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From My Heart

Last month I revealed twelve goals I have
for the remaining months while I am the
pastor of Silver Springs Baptist Church.
One of those was goals was not to wear an
orthopedic boot, but I am.
Some in our church took a big step toward my second
goal, “See our membership win people to Jesus and
connect them to our church” when they attended Victory
Baptist Church to hear David Leavell speak on the John
3:16 challenge which is to trying to share the gospel with a
lost person, at least, once a week. Eighteen Silver Springs
people said they responded somehow to be involved in the
challenge. In the days ahead others will have an
opportunity to join these eighteen in the commitment they
made.
Another very positive happening in April was our “Spring
Fling Outreach.” West Elementary, just down the road from
us, had a great day for their spring event. For most of the
day every parking place on our campus was full and cars
were parked in the grass. Before people boarded the
shuttles we were able to have conversations with them. Our
big emphasis was Vacation Bible School.
When they got to the school our people engaged them. We
have the names and email addresses of about 89 families.
At the school our people talked with folks about the Lord,
our church, and Vacation Bible School. Surely out of all
those touches, we can reach some for Jesus Christ.

Silver Springs Baptist Church
9938 Lebanon Road, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122  615-758-7853
Email: silversprings@tds.net
www.silverspringsbaptist.com

Sharing God’s Word. Showing God’s Love.
Russ Stephens, Pastor
John Shouse, Youth Pastor
Phillip Brunner, Worship Pastor
Beverly Birdsong, Church/Financial Secretary

New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-17).............................. $634,411.16
New Building Fund Given since January ...................................... $330.00
Total Given ............................................................................ $634,741.16
New Building Fund balance as of March 31, 2018 ............ $624,371.60
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.)

Through April 22, 2018 (16 weeks)
Budget Goal ........................................................................... $102,945.60
Budget Given ......................................................................... $102,224.25
Difference .................................................................................... ($721.35)
Budget Expenses (thru 3-31-18) .............................................. $83,172.96

Alan Raughton of LifeWay called and wanted to know if for
the next several months we would like to be a part of a pilot
program to strengthen our Sunday School? At no cost to
us, that seemed like a “no brainer” to me. He will work with
me, our directors, and our Sunday School leaders to help us
be more effective in reaching out and teaching God’s Word.
You will be hearing more about this opportunity in the days
ahead.
The Nominating Committee has met to get started on
staffing our volunteer positions for 2018-19 and the process
has begun to provide for interim leadership in the days
ahead.
Because we do not accept government funding, investments

Tennessee Baptist Children’s Homes

Let me know how I can help you to be a Champion for the
Lord Jesus.
Glad to be your pastor,

from local churches through the Cooperative Program enable
us to teach Christian values to the children in our care. The
Mother’s Day Offering makes a huge difference in the lives of
our children. This one effort provides approximately 33% of
the annual operating funds we need to support ongoing
ministries.

Gathering Together for Worship

project:JOY

We are over half-way through looking at healthy tensions in our
Let me begin by saying, if you didn’t
worship. If you’ve missed the first seven “tensions,” please
attend
this
year’s
Ladies’
Retreat at Camp Paradise Valley,
email Beverly in the church office for copies of these articles.

