counseling and vocational serFood Pantry
Food Pantry for the
vices to people who could not othyoung woman. This minerwise afford such. Their clients are
istry
is
right
in
the
middle
of
our
new neighborhood and
people who are often homeless,
surely
there
are
others
who
can
use
our help. Let's thank
jobless and facing an uncertain future. H.U.G.S. is operating from the God and not miss an opportunity to extend His hand of
Savannah Baptist Center, where the expansion of counsel- hope.
ing and training rooms continues. Upon receiving their
funds in July 2014, HUGS informed CCA that they would
As we settle into our new neighborhood, we have an
like to name one of the counseling rooms for our church.
opportunity
to change lives. Please pray for our committee,
There was an excellent article in the Savannah Morning
for
the
Tour
of Homes which provides resources, and for
News on January 11, 2015, about H.U.G.S. CCA memGod’s gracious provision.
bers who have served on the board of H.U.G.S. include
Diane Saturday and Nathan Hewitt.
The Home Missions Committee distributes Tour of
Homes Funds to qualified applicants and makes diligent
efforts to staff those and other ministries with volunteers.
We met in mid-January to discuss current work as well as
plans for the next cycle of funding.

A new ministry opportunity exists in our Thomas
Square Neighborhood. The
Food Pantry at Calvary
Chapel is in need of volunteers. Kayron Stevens has
been helping this small ministry once a month and they
also partner with another of
our ministry partners,
Savannah Care Center.
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Holy Week at CCA
Palm Sunday
Sunday, March 29th
8 AM

Holy Eucharist

10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist

The Triduum—the last three days of Lent
Thursday, April 2nd
7 PM

Maundy Thursday Eucharist Service (with foot washing)

Friday, April 3rd
12 Noon and 6 PM

Good Friday Service with Solemn Collects

Saturday, April 4th
8 PM

Easter Vigil (with baptisms) — bring a bell to ring!

Easter Day
Sunday, April 5th
8 AM

Holy Eucharist

9:15 AM

Easter Egg Hunt, Whitefield
Center Lawn (for children up
through 5th grade)

10:30 AM

Holy Eucharist
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Parish Life Calendar
February 2015
18

12 p.m.
6 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Services
2020 Bull Street

19

3:30 p.m.

Tour of Homes Board Meeting
Whitefield Center

21

10 a.m.

Special Choir Rehearsal
2020 Bull Street

22

9:15 a.m.

CCA Annual Meeting
2020 Bull Street

26

6 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting
2020 Bull Street

27 & 28

4:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

19

3:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

Wardens’ Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
2020 Bull Street

Tour of Homes Board Meeting
Whitefield Center
Vestry Meeting
2020 Bull Street

21

9:15 a.m.

Last Sunday School classes for
Winter
Wesley Wing, 2020 Bull Street

23 - 29

Tour of Homes Week
105 East Bay Street

26 – 29

80th Annual Savannah Tour of
Homes and Gardens
Landmark District, Ardsley Park

29

Palm Sunday Services (no Sunday
School this day)
2020 Bull Street

Vestry/Parish Council Retreat
Tybee Island

March 2015
5

March 2015 (continued)

8 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

April 2015

6

6 p.m.

Art March
Whit’s End (Whitefield Center)

2

7 p.m.

Maundy Thursday Service
2020 Bull Street

7

9 a.m.

First Communion Preparation
and Seder
2020 Bull Street

3

12 p.m.
6 p.m.

Good Friday Services
2020 Bull Street

8

2 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Daylight Savings Time Begins
First Communion Recognition
2020 Bull Street

4

8 p.m.

Easter Vigil (with baptisms)
2020 Bull Street

12

6 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting
2020 Bull Street

5

8 a.m.

Easter Day Service
2020 Bull Street
Easter Egg Hunt
Whitefield Center lawn
Easter Day Service
2020 Bull Street

14

10 a.m.

Dress Rehearsal for Handel’s
Messiah
2020 Bull Street

15

10:30 a.m.

Handel’s Messiah with Orchestra
2020 Bull Street

17

St. Patrick’s Day

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
6

All day

Parish Office Closed

9

4:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

Wardens’ Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
2020 Bull Street
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Parish Life Calendar
April 2015 (continued)

May 2015 (continued)

12

9:15 a.m.

First Sunday School classes for
Spring
Wesley Wing, 2020 Bull Street

17

16

6 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting
2020 Bull Street

9:15 a.m.
12 Noon

20

TBA

Anglican Foundations Class
2020 Bull Street

21

6 p.m.

Finance Committee Meeting
2020 Bull Street

24
Dress Rehearsal for Spring
Concert
2020 Bull Street

8 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Pentecost Sunday Services
2020 Bull Street

25

All day

17th Annual Spring Concert
2020 Bull Street

Parish Office Closed for Memorial
Day Holiday

27

TBA

Anglican Foundations Class
2020 Bull Street

28

6 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
2020 Bull Street

30

11 a.m.

WCCA Picnic
Location TBA

31

8 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Trinity Sunday Services
(with baptisms)
2020 Bull Street

18

5:30 p.m.

CONNECT Meeting
Whitefield Center

23

6 p.m.

Vestry Meeting
2020 Bull Street

25

26

10 a.m.

3 p.m.

May 2015
1
2

3

6 p.m.
9 a.m.

9:15 a.m.

Last Sunday School classes for
Spring
Wesley Wing, 2020 Bull Street
LEARN Meeting
Whitefield Center

Art March
Whit’s End (Whitefield Center)
Spring Cleaning Day
2020 Bull Street and Whitefield
Center
Continental Breakfast
Hebron Hall, 2020 Bull Street

6

TBA

Anglican Foundations Class
2020 Bull Street

7

3:30 p.m.

Tour of Homes Board Meeting
2020 Bull Street

13

TBA

Anglican Foundations Class
2020 Bull Street

14

4:30 p.m.
6 p.m.

Wardens’ Meeting
Parish Council Meeting
2020 Bull Street

Special Reminder: World Missions
Weekend and Founders’ Day,
February 14 and 15
On February 14, please join our celebration of World
Missions with Bishop Ken Clarke from Ireland. We will
gather at 8:45 a.m. for coffee and pastries and a teaching
from 9 a.m.—12 Noon. On February 15, Bp. Clarke will
preach at both services and teach during Sunday School.
Following the 10:30 a.m. service, we will gather at the
Whitefield Center for the Founders’ Day Oyster Roast at
12 Noon. Everyone is invited to wear the attire of any
country in which you may have served on mission or
lived as a “Missionary Kid”!
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