
From My Heart  
 

When I was a kid I delivered the 
Eldorado Daily Journal newspaper.  One 
place I went was the Eldorado Nursing 
Home, a two story building at the corner 
of Locust and Third.  As a pre-teen, I did 
not like going in that place and I would 
rush through the building.  To me, it was depressing, 
among other things.  As I hurriedly delivered my papers 
to residents and staff, I would pass a lady they placed in 
the hall most everyday who continually called out, “Lord, 
take me home.”  As a kid and a non-Christian, I thought 
those were some of the most horrible words I had ever 
heard. 
 
Now as a senior adult myself, and living in the world we 
live in with all of the horrible, crazy, hateful, disrespectful, 
and many more adjectives that can describe it, those are 
precious words. 
 
I am glad for the believer this world is not all there is, 
nor the best there is.  Though, I want to live many more 
years, I am glad I’ve got someplace to go where we won’t 
have to deal with the idiocy of this world. 
 
In 2 Corinthians 5:8, Paul says he "would prefer to be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord." 
 
But until then, we have work to do.  There are so many 
people who do not have that same outlook.  There are 
young Christians who need to be discipled.  There is a 
life to be lived with joy and anticipation. 
 
Glad to be your pastor, 
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Silver Springs Baptist Church 
9938 Lebanon Road, Mt. Juliet, TN 37122    615-758-7853 

Email:  silversprings@tds.net      www.silverspringsbaptist.com 

Sharing God’s Word.  Showing God’s Love. 
Russ Stephens, Pastor 

John Shouse, Youth Pastor 
Phillip Brunner, Worship Pastor 

Beverly Birdsong, Church/Financial Secretary 

 
 
 
 

New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-16) .............................. $632,216.16 

New Building Fund Given since January .................................... $1,625.00 

Total Given ............................................................................. $633,841.16 
 

New Building Fund balance as of August 31, 2017 ........... $601,971.37 
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.) 

 

 

 

 
 

Through September 24, 2017 (39 weeks) 

Budget Goal ........................................................................... $251,673.63 

Budget Given.......................................................................... $223,063.11 

Difference ............................................................................... ($28,610.52) 

Budget Expenses (thru 8-31-17) ............................................ $210,747.39 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Golden Offering 
for Tennessee Missions 

Goal:  $2,000.00 
Given:  $1,045.00 

 

 

Welcome New Member 
BY BAPTISM 

Ryleigh Wilson 
 



 
 

Last month I began a series of articles about healthy 
tensions in our worship of the Most High God.  Healthy 
Tension #1 is that God is both transcendent (existing 
outside of our time and space) and immanent (permanently 
pervading and sustaining everything we know).  An easy 
way to think of this is that God is both very far off and very 
near. 
 

Charles Spurgeon wrote:  “I can admire the solemn and 
stately language of worship that recognizes the greatness of 
God (transcendence), but it will not warm my heart or 
express my soul until it has also blended with the joyful 
nearness (immanence) of that perfect love that casts out 
fear and ventures to speak with our Father in heaven as a 
child speaks with its father on earth.” 
 

Healthy Tension #2:  Head and Heart.  I probably don’t need 
to even speak to this tension, but here goes.  Guests to our 
churches tend to verbalize one of these two views after 
visiting: 
 

1.  “This church loves expository preaching, Bible Study, 
and theology.  But there’s no life.  People seem cold and 
unaffected by the teaching.”  OR 

2.  “This church is warm and friendly and sings passionately.  
But there’s no truth.  Scriptures are often taken out of 
context, and spontaneity is everything.” 

 

In fact, these two views are not only expressed by guests, 
but they are often expressed by one church congregation 
towards other church congregations, lobbed as insults.  But 
in truth, God desires doctrine (truth/mind) and devotion 
(love/heart). 
 

And if we are honest, we each lean one way or the other.  
And if we are deeply honest, we probably think that 
whatever way we “lean” is probably the “right” or “best” way.  
But we must not settle for either/or. 
 

We must be committed to pursuing doctrinal truth because if 
we don’t, we cannot possibly worship the true and living 
God.  In other words, we can’t worship a God whom we do 
not know or whom we know in a shallow, casual way.  He is 
so much more! 
 

