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• Greg and Mary Robertson and Chris and Jenny 
Robertson for the loss of Greg’s father and Chris’ 
grandfather, Raymond G. “Robbie” 
Robertson, on October 8, 2013

• David and Katherine Reeves and family for the loss 
of David’s father, Jerry H. Reeves III, on October 
20, 2013

• Frank and Melly McNeal and family for the loss of 
Frank’s stepmother, June M. McNeal, on October 
24, 2013

• Julia Mikell and family for the loss of Judge 
Charles B. Mikell on November 4, 2013

Adult Sunday School
Winter 2014

Paul’s letter to the Galatians: 
Living in line with the truth of the gospel 
Galatians 2:14
Beginning January 5th at 10:45 a.m.
Location: TBD

the ParentinG Course for Children 
(for parents of children ages 0 - 10). 
Beginning January 5th at 10:45 a.m.
Location: TBD

the ParentinG Course for teens 
(for parents of children from age 11 - 18).
Beginning March 2nd at 10:45 a.m.
Location: TBD

    These parenting courses are designed to prepare 
parents to help their children grow into the young 
men and women God wants them to become.

 The Parish Register

Baptisms
• Michael Botsford Getz, October 20, 2013
• Sebastian Ferguson Goeken, October 20, 2013

Births
• Michael Botsford Getz, August 22, 2013
• Beverly Sutton Lynch, September 12, 2013

Weddings
• Isabelle Marie Harrison and Keenan Sean Summer-
lin on October 5, 2013
• Kendall Fleming Gardner and Joseph Duffie Ratter-
ree III on October 19, 2013

We send expressions of our sympathy to those who 
have recently lost loved ones:

• Maryann Cela and family for the loss of Joe Cela 
on August 13, 2013

Watch your Sunday bulletins and weekly email blasts 
about how to make a donation for a Christmas poin-
settia memorial, starting December 1st!
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Care & Prayer
Putting Feet On Our Love

    “A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another, just as I have loved you. By this 
all people will know that you are my disciples, if 

you have love for one another.” 
John 13: 34-35

    This passage is the Biblical basis for Pastoral Care 
Ministry here at Christ Church Anglican. A newly 
formed ministry, we continue to recruit a network of 
caregivers who will assist the rector and staff with the 
overall pastoral concerns of our congregation.

    As I thought about this call to ministry, I was re-
minded of a eulogy I heard at a relative’s funeral some 
years ago. The preacher was describing the dedication 
of the deceased to her church family and her willing-
ness to be available whenever there was a need. He 
said,” She put feet on her love.” What a great descrip-
tion of what we seek to do!   

Pastoral Care at CCA consists of five specific 
ministries:
• Eucharistic Visitors  - take communion to those 
unable to attend services;

• Food for Friends  - prepare and deliver food to 
members when needed;

• Lay Hospital/Home Visitors – visit those who 
are in the hospital or homebound;

• Bereavement Team – provide  assistance to fami-
lies  who have lost a loved one;

• Compassionate Card Writing – Send cards for 
birthdays, anniversaries, etc.

    There are plans to add Stephen Ministry in the fu-
ture. If you feel that you are called to Pastoral Care or 
have any questions concerning the ministry at Christ 
Church Anglican, please contact Paul Webb (912-
604-3133/PTWebb@aol.com) or me (912-352-4256)/
white2t@yahoo.com.   

Susan White
Lead Coordinator

Prayer Opportunities

Each year at this time we prepare a schedule for 
Sunday prayer teams for the following year. The 
Narthex Teams serve in the back of the Church every 
week with the exception of “Healing Sunday” -  the 
second Sunday of the month - praying for the needs 
of those who stop for prayer during Communion. 
Healing Teams pray on either side of the Church with 
anointing oil for similar needs of our CCA family on 
the second Sunday. If you have an interest in serving 
on either of these teams, let John or Liz Albert know. 
You will get “on the job training” with those who are 
longtime members of this vital ministry. If you have 
felt a nudge from the Lord to get more involved in the 
Church family and love to pray for others, contact us 
at 897-5908 or lalbert47@aol.com. Depending on the 
total number of those involved, you may serve approx-
imately once every 2 months or so.

Prayer Chain                                    

We have a very vibrant ePrayer Chain in place at CCA. 
There are well over 100 intercessors praying for the 
various needs and requests of those in our congrega-
tion! If you would like to be included in our Prayer 
Chain as an intercessor, contact Liz Albert at Lal-
bert47@aol.com. ALSO, if you simply have a prayer 
need, and would like your Church family to pray about 
it, email Liz and she will post it. Miracles abound as 
we seek to serve the Lord and the CCA family in this 
way. We hope you will be a part of the “answered 
prayer!”
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Introducing
Bryan Kerr

Favorite scripture 
verse:
Psalm 27:14 Wait for the 
Lord; be strong and take 
heart and wait for the 
Lord.
3 items always in his 
refrigerator: 
milk, eggs, and chicken.
Silly Peeve: 
People being on their 
social media all the time. 

 was not surprised to find out that Bryan Kerr 
will earn a Masters’ degree in Professional Com-
munication and Leadership from Armstrong 
Atlantic State University next summer. When 

he and I met at a Southside coffee shop recently, he 
showed me one of his textbooks and I happened to 
see a section which describes the interaction between 
humility and service and leadership. I saw Bryan 
display these leadership qualities when he was enthu-
siastically leading the teen volunteers and the children 
in games and physical exercise at the 2012 Vacation 
Bible School. (He couldn’t help with the 2013 version 
because of class conflicts.)  

    Bryan came to attend Armstrong in 2007 after 
finishing his first year of college at Clayton State in 
Jonesboro, his hometown. He had a friend at SCAD 
who told him about AASU and Bryan wanted to get 
away from Clayton State because it was too much 
like his high school experience in Jonesboro.  Bryan 
describes Armstrong as a “good fit” for him, and be-
cause he doesn’t mind taking on any kind of work and 
because he lives frugally, he was able to get his under-
graduate degree in History without going into debt. 
And he’s financing his Masters’ degree by working in 
the graduate assistant program at AASU. In return for 
his paid tuition and room and board, Bryan oversees 
a student crew and performs general maintenance for 
the college.

    Bryan has been a Christian since he was 5 years 
old when he and his father prayed together after he 
saw a troubling horror show on TV. Although he has 
had some “dormant periods,” Bryan says that he has 

been consistently yanked back to his faith in the Lord 
by God/circumstances. A friend introduced Bryan 
to Christ Church on Johnson Square in May, 2011. 
Although he grew up in a non-denominational church 
in Jonesboro, he appreciated the liturgy and tradition 
of the service. Bryan revealed that his grandfather was 
a traveling preacher with an end-times ministry who 
may have been a Lutheran. I speculated, and Bryan 
humored me, that he may have “liturgical genes.” In 
any event, Bryan officially became an Anglican in May 
of this year when he was confirmed by Bishop Neil 
Lebhar. When Bryan first visited Christ Church, he 
didn’t know much about the dissension in the Epis-
copal Church but he soon learned and he remembers 
feeling angry when he participated in the walk from 
Johnson Square to IPC in December, 2011.  However, 
he has noted many other mercies and memories of 
that trip and the CCA journey since.

    Now, Bryan very much values his Monday night 
gatherings with Father Marc and other men of various 
ages and stages. He has learned a lot about theology 
and Anglicanism but he also appreciates the partic-
ipants praying for one another and reporting on the 
“God sightings” in their lives.  He’s excited about the 
plans for a new church on 37th Street and the focus 
on engaging the City for the gospel. I predict that his 
leadership talents and skills will not be wasted either 
in his personal life as he wraps up his education or as 
a member of CCA as it enters into its new phase. 

