NETWORK
e
h
T
Volume XXVIII

April 2018

Number 4

From My Heart

You probably know what is on my mind
today—finishing well. Since announcing
my plans to retire from the pastorate of
Silver Springs Baptist Church as of August
31, 2018, Theresa and I have heard such
wonderful well-wishes from you and others.
It is shocking as to how quickly and how far-reaching news
travels these days.
What do I mean by finishing well? I want to . . .
1. Personally win people to Jesus and baptize new
converts.
2. See our membership win people to Jesus and connect
them to our church.
3. Witness saved folks joining Silver Springs by transfer of
their church membership.
4. Experience folks who God is calling into vocational
ministry publicly acknowledge His call on their lives.
5. See strong attendance in Sunday School, both worship
services, and on Wednesday nights.
6. Have members who have gotten lax in attendance,
commitment, and love for their church to renew their
passion.
7. Reflect and celebrate our accomplishments over the last
30 years as pastor and people.
8. Assist in getting the Nominating Committee process
complete early, since the “crush” of this team’s work
always falls in August.
9. Prepare records and materials that are in my office and
head for a smooth transition in the interim and for a
successful launch of the next pastor’s, who by the way,
God already knows, ministry.
10. Have conversations with the appropriate leadership to
empower them into being confident leaders.
11. Provide strong pastoral care and leadership until
August 31.
12. Simply enjoy some of the finest people I have ever
met—the believers of Silver Springs Baptist Church.
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New Building Fund Given (thru 12-31-17) ............................. $634,411.16
New Building Fund Given since January ...................................... $305.00
Total Given ............................................................................ $634,716.16
New Building Fund balance as of February 28, 2018 ....... $619,791.85
(This total includes deduction for expenses and additions from interest earned.)

Through March 25, 2018 (12 weeks)
Budget Goal ............................................................................. $77,209.20
Budget Given ........................................................................... $73,454.07
Difference ................................................................................. ($3,755.13)
Budget Expenses (thru 2-28-18) .............................................. $48,020.23

In the four remaining “From My Heart” articles, I will
reminisce, reveal some policies I will have as the former
pastor, thank you, and tell you how much I love and
appreciate you, because I do.
Glad to be your pastor,

Goal: $3,000.00
Given:$1,710.00
Given last year: $2,142.00
Most given (’16): $3,319.00

Gathering Together for Worship
We are over half-way through looking at healthy tensions in our
worship. If you’ve missed the first six “tensions,” please email
Beverly in the church office for copies.
Healthy Tension #7: I’m going to ask the opening questions
Bob Kauflin asks in his book Worship Matters in this chapter:
Which is more pleasing to God?
(a) A hundred-voice choir singing Handel’s Messiah
accompanied by a full orchestra.
(b) An average pianist or small band sincerely leading the
church in a passionate rendition of “Amazing Grace.”
Do you see a tension here? From which does God receive the
greatest glory? Hmmm…maybe “I don’t know” is the best
answer.
If group (a) is filled with masterful musicians who do not have a
relationship with Jesus (which can be found in concert halls
across our country doing this very piece of music), then I’m not
“There is a world that sees and hears us talking about a
sure how much glory God is getting because the worshipping
heart is missing.
hell we believe in, but we do not tell them how to avoid

Sunday School

If group (b) is filled with Jesus followers, but their skill is lacking
to such a degree that wrong notes and chords and flat notes
are being played and sung - while the heart may be present,
those who are being led to worship God might be, shall we say,
distracted? Mature believers can look beyond the lack of skill
and say in their hearts, “Look! So-and-so is giving it all they’ve
got!” But immature believers and non-Christians are saying
something totally different in their minds, and it is far less Godglorifying.
Exodus 36:2 reads, “And Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab
and every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill,
everyone whose heart stirred him up to come to do the work.”
God called out the “skilled” and the “stirred” to craft His temple.
God wants us to worship with excellence and with authenticity.
Skillful worship is not an end, it’s a means to an end - the end
of glorifying God!
First, notice that Bezalel and Oholiab’s worship is not in the
context of a worship service, but rather in every day worship
living! How’s your worship living going each and every day?
What skill has God given you and passion has He stirred up in
you that when combined would be giving God great glory in
your every day living?
Second, how does this relate to our worship gatherings? Here
are some questions to ponder and answer about how this
tension (skilled and authentic) affects the Jesus follower sitting
in the pew each week:
1. Do you expect to be led by skillful and authentic worship
leaders? You should!
2. If God expects “skilled” and “authentic” worship leaders, do
you think He expects “skilled” and “authentic” worshippers?
3. What might “skillful” worship from a congregant look like?
Certainly you don’t have to take lessons! A joyful noise can
be perfectly acceptable according to scripture.
4. What does “authentic” worship from a person sitting in a
pew mean? Perhaps it might be easier to think about what
“unauthentic” worship from a person in the pew would be
like?
5. What does “preparation” have to do with “authenticity” and
“skill” for the worshipper? Is there an element of
“preparation” for the worshipper just like there is for the
worship leaders before a worship gathering occurs?