We must also be committed to pursuing devoted affection 
for our God because if we don’t, we will break the first and 
greatest commandment, to love the Lord God with 
everything we have.  Notice the greatest commandment is 
not to know God but to love Him.  Of course, you cannot 
love someone whom you do not know! 
 

To which are you more committed?  Doctrinal truth or 
devoted affection?  Pursue the one you struggle with all the 
more because these two are completely linked.  And one 
day, we shall see clearly, and know God perfectly, and love 
Him eternally! 
 

Praise God that He desires both our hearts and our minds! 
 Blessings, 

 Pastor Phillip 
 859-635-6554 
 phillipbrunner@me.com 
 

 
 
As the calendar brings a change in our weather season, it also 
brings a new season in the life of our church.  New committees 
are being formed and new responsibilities are being divided out 
among our church members.  Fall is often the beginning of a 
very busy time for our church.  From now until the end of the 
year we have two special offerings for mission work, Operation 
Christmas Child donation boxes for children overseas, plus 
Thanksgiving & Christmas parties and special events.  That's 
enough to keep anyone really busy for months, but does all that 
"busy" have a purpose? As we plan our holiday season 
activities, please know our purpose is to have a purpose.  In all 
project:JOY events, the message is our primary focus.  So for 
your own events, don't worry if your table decor isn't perfect, 
but instead worry about the eternity of that friend or family 
you're having over. 
 

Our Golden Offering for Tennessee Missions goal of $2,000 is 
slowly becoming a reality.  Currently we have collected 
$1,045.00.  That's in addition to the disaster relief funds of 
$1,425.00 donated for Hurricanes Harvey and Irma! 
 

This month, be on the lookout for the Operation Christmas 
Child WISH LISTS!  Those items will be collected throughout 
the month of October & early November and boxes will be 
packed by our FUEL students, Children in Action, and Mission 
Friends and prepared for delivery. 
 

Also continuing this month is our Secrets Savored class at  
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday nights.  Katrina is doing a great job 
with this class, and class members will begin sharing their own 
signature culinary creations soon!  Please make plans to join us 
to have your belly and spirit filled. 
 

Thank you for serving with the project:JOY team. 
 

Jen 
615-202-8922 
projectjoy.ssbc@gmail.com 
 

Kenny & Allison 

Young Adult Ministry 

project:JOY Gathering Together for Worship  

 
 

This time of year is always a busy time and it's the same for 
the Young Adult Ministry at Silver Springs.  We will be diving 
into a bible study called Big Questions?.  This study takes a 
look at some of the questions that are harder to answer and 
explain.  We hope this will challenge everyone to dig a little 
deeper into scripture and not only will they be able to answer 
those hard questions, but also draw a bit closer in their walk 
with Christ. 
 
We will also be looking for some opportunities to help some 
folks out with some projects they could use some extra 
hands on.  As for an event this month we are looking at 
planning a return trip to Millers Thrillers; apparently the 
young adults like being scared and well it's pretty fun 
watching them jump out of their shoes when someone 
sneaks up on them!  Please let us know if we can be of help 
to you and thank you for praying for the young adults of this 
church. 



Sunday School 

Come join us for  
Fuel Worship Service 

(students 6th-12th grade) on 
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

From the Garage, 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 
 8:45 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration 
 6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service 
  Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training 
  Nursery:  birth-2 yrs. 
  Mission Friends:  3 yrs.-K 
  Children in Action (co-ed missions 

program grades 1-5) 
  Youth Fuel Worship Service 
  Special Friends Class 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our 
Church 
Schedule 

 
 
 1 4:30 p.m. Church-wide Picnic at the Pastor’s House 
 6-8  Youth Ministry Fall Retreat 
 8 6:45 p.m. Regular Monthly Business Meeting 
 9-12 9:00 a.m. WCBA Day Camp 
14  Young Adult Ministry Mission Project 
15  2017 Church Calendar Submissions Due 
19 4:30 p.m. WCBA Annual Meeting Session 1, SSBC 
  6:00 p.m. WCBA Annual Meeting Supper, SSBC 
  7:00 p.m. WCBA Annual Meeting Session 2, SSBC 
21 4:00 p.m. Silver Springers Dinner Out, Hermitage House 