- Dottie Courington

Who will be in the 
next issue?

This photograph 
may give you a 

hint!

I



5

From the Rector

s we go to press with this newsletter, we 
still find ourselves in an unsettled state 
as a parish: the property we believe God 
is calling us to acquire is not yet ours, 
the court has yet to rule on the variances 

from the Zoning Board of Appeals, and our Capital 
Campaign efforts are not yet complete. I have received 
degrees from three seminaries and have served on the 
faculty of a fourth, and I cannot recall a single semi-
nary course that would have helped me directly with 
such challenges!

    I want to commend this parish for its steadfastness 
and patience. There are times that I feel frustrated 
and discouraged, and I can only imagine you do as 
well; but when I see people “keeping the main thing 
the main thing,” I am deeply encouraged. We have a 
lot of responsibilities before us and they seem to come 
at us from oblique angles. Whenever that happens in 
my life, I try to simplify things to help keep my focus. 
Here’s what I do (and maybe it will be of help to you):

    Look for blessings every day. When I lay my head 
on my pillow at night, I try to recount at least three 
blessings, large or small (but true blessings!) that took 
place that day. Even when I have what I have thought 
to be a “bust” of a day, in the quiet darkness of my 
bedroom God is able to bring to my memory at least 
three blessings He has sent my way that day. It helps 
me sleep at night and not “rehearse” the trouble of the 
day, which does nothing but create more trouble in 
my heart.

    Give and receive the love of Christ. Any day where 
I have given and received the love of Christ is a good 
day. I may not have finished my “to do” list, I may 
have mishandled a committee meeting, I may have 
hurt someone’s feelings or failed to return a phone call 
in a timely fashion, but if I have given and received 
the Lord’s love, it is a good day. Remembering this 
little rule helps me begin the day with an attitude of 
expectancy: “How can I give the love of Christ today? 

How can I graciously receive it with thankfulness?”
    Stay close to Christ. Martin Luther once said, “I 
spend two hours a day in prayer unless it is a very 
busy day. Then I spend four.” I don’t spend that 
amount of time in prayer every day, but the principle 
is true: when my calendar gets crazy, what is the 
first thing I believe I can do without? “Oh, I’ll find 
some time later on to catch up with God,” or “I can 
pray in the shower or driving to work or right before 
that meeting.” Such prayers are wonderful, but I 
personally need that focused, uninterrupted time with 
my Creator where I can gain His perspective on the 
day and listen to the voice of His Spirit. I believe the 
Holy Spirit is a chatterbox: he speaks to His children 
all the time! The trouble with me is I get too busy 
(externally and internally) to hear Him.

    Treat one another as image-bearers of God. I 
sometimes get busy and see people as “interruptions” 
to this well-organized and tightly-packed schedule 
I have created. As a result, I dehumanize people, 
disrespect them, and in so doing disrespect myself. At 
the end of such a day, I’m exhausted, distracted, and 
under conviction by the Holy Spirit. But if I seek to 
love others as Christ has loved me, I find myself free, 
forgiven, and spiritually energized.

    I ask you to pray for me and for one another 
that we might follow the “KISS” principle: “Keep 
it simple, sinner.” By doing so, we’ll get through 
these challenging times together, and even be better 
disciples in the end.

- Fr. Marc

Off the Top of My Head...From the Bottom of My Heart

A
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Why Do We Do That?

(Editor’s Note: This column appears in each 
issue and is intended to help explain various 

Anglican traditions to the newcomer and 
may serve as a “refresher course” for the 
“oldcomer.” If you have a question for this 

column, please submit it to the church office or 
email jmalley@ccasav.org.)

grew up in an Episcopal church that offered 
Holy Communion (also known as The Lord’s 
Supper, The Holy Eucharist, or the Mass) 
every Sunday at the “early” service, and 

once a month at the “later” service. Morning Prayer 
was offered on the other Sundays of the month. 
As a young child, I went with Mom and Dad and 
they were “eight o’clockers,” so Eucharist every 
Sunday was my experience. As I grew older (i.e., 
had a driver’s license) I simply kept the discipline 
of worshipping at the early service, as it gave me 
the rest of the day for other activities (our Sunday 
School was virtually non-existent, as was our 
youth group, so I went on Sunday nights to the 
Presbyterian youth group, which was jazzin’). It 
wasn’t until I was in seminary that I understood 
any rationale for weekly Eucharist.

    When at seminary, I heard some of my fellow 
students say, “Why weekly Eucharists?” Doesn’t 
that detract from the specialness of the service? 
Doesn’t such frequency make the offering of the 
sacrament a bit routine? There were times I tended 
to agree. Wouldn’t fewer Eucharists make them 
more special?

    Then I was introduced to the history of the 
Eucharist and its meaning.

    Historically, weekly Eucharists seemed to be 
the pattern of the earliest Christians. In Luke’s 
summary of the practices of the early Christians 
(Luke 2:42), we read “… They devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to the prayers.” Later 
in the same chapter we read, “And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread 
in their homes, they received their food with glad 
and generous hearts, praising God…” (Luke 2:46, 
47a). Some scholars believe that these “home 
meals” were simply that, meals for sustenance and 
fellowship, with no particular sacramental meaning. 
The majority, however, believe that the distinction 
between attending the temple and “breaking bread 
in their homes” indicates the practice of early 
Christians to continue their traditional Jewish 
worship while worshipping Christ in their homes 
with “the holy meal.” Part of that meal may well 
have included a replication of our Lord’s final meal 
with His disciples in that Upper Room.

    Throughout the early centuries of the Church, 
weekly observance of the Eucharist was the norm, 
although there was a time when Christians were 
frightened to take the sacramental bread and 
wine for fear they might eat and drink unworthily. 
At one point in the Church’s history, the vast 
majority of Christians took Communion only once 
or twice their entire lives (usually immediately 
after confession and right before death, if such a 
reception could be orchestrated). Even reception 
of Communion immediately after confession 
was suspect, for who knew if a wayward thought 
or sinful desire might be entertained in those 
moments prior to reception? Nevertheless, 
Eucharist was celebrated weekly, and for the most 
part, the priest received the bread and wine while 

Why do We Celebrate Holy Eucharist Every Sunday?

I
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Why Do We Do That?

the congregation watched. This developed the 
(mistaken) notion that the priest partook on behalf 
of the congregation.

    The English Reformers, along with Luther and 
Calvin, desired to re-establish the weekly offering 
of and the participation in the Eucharist. Calvin 
may have fallen victim to his own polemic against 
the Roman Catholic Church, for his desire to see 
a weekly Eucharist in Geneva was not supported 
by the Council of Elders there. Lutheran practices 
were spotty, and the English Reformers made 
greater headway, but not a thorough acceptance 
of the practice. While Anglo-Catholics maintained 
the weekly eucharistic observance, Evangelical 
Anglicans settled for the more “Word-oriented” 
liturgies of Morning Prayer with The Lord’s Supper 
monthly or even quarterly.