you TRULY missed an amazing experience. We had a total

Healthy Tension #8: For the Church and for the Unbeliever. I
of 28 ladies from about 10 different churches all across
would venture to write that this tension has been one of the
hardest tensions in planning worship gatherings in my 19 years Middle Tennessee. The ladies of Lovumor Ministries
NEVER disappoint, and this year was no different. Our
of being a worship pastor.
The Church is NOT everyone who gathers together on Sunday
morning or evening or any other time for our worship services.
There are almost always non-believers and visiting believers
and children of believers among us. But the overwhelming
majority of those gathered are those who:
1. Are trusting in Jesus as Savior and Lord and
2. Have felt called by God and obediently joined the local
fellowship in this place.
So when planning a worship service, one has to ask, “Who am
I planning this worship service for?” Obviously, our gatherings
are first and foremost to glorify God. That’s a given. But we
must recognize secondary reasons why we gather as well.
For the Church (believing members in this congregation): Our
worship times must encourage spiritual growth and maturity
within our fellowship. This is what our church needs and what
our community needs from us. But please note what I did not
say, which is, “Our worship is to please our fellowship.” Our
worship is to please God and spur on our fellowship toward
obedience, faith, passion, comfort, and maturity.
When we gather, we should expect to give God glory. And
when we do, we will find comfort in His presence and be
encouraged to follow Him in complete trust while living in unity
with our brothers and sisters. That’s a lot to expect! But wait,
there’s more…
For the Unbeliever/Guests: Paul speaks very clearly about
unbelievers in our presence in 1 Corinthians 14, and so we
must think very carefully as well, about them. Here are some
questions to consider:
1. Are guests confused by methods, actions, phrases,
words, songs, etc. that we use?
2. Do we acknowledge guests at all during our gatherings
or pretend like they aren’t there?
3. Do guests sense a group of people who “have it all
together” or a group of “sinners saved by grace?”
4. Do guests find a welcoming place or a private country
club with traditions and “ways” that are hidden and
confusing?
5. Should we intentionally plan avenues for guests to join
in?
If our worship gatherings are not mindful of guests,
especially the unbeliever, why then would we even
consider inviting them to church?
One of the easiest ways I’ve found to balance this tension is
this: focus on the good news of Jesus Christ - his cross, his
death, his resurrection, his return. The gospel is the best thing
to give to the church and to the non-believer. Pray that we
keep the gospel the center of lives and not our preferences.
The gospel unites both the church and unbelievers who will
believe, but our preferences divide.
For the Church? Yes!
For the Unbeliever? Yes!
For God and Jesus? Absolutely Yes!

Blessings,

Pastor Phillip

retreat theme this year was “Under Construction.” We
focused on God’s perfect plan and design for our lives and
how to build on His strong foundation. The weekend
included plenty of entertainment as well. We had our first
ever LipSync Battle with songs ranging from 90s love
ballads to Biblical remixes of some classic rock tunes. This
was our first year attending Camp Paradise Valley in
Burkesville, Kentucky. Our ladies thoroughly enjoyed the
beautiful grounds and the awesome food! We hope you will
consider joining us next year because we know we’ll be
brought to His throne and truly be ministered to.
Every May, Silver Springs collects the Mothers’ Day Offering
to benefit the Tennessee Baptist Children’s Home. This non
-government funded home for orphans and other youth has
a campus located right here in Middle Tennessee! Silver
Springs always shows up for this offering, and we anticipate
this year will be no different. Please begin preparing your
heart now for the decision about how you will give this year.
The annual offering is emphasized on Mothers’ Day, but you
may give ANY time throughout the year.
We want to thank you SSBC for meeting AND exceeding
our Annie Armstrong Easter Offering for North American
Missions!! This year we set a goal of $3,000.00 and gave
$3,180.00!
Also, this month will be the return of our Ladies’ Luncheon.
This year’s luncheon will be held on Saturday, May 19 from
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Our theme
for the event is An Old Fashioned Dinner on the Grounds.
There will not be “table hosts” inviting guests as in the past.
This is EVERY LADY’S invitation to this event. The meat
and drinks will be provided, but we are asking each lady to
please bring a side dish and/or a dessert. There will be sign
up sheets in Sunday School classes and on the project:JOY
bulletin board in the Educational Annex. After eating, we will
gather in the Sanctuary for a video presentation from one of
Lifeway’s fabulous women’s study authors & speakers.
We’re so looking forward to sharing this day with the
fabulous women of SSBC.