Smorgasbord 
22 2:00 p.m. WCBA Gospel Singing 

 
 
 
 

September 
 

Sunday School........................ 103 Undesignated ........... $24,164.25 
Morning Worship ..................... 117 Building Fund ................ $205.00 
Evening Worship ....................... 39 GOTM ........................ $1,045.00 
Wednesday Evening ............... N/A DR-Hurricanes ........... $1,425.00 
  Joy Center ..................... $100.00 
  Worship Atmosphere ....... $60.07 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here's what's happening in the student ministry.  Sunday 
School is going strong, Wednesday night is worship time.  
For the last two weeks, the students have been talking about, 
where they've been, where they're at, and where they want to 
be.  God is doing great things. 
 
This month we will be going camping at Cedars of Lebanon.  
We also, have several other outings planned where students 
will have an opportunity to ask friends to join them.  Continue 
to pray with us, and pray for the students to tell their stories 
and invite friends to church. 
 

 
 
YOU have been chosen to be 
part of the body of Christ! 
Church membership is more 
than just belonging to a “club;” it 
is a scriptural expression of 
covenant connectedness to a 
church.  Membership is not 
something you have; it is 

something you DO.  It is first building a relationship with Christ in 
faith.  Membership is belonging to the Body of Christ-the church.  
Romans 12:5 states, “so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.”  Being a 
church member does several things: 
-makes your commitment to Christ visual. 
-keeps us accountable. 
-gives us opportunities for personal growth. 
-gives us stability. 
-provides an opportunity to contribute. 
 

Be in prayer about what God may be calling you to do as part of 
His body.  There are many ministries within our church where 
you can be used! 

 
 

ISO (IN SEARCH OF) anyone with amazing talent.  We 
need you!!!  The children’s SS department has 
started having a morning assembly at 8:45.  If you 
can do magic, puppetry, music, experiments, tricks, 
etc. for a 15-20 minute lesson, please see Katrina 
Smith or Lisa Shouse.  We would love for you to 
come share your talent with our future disciples! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drop off date:  November 19 
We are collecting Operation Christmas Child boxes now through 
November 19.  Please pack your box and leave it in an item 
drop off box in the side lobby or the education annex.  For 
directions on how to pack a box, as well as, gift suggestions 
according to age and gender go online at https://
www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-
shoe-box/. 
 

If you do not wish to pack a box, but would like to help, you may 
give a donation for shipping cost ($9 per box).  This can be 
given to Allison Pierce.  Any checks should be made out to 
Samaritan’s Purse with Operation Christmas Child on the memo 
line. 
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Tennessee Baptist Convention 
November 14-15 

First Baptist Church, Hendersonville 
Messengers will be elected in our October Business Meeting. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Recognition Service 
Harold Turner 

10 years of Church Custodial Service 

October 8  Immediately after Morning Service 
Please bring finger foods. 

 
 
 
 

Silver Springs to Host 
Wilson County Baptist Associational 

Annual Meeting 
October 19 

Session 1:  4:00 p.m. Phillip Brunner leading worship 
 Rick Burns, pastor of Cedar Creek, 

doctrinal sermon 
 Special music by Silver Springs 
Supper:  6:00 p.m. Special Activities Committee, Amber 

Cummings, chairperson, is leading 
Session 2: 7:00 p.m. Phillip Brunner leading worship 
 Russ Stephens, missionary sermon 
 Special music by Silver Springs 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend.  Only our five elected 
messengers will be able to vote during the business 
sessions. 
 
 
 
 

Silver Springers' Dinner Out 
October 21  4:00 p.m. 

Hermitage House Smorgasbord 
 

Music 

Games 

Ru
ss’

 

Great P
rizes 

Church-wide Picnic at the Pastor’s House 
October 1 

4:30 p.m. Begin gathering 
5:30 p.m. Worship 

6:00 p.m. Eat 

Everyone Welcome! 
Paul Bates’ smoked pork & drinks are provided. 

Bring side dishes, desserts, & lawn chairs. 

 

Fellowship 