    With this muddied history, why maintain a 
weekly Eucharist? I think there are several reasons.
    First, the Eucharist helps maintain the essential 
Anglican (and I believe biblical) balance of “Word 
and Sacrament” which is part of our understanding 
of the Church’s identity (see the Thirty Nine 
Articles, Article 19). Second, it is one of the few 
actions our Lord Jesus commands us to do “in 
remembrance of Me.” Why would less frequent 
obedience bring greater blessing? Third, I think 
it works well with the cycles of the Daily Office by 
setting the Lord’s Day (Sunday) apart in a special 
way, which is a way of Sabbath-keeping: we pray 
daily with Morning and Evening Prayer, but we set 
apart the Lord’s Day with the Eucharist. Fourth, it 
helps objectify God’s grace for us in a world where 
everything about God is all too often subjectively 
defined. In a subjective world, one can say, “My 
God does this,” or “My God wouldn’t do that.” In 

a Eucharistic world, we worship a God who has 
flesh and blood and who presents Himself to us in 
earthly “creatures” of bread and wine. As C.S. Lewis 
says, “God delights in matter. He invented it.” The 
Eucharist is very physical, and as such helps keep 
us from making God in our own image through our 
own opinions. Fifth and finally (and perhaps most 
importantly), the great narrative of the Eucharist 
is probably the best summary of the Gospel there 
is outside of the Bible. Even if the preacher flubs 
up, the choir stinks, and the hymns are not to our 
liking, the Eucharist constantly puts before us the 
great story of God’s sacrificial love for us in Christ.

    Having said that, I do miss many elements of 
the Daily Office: the rich canticles, the focus on the 
psalms, and the various collects that rarely find 
their way into Eucharistic worship. Perhaps in the 
future we will find ways of being shaped by all of 
these aspects of our liturgical heritage… but not at 
the expense of losing the precious gift of the weekly 
reception of the sacrament of our Lord’s Body and 
Blood.

- MBR
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Tour of Homes
Mark Your Calendars For Mission Work in March

s we discern God’s vision for Christ Church 
Anglican as a “missional” church, we, the 
2014 Tour of Homes co-chairmen, see a 
great opportunity for missional living in 

Savannah in co-producing the 2014 Tour of Homes 
with Historic Savannah Foundation for the 79th year 
(38 years with HSF).  Scot Sherman at Parish Week-
end encouraged us to live boldly at the crossroads 
where the gospel and our culture meet. The Tour of 
Homes is probably the only major event on Savan-
nah’s rich cultural calendar put on, in large part, by a 
church promoting God’s mission for the “least, the last 
and the lost.”  For those of you who may not know, 
CCA uses its Tour proceeds to fund numerous mis-
sions in furtherance of the gospel here in Savannah 
and throughout the world. 

    As we interact with event partners, vendors, spon-
sors and patrons, we at CCA have the opportunity 
to step into the streets of Savannah and unpack our 
beautiful City to the glory of God if we will have the 
courage to do so. We can run the Tour as any other 
fund raising event on the Savannah calendar or we 
can run it from a refocused “missional” perspective.  

    Please call us, e-mail us or speak to us directly to 
let us know you’ll join in and help our long-time but 
refocused tradition of presenting Savannah and the 
gospel we proclaim through the Savannah Tour of 
Homes and Gardens. You can also contact Sally Roth, 
the Tour Director. The dates are March 27 through 30, 
2014.  It’s not too soon to let us know you’re on board 
and there is a job for all skill levels!  Thanks for your 
encouragement and support.

Gay Park:  
gpark48@comcast.net; 898-0801; 661-2843
Eden Combest:  
edencombes@comcast.net; 898-8344; 484-8924
Dottie Courington:  
dwcii@comcast.net; 429-7928
Sally Roth:  
sally@savannahtourofhomes.org; 234-8054; 
272-0455

A
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GAFCON Report

    GAFCON is a movement of Orthodox Anglicans, 
Global Fellowship of Confessing Anglicans (GFCA), 
joined together in a commitment to the historic faith, 
lived out in a partnership of mission and ministry. 
GAFCON 2 was filled with joyous worship as 1358 
Anglicans, including 331 bishops and Archbishops 
from 40 countries and 27 Provinces came togeth-
er, representing almost 50% of the Anglican Com-
munion. Worship reminded us of the scenes from 
Revelation 7:9-10 of all nations and tribes before 
the throne. Daily teachings from Ephesians gave a 
challenge to maintain unity in the church through 
godly living. More than GAFCON 1 in Jerusalem, this 
conference was a marvel of orchestration and East 
African Hospitality.

    The keynote address focused on The East African 
Revival, which swept across East Africa in the 30’s 
and continues to this day. This revival fire called for 
repentance, confession, lay witness and “Walking in 
the Light.” Indeed, this became a call for repentance 
and revival for GAFCON 2 and for the whole church. 

    There was a public reaffirmation of GAFCON 
which has become an instrument of unity within 
the Anglican Communion. The Archbishop of Can-
terbury, The Rt. Rev. Justin Welby, preaching at 
historic All Saint’s Cathedral, Nairobi the day before 

GAFCON acknowledged that the Communion needs 
new structures and he affirmed the GAFCON move-
ment.

    Mini-conferences focused on Gospel and Culture, 
The Work of the Holy Spirit, Children and Youth, 
Theological Education, Being Women of God, Mar-
riage and Family, Aid and Development, The Chal-
lenge of Islam and Episcopal Ministry.

    GAFCON 2 delegates and the Primates Council re-
solved to affirm all those who are marginalized, with 
particular concern for the persecuted church. Many 
there were assured that they are not alone. 

    For videos, pictures, resources and documents, 
check out www.GAFCON.org 

    For more pictures and videos check out ACNA ,   
http://anglicanchurch.net/?/main/gafcon

    For video and commentary, check out Anglican 
TV, http://www.anglican.tv/

    We thank the Lord for the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the movement of the Holy Spirit that is     
GAFCON!

- Clark & Carol Rogers Smith

 

GAFCON 2013: Nairobi

Smiths with Myanmar Team & others at GAFCON

GAFCON Closing Eucharist
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Home Missions

Crisis Pregnancy Training Course
    
    I attended a Crisis Pregnancy Training Course 
the weekend of 14 September, to assist our ministry 
with the Savannah Care Center. They concentrated 
on relationships between clients and counselors 
and it was based on the three “Cs” of our ministry: 
Care, Calm, and Connect. Care involved respecting 
the client in all ways, expressing compassion and 
lifting her up in her time of need. Calm involved 
defusing the crisis she faces with an unexpected 
pregnancy and being aware of the need to avoid 
unhealthy decisions that will affect her future. 
Finally, establishing a connection with the client is 
basic to her feeling loved and cared about by people 
who know and serve a living God who first showed 
us love. The training course also gave facts and 
figures about the 53 million abortions this country 
has experienced since 1973 and described the world 
view and Christian view of abortion. The last sec-
tion of this course was based heavily on scripture 
and God’s words to us regarding relationships, for-
giveness, and salvation and how we approach and 
speak to our clients in a helpful and healing man-
ner. Adoption was discussed in a presentation by 
Covenant Care Center of Savannah. I recommend 
this course for those interested in assisting women 
in crisis pregnancies. For a more complete version 
of the notes from this course, please contact me and 
I’ll be glad to email you this information.

Justice for All: A Conversation About 
Abortion, Poverty, Family, and Faith. 