it.” WOW… We were convicted as we heard these words
stated by Pastor Randy Davis at the Empowered
Discipleship conference. What are we doing to keep people
from hell? It made us look into what we are supposed to be
doing as a body of Christ to grow His kingdom. Over the
next several months, we will be sharing 3 main jobs of
Sunday School members: Inviting, Discovering, and
Connecting. These ideas are based on the 3D Sunday
School. This month we will share some ideas on inviting
others with intention.
1. Share Your Sunday School Testimony - Let them know
what your class believes in, how it has helped you on
your journey with Christ, and how Christ has changed
you.
2. Respond During Crises - This could be a death, a
transition in job or home, or major decisions to be made.
Don’t listen when Satan whispers, “Just give them their
space.” Reach out to them and show them God’s love.
3. Invite Them Face-to-Face - Go knock on their door! Take
something with you to leave behind when you go. It may
be a baked good, Christian magazine, or information
about our church.
4. Distribute Literature to Them - This may entice them to
attend. They will be able to pre-plan for what is going to
be taught and feel more comfortable.
5. Stay in Touch - When there is a visitor or member who
does not regularly attend, follow-up with them. Be
persistent---with gentleness and genuine care!
6. Enlist an Outreach Leader - Within your Sunday School
class, identify someone with a gift of evangelism and let
them coordinate outreach missions.

It is important to mention that your invitation may be the
answer to someone’s prayer. It may be the nudge they
I have a slight suspicion that the more we all focus on the skills need to attend and grow their relationship with Christ. Make
that God has given us and the passions He stirs up inside of us an investment in the Kingdom God has granted us
to use those skills, the more God-glorifying our worship
access to!
gatherings and more importantly, our worship lives will be!

Pastor Phillip

Eric & Katrina

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

SSBC People in the News

8:45 a.m. Sunday School
10:00 a.m. Worship Celebration
6:00 p.m. Evening Praise Service
Kingdom Movers Children’s Ministry

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE
6:30 p.m. Adult Discipleship Training
Nursery: birth-2 yrs.
Mission Friends: 3 yrs.-K
Children in Action (co-ed missions
program grades 1-5)
Youth Fuel Worship Service
Special Friends Class

Mason Smallwood won the “Jump Rope for Heart” jump rope contest
for Kindergarten at Coles Ferry Elementary.

Our
Church
Schedule

Note of Thanks
1
10:00 a.m.
6-8
8
6:45 p.m.
10
6:30 p.m.
13-14
16
19
6:00 p.m.
21
4:00 p.m.
22
2:00 p.m.
29
6:00 p.m.

Resurrection Sunday
project:JOY Ladies Retreat, Camp Paradise Valley
Regular Monthly Business Meeting
WCBA VBS Clinic, Hillcrest Baptist Church
RA Wilderness Challenge, Camp Boxwell
NBA VBS Clinic, New Hope, Hermitage
WCBA Executive Board, West Haven Baptist Church
Silver Springers (Senior Adults) Dinner Out
WCBA Quarterly Singing, FBC, Watertown
Lord’s Supper

February

Sunday School .................... 105
Morning Worship ................. 118
Evening Worship ................... 41
Wednesday Evening ........... N/A
Undesignated ............... $24,951.85
Building Fund .................... $110.00
LM..................................... $200.00
AAEO .................................. $80.00
Joy Center ........................ $120.00
Women’s Ministry................ $60.00

March

Sunday School .................... 106
Morning Worship ................. 116
Evening Worship ................... 41
Wednesday Evening ........... N/A

Thank you for the cards, flowers, calls, visits, and especially the prayers
during the death of my mother. It means a lot to have a loving church
family.
Glenda Britt
This holiday season we are grateful for your support. In 2017 we were
able to provide:
 over 125,000 pounds of food
 groceries for more than 1,200 families
 over $25,000 in utility assistance
We were also able to give clothing to many families in our community.
We couldn’t do it without your generosity!
Sincerely
Carolyn Smith, Director
Mt. Juliet Help Center
Thank you for all your support, prayers, food, flowers, and visits during
the passing of my father.