Thanks for serving with us!
project:JOY Ministry
for Women Team

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

SSBC People in the News

8:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service
Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training
Nursery: birth-2 yrs.
Mission Friends: 3 yrs.-K
Children in Action (co-ed missions
program grades 1-5)
Youth Fuel Worship Service
Special Friends Class

13
6:45 p.m.
18
19

11:00 a.m.

27
28

10:00 a.m.

Mary Strickland, grade 11, Honor Roll for Lebanon High
School

Our
Church
Schedule

West Elementary Spring Fling Pictures

TBCH Mother’s Day Offering
Regular Monthly Business Meeting
TBMB Journey Children’s Weekend Camp, Linden
Valley Conference Center
2018 project:JOY Ministry for Women Ladies Luncheon,
SSBC
Graduate Recognition, SSBC
Memorial Day, CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday School
Sympathy

Last month we discussed some ideas on
inviting people to Sunday School with
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to Jennifer
intention. This month, we will look at
Stephens in the death of her grandfather; to Jennifer Medlin
Discovering the truth of God’s Word.
in the death of her grandfather; to Mike Blevins in the death
Every person that is in a class can
of his uncle; and to Betty Taylor in the death of her cousin.
discover how God’s Word applies to
their lives. They can discover how
personal experience can be helpful to
someone else going through similar
situations. Every person discovers
people who need ministry, hope,
fellowship, prayer, discipleship, and a fresh encounter with
Christ. So how can you help with discovery in your class?
Here are some tips:
 Ask questions! It usually helps to get a discussion
started.
 Accept assignments from the teacher. Stand up to the
challenge of an assignment. Church does not just
happen on Sunday!
 Read the lesson before class. Get out your pen and
highlighter and mark key verses and ideas that you would
like to discuss in greater detail.
 Be ready to participate and express your thoughts.
Your teacher has spent much time in preparation for the
lesson. Being actively involved lets them know that their
time was worth it (and you might get a little blessing too!).
 If you have ideas, share them! Share ideas with your
teacher and/or the class. We learn best from our peers
and we should all be open to the ideas of others.
Next month we will be looking at how to Connect. Think
ahead as to what you can do to help people in your class
become more connected!

Eric & Katrina
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Goal: $3,000.00
Given: $3,180.00
We are only $139.00 short of giving our largest
offering ever for North American Missions!

VBS Decorations
If you would like to donate or let us borrow any sports
equipment to decorate for VBS, there will be a drop-off
box in the side lobby. If you have any questions see
Allison Pierce or email her at
allison.pierce2782@gmail.com.

Vacation Bible School

June 4-8  9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
4 years through grade 6

Young Adult Ministry
Romans 8:35
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or
hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or
sword?
This past weekend, we had a group of 10 participate in the
Secret Church simulcast. Not only did we learn about counterfeit
gospels and cults, we learned about the people of Malaysia.
While Christianity is allowed to be practiced by citizens and
visitors of the country, native Malaysians are prohibited from
practicing any other form of religion, other than Islam, by their
national and local government. Doing so can lead to arrest,
kidnapping, imprisonment, and being cut off from ones family.
Please pray for those that choose to follow Christ, so they are
strengthened to endure the persecution they may/will face. Also,
pray for those that are working to bring the gospel to these
people, who are eager to hear and receive Jesus.
Also, keep the young adults in your prayers as finals are coming
up, and for all the important decisions that come with being a
young adult, who is transitioning into the adult world.

Kenny & Allison

For more information go to
www.silverspringsbaptist.com, choose kids, then
choose vbs.
For early registration, email Allison Pierce at
allison.pierce2782@gmail.com or call the church office at
615-758-7853.
Below is what we need to know to register your child:
 Child’s name
 Parent’s name
 Parent’s phone number
 Parent’s email address
 Address
 Names of siblings
 Allergies
 The church you attend in the community.

Graduate Recognition Day
May 27  10:00 a.m.
(High School and College)

Please contact the Church Office by May 23 if you plan to
participate.
Name: _________________ Phone: ________________
Email: _________________ School: ________________