    Dr. Alveda King, niece of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
and Ryan Bomberger, creator, Radiance Founda-
tion, www.toomanyaborted.com, spoke at Calvary 
Baptist Temple Friday, September 20. Present were 
many ministries CCA supports, members of our 
Home Missions team, pastors and priests from oth-
er congregations in Savannah, and attendees from 
all over. We learned about abortion and the pov-
erty it brings outwardly and spiritually; the need 
to illuminate, educate, and motivate awareness; 
the need to defend the weak, the fatherless and 
the oppressed affected most deeply by it; the need 
to bring fathers back to the family; and changing 
the mindset of adoption as a good choice. If we are 
going to tell women not to abort babies we must be 
prepared to offer them an alternative. Living Vine 
representatives told the group it is past due for the 
next step of after care: a safe place for the mothers 
and babies to go after delivery. They are concerned 
about sending these girls back into places of abuse. 
In our culture, 41% of children born today do not 
have fathers in the home, 72.3% of black children 
are born without fathers, and 84% of abortions 
are performed on unmarried women. At CCA we 
support the Savannah Care Center, a pregnancy 
resource center, and The Living Vine, a residential 
care home. However, we must do more to further 
adoption and after care and mentoring, as well as 
teach God’s way by teaching His Word.

- Kayron Stevens

Home Missions Ministry



11

Global Missions
Hola from Peru!

have been amazed with the amount of things 
that can happen in only two months. I al-
ready have many stories to tell, and to try 
to describe them all in this one entry would 
not do them justice. But, I can say that all of 

the preparation and hard work has already ioff.  The 
people of Peru are benefitting in ways that one would 
have to see to fully understand. 

I have been 
working with 
Dr. Townsend 
Cooper, a 
pediatrician 
from Bruns-
wick, Geor-
gia. He is a 
brilliant man 
who loves the 

Lord and knows how to have fun. It is a pleasure 
working with him. His wife and two daughters have 
been nothing but kind and welcoming to me. The 
doctor and I work together regularly, attending 
meetings at the office of the Anglican Diocese or going 
out to the shanty towns to do evaluations on an entire 
primary school student body.  

    I also have been working closely with many lead-
ers of the Peruvian youth, helping organize weekend 
events and festivals. There is a youth leaders’ retreat 
this coming weekend in which I will play a pretty big 
role. I pray it goes well! The closer we get to summer 
time, the more we will plan things like this, and the 
sun is finally coming out more and more each day.

    I am currently living in the district of Lince in the 
city of Lima. This district is considered the business 
district, with many office buildings and marketplaces 
scattered throughout the district. Each district has 
its very own personality and atmosphere, and it is 
very interesting to see the contrast. I live in a house 
complex, which was previously military housing, with 
a Peruvian family. It is spacious and has everything 
we need. The family unfortunately doesn’t have any 

children around my age, so finding friends has been 
a little bit difficult for me, as there are only so many 
ways one can meet good people in a big city like 
Lima. However, I have recently met some guys around 
my age through one of the English speaking churches 
in the city. They are a good group of guys who love 
the Lord and love to surf! What more could I ask for? 
Praise God.

    Each Sunday, I attend 
the Anglican Cathedral 
of the Good Shepherd, 
which is an English 
speaking church filled 
with good people. Many 
of the people here are 
also missionaries, and they have some great stories to 
tell! The sermons are always uplifting, and I have been 
welcomed here by all.  
 
    During my first month here, I went to see the movie 
Elysium starring Matt Damon. This movie is set in 
the distant future in Los Angeles, California. In this 
movie, the future is not very bright for everyone. On 
Earth, the people are all poor, and the air is filled with 
pollution. However, if a person is wealthy enough, he 
would move out to a man-made “Earth,” called Elysi-
um. This movie really stood out to me, in that the first 
thing i noticed about the future earth is how similar 
it looked to the shanty towns here in Lima. The new 
earth, Elysium, represented the opportunity and 
well-being people might have in the United States. At 
the end of the movie, space ships were sent from Ely-
sium to Earth to deliver medical assistance to those 
in need. That was when I realized, I’m on that space-
ship. These people here need our help, and I am so 
glad that I can be a part of it. I am thankful to every-
one who sent me here as well.  
 
Thank you so much for the thoughts and prayers!

- Jonah Hughes

Dr. Cooper surfing

I



12

Global Missions

    The Global Missions Team and the Youth of 
Christ Church are joining together to plan a 
cross-generational mission trip to San Ignacio in 
western Belize where we plan to lead vacation Bible 
school for the children, build bathrooms for the 
two Anglican churches in the area, and perhaps 
lead some adult Bible study. Our final plans will be 
determined in part by the people and ages who sign 
up to go on the trip. We fly into Belize City and then 
travel to San Ignacio where we will worship with 
the congregation there on Sunday morning and 
then begin our work on Monday. At the end of the 
week we will also plan one or two outings to enjoy 
and learn more about Belize before we fly home on 
Sunday.
 
    Members of Christ Church Anglican have been 
very involved in Belize for at least 20 years. In 
the early 90’s, Frank McNeal came home from a 
trip and established a program called Partners in 
Progress after talking with one of the priests there, 
Father Leroy Flowers. The government provides 
education through eighth grade but the family or 
someone must pay for education above that level. 
Many capable children were not able to go on to 
school and were too young to work causing many to 
become involved in drugs or have other problems. 
Frank asked members of CCA and others to help 
provide the small fee of $500 to keep one child in 
school for a year. At one point over 50 children 
were being supported through this program. The 
work has evolved and expanded from there as oth-
ers became involved in mission work in Belize. 
 
    With changes through the years, Frank estab-
lished the Belize Children’s Fund that continues to 
provide for many needs of children in Belize. He, 
and sometimes Melly, or others from CCA go to 
Belize two to four times per year to build houses 
for individuals and/or work with the children and 
families. In 2009 he took a cross generational trip 
of about 10 people involving several CCA fathers 
and daughters to build a house and work with the 
children.

    After visiting Belize to meet the children and visit 
the schools, Susan White helped apply for a grant 
from the Houston Trust and partnered with the 
Education Department at Armstrong Atlantic State 
to take professors to provide week long workshops 
for the less educated but hard working teachers in 
Belize. As many as 30 teachers would come from all 
over Belize to the workshops provided once or twice 
a year. She and others provided other consultation 
in the schools.

    Susan and Frank have been to Belize more than 
thirty times each and will be great assets for all 
aspects of the upcoming trip. Clark Smith has also 
led two teams of 7-8 to Belize to teach the priests 
and lay people how to conduct ALPHA courses to 
strengthen the church and invite non-Christians 
to hear the Gospel in a nonthreatening, relation-
ship centered situation. (Clark has led many other 
mission trips all over the world including the large 
cross-generational trip to Juarez in 2008 with 33 
people). Many people who are going on the trip 
next summer know Belize well, are seasoned mis-
sional travelers and will provide great leadership 
and preparation.
 

Plan Now for Next Summer 2014: 
Parish Wide Mission Trip to Belize July 12-20, 2014

The 2008 CCA Mission Trip to Juarez
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Youth Ministry

    Belize is predominantly an English speaking 
country although some people will be more profi-
cient in Spanish and we hope some of those on the 
trip may be able to help with communication. We 
are working with SAMS missionaries in the area of 
San Ignatio. David Alenskis, who has been serving 
the churches in the Cayo District of Belize since 
about May 2012 is our primary contact.
    We also have relationships with Juan and Maria 
Marentes who are SAMS missionaries in the town 
of San Ignacio. We will be in good hands!!!
 