It was such a great comfort to me and my family.
Sue & James Denney
Thomas & Valerie Denney
Allison & Lee Pierce & family
Undesignated ............... $25,778.16
Building Fund .................... $100.00
LM ..................................... $100.00
AAEO ............................. $1,630.00
Youth Ministry ..................... $20.00
Joy Center ........................... $90.00
Eric Horner Love Offering .. $409.00
Women’s Ministry ................ $20.00

Sympathy
Our sincere Christian sympathy is extended to Inez Short in
the death of her step nephew, Ricky Wilson, and to Dorothy
Fudge in the death of her nephew, Mark Fudge.

project:JOY

OH MY GOODNESS IT’S ALREADY APRIL! That means crazy
town time for project:JOY. Even though we begin planning a
retreat right after one ends, the week OF the retreat is always
busy with last minute details and changes. Please be in prayer
for the 30 ladies attending this year’s retreat. We have ladies
from several churches and some who aren’t attending a church.
Our retreat team has already been praying for these ladies BY
NAME. We’re so incredibly excited to see all the hard work pay
off in an awesome experience.
Every Spring brings change. Usually it’s just changes in the
weather, wardrobe, and schedule, but this Spring will be the
beginning of another type of change for Silver Springs Baptist
Church. As most of you already know, our pastor has
announced his plans for retirement as of August 31. While this
is an exciting time for he and Theresa, it can be a little scary for
the rest of us. What other changes may happen? What kind of
things will our new pastor be passionate about?
While all of those are good questions, the number one question
we need to focus on is “What can we do to continue strong for
Christ?” If we keep that as our goal and Christ as our guide,
everything else will fall into place.

Thanks for serving with us!
The project:JOY
Ministry for Women Team

VBS Decorations
If you would like to donate or let us borrow any sports
equipment to decorate for VBS, there will be a drop-off box in
the side lobby. If you have any questions see Allison Pierce
or email her at allison.pierce2782@gmail.com.
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Getting Ready for VBS
Attending a VBS training event is a time saver for workers
and will help the worker provide a better experience for the
children.





Training Opportunities (Please attend one):
Wilson County Baptist Association: Hillcrest Baptist
Church, April 10, 6:30, p.m.
Nashville Baptist Association: New Hope Baptist
Church, Hermitage, April 16, 6:30 p.m.
Bledsoe Baptist Association: First Baptist Church,
Gallatin, April 10, 6:30 p.m.

Silver Springers' Dinner Out
(Senior Adults)

April 21  4:00 p.m.
Longhorn Steakhouse, Mt. Juliet

WCBA Quarterly Singing
April 22  2:00 p.m.

First Baptist Church, Watertown

Young Adult Ministry
This month as we continue to follow our daily Bible reading plan
we will also be participating in a live simulcast for the 2018 Secret
Church. This will take place on April 20 from 6:00 p.m. until
midnight at SSBC. Along with this Bible study, there will be a
time of prayer for those around the world who worship God, while
their government, community, or possibly their own family tries to
prevent that from happening. The topic for this event is:
"Cults and Counterfeit Gospels"
The apostle Paul was astonished that some followers of Christ in
his day were “turning to a different gospel,” and he pleaded with
them not to be deceived by those who wanted to “distort the
gospel of Christ.” These warnings given to the church in the first
century are just as relevant today for the church in the twenty-first
century.
There is no cost for this simulcast, but we do need to know (by
April 1) if you plan to attend so we can purchase the appropriate
number of study guides and viewing licenses. If you are not in
the Young Adult Ministry, but would like to attend please see
Kenny Edmonds or Jeff Medlin.

Kenny & Allison

There is not much time left!
The window for scholarship applications is closing soon, so
be sure to remind your congregation to apply.
TBF has awarded more than $4 million to Tennessee Baptist
students in scholarships since 1987, and we would love to
support your student in pursuit of their vocational calling as
well. We believe secondary education is incredibly
important, but we also know it can be a financial burden for
many families. TBF offers scholarships for seminary
students as well as college and medical students and
evaluates applicants based on need, academics, and
ministry involvement.
All applications must be received by midnight April 30, 2018.