    We hope that many individuals and families will 
go on this potentially life-changing mission trip. 
The Global Missions Team will host information-
al meetings during December and January and 
ask those who wish to go to complete applications 
and begin to make a firm commitment. We need 
to buy plane tickets, find accommodations and 
make plans for our work there. The cost of the trip 
should be around $1500. Some funds have been 
set aside by CCA to cover a portion of the trip and 
other fundraising projects will be planned…All of 
this information will be discussed in more detail at 
the meetings. Contact Claudia Thomas (cathom-
as45@bellsouth.net or 667-6795) or Susan White 
(white2t@yahoo.com or 441-5424) for more infor-
mation.

    As Scott Sherman reminded us at Parish Week-
end (from Genesis 12:1-3), we have been blessed to 
be a blessing. Come join us on this journey to bless 
others and, as those who have already been on mis-
sion will attest, you will also be blessed in ways you 
cannot imagine!! 

- Claudia Thomas
Chairperson, Global Missions Team

...cont’d from opposite page. CCA Youth Ministry
    As most of you may know by now, I’m the new 
Youth & Campus Minister. I’m overjoyed at the end-
less possibilities that await us in the season ahead. 
God is doing a special work here at Christ Church 
Anglican as we engage our mission, and the youth are 
excited to be an integral part of the Body as we experi-
ence newness. 

    We’ve already enjoyed a lovely Parish Weekend with 
kayaking, kickball, cornhole and s’mores around the 
fire. As I’m new to the group, we’re still in the getting 
to know you stages and deepening the relationships 
that already exist. As of now, we’re trying out an ex-
periment with the high schoolers getting together for 
“Sunday Nights.” This is a time on Sunday evenings 
where they can hear solid teaching, worship together 
and hopefully grow in the way of Jesus.

    I’m still working out the details of the future mis-
sion & vision of the youth ministry, but it goes some-
thing like this:

Mission: 

    The mission of Christ Church Anglican Youth 
Ministry is to connect students to what God’s doing in 
their lives through the true reality of Jesus Christ.

Vision: 

    Christ Church Anglican Youth Ministry invites 
students on a journey of discipleship. This process of 
transformation directs them towards Jesus Christ as 
central to all human experience. We long to help stu-
dents discern this reality through worship, learning, 
community, prayer and mission. 

    Ultimately, I’m most excited about the specific 
group that Katie Beaumont has helped grow. This is a 
uniquely special and awesome group of students that 
I’m going to share life with over the next few years.

Thank you for caring about our ministry,
- Robert Evangelista



14

Children’s Ministry

Heart Work (Formerly called “Benchmarks”)

    Christ Church Anglican’s Children’s Ministry is 
committed to the work of impressing God’s Word on 
the hearts of children. One way we do this is through 
carefully chosen truths from the Bible that our chil-
dren commit to memory. 

We have a select-
ed age-appropriate 
“Heart Work” for 
each Sunday School 
class and our desire is 
that the children are 
not merely memoriz-
ing words, but that 
God is planting these 
seeds of Truth deep 
in their hearts for the 
good of the children 
and His kingdom. 

    The “manuscripts,” suggested by Father Layne and 
loosely based on illuminated manuscripts, are de-
signed to help the children retain the Heart Work in 
their minds, their spirits, and their lives.  Each piece 
contains words and a visual image to remind them of 
their memory work and its meaning for them. Each 
child chooses different colors and patterns to com-
plete the artwork.  The work is done during Sunday 
School and the finished piece will be sent home to be 
displayed in a hanging sheet protector, where others 
may be stored as they are completed.  I truly believe 
that God guides me in this work and I pray that it is 
beneficial to our children as they grow in grace. 

- Wray Williamson 
Artist for Children’s Heart Work art

Thanksgiving

    Our Children’s Ministry has been greatly blessed 
through the ministry and service of Ilona Horton. She 
has recently taken a job in California after serving as a 
Sunday School assistant and teacher for a year and a 
half. She was always quick to thank me for the oppor-

tunity to invest in 
the lives of chil-
dren. We sent her 
off with a Heart 
Work print from 
Wray Williamson 
for her to enjoy 
and to be remind-
ed of her eternal 
investment. Ilona 
is pictured here 
with her class 
who declared themselves “The Best Class Ever.”

Christmas Pageant: 
Monday, December 23 @ 6 p.m.

    All Sunday School-age children are invited to join 
us as we retell the story of Jesus’ birth! And everyone 
is invited to attend this retelling on Monday, Decem-
ber 23 @ 6 p.m. in the Telfair Chapel at IPC. This is a 
great opportunity to invite friends, family, and neigh-
bors! Sign up continues until Sunday, December 8. 
We will also need parent volunteers to help get chil-
dren in costumes, supervise children during rehears-
als, and set up food when provided. 

VBS Corner 

    We are in need of VBS 2014 leadership, especially 
a named Director! We hope to integrate our CCA VBS 
plans with the Belize mission trip that will be taking 
place in July 2014, as they hope to run a VBS in Belize 
as well. The hope is that this would enable our VBS 
Leadership Team and the Missions Committee to join 
forces and support each other, lessening the work on 
both ministries. The sooner we have a Leadership 
Team in place, the smoother plans for the upcoming 
summer will go. 

Contact Meg Welch 
(mwelch@ccasav.org or 355-7730) with inquiries 

regarding the information on this page.

Heart Work
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Men’s Ministry

    Father Layne recently 
lead a group of eight, 
middle-aged, adventur-
ous men on an ardu-
ous 50-mile, four-day, 
wilderness hike that 
proved a challenge to 
each man’s physical, 
mental, and spiritual 
stamina. The skies were clear, cobalt blue, the days 
were warm and the evenings cool.  Fall had descended 
upon Western North Carolina in majestic fashion.

   Two miles into the hike, my shoulders began to 
throb and I did not find reprieve until the backpacks 
were thrown into the truck for good. Adventure and 
incident came quickly. In our first effort to prepare 
the evening meal, we nearly burned down Pisgah Na-
tional Forest with a fuel canister mishap that sent the 
group scrambling for shelter behind the trees. As the 
canister raged in flames, the group, fearing explosion 
and shrapnel, hid until the canister burned to nothing. 
Once safe from imminent danger, we began to roar 
with laughter as we felt God’s mercy and humor fill 
the camp. As we contemplated the event, we were not 
quite sure how the media would portray Christ Church 
Anglican burning down Pisgah National Forest, espe-
cially during the government shutdown. 

   During each day’s hike and around the evening 
campfire, we explored the general theme of “Fear” and 
God’s specific command to “Fear Not.”  We addressed 
idolatry and the “Fear of Man” condition that seem to 
shackle and enslave so many of us. Layne spoke truth 
into the heart of each exhausted man as he challenged 
our trust and faith in a good, loving, and sovereign Fa-
ther.  We listened and explored each man’s story and 
as a result, the group grew deeper in our relationship 
with each other. Camaraderie is a deficient asset in 
today’s fast paced, individualistic culture. Any oppor-
tunity to spend time with good, quality men is need-
ed, welcomed and essential as we continue to build 
friendships, community and loyalty among the men of 
Christ Church. 

- Casey Ricks

All this was a long time ago, I remember, 
And I would do it again, but set down

This set down
This: were we led all that way for

Birth or Death? There was a Birth, certainly
We had evidence and no doubt. 

I had seen birth and death,
But had thought they were different; this Birth was 
Hard and bitter agony for us, like Death, our death.

We returned to our places, these Kingdoms,
But no longer at ease here, in the old dispensation,

With an alien people clutching their gods.
I should be glad of another death.

- From “Journey of the Magi” by T.S. Eliot

    Centuries ago the magi went on a long, difficult 
journey to a foreign land, seeking a God unlike any 
they had known before. In a similar manner, a group 
of men from Christ Church left the comforts of home 
for the discomforts of the trail in order to experience 
God in ways that are often foreign to everyday life. 
Our trip, like theirs, was an experience of birth and 
death, joy and agony, laughter and pain. For me, 
the men’s hike is a time when new friendships are 
born and existing friendships are deepened. It is a 
time when men put their egos aside and lean on each 
other in times of agony that they might experience 
the joys of success. It is a time to be quiet before God 
and reflect on His ultimate provision and my utter 
need. Through shared laughter and shared pain, I am 
confronted with the truth of the gospel, challenged 
to put to death those foreign gods I still clutch, and 
reminded that God has called us into community 
that we might bear each other’s burdens as we seek 
to follow Him in a world that still bears the marks of 
“the old dispensation.” For the magi, one journey was 
enough, perhaps because they met face to face with 
the incarnate Christ. For me, this was my third time 
making the journey, and I will need to make it again, 
as the lessons of the hike are not easily learned. And 
though I know there will be times of pain and agony, I 
anticipate the next hike with joy and excitement for “I 
should be glad of another death.”

- Brent Beaumont

*Intrepid Hikers pictured above: Michael Troise, 
Brent Beaumont, Casey Ricks, Richard James, 

Adam Ragsdale, Fr. Layne Hansen, Wayne Cribbs

Men’s Hike Reflections
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Women’s Ministry
WCCA Visits Home Mission

    

     
    Twenty women from Christ Church Anglican 
visited The Baptist Center on Saturday, October 
19th. The Baptist Center is the site of our Isaiah 
58 Ministries home mission (Woman To Wom-
an, The Clothes Closet for men, CCA Bible Study) 
supported by the Tour of Homes. Oasis, H.U.G.S., 
and Sojourners are located at the center and have 
also received TOH funds in the past two years. 
Linda Sawyer spoke to the group in the center’s 
beautiful chapel, describing the blessings the center 
had experienced in the years since it was founded 
by J.C. Lewis. Twenty-six churches in Savannah 
support The Baptist Center. Linda also shared their 
mission statement: Empowered by the Holy Spirit, 
the Savannah Baptist Center is faithfully devoted to 
provide spiritual, emotional, and physical support 
by sharing the life-changing gospel of Jesus Christ 
to all people.

    The women were taken on a tour of the facili-
ties, which included the Oasis area with showers, 
washing machines and dryers for the homeless. 
This was one of the areas we supported with funds 
from the TOH. Debbie, one of the volunteers in this 
area, said she has heard the women crying in the 
showers, as it’s such a luxury for them to get their 
bodies—and their minds and spirits clean in this 
Christian setting. 

    They are given clothes, work training, food, and 
personal prayer which helps to turn their lives 
around. At the conclusion of the tour, the women 
enjoyed a wonderful luncheon prepared by Linda 
Sawyer and a fashion show put on by volunteers 
and clients at the Center. Please pray for this home 
mission and for our Tour of Homes success this 
coming year in helping the least, last, and lost of 
Savannah. Note: they would welcome volunteers. 
If you can spare some time, please contact Linda 
Sawyer.

- Karen Cooper

The Chapel at the Baptist Center

Exploring the Clothes Closet
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Women’s Ministry

Bearing Fruit for the Lord
 

    The WCCA started this year with a dinner 
meeting in September and began exploring our 
roles in bearing fruit for the Lord based on John 15. 
In his book, Secrets of the Vine, Bruce Wilkinson 
says, “We bear inner fruit when we allow God 
to nurture in you a new, Christ-like quality: The 
fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control. You bear outward fruit when you 
allow God to work through you to bring Him 
glory.” Throughout the coming months, we will 
offer opportunities to learn more about outreach 
ministries, especially those supported by the annual 
Savannah Tour of Homes and Gardens (TOH) 
and where several of our WCCA members work as 
volunteers.

    In October, WCCA members were treated to a 
fabulous luncheon and tour at the Savannah Baptist 
Center, hosted by the CCA Isaiah 58 Ministries 
Team. There we got to see how the various 
programs like Women to Women, the Clothes 
Closet, Oasis, CCA Bible Study for Women, and 
HUGS ( Heads Up Guidance Services) work and 
how we can get involved in these ministries.

    In November, the WCCA was invited to attend 
the ground breaking ceremony of the HUGS 
Therapeutic Garden. A recipient of proceeds 
from the TOH, HUGS offers counseling to at-risk 
individuals or families who don’t have the financial 
means to obtain help elsewhere. Their hope is for 
the garden to be more than a place to grow plants 
and that it will provide a place for physical and 
mental health renewal and vocational training.

    The WCCA will host a December Charity Social 
where we will have fellowship and a surprise raffle 
opportunity! Be on the lookout for the date and 
location of this fun event.

    Next February, the WCCA will bring back our 
“Soup and Book Review” meeting. The book we 
have chosen to study and discuss will be Secrets of 
the Vine by Bruce Wilkinson. Copies of this book 
will be available for purchase in early January 2014.

    In March 2014, the WCCA issues a call for “All 
Hands on Deck”!! The 79th annual Savannah Tour 
of Homes and Gardens is scheduled for March 27-
30 and everyone at CCA is needed to help make this 
the most successful tour yet! Remember that all our 
hard work can bear so much more fruit when we 
work together! With each poster put up, each ticket 
sold, each friendly greeting to a visitor, each hour 
volunteered at a tour site or in Tour headquarters – 
these simple actions can translate into the funding 
necessary so a hungry person can be fed, someone 
in need can have access to a shower, a washer and 
dryer, and a set of clean clothes, a young pregnant 
girl can find hope, and they are all shown the love of 
Jesus Christ.

    John 15:8 says, “By this my Father is glorified, 
that you would bear much fruit.” Are you bearing 
fruit? Join us this season as we grow together and 
discovery ways for each of us to glorify our Lord.

Women of Christ Church Anglican

In His Name,
- Debbie Webb,
WCCA President
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Music Ministry

All-Church Caroling Party!
    

You are invited 
at 6:30p.m. on 
Friday Decem-
ber 6 to our All-
Church Caroling 
Party.  We will 
meet and park 
at the Geor-
gia Infirmary 
(1900 Abercorn 
Street), warm-

up our voices, and then process by candlelight 
through the neighborhood around our new 37th 
Street church site stopping and bringing holiday 
cheer to homes and businesses in the area.  

    Imagine, a knock on your door, and you open 
it to find a yard chock full of candlelit carolers 
singing of the coming and birth of the Christ Child 
and wishing you and your family a most Merry 
Christmas!   We will return to the Georgia Infirmary 
main hall for cookies, hot chocolate, and fellowship 
at the end of our journey.  Please dress for festive 
outdoor caroling…Christmas sweaters, scarves, and 
hats.

    We will supply the candles, the songbooks, and 
the hot chocolate.  Please bring cookies, lots of 
cookies…wrap up some to share with the families 
we visit and bring enough for all to eat at the end of 
our festive All-Church Caroling Party!     

The Advent Festival of 
Lessons and Carols
    All of the choirs of 
Christ Church Angli-
can will present the 
annual Festival of 
Lessons and Carols at 
the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service on Sunday, 
December 15.

    Come and hear of 
the coming of the Christ Child in this historic ser-
vice of nine Lessons and Carols presented in scrip-
ture and song.  

    This special service is also a fine opportunity to 
reach out to family, friends, and neighbors and in-
vite them to your church for a both a powerful and 
a beautiful witness of the Jesus Child and His light 
coming into the world.

    Begun at King’s College Cambridge England, this 
nearly 100-year-old service is broadcast live to the 
entire world each Christmas Eve.  Interestingly, our 
church has produced the only DVD of this service 
from a U.S. church (available on Amazon.com) as 
well as a CD of the “best of” which makes for a ter-
rific Christmas gift or stocking stuffer.   

- Mark K. Williams 
Parish Musician
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Music Ministry

    The latest CD coming out for this Fall is a newly-produced 
recording featuring Mark Williams playing a collection of the 
finest organ pieces from his large library of music for The King 
of Instruments.  Recorded and played on the Williams Organ, 
an instrument Mark designed and constructed in his and Tina’s 
home in Gordonston, the CD, entitled WILLIAMS PLAYS THE 
WILLIAMS is a tribute to the majesty and beauty of sacred music 
played on this, The King of Instruments.

    From the CD cover:  This project came about from the en-
couragement of friends and colleagues to produce a recording of 
beautiful, joyful, and wholly accessible organ repertoire played on 
an organ of my own design and making. For this particular CD, I 
have chosen many of my favorite pieces from over the years, piec-
es composed with imagination, flair, dynamism, and great feel-
ing—whether of great joy or of deep introspection. Each piece on 

the recording has been chosen as a gem from the vast literature for the organ - pieces from the 15th to the 20th 
century Spanish, English, French, Italian, Iberian, German, and American schools. My goal here is to make 
this, The King of Instruments, more accessible to a new generation of listeners all to the glory of God.

    This newest CD as well as all nine CD’s and DVD’s produced by our church’s Music Ministry which feature all 
of the different choirs of CCA, will be on sale on the front porch of the church beginning in late November for 
your perusal and purchase in the upcoming holiday season. 

ACF Update

On November 15 our inaugural Anglican Campus Felllowship minister, Collin Setterburg, ACF Georgia Tech, 
spent the weekend in Savannah for Philosophy of Ministry training.  ACF is working to launch our first campus 
at Georgia Tech in the fall of 2014 with the full support of Bishop Foley (ADOTS) as well as The Village Church 
(Atlanta).  Please continue to pray for God’s hand to move all obstacles to His Gospel going forth through an 
Anglican expression on University campuses throughout North America.

 - Chip Welch

	  

New CD Recording Coming Out This Fall!
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Financial Page
Year End Giving

cash, there are certain limitations to gifts of appre-
ciated stock that may apply. The amount that may 
be deducted is limited to 30% of the donor’s annual 
adjusted gross income. 

    If you decide that making a year-end gift of ap-
preciated stock to Christ Church Anglican is some-
thing that would be beneficial to you, contact your 
broker and fill out a Letter of Authorization form 
to authorize the transfer. Then have your broker 
contact Harry Moore with Wells Fargo Advisors at 
912-921-3406 or harry.moore@wfadvisors.com.  In 
most instances the transfer can be done electroni-
cally. If you hold the stock certificate, please contact 
Harry so you can transfer the stock to him in per-
son. Harry is a member of Christ Church Anglican 
and handles all stock transactions on behalf of the 
church for pledges to both the Operating Fund and 
the Building Fund. 

    When considering the best way to make year-end 
gifts of cash or stock to Christ Church Anglican, 
make the choice that is best for your personal fi-
nancial situation. The church will deeply appreciate 
your generosity!

Pledges Due!
    If you have not yet completed and returned your 
2014 Pledge Card, we ask that you do so as soon as 
possible. If you have lost the one that was mailed to 
you, please call the church office to request a re-
placement. Or, you may email your pledge to jmal-
ley@ccasav.org. Remember, each and every pledge 
is a step in the right direction!

    Reminder….for IRS tax purposes, in order to 
receive credit for tax deductible contributions, all 
donations for 2013 must be postmarked or hand 
delivered to the church office no later than Tuesday, 
December 31st. (There is a letter slot in the door 
if the office is closed.) Checks in envelopes post-
marked with a later date will be included as 2014 
donations, even if the check is dated 2012.

    If you have any questions, please contact Joan 
Malley in the church office (912-355-7730).

Year-end Gift Options: Cash or 
Stock?

    When making year-end gifts to Christ Church 
Anglican, donors most often make gifts of cash 
resulting in an income tax deduction as long as 
they itemize deductions on their federal income 
tax return. Most donors make their gifts of cash to 
Christ Church Anglican by placing their contribu-
tion in the offering plates on Sunday or by mailing 
their contribution to the church office. Cash gifts to 
the church are limited to 50% of the donor’s annual 
adjusted gross income. 

    Another option to consider is to make a year-end 
gift by transferring shares of appreciated stock or 
other securities from the donor’s brokerage ac-
count to the church’s brokerage account. These gifts 
may result in several income tax advantages which 
should be considered.

    Gifts of appreciated stock to Christ Church An-
glican allow donors to take a charitable income tax 
deduction, based on the value of the gift. To realize 
the benefit of a charitable income tax deduction, 
donors must have held the stock for more than 
twelve months and they must itemize deductions 
on their federal income tax return. With a gift of 
appreciated stock, donors receive an additional 
benefit because they avoid paying the long-term 
capital gains tax. Gifts of appreciated stock are also 
especially beneficial to donors with a concentrated 
position in a particular stock. Similar to gifts of 
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The Book Corner

Reading the 
Scriptures with 
the Reformers
by Timothy George
Inter Varsity Press, 2011. 

For today’s Christian, a 
clear understanding of 
Holy Scripture is one 
of the most important 
“tools in the bag,” and 
understanding Scripture 
through the eyes of 

spiritual giants that have gone before us is a must. 
There is no one better to introduce us to such giants 
and their relationship with God’s Word than Dr. 
Timothy George. Dr. Timothy George is Dean of 
Beeson Divinity School in Birmingham, Alabama, 
and received his Th.D. in Reformation History 
from Harvard. He is a delightful man and a clear 
and compelling writer. He has the ability to make 
history come alive and he is gifted in “connecting 
the dots” when it comes to history and the Bible.

    The first chapter, entitled, “Why Read the 
Reformers?” is worth the price of the book. George 
cites C.S. Lewis’ comment: “A man who has lived 
in many places is not likely to be deceived by the 
local errors of his native village: the scholar has 
lived in many times and is therefore in some degree 
immune from the great cataract of nonsense that 
pours from the press and the microphone of his 
own age.” George then summarizes vast stores of 
writing and commentary with great precision and 
clarity, starting with the interpretive principles of 
the Reformers and moving to their relevance in 
today’s post-modern world.

    The book might be considered a “Lutheran 
sandwich.” Luther is the meat of the matter, 
but I was re-introduced by George to Erasmus, 
who preceded Luther, and Melanchthon, who 
followed. I was reminded of the soil Erasmus 
turned in order for Luther to plant his seed 
and for the fruit of Luther’s work that was 
later harvested by Melanchthon, both brilliant 
and culture-changing servants of God. Later, 
George takes us down the Rhine River in an 
engaging geographical-historical “cruise,” 
noting the development of biblical thought as 
the Reformation made its way from northern 
Germany to places in the south.

In his conclusion, George states the following:

While debates about the Bible continue to 
divide Christians one from another, the 
Bible has also brought many Christians 
together. In the Scriptures they have found 
a common hope in Christ and a common 
ground on which to stand in a world 
fraught with danger and despair (page 
258).

Reading the Scriptures with the Reformers can 
do the same for us.

- MBR
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Speaker the Rev. Dr. Scot Sherman

Children with Miss Mimi  
and Miss Lisa

Kristen, Katie & Jim leading worship

Small Groups =  lively discussions

Parish Weekend in Pictures
Photos by Tom Cooper
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Fun for all ages

Food for all ages, too!
Corn hole runners up 
Casey & Emma Ricks 
with the Champions 
Angie & Rich Copetillo

Parish Weekend in Pictures
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Mailbag

Dear Father Marc and Father Layne,

    God has answered my prayers, and I have re-
ceived a great job offer in California, near my 
husband and our home there! My last Sunday in 
church will be 3 Nov. I will miss all of you tremen-
dously, and I am so thankful that God led me to this 
special congregation.
    As I have prayed for our church, the Lord im-
pressed me that His heart is pleased with Christ 
Church for standing up for the Gospel. He did 
not take that lightly, as you know, and He will not 
forget those who stand up for His Name. When we 
walked to IPC from Johnson Square, and I saw the 
IPC congregation on the lawn welcoming us, I was 
overwhelmed with tears of joy. Not only did they 
exhibit the heart of Christ in welcoming us, but 
God’s blessing and His hand upon us was so evident 
by moving the hearts of this sister congregation to 
welcome us, and by providing us with an incredibly 
beautiful building as our temporary home. 

    I have struggled with spending $8 million on 
bricks and mortar. Scripture says that He does not 
live in buildings made by hands. What building 
could contain Him? How much could we do in this 
city if we spent $8 million in practical ministry? 
As I prayed over this, the Lord showed me that 
all money is His. He honors the intentions of our 
hearts. Although He does not need cathedrals or 
multi-million dollar buildings, He will honor the 
pure intention of a congregation who wants to build 
a building that inspires them to worship Him, and 
that draws attention to His glory. Isn’t He good? As 
the building campaign moves forward, and worries 
about money and bills naturally enter in, I pray that 
the congregation never forgets the true purpose of 
the design of your new church.

Dear Christ Church Anglican, 

    Greetings from the Dennison family in Mukono, 
Uganda. We hope this letter finds you all well. Our 
family and many people in the Soroti Diocese were 
thrilled to have Father Marc and Matt Robertson 
with us in Uganda this summer. It is always such a 
great encouragement to be visited by members of 
our home congregation!

    We write with very grateful hearts in thanksgiv-
ing for your annual support of our family as UCU 
missionaries. We know the demand is high to put 
funds toward the new church building - which is 
also very important, of course - but we humbly 
thank you for continuing to support missions at the 
same level you have done generously since 2008 
when our family moved to Uganda. 

    Our prayers are with you at this exciting time in 
our church’s history. Stand firm and strong in the 
Lord. May you remain united in the one Spirit as 
He leads you forward. God bless you all! We miss 
you. 

Love in Christ, 
Mary Jane, Brian, Charlotte, 

David, Robert and Carol Dennison

(If you want to follow our blogs, 
you can visit our website 

dennisonsinuganda@squarespace.com)

You’ve Got Mail!
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Mailbag

    These thoughts were with me one Sunday as I 
was listening to a sermon in Acts. I was also think-
ing that many get impatient with our church be-
cause, in many ways, they are still stuck in the old 
Episcopal culture, and they are still the elder broth-
er to the prodigal son, as you so aptly preached on 
another Sunday. God drew my attention to a verse 
on the next page, Acts 9:16, “I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of My Name.” I 
felt Him telling me that He understood better than 
anyone how hard it was for an Episcopal Church to 
give up everything, including a historical building 
and endowment, for the Gospel. Much harder than 
a nondenominational Church giving up a building 
with folding chairs. He said to me that He would 
continue to bless Christ Church, that His heart is 
pleased with this congregation, that He will pro-
vide, but that the church also has so much yet to 
learn about standing up for His Name and the 
Gospel. The road ahead will be full of blessings, and 
also full of opportunities to consider it a joy to par-
ticipate in the sufferings of Christ. The end result 
will be a vibrant church of strong faith ministering 
to Savannah in His Name. THAT is the legacy that 
we are building!

    God Bless you both for leading this church! You 
are hand-picked by our King and Lord to lead this 
flock. What an honor! 

You have blessed me 
and I will miss you,

Ilona

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

    Thank you from the bottom of my heart for 
your prayers and thoughtfulness; your visits, calls, 
e-mails and cards are so appreciated.

    The Memorial Service for Joe was so uplifting! So 
many of you being there was a comfort and blessing 
to me and the family.
    Without exception, everyone raved about the 
reception provided by the Women of Christ Church 
Anglican.  If anyone walked away hungry, it was 
their own fault: there was such a variety!  And I 
took plenty home, too.

    Joe loved the Lord and he believed that the Lord 
wants us to be happy and joyful. What we all will al-
ways remember about Joseph Peter is that he loved 
to laugh and make others laugh with him! “A joyful 
heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit dries up 
the bones” Psalm 17:22.  Joe had this one nailed!

    A friend wrote me a note and at the end of it 
closed with these poignant words:

    Death leaves a heartache no one can heal,
    Love leaves a memory no one can steal.

Your Sister in Christ,
      Maryann Cela
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December

Parish Life Calendar

1  11:45 AM
  First Sunday Breakfast
  IPC Fellowship Hall

5  4:30 PM
  Wardens’ Meeting
  6 PM
  Parish Council Meeting
  65th Street Office

6  6:30 PM
  St. Nicolas Event/Carol Singing
  GA Infirmary,
  36th and Abercorn Streets

10  5-8 PM
  WCCA Christmas Social
  Debbie Webb’s home

12  6 PM
  Finance Cmte. Meeting
  65th Street Office

15  9 AM
  Advent Festival of Lessons and   
  Carols
  IPC Nave
  

19  6 PM
  Vestry Meeting
  65th Street Office

23  6 PM
  Christmas Pageant
  IPC Chapel

24  12 Noon
  CCA Office closed through 
  December 26th
  9 PM
  Feast of the Nativity Service
  IPC Nave

25  10 AM
  Feast of the Nativity Service
  St. Andrew’s REC

31  12 Noon 
  CCA Office Closed  through 
  January 1st

5  11:45 AM
  First Sunday Breakfast
  IPC Fellowship Hall

9  4:30 PM
  Wardens’ Meeting
  6 PM
  Parish Council Meeting
  65th Street Office

12  9 AM
  Epiphany Sunday with Baptisms
  IPC Nave

16  6 PM
  Finance Cmte. Meeting
  65th Street Office

January
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Parish Life Calendar

February

16  10:45 AM
  Annual Parish Meeting
  IPC Chapel

20  6 PM
  Finance Cmte. Meeting
  65th Street Office

22  9-10:30 AM
  Eucharistic Minister and Wesley
  Order Training
  
  10:30 AM-Noon
  Lector Training
  IPC Nave

27  6 PM
  Vestry Meeting
  65th Street Office

20  Martin Luther King Day;
  CCA Office Closed

22  March for Life; 
  Washington, DC

23  6 PM
  Vestry Meeting
  65th Street Office

26  9 AM 
  Savannah Tour of Homes 
  and Gardens Sunday
  IPC Nave

2  11:45 AM
  First Sunday Breakfast
  IPC Fellowship Hall

9  12 Noon
  Founders Day Oyster Roast
  Villa Marie Center
  (Isle of Hope)

13  4:30 PM
  Wardens’ Meeting
  6 PM
  Parish Council Meeting
  65th Street Office




